
Bridge Demo Winner Drawn
Washington firefighter Matt Coleman is the lucky winner who will get to push the but-

ton to demolish the old Highway 47 bridge. His name was drawn Friday evening by 
Joanne Marschel of Marschel Wrecking, with the help of Marthasville Fire Chief Jeff 
Backhaus, left, and Washington Fire Chief Tim Frankenberg, right. The raffle chances to 
implode the bridge raised about $15,000 for the BackStoppers organization. The bridge 
span is tentatively scheduled to be taken down Thursday, April 4. Missourian Photo.

“Ben Franklin” Makes a Historical Point
Marc Houseman, director of the Washington Historical Society Museum, presented 

an interesting history of Franklin’s namesake county to open the bicentennial obser-
vance for the county Saturday at East Central College. 

Many events are scheduled this year to mark the bicentennial celebration. House-
man’s talk is published in full on Page 8A.

A large crowd attended.  
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Highway 47 Bridge Demo Planned
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Tentative plans call for a 
Thursday, April 4, implosion of 
the old Highway 47 bridge over 
the Missouri River.

Washington City Adminis-
trator Darren Lamb said city 
officials were told Tuesday that 
demolition will be at 9:30 a.m. 
that day, depending on a num-
ber of factors. 

The bridge will be taken 
down by Marschel Wrecking, 
LLC, Fenton. Plans call for the 
entire 2,500-foot-long bridge 
span to be taken down with one 
blast.

A pre blast meeting was held 
Tuesday with representatives 
from Missouri Department 
of Transportation (MoDOT), 
Marschel Wrecking, the city of 
Washington, the parks depart-
ment and Washington fire de-

partment.
According to Lamb, there are 

several factors that have to be 
considered up to the date of the 
implosion, including precipita-
tion amounts. 

The city is tentatively plan-
ning a public viewing at the 
Washington Riverfront to the 
west of the bridge. 

Although the new bridge will 
be between the old bridge and 
viewing area, the public will 

still be able to see the demoli-
tion, Lamb noted.

The Missouri Department 
of Transportation (MoDOT) is 
planning to broadcast the im-
plosion live online.

Plans also call for a safety 
perimeter of 1,500 feet in radi-
us to be enforced by the Wash-
ington police, Franklin County 
sheriff ’s deputies and the Mis-
souri Highway Patrol.

In addition to restrictions on 

land, the Missouri River will be 
closed to barge and other boat 
traffic for about 48 hours before, 
during and after the bridge demo-
lition. The new bridge also will be 
closed briefly during the blast.

Since the new bridge opened 
in December, crews with 
Marschel Wrecking have been 
removing salvageable pieces be-
fore it is imploded into the river.

Following the implosion 

Bicentennial Kickoff
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Franklin County kicked off its bicentennial celebration Saturday at East 
Central College.

Inside the John Edson Anglin Performing Arts Center, the opening ceremony 
for the yearlong celebration of the county’s 200th year took place. The event was 
supposed to have taken place in January, but snow forced its postponement.

On Saturday the weather played nice long enough for the celebration to begin.
The ceremony was hosted by Franklin County Presiding Commissioner Tim 

County Awards 
First Jail Contract
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

The first, and possibly the largest, 
one-time bid for the Franklin Coun-
ty Jail/911 renovation project was 
approved Tuesday by the Franklin 
County Commission.

The $6.6 million successful bid by 
Pauly Jail Building Company will be 
the heart of the jail upgrades and in-
volves the new cells and security that 
will be put in place for a larger popu-

lation.
Presiding Commissioner Tim 

Brinker explained that although the 
overall project time doesn’t suggest 
construction bidding to occur until 
April, this bid was time sensitive.

“If we hadn’t bid this product now, 
it would have put the project a year 
behind,” he said. “This is for the pre-
fab cell units and the company already 
has a backlog.”

Brinker added the early bidding on 

Gym Back in Use at
South Point School
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

With repairs nearly complete, the 
gym at South Point Elementary was 
back in use Friday afternoon.

The gym has not been used since 
the start of the school year due to 
structural integrity concerns with 
horizontal cracks that had worsened 
over the summer.

All gym activities, including daily 
PE classes, have been displaced as a 
result.

Washington School District As-
sistant Superintendent Dr. Brendan 
Mahon said contractors finished up 
some minor work Friday morning 
and district architects did an inspec-
tion the same day.

“Typically, during these inspec-
tions there are items that need to be 
completed, adjusted or corrected by 
the contractor before the school dis-
trict will release a final payment,” he 
explained. “There were a few items 
found, but very minor and nothing 
that prevented us from using the 
gym. So Friday, the afternoon PE 
classes got to use the gym.”

An all-school assembly also was 
held in the gym Friday.

“The gym is the only place all of 
the students and staff can get togeth-
er for announcements and recogni-
tions, so they did that at the end of 
the day,” he said. “The students were 
obviously very excited.”

Mahon said Adam Meyer, PE 
teacher, was recognized during the 
assembly for being so flexible, under-
standing and patient in not having 
his classroom for so long.

“The only things left on the project 
are the minor items found in the in-
spection, which is some patching and 
repainting,” Mahon said. “There also 
is a protective fence around the out-
side of the gym that is scheduled to 
be removed March 20.”

Lawlor Corporation, St. Louis, was 
awarded a $130,700 contract for the 
work, which is a short-term fix for 
the gym so it can be used until a new 
school is built.

The repairs involved reinforcing 
the gym walls with vertical and hori-
zontal steel tubes. The exterior also 
was tuck-pointed and a clear wa-
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