
Playing for prizes
Rylie Seamon, 9, left, and Harlie Gildehaus, 9, toss rings onto Coca-Cola bottles June 6 at St. 

Gertrude’s Parish picnic. See page 4A for more picnic coverage.   Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

Schulte heads 
to prison on 
fraud charges
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

A Washington woman who pleaded guilty to wire 
fraud, bank fraud and money laundering charges in 
August was sentenced in federal court in St. Louis last 
month, according to electronic court records. 

U.S. District Court Judge Audrey G. Fleissig sen-
tenced Christen Diane Schulte to 80 months in federal 
prison on each of the five counts. The sentences are to 
run concurrently.

Schulte faced a maximum penalty of 20 years in pris-
on and a $250,000 fine on the two wire fraud charges; 
a maximum penalty of 30 years in prison and a $1 mil-
lion fine on the two bank fraud charges; and a maximum 
penalty of 10 years in prison and a fine of not more than 
$250,000, or twice the amount laundered, on the money 
laundering charge. 

According to court documents, Schulte was a former 
bookkeeper and office manager of a farm and trucking 
business based in New Haven. Between January 2018 
and February 2020, Schulte knowingly and intention-

Police warn of catalytic
converter thefts in area
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

Thefts of catalytic converters are soaring 
across the nation as thieves are sliding un-
der cars and trucks and sawing off convert-
ers, even in broad daylight.

Washington police reported Monday that 
they have seen a 200 percent increase in the 
number of catalytic thefts from to 2020. 

“We have seen a dramatic increase,” said 
Detective Steve Sitzes, a sergeant with the 
police department who is also the depart-
ment’s public information officer. In 2019, 
police responded to one theft involving a 
stolen catalytic converter. That number in-
creased to eight in 2020 and has jumped to 
24 so far this year. 

“Over the last 30 days, we had at least a 
dozen or more,” Washington Police Chief 
Ed Menefee told the Washington City Coun-
cil on Monday evening.   

By mid-afternoon on Monday, police re-
sponded to four reported thefts. The first 
was at Marshall’s, 1966 Charlotte’s Way, 
the second and fourth from the 4700 block 
of South Point Road and the third from the 
800 block of East Third Street.  

“We are seeing them all over town, all 
hours of the day,” Sitzes said. “In the over-

night hours, they seem to be targeting the 
industrial parks and business parking lots 
where vehicles are parked overnight. Dur-
ing the day, they seem to be targeting busy 
parking lots.” 

According to Sitzes, the thieves are seem-
ingly able to work with lightening-quick ef-
ficiency, with some thefts taking less than 
a minute to complete. The attraction is the 
valuable metals inside the converter, an an-
tipollution device.

Although the amounts of each metal vary 
based on the car make and model, all catalyt-
ic converters have around 6 grams of plati-
num, palladium and rhodium. Platinum is 
selling for $944 an ounce; palladium retails 
for $2,190 per ounce, and rhodium has been 
known to sell for up to $10,000 per ounce 
in the black market. It takes more than 28 
grams to make an ounce.

Burglars can sell the remaining stolen 
parts at scrap yards for hundreds of dollars. 

“I don’t know if they are selling them to 
survive or if they are selling them for drugs 
or something else,” Sitzes said. “Right now, 
there is a lot of money in these metals.”

It’s a similar story across the country. 
In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, there were 
866 reported catalytic converter thefts last 

By Geoff Folsom
folsomg@emissourian.com 

A longtime Union alderman will serve 
as the city’s mayor for at least the next 10 
months.

Robert “Bob” Schmuke, 65, was unani-
mously approved by his fellow aldermen 
to replace former Mayor Rod Tappe, who 
resigned last week. No one else was nomi-
nated for mayor at the special meeting 
Monday.

“I’d like to thank the board for the sup-
port,” Schmuke told the aldermen. “I’m kind of a little 
nervous about it, but we’ll see if it works.”

Fellow Ward 1 Alderman Brian Pickard made the nom-
ination.

“I think he has the most experience on the board,” 
Pickard said after the meeting. “I mean, he’s been an al-
derman for (nearly 20) years.”

Schmuke retired in February from his job as a truck driv-
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Shooting into the sky
People watch as a firework launches into the sky June 4 at the Washington riverfront. 

The Franklin County Honor Flight raised $10,881 between donations gathered during 
the fireworks show and at John G’s Bier Deck May 28.   Missourian Photo/Julia Hansen.

Residents 
oppose RV
campground, 
cell tower
By Ethan Colbert
ecolbert@emissourian.com

It was standing room only in the Washington City 
Council’s chambers Monday as residents lined up to vo-
calize their opposition to a proposed RV campground on 
International Avenue and Tower Co. 2013’s plans to con-
struct a cell tower at 602 Alberta Lane. 

Last month, City Administrator Darren Lamb pre-
sented a list of prospective recommendations for how 
Washington could use the $2.6 million in federal relief 
earmarked for the city as part of the American Rescue 
Plan Act. One of the recommendations was to construct a 
20-24 space campground, which would likely be managed 
by the Washington Area Chamber of Commerce, at the in-
tersection at Ninth Street and International Avenue. 

The campground, which has been a topic of discussion 
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