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National Debt

On Wednesday, Dec. 7, 
the outstanding U.S. 
public debt was $31.4 
trillion, an increase of 

$2.5 trillion from last 
year’s $28.9 trillion. Each 
citizen’s share of the 
debt is $94,199.
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ELLSWORTH — A 
pickup truck crashed 
through the glass doors of 
the Dollar Tree store on 
Marden’s Way at 1:31 p.m. 
Monday, injuring four peo-
ple inside the store and caus-
ing structural damage to 
the building, said Ellsworth 
Police Capt. Shawn Willey.

The Dollar Tree is tempo-
rarily closed. Efforts to reach 
the corporation before press 
time were unsuccessful.

“Numerous people 
appeared injured,” Willey 

said. “EMS began triag-
ing the scene and officers 
secured the scene and wit-
nesses for investigation.”

The pickup truck had 
been pulling into a parking 
spot when the truck accel-
erated, crashing into an 
unoccupied parked car then 
continuing on and crashing 
through the front doors of 
the store into the check-out 
registers before stopping, 
Willey said.

Joseph LaFrance, 80, 
of Ellsworth was driving 
the truck, the captain said. 
LaFrance was taken to an 

area hospital for treatment 
of minor injuries. A passen-
ger, a 75-year-old Ellsworth 
woman, was also taken to a 
hospital with minor injuries.

Four people — a mix of 
patrons and employees — 
were also injured, according 
to Willey.

The injured included:
• An Ellsworth woman, 

74, head and left leg injury.
• An Ellsworth woman, 

28, head injury and fractured 
left foot.

• A Sullivan woman, 67, 
possible broken leg and 
injured ribs.

• An Ellsworth man, 61, 
cut hand.

Willey said at the scene 
Monday that alcohol was 
not a factor. Also, there was 
no indication that the driver 
had experienced a medical 
emergency, he said.

“The cause of the acci-
dent remains under inves-
tigation,” the captain said. 
Police will review footage 
of the crash to determine 
if there might have been a 
mechanical or operator error 
involved.

Truck crashes into Dollar Tree, six hurt
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Multiple injuries were reported after a truck crashed through the Dollar Tree entrance Monday afternoon.

By Dick Broom
BAR HARBOR — Repre-

sentatives of several churches 
on MDI and one in Ellsworth 
have formed an organization 
for the purpose of bringing at 
least two Ukrainian refugee 
families to the area and help-
ing them get settled in.

The Hancock County 
Neighborhood Support 
Team (NST) aims to relo-
cate the families under the 
U.S. Department of Home-
land Security’s Humanitarian 
Parole program.

Families whose applica-
tions for resettlement are 

approved must have guaran-
teed financial support from 
a sponsor, such as an NST 
member, to get them on their 
feet. Their stay in this coun-
try is limited to two years, 
but there are several path-
ways through which they 
may become eligible for per-
manent resident status.

Homeland Security has 
contracted with various 
organizations around the 
country to match the refu-
gees with sponsors and coach 
the sponsors and help them 
with logistics. The contractor 
organization that Hancock 

Two Ukrainian 
families hope to 
resettle here

see REFUGEES page 11
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Tessa Hudson of Gouldsboro was among the fun-loving Whos of Whoville who stole the 
hearts of young and old watching during Ellsworth’s 42nd Christmas Parade Sunday. 
Inspired by Dr. Seuss’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” Legend Athletics supplied 
the Whos and Woodlawn Director Kathy Young made a great Grinch while her staff 
assumed other characters in the joint float.

Making spirits bright

Purchase or lease a new Subaru by January 3, 2023 

and Subaru will donate up to $300 to your choice of charities.

Get a Great Vehicle, 
Support a Great Cause!

Now through January 3, 2023

15th ANNUAL

22 Bar Harbor Road, Ellsworth, ME 04605 • 207-667-4641 • stanleysubaru.com

Come in and drop off a new, unwrapped toy
Now through Thursday, December 15!

All toys will be distributed in Hancock County to children less fortunate.
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Mills proposes 
energy relief

$450 checks

see FUEL page 11

By Cyndi Wood
ELLSWORTH — Gover-

nor Janet Mills on Tuesday 
announced a $474 million 
emergency winter energy 
relief plan that would pro-
vide Mainers with $450 to 
offset rising heating costs, 
contribute $50 million to fuel 
assistance programs and give 
a $21 million boost to a fund 
for short-term housing for 
those facing homelessness.

