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National Debt

On Wednesday, Jan. 18, 
the outstanding U.S. 
public debt was $31.5 
trillion, an increase of 

$1.6 trillion from last 
year’s $29.9 trillion. Each 
citizen’s share of the 
debt is $94,213.
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By Lizzie Heintz
ELLSWORTH — Tyler 

Beardsley, a Class of 2012 Ells-
worth High School graduate 
and former actor at The Grand, 
is making his mark in the city of 
angels.

Beardsley, who moved to 
Los Angeles after graduating 
from Tufts University with 
degrees in drama and computer 
science in 2016, appears in a 
small speaking role in the Par-
amount+ “Yellowstone” prequel 
series “1923,” which premiered 
in December of 2022.

“Any time you ever get a role, 
you’ve won the lottery in some 
way,” Beardsley said, laughing. 
“As actors out here, you have to 
take advantage of every opportu-
nity that’s given [to] you. It’s not 
that it’s all luck or it’s all talent, 

it’s a combination of both. You 
have to be ready to put on your 
best show when the opportu-
nity presents itself and take 
advantage of those moments.”

Beardsley plays the role of 
Bartender, and appears in the 
third episode of the series, titled 
“The War Has Come Home.” 
According to him, none of the 
bartending he did was pretend. 
The production team provided 
him with a full bar, including 
alcohol, garnishes, and every-
thing else a classic speakeasy 
might need.

The show stars high-profile 
actors Harrison Ford and Helen 
Mirren. According to Beardsley, 
being on set is an exhilarating 
experience.

“[Being on set] is really 
really fun,” he said. “You try to 

be really professional. The man-
tra that my friends and I use all 
the time is that you’ve gotta act 
like you’ve been there … My 
one little star-struck moment 
of Harrison Ford flying in on a 
helicopter to set one day, that 
was pretty crazy.”

Beardsley is also slated to 
appear in two more period 
pieces this year: the Apple 
TV+ series “Lessons in Chem-
istry” and Christopher Nolan’s 
“Oppenheimer.”

“Lessons in Chemistry” stars 
and is executive produced by 
Academy Award winner Brie 
Larson. The drama series, based 
on the book of the same title 
written by Bonnie Garmus, fol-
lows Elizabeth Zott (played by 
Larson), a 1950s scientist who 

EHS graduate plays bartender in 
‘Yellowstone’ prequel ‘1923’
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By Malachy Flynn
SULLIVAN — Two 

Sumner library books about 
the LGBTQ experience will 
now be kept in the school’s 
guidance office, acces-
sible only with parental 
permission.

The Regional School Unit 
24 (RSU 24) Material Review 
Committee met on Wednes-
day, Jan. 11, to review the two 
books whose presence in the 
library was challenged by a 
parent who believes the sub-
ject matter to be inappropri-
ate for students.

The books in question 
are “Queer — The Ultimate 
LGBTQ Guide for Teens” 
by Kathy Belge and Mark 
Bieschke and “Gender Queer: 
A Memoir” by Maia Kobabe. 
Both books contain content 

about LGBTQ relationships 
and have sexual themes. 
“Gender Queer: A Memoir” 
is a graphic novel and con-
tains illustrations of a sexual 
nature as well.

The committee ultimately 
decided to recommend to the 
School Board that the two 
books would remain within 
the Charles M. Sumner 
Learning Campus, but would 
be kept in the guidance office 
rather than in the library. 
Parental permission will be 
needed for students to access 
them.

“The question here is not 
about the fact that we would 
like to take away books 
about LGBTQ teens,” RSU 
24 Director of Curriculum 
Nicole Chan said. “It seems 

Sumner restricts 

two LGBTQ books
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By Jennifer Osborn
ELLSWORTH — A storm 

involving icy mix topped with 
snow accompanied by strong 
winds saturated Maine Sun-
day through Monday night, 
leaving residents with a heavy 
load of precipitation to scrape 
off windshields and shovel 
out of driveways.

One Canadian family trav-
eling through the area during 
the storm on Monday was 
saved by Hancock County 
and Penobscot County sher-
iff ’s deputies.

Hancock County Sheriff ’s 
Office Deputy Kamren Jen-
nings, while patrolling Route 
9 in Aurora, happened upon 
the family’s vehicle, which 
had gotten stuck in the mid-
dle of the roadway. Due to 
the severity of the weather, 
Jennings and a Penobscot 
County Sheriff ’s Office dep-
uty got the family to safety in 
Bangor to stay until the storm 
passed.

