
Washing Their Trikes
Immanuel Lutheran, Washington, hosted a trike-a-thon for students in 

preschool through first grade to raise money for St. Jude Children’s Hos-
pital Friday, Feb. 1. The students rode their bikes, trikes and scooters in 
the gym. A highlight of the event was riding through the wash bay. The 
students raised approximately $2,000. Pictured, from left, are Ella Wes-
selschmidt and Amelia Giesler.   Missourian Photo.

Performing at the Military Ball
The Washington NJROTC Sword Detail performed at the opening of the fourth annual Military 

Ball held Saturday night at the KC Hall. It was sponsored by the Washington NJROTC Booster Club. 
More than 300 people attended.

Members of the Sword Detail are, from left, C/LTJG Joshua Adrian, C/ENS Jackson Piontek, C/LT Mitch-
ell Zurick, CMCPO Ira Black, C/LT Braedyn Frankenberg, and C/SCPO Joey Bolte. Missourian Photo.
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Prop P Brings Competitive Salaries
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Law enforcement heads in 
Franklin County feel that Prop 
P funding provides compensa-
tion comparable to neighboring 
municipalities where local of-
ficers historically have fled for 
better pay.

The primary objectives of 
the Proposition P sales tax ap-
proved last April were recruit-
ment and retainment of officers 

by paying competitive wages, 
according to Sheriff Steve Pel-
ton.

The sheriff ’s office was los-
ing deputies to municipal police 
forces, he said, primarily in St. 
Louis County, as well as larger 
agencies, like the St. Charles 
County Police.

Prior to passage of Prop P in 
Franklin County, the starting 

pay for deputies was $39,852.80. 
That is over $12,000 less than 
the starting pay in St. Louis 
County of $52,000.

In St. Charles County, the 
starting pay for patrol officers 
was even higher at $55,548.

In total, 19 St. Louis area de-
partments had higher starting 
pay than the Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Office prior to the 

passage of the sales tax. The 
range was $41,808 in the St. 
Louis Metropolitan police force 
to $57,108 at the Maryland 
Heights Police Department.

The average starting salary 
among those 19 departments 
was $50,091.

“Prop P funding has enabled 
us to be competitive in the mar-
ket, although the market is 

still tough with the amount of 
positions available throughout 
the state,” Pelton said. “ It has 
helped the sheriff ’s office to re-
cruit quality people for our com-
munity. We are seeing more ap-
plications than previously.”

The sheriff noted that before 
the passage of Prop P more ex-
perienced deputies, not only 
rookies, would leave for higher 
pay in outside agencies.

“We all know how challenging 

District 
Earns High 
Marks on 
State Exam 
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Washington School District scored 
98.1 percent of the points possible on its 
2018 Annual Performance Report (APR) 
released Friday by the Missouri Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation (DESE).

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Judy 
Straatmann said the district’s score is up 
from 97.5 percent last year.

“This is great news and very exciting,” 
Straatmann said. “Every year we want 
to see our score go up. It’s something we 
strive for here.”

The APR is based on the Missouri 
School Improvement Program (MSIP). 
Districts are graded on a wide range of 
data.

There are five areas in which school 
districts can earn points — academic 
achievement, subgroup achievement, col-
lege and career readiness, attendance 

First-Ever 
POW/MIA 
County
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

In the next few weeks, every road en-
tering Franklin County will be marked 
with a sign signifying its designation as 
the first POW/MIA county in the nation.

Presiding Commissioner Tim Brinker 
said after the official designation in No-
vember, the county ordered 25 signs, 24-
inch by 30-inch, at a cost of $75 each. The 
POW/MIA signs will be installed by Mis-
souri Department of Transportation. 

“It’s very gratifying and refreshing to 
know that our veterans, POW, MIAs and 
their families have not been forgotten in 
this country and, especially, in this coun-
ty,” Brinker said. “The POW/MIA des-
ignation, truly is a more encompassing 
recognition of our veterans, and I want to 
make sure that continues here.”

The process of gaining the POW/MIA 
designation began last May when Brinker 
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Council OKs 
Proposals 
For Grants
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

An important component to federal grant applications are side-
walks.

And according to John Nilges, director of public services, proj-
ects that do not include pedestrian transportation are more likely 
to be quashed.

Nilges Monday night was given the green light by the city coun-
cil to seek federal funding for projects on Jefferson Street and 
Westlink Drive.

He explained this is the first time the city is seeking two grants 
in the same fiscal year through the federal Surface Transporta-
tion Program (STP).

The council voted 8-0 to apply for the grants through the East-
West Gateway Council of Governments (EWGW). If the city does 
not receive grants, the application fee will be refunded, officials 
said. 

Nilges added he is more optimistic for funding on Jefferson 
Street because the plans call for sidewalks. 

“If you want to leverage (STP) funds, you have to have a side-
walk component,” he said. “That drives the cost of the project up.”

Over the past several years, the federal government has sought 
greater compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

“If this project would have been done eight years ago, it would 
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