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South Point Begins Kids Heart Challenge
Students at South Point Elementary kicked off their Kids Heart Challenge Thursday, Feb. 7, with an assem-

bly to learn more about heart-healthy habits and activities. Through the American Heart Association’s Kids 
Heart Challenge (previously Jump Rope for Heart), kids learn jump rope skills, how their heart works and raise 
money to help kids with special hearts.    Missourian Photo.

Pep Band Tour
The St. Francis Borgia Regional High School Pep Band visited St. John-Gildehaus, Villa Ridge; Im-

maculate Conception, Union; and Immanuel Lutheran, Washington, schools Thursday, Feb. 7. The 
band is under the direction of Robert Jasper.   Missourian Photo.
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Vehicle Thefts
Jump in 2018

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

There was a significant increase in vehicles stolen 
within municipalities last year compared to the previ-
ous year.

In 2018 there were 438 vehicles stolen from within 
Franklin County, compared to 368 vehicles stolen in 
2017. The 19 percent increase includes vehicles and 
watercraft stolen from within city limits and unincor-
porated areas.

The discrepancy is greater when excluding vehicles 
stolen in unincorporated Franklin County. Within the 
municipalities alone, there was a 41 percent increase.

In 2018 there were 168 vehicles stolen in municipali-
ties compared  to 113 the previous year. 

Sheriff Steve Pelton told The Missourian that 270 

No Decision 
Yet on Tuition 
Hike at ECC
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer

The East Central Board of Trustees tabled discussions regarding 
a 10 percent tuition and fees hike during its meeting Monday, Feb. 4.

The last time the trustees voted on an increase was in 2017 for 
the 2017-18 fiscal year.

A budget subcommittee began meeting last fall to discuss the 
cost of tuition and fees.

“We knew that tuition would be one of the first things, just 
in terms of the time line, that the committee would need to ad-
dress,” said ECC President Jon Bauer. 

Bauer noted the budget won’t be approved until later, but stu-
dents will be registering for fall classes soon so it’s important to 
the budget committee to have the cost of tuition and fees in place.

The subcommittee suggested a 10 percent tuition increase for 
the 2019-20 school year to the budget committee which recom-
mended it to Bauer.

“I’m making the same recommendation to the board for ap-
proval,” he said.

The tuition is divided into two tiers. Tier 1 involves most pro-
grams and Tier 2 is for classes in culinary arts, industrial main-
tenance technology, nursing and precision machining programs.

The recommendation would increase Tier 1 in-district stu-
dents’ cost per credit hour from $85 to $94 and Tier 2 in-district 
students’ cost from $104 to $115 per credit hour.

Student activity fees would increase $1, use of facilities fees 
would go up $2 and security would increase $1.

Support services would remain the same at $3.50 and technol-
ogy fees would decrease $1.

“The committee reviewed tuition and fees not just here but 
around the state with a balanced approach of looking at both our 
tuition and fee structure, and also knowing that there will be 
expenditure reductions as well,” Bauer said.

Trustee Prudence Fink Johnson didn’t agree with this ap-

Task Force Conducts ‘Roundup’
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A special task force comprised 
of Franklin County deputies 
and municipal police officers 
nabbed 11 suspects Monday. 

The fugitive apprehension 
task force was assembled by 
the Franklin County Sheriff ’s 
Office and included officers 

and detectives from the Multi 
County Narcotics Violent Crime 
Enforcement Unit, and Union, 
Washington, St. Clair, New Ha-
ven, Sullivan and Pacific police 
departments. 

According to Maj. T.J. Wild 

with the sheriff ’s office, these 
types of “roundups” are con-
ducted periodically.

He explained there are sever-
al factors that determine when 
they are conducted, including 
the number of inmates at the 

Franklin County Jail. 
Wild explained the suspects 

targeted by the apprehension 
task force are not people who vi-
olate traffic warrants. Instead, 
they are accused of more seri-
ous crimes, such as stealing, 

narcotics and sex crimes.
“This operation was part of 

an ongoing aggressive stance 
law enforcement is taking on 
drugs, crimes against persons 
and property-related crimes in 
Franklin County,” said Sheriff 
Steve Pelton. 

Another factor for when these 
roundups are conducted is man-

Styx to Headline at Fair
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The first Main Stage act to be 
announced for the 2019 Wash-
ington Town & Country Fair is 
legendary rock band Styx.

Styx, which hits include 
“Come Sail Away,” “Fooling 
Yourself,” “Mr. Roboto” and 
“Grand Illusion,” will perform 
Saturday, Aug. 10.

“We hope people are ready to 
rock out this year at the Fair,” 
said Amanda Griesheimer, di-
rector of marketing for the Fair 
and Washington Area Chamber 
of Commerce.

“We are very excited to bring 
Styx back and they will be the 
only band for Saturday night,” 
she said. “They were our first 
choice as far as rock goes and 
we are thrilled they were avail-

able and the routing worked 
out to get them here.”

Styx drew big crowds when 
the band last played at the 
Washington Fair in 2002, 
Griesheimer noted.

In a change from tradition, 
the Fair began announcing its 
big-name entertainment early 
last year rather than waiting 
for the Chamber banquet in 
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