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United Way Sets Goal at $1,165,000
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

The Franklin County Area 
United Way has announced a 
campaign goal of $1,165,000 in 
honor of its 65th anniversary.

The 2018 goal and campaign 
highlights were shared Thurs-
day morning at the annual 

kickoff breakfast for corporate 
contributors, sponsors and rep-
resentatives of the five pilot 
companies selected to run ad-
vance campaigns.

More than 100 people were 
in attendance at the program, 

held at East Central College in 
Union.

Last year’s goal was 
$1,111,111.

The campaign — the single 
largest annual fundraising drive 
in the county — will get under-

way the first week of September 
and end Oct. 31.

This year’s theme is “Improv-
ing Lives. Improving Our Fu-
ture.”

Due to the success of the 2017 
campaign, officials said $1 mil-

lion was allocated to 53 agencies 
and programs — improving the 
lives of over 76,000 people in the 
Franklin County area.

“It will take everyone work-
ing together to meet the finan-
cial needs of our agencies,” said 
Dustin Jasper, United Way 
campaign co-chair and board 

Pre-Fair Events 
Scheduled for 
This Weekend
n Fair Gates Open Wednesday
By Susan Miller
Missourian Managing Editor

Two pre-Fair events will take place this weekend in antici-
pation of the Washington Town & Country Fair opening next 
week.

People can still sign up for the annual Fair Run/Walk Satur-
day morning, or simply turn out to cheer on participants.

The run/walk, now in its 23rd year, also includes a kids fun 
run and a newly added three-person relay.

Registration for the 5K and 10K runs will begin at 6:15 a.m. 
Saturday at the North Lakeshore Drive pavilion in the city 
park. The race will begin at 7 a.m. 

The kids fun run will begin at 8 a.m. Registration will open 
at 7:30 a.m.

On Sunday, the annual Fair parade will roll through town 
beginning at 4 p.m.

Fair Chairman Brian Gildehaus said the two events are de-
signed to build excitement for the five-day Fair, which opens 
Wednesday, Aug. 1, and runs through Sunday, Aug. 5, at the 
city fairgrounds.

The theme for both events is the same as the Fair — “Your 
Bridge to Fun.”

The parade has a total of 85 entries, including the march-
ing bands from St. Francis Borgia Regional High School and 

Since 1860

Big Turnout for United Way Kickoff
The Franklin County Area United Way announced its goal of $1,165,000 Thursday morning at the 

annual kickoff breakfast for corporate contributors and other guests. More than 100 people were 
in attendance. The campaign, the single largest annual fundraising drive in the county, will begin 
the first week of September and end Oct. 31. This year’s theme is “Improving Lives. Improving Our 
Future.”

Helping to lead the campaign are five pilot companies — Bank of Franklin County, City of Wash-
ington, Schroepfer Bauer Insurance, WEG Transformers USA and Rainbow Abilities Center, which 
also is an agency. These companies will hold their in-house drives to help motivate other companies 
to give and build excitement for the drive.   Missourian Photo.

n Drive Begins September 1

• See United Way Page 2A

Route 47 
Study Is at 
End Stage
n Long-, Short-Term 

Solutions Offered
By Monte Miller
Missourian Staff Writer

It has been 13 miles of hard road, but 
the Comprehensive Highway 47 study 
commissioned last year is in the final stag-
es.

Cheryl Sharp from Lochmueller Group, 
the firm hired to produce the study, gave 
a presentation Wednesday on several op-
tions the county can now take to improve 
the corridor from St. Clair to Washington.

The study offers both long- and short-
term solutions ranging from as drastic 
as making the entire 13-mile stretch four 
lanes, to interventions as simple as adding 
left turn lanes at some access points.

Major
In all, the study offers seven major 

long-term options, all very similar in cost, 

AIB Judges 
Say City Is 
‘Charming’
By Amanda Postma
Missourian Staff Writer 

The America in Bloom judges arrived 
Sunday, July 22, for a welcome dinner 
with Washington Mayor Sandy Lucy.

The judges’ stay concluded Tuesday, 
July 24.

Washington has been an annual AIB 
participant since 2011.

Participants receive written evalua-
tions from the judges citing strengths and 
areas of improvement, as well as a special 
mention for what the judges deem to be an 
extraordinary project or programs.

“It’s a charming little city,” AIB judge 
Devereaux Bemis said.

Bemis is a historic preservation pro-
fessional with over 30 years’ experience, 
including creating a countywide survey 
filled with several thousand buildings and 
running the Mobile, Ala., preservation de-
partment with only five employees.

Currently retired, Bemis has remained 
active as a board member and officer of 
preservation revolving fund Restore Mo-
bile, a board member of the Alabama 

Queen Candidates Rehearse
Wearing the shoes she plans to wear during the Washington Town & 

Country Fair queen contest, Haley Woll took her turn practicing her walk 
across the main stage during the queen candidates’ first on-stage re-
hearsal Thursday, July 26. A second rehearsal will be held Monday, July 
30. The queen contest will be held opening night of the Fair, Wednesday, 
Aug. 1, beginning at 6:30 p.m.    Missourian Photo.

• See Pre-Fair Page 2A

• See AIB Page 2A• See Route 47 Page 2A


