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LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, NOVEMBER 14, 2023  

* * * * * * * 

 

DANETTE L. ANTONACCI, 

having been first duly sworn to faithfully  

and accurately transcribe the following  

proceedings to the best of her ability.   

 

MS. ENGLER:  Good afternoon ladies and

gentlemen of the Grand Jury.  My name is Alissa Engler.

I am the chief deputy attorney general in the Nevada

Attorney General's Office for the Criminal Prosecution

Division.  With me today is Matthew Rashbrook, the

Special Prosecutor for Consumer Protection and Fraud.

We are here presenting Grand Jury case number

23AGJ164A-G, defendants Michael James McDonald, James

Walter DeGraffenreid III, Jesse Reed Law, Durward James

Hindle III, Shawn Michael Meehan, Eileen A. Rice and

Kenneth John Chesebro.  The record will reflect that we

have marked a copy of the proposed Indictment as

Exhibit 1 of your packet and there are several copies of

Exhibit 1 for your review if needed.  

I'm going to read the names of the

witnesses who be testifying throughout these

proceedings.  We will not be submitting today, we'll be01:01
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back on November 28th and December 5th.  Please raise

your hand if you think you might know one of these

witnesses or any of the defendants' names that I have

read.

Miriam Vincent.  Mark Wlaschin.  Daniell

Rhoda.  Todd Grosz.  Warren Heister.  Debra Kempi.  Sean

Cromer.  And Shaun Bowen.

Seeing no hands.

The defendants are charged in this case

with one count of offering false instrument for filing

or record and uttering a forged instrument-forgery.  We

are required by law to advise you of the elements of

these charges.  Exhibit 2 of the packet has been marked

and contains a series of instructions for your review.

Please take a moment to review those instructions now

and throughout the proceedings and please let me know if

you have any questions and I will do my best to answer

them.

While you're taking review of those, the

State's first witness is going to be Miriam Vincent.

THE FOREPERSON:  Good afternoon.  Can you

hear me okay?  

Can you hear me?  Can you unmute yourself?

We can't hear you.  Can you hear me okay now?  

Can you hear me now, Miriam?  Can you say01:03
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something so we can hear you?

Okay.  Miriam, can you say something else?

THE WITNESS:  Can you hear me now?

THE FOREPERSON:  Now we can hear you.

Okay.  Thank you.

THE WITNESS:  Okay.

THE FOREPERSON:  Can you please raise your

right hand.

You do solemnly swear the testimony you are

about to give upon the investigation now pending before

this Grand Jury shall be the truth, the whole truth, and

nothing but the truth, so help you God?

THE WITNESS:  I do.

THE FOREPERSON:  You can lower your hand.

You are advised that you are here today to

give testimony in the investigation pertaining to the

offenses of offering false instrument for filing or

record, uttering a forged instrument-forgery, involving

James DeGraffenreid, Durward Hindle, Jesse Law, Michael

McDonald, Shawn Meehan, Eileen Rice and Kenneth

Chesebro.

Do you understand this advisement?

THE WITNESS:  Yes.

THE FOREPERSON:  Please state your first

and last name and spell them both for the record.01:05
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THE WITNESS:  Miriam Vincent.  M-I-R-I-A-M,

V-I-N-C-E-N-T.

THE FOREPERSON:  We'll do the best.  Maybe

speak a little slower because we're recording this.  The

court reporter.  All right?

THE WITNESS:  All right.

THE FOREPERSON:  Thank you.

THE WITNESS:  Shall I do that again?

THE FOREPERSON:  No, she's okay.

All right.  You may proceed.

MR. RASHBROOK:  Thank you.

Madame Recorder, can you hear me if I speak

at this volume?

THE REPORTER:  I can hear you.  It's the

witness that's cutting out.  

MIRIAM VINCENT, 

having been first duly sworn by the Foreperson of the  

Grand Jury to testify to the truth, the whole truth,  

and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:  

 

EXAMINATION 

 

BY MR. RASHBROOK:  

Q. Miss Vincent, can you hear me?

A. Yes, I can.01:05

 101:05

 2

 3

 4

 501:05

 6

 7

 8

 9

1001:05

11

12

13

14

1501:05

16

17

18

19

2001:05

21

22

23

24

25



     9

Q. Miss Vincent, can you tell us roughly,

without getting too specific, what part of the country

you live in?

A. I live in Washington D.C. on the East

Coast.

