
By Malachy Flynn
SULLIVAN — After con-

firming on July 26 that the 
water source that was origi-
nally planned to be used for 
the new Charles M. Sumner 
Learning Campus sprin-
kler system did not have an 
adequate water supply or 
pressure, officials continue 
to discuss next steps as the 
start of the school year fast 
approaches. 

Regional School Unit 24 

Superintendent Michael East-
man recently met with repre-
sentatives of the Office of the 
State Fire Marshal to discuss 
further safety measures at the 
new Sumner campus, and to 
see what solutions could be 
implemented to be able to use 
the new building as soon as 
possible.

“The state fire marshal’s 
representatives told us today 
that they believe the new 
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National Debt

On Wednesday, Aug. 3, the 
outstanding U.S. public debt 
was $30.6 trillion, an increase 

of $2.2 trillion from last year’s 
$28.4 trillion. Each citizen’s 
share of the debt is $91,864.
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PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

MOUNT DESERT 

SUMMER CHORALE
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Mozart
plus AVE VERNUM CORPUS and selections from 

SOLEMN VESPERS OF A CONFESSOR

FEATURING DAVID SCHILDKRE,  MUSIC DIRECTOR

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 • 7:30 P.M.
PRE-CONCERT TALK AT 7  P.M.

Tickets online at 
CRITERIONTHEATRE.ORG
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Busy, busy city

Sunken street

It was bumper-to-bumper parking on Ellsworth’s Main Street Monday afternoon as locals and visitors 
shopped, dined and otherwise went about their business. 

Now that’s a pothole! An old storm drain collapsed 
on School Street between Park and Church streets in 
Ellsworth early this week, causing a sinkhole. That 
portion of road was closed while the city worked to 
repair the damage.

By Zach Lanning
ELLSWORTH — The 

U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers confirmed this week 
that $4,723,000 has been 
allocated for the Union River 
dredging project and that 
prep work has begun.

“Our district has many 
projects already funded that 
we are working on and now 
we will begin work on the 
considerable effort for the 
planning, coordination with 
agencies, and design for this 
project, too,” said Bryan Pur-
tell, a member of the public 

affairs office for the Army 
Corps of Engineers, New 
England District.

While it was initially 
believed that funding would 
be made available through 
a Congressionally Directed 
Spending request — attached 
to the FY23 appropriations 
bill still working its way 
through Congress — the 
Corps said it decided in May 
to allocate money for the 
project from its own budget 
as part of its FY23 work plan.

U.S. Sen. Susan Collins’ 

River dredging 

project planned

By Jennifer Osborn 
BLUE HILL — The late actor, direc-

tor, showman and New Surry Theatre 
founder Bill Raiten recalled his wife, 
Elena Bourakovsky, telling him she 
thought he was an idiot when they first 
met in Russia. 

“You were always smiling,” Boura-
kovsky told her husband during a 
2016 interview at their Back Stage 
Farm about lacto-fermented vegetables 
they produce under the name Moxie. 
Raiten, a Brooklyn, N.Y. native, died 
July 28. He was 84. 

Bourakovsky and Raiten met 
when Raiten was directing a play for 
which Bourakovsky was the costume 
designer. Bourakovsky was head of the 
costume department at the Komedy 
Theatre in Leningrad. 

The year was 1989 and Raiten had 
been invited to live in Leningrad as a 
guest director for the winter theatri-
cal season. This invitation came from a 
visiting Russian director who saw New 
Surry Theatre’s (NST) 1988 repertory 
season. NST agreed to send Raiten to 
direct professional Soviet actors in 
plays that were not available to the 
Russian people before Glasnost. Raiten 
did not speak Russian, so he had a 
translator who turned out to be a KGB 
agent. It was true love for Raiten and 
Bourakovsky, who emigrated to Maine 
to be with Raiten. The couple married 
in 1990. 

From teaching theater at George 
Stevens Academy in the early ’70s to 
recruiting reluctant local residents to 
give the stage a try, Hancock County 
would not be the same without Raiten’s 
influence. 

