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National Debt

On Wednesday, Feb. 15, the 
outstanding U.S. public debt 
was $31.6 trillion, an increase 

of $1.5 trillion from last year’s 
$30.1 trillion. Each citizen’s 
share of the debt is $94,354.
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Early deadlines
The Ellsworth American will be closed Monday, Feb. 20, in observance of Presidents 

Day. The deadlines for Real Estate advertising for the Feb. 23 issue move ahead to Wednes-
day, Feb. 15, at 5 p.m. The Arts ad deadline, including restaurant advertising, is Thursday, 
Feb. 16, at noon. The deadline for all other advertising, including classifieds and public 
notices, is Friday, Feb. 17, at noon. Obituary deadlines remain the same.
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Cheer history
Natalie Sawyer (center left) and Lily Alley (center right) celebrate with team-
mates after Ellsworth captured its first-ever Class B state cheer title on Satur-
day, Feb. 11. See story, page 9.

By Malachy Flynn
TRENTON — The U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service has 
awarded a $1 million grant to 
Frenchman Bay Conservancy 
and Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
for the acquisition of 216 acres 
of coastal wetlands and adjacent 
upland habitat in Trenton.

The property, previously 
the location of the Bar Harbor 
Golf Course, features over 1 
mile of undeveloped shoreline, 
as well as tidal salt marsh and 
tidal wading bird and waterfowl 
habitat. The offshore mudflats 
are ecologically valuable as well, 
and mapped by Maine’s Depart-
ment of Marine Resources as a 

seed mussel conservation area. 
Jordan River Bay includes over 
1,200 acres of productive softs-
hell clam and blue mussel beds.

“We plan to restore the prop-
erty’s natural landscape from 
its past life as a manicured golf 
course, focusing on marsh 
migration and the protection 
of native plant and animal spe-
cies that are rare, threatened, or 
endangered and species of con-
cern,” says Aaron Dority, execu-
tive director of Frenchman Bay 
Conservancy. “This is a unique 
project along the Maine coast 
and when completed, the pre-
serve will be a resource not only 
for wildlife, but for the local 

Former golf 
course to be 
conserved
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The former Bar Harbor Golf Course in Trenton is now be-
ing purchased by Frenchman Bay Conservancy. The plan 
is to restore the property to its natural state.
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see CONSERVATION page 2
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Giving comfort and warmth to 

those experiencing homelessness.

Stanley Subaru is proud to partner with The Emmaus Homeless Shelter

During the month of February, Stanley Subaru  
will deliver 500 pairs of socks to help  

provide warmth to those who find  
themselves without a roof over their heads. 

We believe communities are stronger when everyone is cared for.

By Lizzie Heintz
ELLSWORTH — City 

Council members opted not 
to make a motion regarding 
the possible separation of the 
city manager and police chief 
positions currently both held 
by Glenn Moshier at Monday 
night’s meeting.

The issue of the joined 
position was brought up by 
Councilor Steve O’Halloran, 
who has for a long time urged 
for the separation of the roles 
at the end of Moshier’s con-
tract at the end of this year.

“This is about a position, 
not a person,” O’Halloran said 
at the meeting. “Having one 
person do both jobs…it’s not 
clear. The lines are blurred.”

Chairperson Dale Ham-
ilton said that it was “prema-
ture” and “inappropriate” to 
begin talking about the sepa-
ration of the positions when 
there is still about a year left in 
Moshier’s contract.

“This is not the council 
that’s going to be determin-
ing any contract negotiations 

Council discusses 
joint leadership post

see COUNCIL page 4

By Anne Berleant
BLUE HILL — Flying 60 

miles per hour across the ice 
on a sleek wooden sailboat 
may not be everyone’s idea of 
winter fun.

It is for Milo Fleming.
“It’s exhilarating,” he said. 

“And there’s an adrenaline 
rush, too.”

Fleming felt that rush 
while racing at his fastest two 
years ago, catapulting across 
the ice at 66 miles per hour 
in 35-knot gusts during an 
endurance race covering 50 
miles of Lake Winnipesau-
kee, N.H.