Q. And is that more than 100 miles from Las

Vegas, Nevada?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. In order to facilitate your appearance by

audiovisual means today, did you execute a waiver?

A. I did.

Q. If you would turn to what's marked as

Exhibit 3.  Could you take a moment and review that and

tell me if you recognize that document.

A. I do.

Q. How do you recognize that document?  Have

you read it previously?

A. I read it and that's the waiver that I

signed.

Q. If you turn to the second page, can you

tell me do you recognize the signature there?

A. I do.

Q. Is it your signature?

A. It is.

Q. And so according to that waiver do you01:06
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agree to be subject to the perjury laws of the State of

Nevada today?

A. I do.

Q. Thank you.

Miss Vincent, can you tell me are you

employed?

A. I am.

Q. Where do you work?

A. I work for the Office of the Federal

Register.  It's part of the National Archives and

Records Administration.

Q. And how long have you worked at the

National Archives?

A. My current tour I have been there just over

13 years.

Q. And what is your title?

A. Right now I'm the acting director of Legal

affairs and Policy for the Office (inaudible.)

Q. Could you repeat the last part of your

answer?

A. I am the acting director of Legal Affairs

and Policy for the Office of the Federal Register.

Q. Thank you.  How long have you been in that

role?

A. Since June of this year.01:08
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Q. Is that correct, since June of this year?

A. Yes.

Q. And before --

A. 2023.

Q. Thank you.  Prior to that what was your

role?

A. Staff attorney in the same office and

division.

THE REPORTER:  What was the last word,

office and?

MR. RASHBROOK:  And division I believe.

THE WITNESS:  Legal Affairs and Policy

Division, Office of the Federal Register.

BY MR. RASHBROOK:  

Q. Okay.  Could you give us the office name

again, Miss Vincent?

A. Office of the Federal Register.

Q. Office of the Federal Register is what I

heard.

Can you tell us generally what are your

duties in that role?

A. In general we publish the daily Federal

Register and the (inaudible) which are the official

federal regulations and regulatory documents for all

federal agencies.  We also have delegated duties that01:09
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we're assigned by the archivist which includes

administrating the Electoral College and the

Constitutional Amendment process.

Q. So Miss Vincent, the recorder is having a

bit of difficulty understanding you.  I believe at one

time you said the CFR as in Charles, Frank, Robert?

A. Correct.  Code of Federal Regulations.

Q. Thank you.  So those are your duties.  And

can you describe for us a little bit more generally what

is the archive, what does the National Archives do?

A. The National Archives and Records

Administration collects, stores and maintains all

permanent federal records for the Federal government

which includes presidential documents, documents related

to the Electoral College, documents that agencies

produce.

Q. So is it fair to say that the National

Archives is part of the Federal government?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. You mentioned just now that the archives I

believe stores or maintains you said certain records

related to the Electoral College?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell us how those are stored?

A. The archives through the Office of the01:11
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Federal Register, we receive the paper Certificates of

Ascertainment and (inaudible) from all 50 states and the

District of Columbia, every four years.  When we receive

them we store those certificates in a safe in the office

of the Federal Register for a certain amount of time.

Once that time has elapsed we then send those records

actually to the National Archives where they're put into

a (inaudible) record into the official public Federal

Record Collection.  So they're stored with all of the

other federal records.

Q. Thank you.  I just ask you to stop for a

moment.

MS. ENGLER:  So let's go off the record for

a second and we'll reconnect, try to reconnect.

MR. RASHBROOK:  So Miss Vincent, we're

having a hard time, the recorder is having a hard time

understanding your answers.  We're going to go off the

record for a moment and have our IT assistant come back

in and help us reconnect to see if the sound comes in a

little better.

A JUROR:  Ask her to sit closer.

(Recess.)

MR. RASHBROOK:  So we're back on the record

then.  Thank you.

Q. So Miss Vincent, when we left off, the last01:19
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question I asked you I'm going to ask it again because

we didn't get a very good transmission of your answer.

So the question was how does the National Archives store

records related to presidential elections?

A. We receive, or at the Office of the Federal

Register on behalf of the archivist, we receive paper

Certificates of Ascertainment and Certificates of

(inaudible.)

Q. Just one second.  I'm sorry.  Can you give

me the last document, those document titles again?