Mills urged the Legisla-
ture to pass the plan with the 
two-thirds support needed 
to enact an emergency 
measure when it convened 
for its first regular session 
Wednesday.

“Inflation and high 
energy prices are stretching 
the wallets of Maine people, 
in some cases forcing them 
to face the impossible choice 

By Jennifer Osborn
ELLSWORTH — Prices 

have more than doubled 
from $2.12 to $4.44 for a 
dozen large, white store-
brand eggs amid another 
avian flu outbreak, the first 
since 2015.

So that batch of eggnog 
or cookies you’re planning 
to make for the holidays will 
cost more.

That’s one finding from 
The American’s intermittent 
survey of the cost of grocery 
staples, recorded since 2011. 
The newspaper records the 
price of grocery staples at the 
Ellsworth Hannaford, Shaw’s 
Supermarket and Walmart 
and averages the prices 
together.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

reported that 50.3 million 
birds had been affected by 
the latest outbreak. That’s 
just 200,000 shy of the total 
from 2015.

According to a report 
from CNBC, avian flu kills 
90 to 100 percent of a flock, 
often within the first 48 
hours.

Meat hens, from which we 
get boneless skinless chicken 
breasts, are not as affected by 
the flu as laying hens.

This has resulted in 
slightly lower chicken prices, 
a trend that Friends & Fam-
ily Market General Man-
ager Matt Welch confirmed 
Tuesday.

The Ellsworth market is 
part of Associated Grocers of 
New England, a food cooper-
ative that helps individually 

owned stores compete with 
the larger grocery enter-
prises. “Meat prices for the 
next 30 days are going to go 
up,” Welch said. That’s due to 
“continued challenges with 
higher grade cattle.”

To that end, Friends and 
Family has seen many of its 
customers move toward bulk 
buying the store’s offerings 
of “freezer packs.”

“But you have to have 
the room to store it and the 
money to buy it all at once,” 
Welch said. “Those seem to 
be more popular the past 
couple months.”

In other grocery stores, 
butter is another product 
experiencing a price spike. 
A pound of store-brand but-
ter has increased 15 percent 
since last March, going from 

$3.68 to $4.15.
A pound of 85 percent 

lean ground beef is up 15 
percent from $5.44 to $5.90 
a pound.

“It’s crazy to me just how 
quickly the cost of things 
have gone up,” Welch said.

The grocer attributes 
much of the increase to the 
labor shortage, particularly 
for truck drivers.

“The dairy farmers asso-
ciation has been crying for 
over a year that they have no 
drivers,” Welch said. “Every-
body’s competing for the 
same pool of workers.”

“Right now, you can start 
at $80,000 a year and work 
four days a week and they 
still can’t fill the positions,” 
he said. Several companies 

Avian flu sends egg prices soaring

see EGG prices page 11

By Jennifer Osborn
HANCOCK — A man was 

struck and killed by a pickup 
truck while he was walking 
in the roadway of Route 1 in 
Hancock at 6:15 Wednesday 
morning, Maine State Police 
spokesperson Shannon Moss 
said.

Edwin Rowe, 67, of Han-
cock was pronounced dead at 
the scene, Moss said. “Rowe 
was wearing dark clothing 
at the time and the stretch 
of road where he was walk-
ing was dark and without 
streetlights.”

Rowe was struck by a 2001 
Chevrolet S-10 pickup truck 
traveling north and operated 
by Shawna Hardison, 57, of 
Lamoine, police said. Hardi-
son was not injured.

“Weather and visibility 
appear to be factors in the 
crash,” Moss said. “A full 
investigation is being con-
ducted and will be reviewed 
once completed.”

The Hancock County 
Sheriff ’s Office as well as fire 
departments from Hancock, 
Sullivan and Franklin assisted.

Route 1 was closed to 
all traffic from Sullivan just 
east of the Hancock-Sullivan 
Bridge all the way to the Tide-
way Market in Hancock until 
late Wednesday morning.

Westbound traffic had 
been rerouted along the paved 
and partially dirt Taunton 
Drive and via routes 200 and 
182 to Hancock and Tideway 
Market.

Eastbound traffic was 
being rerouted along routes 
182 and 200 through Franklin 
to Route 1 in Sullivan.

Hancock 
pedestrian 
is killed


