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DAR salutes county 
World War II veterans
By Laura Miserez
miserezl@emissourian.com

Over the quiet chatter of the 30 peo-
ple gathered at the American Legion 
Post 218 Monday, 13-year-old Will Rie-
gel could be heard proudly rattling off 
facts about World War II. The battles, 
the memorabilia, the veterans — he’s 
well-versed in all, particularly about 
the specific veteran seated at the table 
with him.

“Ever since I was little, I remember 
seeing my great-grandpa’s medals and 
two Purple Hearts,” Riegel said. “It’s a 
privilege to be able to talk to him about 
(his service), and I feel like I need to 
continue passing that knowledge on.” 

Othmar “Ott” Jasper, Riegel’s great-
grandfather, was among five area World 
War II veterans, ranging in age from 92 
to 102, who were honored at the Legion 
Monday. Seated beside Jasper, who 
served in the Army, was Fred Girvin, 
of the Navy; Oscar Rode, of the Army; 
Emil Poertner, of the Army Air Corps; 
and Don Northington, of the Navy. 

The event, which included a fried 
chicken meal and photo op, was hosted 
by the Valley of the Meramec chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution. The national nonprofit group is 

composed of area women who can trace 
their ancestry to soldiers of the Revolu-
tionary War. 

The veterans said they enjoyed catch-
ing up with one another after almost 
two years.

“The main thing is it seems like we’re 
all getting older faster,” Girvin said. 
“It’s unique to run into someone you 
know from the service.” 

Organizer Rosalie McGaugh said the 
group held a similar get-together in 
2019, which was attended by four World 
War II veterans, one of whom — Roy 
Wieneke — has since passed. According 
to the U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, of the 16 million Americans who 
served during the war, about 300,000 
— or less than 2 percent — were alive 
in 2020, and around 300 were passing 
away every day. 

For McGaugh, who is also president 
of Franklin County Honor Flight, of-
fering free trips for veterans to Wash-
ington, D.C., to see their war memo-
rials, honoring veterans’ service is a 
deeply personal mission. Her late fa-
ther, Bruce Miller, also was a World 
War II veteran. 

“The DAR mission is God, home and 
country, and part of that is veterans,” 

‘True heroes’
Five World War II veterans from the Franklin County area pose for a portrait Mon-

day at the American Legion Post 218. They are, from left, Fred Girvin, Oscar Rode, 
Othmar Jasper, Emil Poertner and Don Northington.   Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

Take a turn trimming
Rodney Stoyer holds a branch steady as Camden Stoyer, 7, trims 

a tree at Gottfried’s Cabin Gast Haus on Jefferson Street in Wash-
ington. Stoyer is part of Cub Scout Pack 439, members of which 
were cleaning up the cabin grounds as part of a Downtown Wash-
ington Inc. Community Clean-Up Day.    Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

71 volunteers roll up 
sleeves for Washington
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

Volunteers were spreading mulch 
along the riverfront, at the train station 
and at the train caboose in Washington. 
Volunteers were weeding flower beds and 
pruning bushes at the historic down-
town Washington Post Office. They were 
painting picnic tables and benches at a 
pocket park on Main Street across the 
street from Olivino Tasting Bar. They 
were spraying for weeds and picking up 
trash throughout downtown.  

In the eyes of Downtown Washington 
Inc.’s Executive Director Tyler King, 
volunteers were “everywhere” on Sat-
urday. The nonprofit partners annually 
with the Washington Parks and Recre-
ation Department to organize a commu-
nity clean-up. This year, 71 volunteers 
— a record number, according to orga-

nizers — participated in the beautifica-
tion effort. 

Among them was first-time volun-
teer Lynette Tappmeyer, who moved to 
Washington from Owensville with her 
husband last fall. As a retiree who en-
joys gardening and tending to plants, 
she said it “wasn’t a sacrifice whatso-
ever” to participate in the clean-up. 

“Washington is such a beautiful com-
munity. This gives me the chance to get 
involved and to help take care of the 
city,” said Tappmeyer as she deadhead-
ed a rose bush near the downtown post 
office. 

According to Downtown Washington 
Inc.’s Event and Promotion Specialist 
Cassidy Lowery, there were a number of 
first-time volunteers this year. 

Among those volunteering on Satur-
day were members of the Washington 

Union loses a 
‘rare gem’
By Geoff Folsom
folsomg@emissourian.com

East Central College and the city of 
Union are remembering a man many de-
scribe as one of their great champions.

Robert E. “Bob” Hansen, 89, passed 
away Monday after being hospitalized 
since Friday. 

Hansen helped launch ECC and was elect-
ed to its original board of trustees, a position he served 
in from 1968 until 1996, making him the longest-serving 
board member in the school’s history.

In 2014, ECC named Hansen Hall after him, which Han-
sen later called “probably the biggest thrill of my life.”

Hansen didn’t enjoy public speaking, but he made an ex-
ception for the Hansen Hall dedication, ECC President Dr. 
Jon Bauer recalled. Hansen pulled a button from a tax is-
sue years earlier reading “ECC Yes!” from a box where he 
kept special mementos and wore it at the ceremony.

“And that’s what he was all about, ... to advocate for 
the college and encourage others to do the same.” Bauer 
said. “I think that was one of his gifts. He just had that 
ability. People enjoyed being in his company, following his 
example and wanting to follow his lead to make the com-
munity better.”

Bauer called Hansen “a remarkable individual” whose 
leadership was crucial at the college’s founding.

“He’s one of a kind and someone to whom the college is 
very important,” Bauer said Monday.

Early life
Hansen was born Aug. 2, 1931, the third son of Herman F. 

Body found
in Bourbeuse 
identified
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A man found Monday morning in the Bourbeuse River in 
Union has been identified as Zachary D. Blackwell, 21, accord-
ing to a Union Police news release.

Kayakers discovered Blackwell’s body around 10:30 a.m. Mon-
day just east of the Highway 50 bridge, police said. Union Fire and 
Rescue workers and a Union Police detective recovered the body.

No evidence of foul play was found, police said. 
The investigation into the death of Blackwell, of Union, is 

ongoing, police said.
Blackwell is the third fatal drowning in Franklin County 

in 2021, according to the Missouri State Highway Patrol. On 
May 16, the Highway Patrol reported that William Bergner 
Jr., 17, of Bourbon, died while at the Meramec River. On June 
5, the Highway Patrol reported a 15-year-old from Collinsville 
drowned also in the Meramec River.
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  — Bob Hansen 1931 – 2021 —