A. Certificate of Ascertainment and Vote.

Q. Thank you.  So when you receive those

documents --

A. When we receive the documents giving the

election cycle, those are secured in a safe at the

Office of the Federal Register.  After a certain amount

of time, more than a year, less than three years

generally, we then move those certificates to the actual

National Archives holding so they are then stored with

all of the other permanent federal records from the

Electoral College.  So part of the certificate --

Q. So I believe you said once those are moved

to the archives, they're stored with other permanent

federal records; is that correct?

A. Yes.  Yes.01:21

 101:19

 2

 3

 4

 501:19

 6

 7

 8

 9

1001:19

11

12

13

14

1501:20

16

17

18

19

2001:20

21

22

23

24

25



    15

Q. Thank you.

Following the 2020 presidential election,

did the archives receive documents from the Nevada

Secretary of State relating to that presidential

election?

A. Yes.

Q. If you would please take a look at what

we've marked as Exhibit 5.  It's also marked in the

lower right hand corner with GJ000022 through 025.

A. Yes.

Q. Take whatever time you need to review that

and tell me if you recognize those documents.

A. Yes.  So those are the Certificate of

Ascertainment, Certificate of Vote, and in this case a

Certificate of Final Determination.

Q. So the first term, was that Certificate of

Ascertainment?

A. Yeah.

Q. Thank you.  And can you tell me, are these

documents stored by the archives?

A. Yes.

Q. If you were asked to retrieve a copy of

them, would you be able to locate them?

A. Yes.

Q. And how would you go about doing that?01:22
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A. The easiest way is actually to go to the

Electoral College website which is a NARA website and

download them because we make them all available for

public inspection.  When we receive the paper we scan

them and we put them online.

Q. Okay.  You said a website.  I think you

said NARA website; is that correct?

A. Yes.  So NARA is the National Archives and

Records Administration.

Q. The National Archives and Records

Administration?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.

A. It's also known as NARA.

Q. And is that, I'm sorry I'm saying that out

but I want to just spell it for the record, is that N as

in Nancy, A as in Alpha, R as in Robert, A as in Alpha?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  So looking at the pages we're

looking at in Exhibit 5, does that appear to you to be

true and correct copies of those certificates that the

archives received from the Nevada Secretary of State?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell me approximately when did the

archives receive these documents?01:23
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A. We received the Certificate of

Ascertainment on its own on December 8, 2020 and we

received the Vote Set, the Certificate of Ascertainment

cleared with the Certificate of Vote on December 17,

2020.

Q. Just at the end there we lost you for a

second.  I believe you said the Vote Set which consists

of the Certificate of Ascertainment and the Certificate

of Vote; is that correct?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. Thank you.

And so once the archives receives these

documents, what happens with them next?

A. The attorneys in the Legal division of the

Office of the Federal Register will review them for

facial (inaudible.)

Q. Once second.  I'm sorry, I'm going to stop

you there.  You broke up.  Did you say they review them

for legal sufficiency?

A. Yes, facial legal sufficiency.

Q. Facial?

A. Meaning on the face they match the

requirement of the statute.

Q. Of the statute I believe you said.

A. Yes.01:25
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Q. And so once that first review happens, then

what happens next?

A. So once we verify that all the required

elements are present, we scan the certificates and we

put them online for public inspection.  We then store

the paper records in the safe.

Q. And I believe you mentioned earlier that

the first review is to determine whether they appear to

comply with statute.  Which statute are you referring

to?

A. So in 2020 that was the Electoral Count Act

of 1887.

Q. Can you just say that again?  The Electoral

Count Act I think you said?

A. The Electoral Count Act of 1887.

Q. Thank you.

So if you would please, can you turn to

page 22 and tell me, do you see on page 22 any of the

requirements under the statute that led you to determine

these met the facial review?

A. Yes.  So on page 22 the signature of the

voters of the electors matched the names of those

individuals who are appointed by the Certificate of

Ascertainment.  It's labeled the Certificate of Vote

from Nevada.  It includes the statement that the full01:27
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vote total received for each presidential candidate and

each vice presidential candidate.  In this case only one

candidate received all of the available votes so there

is only a listing of one name for each office.

Q. And so can you tell us, these were, and I

apologize, you may have said this previously, but where

or how does the archives designate and store these

records?

A. The official (inaudible) paper records are

secured in a safe at the office of the Federal Register

throughout the election and for a year after.  At that

point we transfer them to the main National Archives for

permanent storage with the other record for previous

electoral elections.