The storm overall had 
“very low consequences, 
with the exception of a resi-
dential fire in Hancock that 
occurred,” said Andrew San-
key, director of the Hancock 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

The fire was not caused 
by the storm but the weather 
conditions made the fire 
worse.

Hancock Fire Chief Chris 
Holmes said the wind esca-
lated the fire and pushed 
it from the garage to the 
residence.

“There were less than 600 
utility outages that were fairly 
quickly restored,” Sankey said. 
“The potential of the storm 
versus the outcomes were 
welcomed by the entirety of 
public safety.”

All in all, most people 
heeded public safety officials’ 
warnings to stay off roadways. 
Monday being a federal holi-
day, with all schools closed 
to commemorate Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., helped.

“I believe the lack of traf-
fic due to the holiday and 
schools being closed, coupled 
with the public heeding the 
request to avoid unnecessary 
travel, helped considerably,” 
Sankey said. “We’re focused 
upon the storm forecasted for 
overnight Thursday into Fri-
day now, prepping to see what 
that might bring us.”

There were minimal motor 
vehicle crashes in the area.

Hancock County Sher-
iff ’s Office Chief Deputy 

Icy mix 
causes 
a few 
crashes

By Lizzie Heintz
ELLSWORTH — A total 

of $1.77 million in congres-
sionally directed spending 
has been allocated to the city 
of Ellsworth for much needed 
repairs and replacements to 
be made on the High Street 
wastewater pump.

The pump, which is located 
behind Pizza Hut on High 
Street, is the oldest in the city 
at almost 50 years old, dating 
back to 1975. It collects sew-
age from all of High Street, 
as well as down Route 1 and 

Route 3, where it redirects 
waste to the main pump on 
Water Street.

“With the continued [pop-
ulation] growth, that pump 
station is getting towards the 
end of its useful life, getting 
maxed out,” Public Works 
Director Lisa Sekulich said, 
“So we’re going to upgrade 
it, upsize it, and replace most 
of the crucial elements of 
the pump station so we have 
the capacity to continue 
developing.”

Pumped up

City gets $1.77M 
for pump repairs

see PUMP page 10

House and garage destroyed 
in Hancock fire that reignited
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Members of the Hancock Volunteer Fire Department at the scene of a fire on Horsing Around Way.

By Malachy Flynn
HANCOCK — Seven fire 

departments responded to a 
structure fire at a property on 
Horsing Around Way in Han-
cock on the morning of Jan. 

16. On Tuesday, Jan. 17, the fire 
reignited from burning embers, 
and firefighters responded to 
the property a second time.

The Hancock Volunteer Fire 
Department received the first 

call at 6:57 a.m. on Jan. 16, and 
the Ellsworth Fire Department 
was the first to arrive on the 
scene at 7:06 a.m. providing 
mutual aid to Hancock, which 
arrived one minute later.

The next evening, around 
8:20 p.m., the Hancock Volun-
teer Fire Department received 
another call, and responded to 
what was left of the buildings 

see HANCOCK page 3
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2020 SUBARU FORESTER 
LIMITED/ROOF/LEATHER/AWD 

2020 SUBARU OUTBACK
PREMIUM/AWD

2019 SUBARU IMPREZA 
2.0i/5-DR/AWD

2022 SUBARU OUTBACK 
LIMITED/ROOF/NAV/AWD

 $32,323SALE 
PRICE   $22,922SALE 

PRICE  

STK#23051A STK#23053A STK#23042A STK#LG2234

$36,381SALE 
PRICE  $29,333SALE 

PRICE  

Mid-Winter

 

 PRE-OWNED 
AWD SALE!

By Lizzie Heintz
ELLSWORTH — After 

almost a year of anticipation, 
Crazy Sumo is almost ready 
to open its doors.

Crazy Sumo, a Japanese 
hibachi steakhouse, is set to 
announce its official opening 
within the next week. The 
restaurant took over a build-
ing that previously housed 
the Denny’s on High Street, 
and has been under construc-
tion for almost a year. Now, as 
Ellsworth area residents are 
patiently awaiting the official 
opening, the restaurant is 
nearing the beginning of its 

Crazy Sumo 
to open soon
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(From left) Lalu Sutan To, 
Aldi, Gede Patasa, Dan 
Mayer and Kadek Marleni 
pictured inside the soon-
to-be-opening Crazy Sumo 
restaurant in Ellsworth.see OPENING page 9


