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Washington
Not in Favor 
Of Prop P
n Under Current 
Funding Formula

By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington city officials do not support the current funding 
formula outlined in the Franklin County’s Proposition P sales 
tax proposal.

The Missourian obtained a letter addressed to Franklin 
County from Washington Mayor Sandy Lucy explaining the 
city’s stance on the distribution of funds that will be generated 
by the half-cent sales tax.

The letter states, “If the county continues to pursue this dis-
tribution based on the number of (police) officers, the city will 
consider passing a resolution of nonsupport of the tax.”

The city council meets Monday night and the letter is on the 
agenda for discussion.

Prop P will appear on the April 3 ballot, asking voters to ap-
prove a half-cent sales tax for law enforcement. One-half of the 
collected tax, or one-quarter cent, would go toward construct-
ing a new Franklin County Jail and communication facilities. 
The other half would go for salaries in the sheriff ’s department 
and municipal police departments in the county.

Lucy told The Missourian that five of the eight council mem-
bers agreed the city should send the letter.

“One other member said it should be even harsher,” she 
said. “Everybody has questions and comments.”

The letter also was sent to Union City Administrator Rus-

‘Great Year 
For Progress’

n Says Economic 
Development Director

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Improvements to infrastructure, the expansion 
of industries, and increased residential and build-
ing permits show promising growth for Washing-
ton.

That’s according to Community and Economic 
Development Director Sal Maniaci, who spoke 
Thursday morning at the Washington Area Cham-
ber of Commerce’s annual business breakfast 
meeting.

During the event, Maniaci presented milestones 
in Washington during 2017 and early 2018.

“Last year was a great year for progress in 

Another Strong Fair Run
n Five Days of ‘Fairadise’

By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The 2017 Washington Town 
and Country Fair offered five 
days of “Fairadise,” along 
with a few challenges with a 
last-minute band change and 
weather, but was very success-
ful, said Joe Maniaci, outgoing 
chairman.

Maniaci gave the annual 
Fair report at the Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual breakfast 

meeting Thursday morning at 
the Washington KC Hall.

He recalled how the Fair 
Board had to scramble to lay a 
blacktop pad for the 9/11 exhib-
it just two weeks out for open-
ing day.

“But it was certainly worth 
it,” he said.

Then, just one day before 
opening, the Lynyrd Skynyrd 
band canceled due to health 
reasons. Maniaci said the Fair 
Board stepped up and booked 

Big and Rich.
“We didn’t miss a beat,” he 

said. “Fast forward to Sunday, 
due to rain the night before and 
the threat that day, we had to 
cancel the motorcross for the 
first time ever. Again the Fair 
Board stepped up, the weather 
cleared and we had a great end-
ing.”

Maniaci said the success of 
the Fair would not be possible 
without the effort of so many in 
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Future Best Friends
A group of toddlers listened together during story time at the Washington Public Library’s Tot Time Thursday, Jan. 

11. The event gives a chance for toddlers to learn and burn some energy. Tot Time is held every Thursday from 9-10 
a.m. and 10-11 a.m.  Missourian Photo/Autumn Buesking.

Demonstrate Tactics, Movement
The Union Police Department hosted active shooter training and live scenario drills at East Central 

College Jan. 9 and 11. Instructors Deputy Sheriff Tyson Jones, front left, and Cpl. Jerod Blankenship,  
both with the Franklin County Sheriff’s Department, demonstrated movement and tactics Thursday, 
Jan. 11. In all, about 30 law enforcement personnel were trained from the Union Police Department 
and Franklin County Sheriffs Department. To see a video from the tactics and movement portion of the 
training, visit emissourian.com.   Missourian Photo/Karen Butterfield.

Tax Committee 
Pares Down List
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

The Washington sales tax committee had no issue backing 
several potential projects, but other proposals need more dis-
cussion.  

Tuesday afternoon the Washington’s sales tax committee be-
gan selecting projects it would like to see completed if voters 
approve an eight-year extension of the tax. The commission 
ran through the list of proposed projects and offered a quick 
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