Q. Thank you.  If you could turn to the page

marked in the bottom right ending in 025.  Can you tell

us what that document is?

A. So that is a Certificate of Final

Determination under the statute under the Electoral

Count Act.

Q. Under the Electoral Count Act?

A. Under the Electoral Count Act there is a

statement that states should make a final determination

by no later than six days before the meeting of the

electors if there's any type of controversy regarding01:29
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the election results or appointment of electors.  So

this document on GJ000025 is the certificate from the

State of Nevada confirming that all legal controversies

have been resolved and again confirming that the

appointed electors on the Certificate of Ascertainment

were the appointed electors for the meeting of the

electors.

Q. Could you repeat the last couple of words

of your answer there, Miss Vincent?

A. So it confirms that the appointment of

electors on the Certificate of Ascertainment are in fact

the electors that were appointed by the State and

therefore members of the electoral college.

Q. Thank you.

In looking at that document, can you tell

me do you see any signatures on it?

A. Yes.

Q. Who does it appear has signed those?

A. The Governor of the State of Nevada at the

time, Steve Sisolak, and the Secretary of State of

Nevada at the time, Barbara K. Cegavske.

Q. And can you tell me do you see the State

seal on that document?

A. Yes, there is a State seal.

Q. If you'd turn to page 23 and 24.  And tell01:31
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me in that document do you see two signatures on page

24?

A. Yes.

Q. And whose do they appear to be?

A. Again the Governor of Nevada and the

Secretary of State of Nevada in 2020, Steve Sisolak and

Barbara K. Cegavske.

Q. Do you see the State seal on page 24 also?

A. Yes, there is a State seal.

Q. Did the archives receive another set of

documents following the 2020 presidential election which

purported to include Nevada's Certificate of Vote?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. If you turn to Exhibit 4 please and those

are marked also as GJ00001 through 020.  Pardon me, 021.

Take whatever time you need to review those and then

tell me if you recognize those.

A. I do.

Q. Can you tell me what is Exhibit 4?  What

are those pages?

A. Those pages, on 1 is my Certificate of

Custodian of Record form that attests to the fact that

we received these and we provided (inaudible) Nevada.

The remaining pages we determined were non-official

certificates.  They did not come from the State of01:33
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Nevada even though they purported to vote for Donald

Trump and Mike Pence for President and Vice President

respectively.

Q. Does it appear to you that these are true

and correct copies of the documents the archives

received?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell me approximately when the

archives received these documents?

A. December 22, 2020.

Q. Did you say December 22nd of 2020?

A. Yes.

Q. And can you tell me what did NARA do --

pardon me.  What did the archives do when it received

these documents?

A. We scanned them and made them available to

the State of Nevada and to the National Archives and

Records Administration, Office of the Inspector General,

and then we stored them as administrative record related

to the Electoral College making them permanent records

of the Office of the Federal Register but not permanent

records in the Electoral College presidential documents

(inaudible.)

Q. Did there come a time that you were asked

by someone from the Nevada Attorney General's Office to01:35
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retrieve a copy of these?

A. Yes.

Q. And in response to that request did you

provide these copies?

A. Yes.

Q. How did you go about locating these in

response to that request?

A. We have them on a specific, we have the

digital copies of what we scan are on a special share

drive on the archives network so I went to that drive, I

retrieved the copy, the scanned copy, and I printed and

mailed the paper copies to Nevada along with the

certification.

Q. If you look at page 1, can you tell me if

you recognize the signature, I'll say the higher of the

two signatures.

A. Yes, that's my signature.

Q. Are these documents stored in the same

location or in the same manner as those we talked about

in Exhibit 5?

A. No.

Q. Why is that?

A. Because they are not official state records

pertaining to the Electoral College.  They did not come

from the State of Nevada.  They are lacking the State01:37
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seal.  They did not match the signatures of the voters

or the performing voters in this case did not match the

names of the individuals who were appointed by the State

of Nevada.  So these are supplementary records,

administrative records received in the course of

business but they are not official State Electoral

College records.

Q. If you would turn please to page 2 and 3.

Can you tell me what you see on those pages?

A. I see what appears to be a Statement of

Votes for President for Donald Trump and signatures of a

number of individuals.  The names under the signatures

do not match the content of the Certificate of

Ascertainment we received from the State.

