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Bridge Girders Arrive
Six concrete girders arrived near the bridge on Highway 47 over the Missouri 

River bridge. The girders are 152 feet long and 6 1/2 feet tall. They weigh 150,000 
pounds each. The precast girders will connect pier No. 10, the southernmost pier, to 

pier No. 9. They are scheduled to be installed overnight through Thursday, March 1. 
The girders are being stored on trucks south of the bridge on Highway 47 and near 
Steutermann and Bieker roads.   Missourian Photo.

Derby Daze
Abelin Dieckhaus watches as he and his opponent’s pinewood derby cars 

race past the finish line at St. Francis Borgia Grade School Cub Scout Pack 
439’s annual pinewood derby Saturday, Feb. 24. The Scouts raced their pine-
wood creations in the grade school library.  Missourian Photo.

Study Finds City Could
Support Another Hotel
By Joe Barker
Missourian Staff Writer

Washington could likely support 
a new hotel and a convention center.

That’s the findings from a Peck-
ham, Guyton, Albers and Viets Inc. 
Planners (PGAV) feasibility study 
examining the need for a conven-
tion center and lodging.

Jenny Ryan, project manager with 
PGAV, reported her findings to the 

city council at Monday’s administra-
tion/operations committee meeting.

Ryan said after gathering data 
and looking at the market, she felt 
the city could support a 100-room 
hotel and a convention center that 
could host about 300 people.

Last year, the city and Washing-
ton Tourism Committee agreed on 
the cost of the $12,000 study to be 
conducted by PGAV. At the time, 
City Planner Sal Maniaci said a 

discussion about the need for more 
lodging and meeting space was 
prompted by a 2016 Missouri Main 
Street Downtown Revitalization 
Conference hosted by Downtown 
Washington Inc.

Ryan said the city’s lone confer-
ence center adjacent to a hotel is the 
Expo Center at the Best Western. It 
can host up to 120 people.

Ryan said for conventions, 120 

Family Reading 
Night Is Friday
n At Middle School
Family Reading Night, a free community event 

organized by The Missourian, will take place this 
Friday, March 2, from 5:30 to 8:30 at Washington 
Middle School.

This year’s guest author/illustrator is Brian 
Biggs. He will share his book, “Tinyville Town Gets 
to Work,” about a happy town that finds it needs a 
new bridge and sets out to build one.

Biggs will travel from Philadelphia to be a part 
of this year’s reading celebration.

In addition to the opportunity to meet an author, 
children who attend can listen to stories read by 

Planning
For Bridge 
Opening 
To Begin
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

Planning for the grand opening of 
the new Highway 47 bridge over the 
Missouri River should begin in April.

Missouri Department of Transpor-
tation (MoDOT) Area Engineer Judy 
Wagner said the opening date of the 
$63 million bridge is tentatively slat-
ed for Dec. 3. 

She added the opening date is not 
set because the construction time line 
could be shifted over the next nine 
months.

“There are a lot of variables because 
of the weather,” she explained.

During Monday’s Washington Area 
Transportation Committee meeting, 
Wagner suggested the city of Wash-
ington, not MoDOT, coordinate locally 
with groups who are looking to take 
part in the grand opening, or closing 
events for the current bridge.

“There are too many groups that 
want to participate,” Wagner com-
mented.

Transportation Committee Chair-

No Federal 
Inmates at
County Jail
By Gregg Jones
Missourian Staff Writer

There are no federal prisoners housed 
at the Franklin County Jail, and it is a 
rare circumstance that prisoners from 
other counties stay at the Union facility.

That is according to Sheriff Steve Pel-
ton in response to criticism of the over-
population at the detention center.

He explained that there is one inmate 
in Franklin County from another county, 
Crawford, due to a conflict there. Howev-
er, Franklin County exchanged a prisoner 
who now is housed in Crawford County.

“If there is a conflict, we trade off,” Pel-
ton said. “It doesn’t matter what the name 
is, we trade one inmate for another.”

He added that one day this week, there 
were 148 prisoners at the jail. None of the 
inmates were there for charges that origi-
nated in municipalities within the county.

According to Pelton, the county houses, 
at most, four inmates on municipal charg-
es, at one time. However there generally 
are just one or two.

Another comment he has heard, is that 
the county houses federal prisoners, in-
creasing the head count at the jail. He 
explained that the county has not held 
federal prisoners in over 20 years. 

Jail overcrowding is one of two goals 
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