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City Opened  
Park, Nature 
Reserve in ’17
n Crews Also Worked on 

Riverfront Trail

Blunt Touts  
Tax Credits  
During Tour
n In Washington

Washington Man 
With ‘Underwear 
Fetish’ Charged

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

City of Washington parks crews had a busy year in 2017.
The city opened a new park, as well as a new nature re-

serve, and made significant progress on a new trail. The 
city’s parks board also started a conversation on the future 
of the city pool that could be resolved in 2018.

Dog Park Opens
After years of planning and discussion the city’s dog park 

finally opened this year — and got a new name.
The South Point Bark Park opened to the public Sat-

urday, May 13. The grand opening actually was delayed a 
week because of spring flooding. 

The dog park is located off Old Highway 100 on Sim-
monds Avenue near the east end of the riverfront trail en-

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

On the heels of a historic federal tax cut, U.S. Sen. Roy 
Blunt, his wife Abigail and son Charlie visited Washing-
ton Wednesday to tour two local businesses which have 
already benefited from federal tax credits.

During the frigid visit Blunt told a gathering of city 
and business leaders Washington was one of his favorite 
cities to visit and it was great to see businesses taking 
advantage of historic federal tax credits to make projects 
work.

Blunt made the comments at the recently renovated 
dentist office, which now houses the Bryan Haynes stu-
dio and gallery on Second Street. The 134-year-old build-
ing was recently renovated and Haynes opened his studio 
there in mid-November.

Before the warmth of the studio, Blunt visited a build-
ing on Front Street being renovated by Rick and Karen 
Marquart to eventually house a Mexican restaurant, other 
businesses and apartments.

In a past life, the building was home to one of the sev-

By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

A Washington man is facing felony charges after a home-
owner said he broke into her home and stole her under-
wear.

Cody R. Hassler, 34, was charged Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
in Franklin County Associate Circuit Court with one felony 
count of first-degree burglary, one felony count of first-de-
gree stalking and a misdemeanor count of stealing items 
valued at less than $150. 

According to Washington police, the charges stem from 
an incident Monday, Oct. 9. Officers were called to the 200 
block of Johnson Street where a woman reported someone 
had been in her home.

The woman told police someone was heard running out 
of the home through the basement door. The woman was 

Is Your New Year’s 
Resolution to Get a Job?

Check out the HELP WANTED 
ads inside this issue!

Happy New Year!
Ten-month-old Jasper William Krull, son of Josh and Brittany Krull, Hermann, welcomes the new year with 

a big grin and tip of his 2018 hat. Jasper is the grandson of Lynn and Curt Alferman, Washington, and JoAnne 
and Bryan Bradford, Hermann; and great-grandson of Bob and the late Norma Kohne, Herb and Donna Alfer-
man, all of Washington, and Sandy and the late Carl Krull, Hermann. The Missourian wishes all of its readers 
a happy and healthy new year.    Missourian Photo.

Sharing a Laugh
Sen. Roy Blunt and his wife Abigail, left, visit with Rick and Karen Marquart in the shell of their building 

currently under renovations on Front Street. Blunt visited Washington Wednesday to tout the importance of 
historic tax credits like the ones used by the Marquarts to convert the century-old former corn cob pipe fac-
tory and hat company into retail, restaurant space and apartments.  Missourian Photo.

Sheriff: Social Media Helps 
To Prevent, Fight Crimes
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Franklin County Sheriff ’s 
Office took a more aggressive ap-
proach to social media use in 2017. 

That’s according to Sheriff Steve 
Pelton who noted the department 
has shared success stories, warned 
residents of crimes in their areas 
and sought help identifying sus-
pects.

“It is not only for success stories 
but as a crime prevention measure 
too,” he told The Missourian. 

Through its Facebook page, the 
sheriff ’s office has warned resi-
dents of crime in their area. Pelton 
explained that letting the public 
know about incidents near their 
home, as a preventative measure, 
they can better look out for poten-
tial crimes being committed.

“If they know of a rash of bur-
glaries they may be more diligent 
in locking their car doors and 
watching out for their neighbors,” 
he said. “They also may be more 
apt to call if they see something in 
the area.”

Solving Crimes
The sheriff ’s department also 

has utilized social media to reach 
out to the community to help solve 
crimes. 

On Dec. 26, the department 
turned to Facebook to help identify 
a man suspected in the theft of a 
truck from St. Clair.

The white Ford F-250 “service 
truck” was stolen Dec. 16 morning 
from a home in the St. Clair area. 
The truck is owned by Schicker 
Ford in Union and was in the pos-
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