“Bill had terrific charisma,” said 

Dindy Royster of Blue Hill, who has 
been on the theatre board for many 
years. “He could persuade anyone to 
do anything, and they loved it. I think 
he changed a lot of lives.”

“Bill’s impact cannot be overstated,” 
said Matt Murphy, a former acting stu-
dent of Raiten’s and president of the 
New Surry Theatre Board of Directors. 
“Bill was a larger-than-life, profoundly 
dedicated visionary, director and 
teacher who founded New Surry The-
atre 50 years ago and led it through the 

ensuing decades of growth and excel-
lence. His work with New Surry The-
atre was recognized by the Maine Arts 
Commission with its first ever Life-
time Achievement Award, and count-
less people have enjoyed and benefited 
from the fruits of his loving labor.” 
Raiten was honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2018. 

Raiten’s professional acting career 
began at age 16 against his mother’s 
wishes. 

Eschewing a stethoscope for the stage, 

Bill Raiten lived fully and on his terms
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New Surry Theatre founder Bill Raiten is remembered as a charismatic 
visionary who brought a taste of New York theater to small town Maine.
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Digging deeper

By Dick Broom 
and Faith DeAmbrose

MOUNT DESERT — Eli 
Durand-McDonnell, 21, of Bar Har-
bor was arrested on a charge of dis-
orderly conduct in Northeast Har-
bor at 6:30 p.m. Sunday.

He was arrested at a peaceful pro-
test in front of the South Shore Road 
home of Leonard Leo, who advised 
former President Donald Trump on 
the nomination of several Supreme 
Court justices.

But Durand-McDonnell was 
arrested in connection with an inci-
dent that took place earlier on Sun-
day at a different location in North-
east Harbor. Mount Desert Police 
Chief Jim Willis said he could not 
disclose the nature of that incident, 
citing “an ongoing investigation with 
pending court action.” But it has 
been reported that Durand-McDon-
nell allegedly shouted obscenities 
at Leo and his family in downtown 
Northeast Harbor.

Durand-McDonnell was taken 
to the Hancock County Jail in Ells-
worth and was later released on bail.

Leo, a seasonal resident of North-
east Harbor, has been the object of 
protests before. The latest round of 
protests began after the Supreme 
Court’s anti-abortion rights decision 
was announced June 24.

For the last few weeks, area 
residents have been holding semi-
regular gatherings across the road 
from Leo’s home. With large post-
ers, including a nearly 6-foot-tall 
vinyl sign of Leo that says, “Leonard 
Leo may be a really nice guy, but he 
is also directly responsible for the 
overturning of Roe v. Wade and the 
erosion of your reproductive rights,” 
the group says they are “speaking 
truth to power.”

Mount Desert resident Caroline 
Pryor said she is not only upset about 
the role Leo has played in lifting 
judges to critical decision-making 
positions, including to the Supreme 
Court, but is also concerned about 
court decisions yet to come on issues 
such as climate change, gun control 
and marriage equality. 

“Mainers stand for abortion 
rights, marriage equality, LGBTQ+ 
rights, equality and clean elections,” 
said Pryor. “And Leonard Leo is the 
anthesis of what Mainers stand for.”

“We’re better than this,” Pryor 
added.

The group of protesters outside 
Leo’s home continued to grow Mon-
day afternoon. They say they are 
focused on educating people about 
Leo and his work. 

“If you don’t have the correct 
information, how can you form an 
opinion?” asked Bar Harbor resident 
Maddie Good.

Leo is co-chairman and former 
executive vice president of the Fed-
eralist Society, an organization of 
conservatives and libertarians that 
supports an “originalist interpre-
tation” of the U.S. Constitution. It 
advocates for the appointment of 
anti-abortion rights judges to the 
federal courts.

Leo advised Trump on the  
nomination of a number of federal 

Arrest made 

at protest
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RSU 24 seeks solutions 

to sprinkler problems


