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Anniversary Kiss
“I loved her, and I guess she loved me,” George Russell said Monday, Sept. 18, as he and his wife, 

Ruth, celebrated their 69th wedding anniversary. They were united in marriage Sept. 18, 1948. The 
couple, who now live at Victorian Place of Washington, were treated to a small party and cake to recog-
nize the milestone.    Missourian Photo.

I’ve Got My Eye on You
Emma Coleman checks out a bubble she made Friday, Sept. 15, at the 

Washington Public Library’s Tween Lock-In. The event featured games, 
activities and pizza. One of the games was Bubble Break. The tweens 
used bubble wands to create bubbles and attempted to pop bubbles 
made by other kids.   Missourian Photo.

By Karen Cernich
Missourian Feature Writer

With a red carnation boutonniere on his shirt 
pocket and a matching corsage on her wrist, 
George and Ruth (Pohlman) Russell looked as in 
love as a couple of young newlyweds Monday, cele-
brating their 69th wedding anniversary at the Ar-
bors at Victorian Place of Washington. Ruth, 89, is 
in memory care and George, 92, in assisted living. 

The Russells were married Sept. 18, 1948, at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Beaufort.

It was a simple ceremony, nothing fancy or 
big, said George, who served in the Navy during 
World War II. 

“They were cutting corn, and I said, ‘I’m going 
to go back and cut corn’ . . . but they had dinner 
for us back at her house,” he recalled. 

The couple met when her sister was dating his 
friend. They started dating as well, and it wasn’t 
too long before they were married, said George, 
who grew up in Gray Summit.  

He asked for her father’s blessing in a memo-

Daughter 
Speaks at 
Hearing
n Wants Judge to 
Reject Plea Deal

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

The daughter of a man who died in his 
home last year asked the judge hearing 
her father’s case to reject a plea deal and 
send the case to trial.

Kathy Allen, the daughter of drug 
counselor Kenneth Allen Jr., 70, spoke 
during a plea hearing Tuesday for Timo-
thy D. Wonish, 31, and Whitney D. Rob-
ins, 29, who have been charged in con-
nection to his death.

Allen died Nov. 3, 2016, during a bur-
glary at his home south of Washington.

“The house I grew up in is now a house 
of murder. The family photos are now 

City Awards 
Contract to 
Pave Trail
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Plans to pave the western expansion of 
the Rotary Riverfront Trail this fall are 
moving forward.

The Washington City Council approved 
a contract with Gateway Design and Con-
struction Services Monday night to as-
phalt the trail. The contract will pay the 
Valley Park-based company $106,400.

The parks department recently went 
out to bid for the asphalt service. Gate-
way and Byrne & Jones Construction 
were the only two bidders.

Gateway bid $99,408 for the project. 
Byrne & Jones bid $369,512.

With contingencies for unforeseen 
circumstances, the parks department 
backed going with Gateway for a total 
contract worth $106,400. The city had 
that much budgeted for the work thanks 
to a Recreation Trails Program (RTP) 

City Wages
Addressed 
In Budget 
n Plan Approved Monday

By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

A goal in the next Washington budget cycle is to phase in 
pay increases based on the findings of a compensation study 
completed last month.

Plans call for an overall increase of 3 percent to the total 
paid in salaries and wages. That boosts the amount paid to city 
employees, overall, to $5,867,740 from $5,691,708 paid in 2016-
17. It is an increase of $176,032.

The Washington City Council approved the city’s spending 
plan with a 7-0 vote Monday. Councilwoman Susan Water-
mann was not at the meeting. The city’s new fiscal year runs 
from Oct. 1 through Sept. 30, 2018.

City Administrator Darren Lamb said officials will look 
again at a larger compensation boost after Jan. 1, 2018, de-
pending on health insurance costs.

The Austin Peters Group conducted a two-month long study 
into the compensation of city employees. 

The findings of the study indicate the city is on the 60th percen-
tile of salaries and wages when compared to other municipalities 
and the local private industries. The Austin Peters Group is rec-
ommending the city push the pay ranges into the 65th percentile.

“It has to be done in phases,” Lamb told The Missourian. 
“That is too much to bite off at one time.”

The 3 percent increase will impact about three-quarters of 
the city staff. 

“This will get everyone on board with the exception of about 
30 employees,” Lamb told the council.

He added that those 30 employees are “scattered” through-
out city departments.

Lamb noted the budget includes a cost-of-living pay increase 
for all city staff.

Budget Numbers
The budget was approved Monday following a public hear-

ing. There were no public comments on the spending plan.
The new budget anticipates revenue totaling $61,403,295, in-

cluding $25,358.950 in new revenue, $6,138,620 in other financ-
ing sources and $29,905,725 in projected reserves in all funds. 

Expenditures and expenses in the new fiscal year are project-
ed to be $37,129,775, which would result in total projected fund 
balance reserves of $24,273,520 as of Sept. 30, 2018.

According to Mary Sprung, city finance manager, a 6 percent 
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