Now a junior at John 
Bapst, Fleming fell into the 
world of iceboating when 
searching for an indepen-
dent project as a Bay School 
eighth-grader. He bought 
an iceboat off Facebook and 

found a coach in Bill Bucholz, 
owner of Apache Boatworks 
in Camden and president of 
Chickawauki Ice Boat Club 
in Rockland, the only one of 
its kind in Maine.

“Milo’s very driven from 
within to sail iceboats,” 
Bucholz said. “I could tell 
almost immediately that he 
had ‘it.’ He enjoyed it, he was 
aggressive, happy to learn, 
not afraid, and everything fell 
into place.”

Fleming recently returned 
from the DN World Champi-
onships on Lake Kegonsa in 
Madison, Wis. — the 12-foot 
DN is the most popular class 
of iceboats — where he com-
peted mostly against adults 
from around the world, 
many who are internation-
ally ranked. Fleming placed 
eighth in the Bronze Fleet of 

30 boats.
“As one of only six junior 

sailors out of 100 [total] 
boats, and the only one from 
New England, he got quite a 
crowd rooting for him,” said 
his mother, Nina Fleming. 
“His goal was to learn, sail 
safely and, if he could, to 
place in the top half of his 
fleet. So to make the podium 
was truly fantastic.”

DN iceboats are small and 
light enough to carry on top 
of a car, which is how Fleming 
and his mother traveled to the 
world championships the last 
week of January. Iceboaters 
network across the country 
in a scattered but strong com-
munity of sailors. There are 
only 17 iceboat clubs in the 
U.S. and Canada, and Flem-
ing said the strength and sup-
port of the community keep 

him involved, along with the 
thrills of ice sailing.

His coach agreed. “Ice-
boating is a unique sport in 

the ways the competition 
plays out. It’s not cutthroat. 
Everyone wants a good race,” 

Teen finds thrills, chills on the ice
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Milo Fleming races across the Lake Kegonsa ice during 
the DN World Championships in Madison, Wis.

see ICEBOATING page 4

By Lizzie Heintz
ELLSWORTH — The 

American asked four couples 
who have been married for 
over 50 years to share their 
stories and advice this Valen-
tine’s Day.

The Foxes
Cindy and Rodney Fox 

have known each other almost 
their entire lives, and this year 
will have been married for 58 
years. They grew up attending 
the same church, where even 
though they were four years 
apart in age, they interacted 
often.

“I knew her, but she was 
little Cindy Shaw. When she 
went off to college and came 
back her freshman year … 
Wow!” Rodney laughed, 
recalling the moment he real-
ized he liked her.

After seeing her at the local 
homecoming football game 
that fall, he was determined to 
take her on a date. That date 
finally happened the follow-
ing spring, where they com-
peted together — and won 
— in a church treasure hunt. 
They left the event early to go 
bowling together, and the rest 
is history.

The pair got engaged while 
celebrating Easter. Soon after, 
they bought their first home 
together — a four-bedroom 
home in New Jersey — and 
had two children. They 
decided together to move to 

Maine later in their lives.
“Living with another per-

son for 57 years is a test of 
your patience and courage 
and everything else. There are 
times when you need to really 
listen … And times when you 
need to sort of listen.” Cindy 
said with a chuckle, elicit-
ing a laugh from Rodney as 
well. “It’s a constant learning 
experience.”

Rodney credits their suc-
cess as a couple to numerous 
things, including their con-
nection to faith, the church, 
volunteerism, travel and the 
outdoors, as well as their abil-
ity to work as a team.

“I think both of us, in many 
ways, are strong people in our 
own right,” Rodney said, “but 
together, man! We’re a force! 
I think some of the things 
that you would consider chal-
lenges [in a relationship], I 
don’t know if we always made 
the right decision or not, but 
we were always together in 
those decisions.”

Cindy’s advice to young 
couples is simple: date some-
one you think is kind.

“Marry or live with some-
one you really like,” she 
advised. “I had a crush on 
[Rodney] before he ever 
noticed me … I thought he 
was a kind, sweet, caring 
person.”

“We make each other 

50-plus years of 
patience, laughter

see MARRIAGE page 2


