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First suicide awareness 
walk in county draws 
1,000-plus people
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Ethan Hall and Pacific 
win high-scoring game 
over Hermann
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By William Skipworth
skipworthw@emissourian.com

A luxury yacht is making its debut voy-
age Sunday and will likely be cruising up and 
down the Missouri River on public trips by 
early November.

As part of its plans to build 
a $125 million national wine 
and tourism destination in the 
Augusta area, the Hoffmann 
Family of Companies is launch-
ing Miss Augusta. The 105-
foot Skipperliner yacht will be 
based out of Klondike Park in 
Augusta, where the company is 
building a dock. The boat will 
feature three decks, dining and 
two bars and will offer public 
and private cruises.

Jenny Gazella, who heads 
the Hoffmann Family of Com-
panies’ cruise operations in Naples, Florida, 
is helping launch Miss Augusta. She said 
cruises will begin in St. Charles in early No-
vember, and in the spring, when the dock in 

Augusta is complete, the company will move 
its cruise base there. She anticipates online 
booking will open next week at www.missau-
gustaboat.com.

Miss Augusta’s launch Sunday will not be 
open to the public, Gazella said. However, 

the press, local officials and 
others will be invited to attend 
the event, which is going to be 
held in a private marina.

“Sunday is our christen-
ing where Mr. Hoffmann will 
pop a bottle of champagne and 
commence the maiden voy-
age,” she said.

The event will take place 
at the Yacht Club of St. Louis 
in St. Charles. At 1 p.m., the 
grand christening will begin. 
At 1:30 p.m., the boat will set 
off on the river.

Soon after that, cruises will 
open to the public, Gazella said. “We always 
like to say the best events are on the water,” 
she said. “And unless you have a boat of your 

Baby shark blows bubbles
Jon Harkins holds Riley Harkins, 6, as the pair watches JJ 

Harkins, 2, blow bubbles Oct. 15 during Clearview Elemen-
tary’s Trunk or Treat. Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

River traffic
Crews with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers work on the Missouri River near 

Klondike Park Oct. 18. The site is near where the Hoffmann Family of Companies 
plans to offer private and public cruises.   Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

By William Skipworth
skipworthw@emissourian.com

Tensions were high at a town hall in 
New Haven late Monday afternoon.

The 1.5-hour town hall, intended to 
give residents a chance to speak their 
minds about the proposal to move city 
hall and the police station adjacent to New 
Haven City Park, sparked arguments be-
tween residents and city officials.

Dozens of residents in attendance were 
upset that the combined municipal build-
ing and police headquarters — which, ac-
cording to a city staff memo, is planned 
to be two stories and 5,400 square feet 
— would be put between the pedestrian 
bridge over Highway 100 and the park. 
They felt it would intrude on the green 
aesthetic of the park, that it would in-
crease traffic on Highway 100 and that in-
creased cars in the parking lot would be a 
safety concern for kids at the park and the 
nearby New Haven High School.

The plan to move city hall has been in 
the works since at least 2006, and the city 
has so far spent $145,000 on surveying 

for the project, according to City Attorney 
Charles Hurth. The city does not yet have 
an estimate for the final costs. They have 
also recently received written approval 
from the Missouri Department of Trans-
portation (MoDOT), he said.

Cameron Schweiss from Archer-Elgin, 
a Rolla-based engineering, architecture 
and surveying firm the city hired for the 
project, came and answered residents’ 
questions at the meeting.

“We’re very early on in the process 
from a planning standpoint,” he said. 
“The goal was to make this the new hub for 
city business.”

In June, The Missourian published Ar-
cher-Elgin’s rendering of the plan and site 
map, which can be viewed at emissourian.
com. That plan includes a municipal build-
ing, a new road through the property, ad-
ditional parking and a memorial circle to 
honor veterans of the U.S. Military. 

Leland Hanks, who sold the property to 
the city, said he felt he was misled by the 
city when he sold the property. Hanks said 
he sold the property for $20,000 in 2014 

Skornia not 
seeking
reelection
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

Although the official first day for candidate fil-
ings is weeks away, incumbent members on the 
Washington City Council announced this week their 
intentions to either seek reelection or to retire from 
public office.

Councilman Greg Skornia, who has represented the 
city’s Third Ward since being elected in 2013 during a 
special election, said Monday that he is not seeking an-
other term on the city’s governing body. 

“It’s 100 percent no,” said Skornia, who currently 
serves on the city’s Historic Preservation Commission, 
Library Board of Trustees and as the city’s liaison to the 
353 Redevelopment Corp., which acts as an economic de-
velopment engine for the city. 

He cited personal health changes as the reason for 

WHS choir to
perform in D.C.
By Reid Glenn
glennr@emissourian.com

The Washington High School Choir has been selected 
to perform for the 100th Anniversary of the Dedication 
of the Lincoln Memorial.

“This truly will be a once-in-a-lifetime experience,” 
WHS Vocal Music Director Jessie Patterson said in a 
release announcing the selection. “We are excited and 
humbled to have been chosen for this great honor.”   

Washington students will have a performance with 
choirs from across the country March 25 and then will 
have their own separate performance the next day in front 
• See Choir Page 2A

Sullentrup, Hidritch, Pettet 
look to retain council seats

• See Reelection Page 3AHoffmann’s Miss Augusta to debut Sunday

• See Yacht Page 2A

Rolling on the river

”““Having that 
cruise line is just 
one more additive 
bringing people 
to the area ...”

Emily Underdown
Washington Chamber

Tourism Director

New Haven citizens 
contest city’s plans

Proposed site for city hall,
police station sparks controversy

• See Plans Page 3A


