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Scooter Races During Agency Tour
Dennis Kramme, left, with ABiLITY, a United Way agency, races Tayler Desmond, a counselor at 

Camp Washington, Thursday, June 13, at the city park auditorium. The United Way hosted an agency 
tour for its donors, agency representatives, board members and the general public to get a firsthand 
look at some of the agencies funded through the campaign. Camp Washington is one of the more 
than 50 agencies supported by the United Way. Other stops on the tour included Meals on Wheels 
and TEMCO, Inc.    Missourian Photo.
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Federal Sting 
Generates 27 
Local Cases
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The Department of Justice (DOJ) is boasting the takedown of 
nearly 1,700 child predators during an operation that spanned 
the country.

Included in the two-month long “Broken Heart” operation 
are 27 cases generated in Franklin County, according to Sheriff 
Steve Pelton.

On Tuesday, the DOJ said the nationwide operation — con-
ducted by Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) task forces 
 — identified 308 offenders who either produced child pornog-
raphy or committed child sexual abuse, and 357 children who 
suffered recent, ongoing or historical sexual abuse or were ex-
ploited in the production of child pornography.

Pelton said the sheriff ’s office is a member of ICAC, and be-
gan investigating cases including: child enticement, obscenity 
directed toward a minor, distribution of child pornography, pos-
session of child pornography, case referrals of victims identified 

Presidential
Primaries May 
Be Eliminated
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In Missouri presidential candidates are chosen by caucuses 
at the county level, which renders individual primary election 
votes moot.

That is why Secretary of State John Ashcroft says the March 
election held every four years is unnecessary and he is proposing 
eliminating the primary election.

“We wouldn’t be stripping anyone of their right to vote in a 
primary,” Ashcroft said. “Anyone could still go to the caucuses in 
their county, their voice could still make a difference. It’s kind of 
like a mini-electoral college.” 

Ashcroft spoke about the prospect of eliminating the presi-
dential primaries with election staff during a visit to the Frank-
lin County Clerk’s office Wednesday.

“It could save the state between $7 million and $10 million 
every four years,” Ashcroft said. “I know we can find better ways 
to spend that money.”

He added he will be approaching state lawmakers and Gov. 
Mike Parson about holding a special session this summer to pos-

ECC Trustees 
Approve Budget
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer

An $18,174,084 general op-
erating budget for fiscal year 
2020 at East Central College 
was approved Monday night 
by the board of trustees. It will 
take effect July 1.

The budget is up from last 
year’s expenditures budget, 
which was $17,479,113. 

It also reflects an 8.65 per-
cent increase in revenue from 
last year’s budget.

Vice President of Finance 

and Administration Phil Pena 
said when Fund 10 and Fund 
25, the college restricted fund, 
are combined there’s an in-
crease of 9.85 percent.

Essentially no change in the 
amount of state aid, limited 
growth of local tax revenues 
and a decrease in tuition and 
fee revenue all presented chal-
lenges for the budget, Pena said.

All three of those sources 
contribute to 97 percent of the 
college’s revenue.

“State aid is essentially 

Ashcroft Rejects Petitions
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft says 
he is following the law and the duty of his office 
by rejecting three recent initiative petitions from 
groups asking to allow the voters of Missouri to 
decide the abortion question directly.

Ashcroft visited the Franklin County Clerk’s 
office in Union Wednesday morning to talk about 
the state’s election processes, meet with the coun-
ty election staff and County Clerk Tim Baker.

In addition to overseeing elections in the 
state, Ashcroft’s office is tasked with vetting and 
verifying initiative petitions from individuals or 
groups asking a particular issue be placed on a 

statewide ballot.
The visit came just a day after Ashcroft, a Re-

publican, rejected a third petition to overturn a 
very restrictive abortion law passed by the state 
Legislature and signed by Gov. Mike Parson last 
month.

He explained unlike the first two petitions, 
which were rejected due to clerical errors, this 
did not meet criteria set forth by the Missouri 
Supreme Court in 1952.

“A referendum can’t exclude any portions of 
a bill,” Ashcroft said. “There are states that do 
allow it, but I do not believe these referendums 
meet the general requirements for Missouri.” 

Ashcroft explained another restriction for al-
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Zithers and Giggles
Washington Historical Society Museum Director Marc Houseman laughs as he shows queen con-

testant Mackayla Klekamp how to play a zither. Washington Town & Country Fair queen contestants 
took park in a Day in Washington Wednesday, June 12. The day began with a tram ride tour of the 
city followed by a tour of the historical museum and ended with lunch with sponsors at the Four Riv-
ers Career Center. 

Also pictured, from left, are Justine Huellinghoff, Julianne Alferman, Jordan Pohl, Amanda Virtudazo, 
partially hidden; Megan Spaunhorst, Sydney Grace Unnerstall, Claire Guehne, Kailey Robinson, Brea 
Hindersmann, partially hidden; Larissa Zeitzmann, Haley Oetterer and Jess Frick.   Missourian Photo.
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