Q. Can you tell me the names that you see on

page 3?

A. Michael McDonald, James DeGraffenreid,

Durward James Hindle III, Jesse Law, Shawn Meehan and

Eileen Rice.

Q. Would you repeat the last two names please.  

A. Shawn Meehan and Eileen Rice.

Q. Turning back to page 2.  Would you please

read for us the first paragraph below the title?

A. We, the undersigned, being the duly elected

and qualified Electors for President and Vice President01:39
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of the United States of America from the State of

Nevada, do hereby certify the following.

Q. If you would turn to page 10 of that

document.  Can you tell me what that is?

A. That appears to be a Certificate of Vote or

attempt to vote for Vice President.

Q. Can you read for us the -- I apologize.

A. No, go ahead.

Q. Can you read for us the first paragraph of

that document?

A. We, the undersigned, being the duly elected

and qualified Electors for President and Vice President

of the United States of America from the State of

Nevada, do hereby certify the following.

Q. Thank you.  Could you turn to page 11

please.

Tell me do you see those, do you see

signatures on that page?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. And can you tell me the names associated

with them?

A. Michael J. McDonald, James DeGraffenreid,

Durward James Hindle III, Jesse Law, Shawn Meehan and

Eileen Rice.

Q. Would you turn to page 21 please.01:41
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Can you tell me what that is?

A. That is a copy of the mailing material that

contains these non-official Certificates to Vote.

Q. And can you tell me the address they were

sent to?  

A. They were sent to 700 Pennsylvania Avenue

Northwest, Washington D.C.

Q. Is that the address for the archives?

A. That is an address for the archives.

Q. And can you tell me the return address in

the upper left portion?

A. Michael J. McDonald, Nevada Republican

Party, 840 South Rancho Drive, 4-800, Las Vegas, Nevada.

Q. If you look in the upper right portion, can

you tell me if you see a postmark?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell, can you see in the image what

date is stamped there?

A. On the postage page it's December 14th.  On

the actual ink stamp it also appears to be December 14,

2020.

MR. RASHBROOK:  Miss Vincent, those are all

the questions I have for you at this time.  I'm going to

ask the grand jurors if they have any questions for you.

If they do I ask you to pause before you answer in the01:45
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event that I need to clarify something or sort of tidy

up the question.  Okay?  Thank you.

THE WITNESS:  Okay.

MR. RASHBROOK:  Do any of the grand jurors

have questions?  

Please go ahead.

BY A JUROR:  

Q. Were there any other, is this page 1

through 25 absolutely everything that was in the packet?

MR. RASHBROOK:  I just want to clarify your

question.  Are you asking whether page 1 through 21 or

are you asking about page, because Exhibit 4 ends at

page 21 and I think you mentioned page 25 earlier.

A JUROR:  Pages 1 through 21, does that

constitute everything?

MR. RASHBROOK:  Everything that was in that

envelope?

A JUROR:  Correct.

BY MR. RASHBROOK:  

Q. So Miss Vincent, the question is are pages

1 through 21 everything that was contained within that

mailing?

A. Yes.  So 21 was the envelope.  One is my

affidavit.  So pages 2 through 20 were in the envelope

that is marked page 21.  And that was everything that01:46
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was in that envelope.

BY A JUROR:  

Q. Thank you.  Also is the reason it's not

stored -- are those the only three reasons it's

determined not to be an official record?

BY MR. RASHBROOK:  

Q. Referring to Exhibit 4, can you tell us why

those were not determined to be official or why they

were determined to be unofficial?

A. They did not come from a State office.  It

was not the Secretary of State's office, it was not the

governor's office, it was not an office within the State

legislature.  They were not paired with the original

Certificate of Ascertainment as is required by the

statute and the names of the purported electors did not

match the names of the individuals who were formally

pointed as electors in the Certificate of Ascertainment

and then confirmed with the Certificate of Final

Determination.

BY A JUROR:  

Q. The relevance of the dates received?

MR. RASHBROOK:  That question calls for a

legal conclusion so I'm going to direct Miss Vincent not

to answer it.

Miss Vincent, did you hear me?01:49
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THE WITNESS:  I heard you direct me not to

answer.  I did not hear the actual question.

MR. RASHBROOK:  That's fine.

Are there any other questions?  

Seeing none.

THE FOREPERSON:  So Miss Vincent, by law,

these proceedings are secret and you are prohibited from

disclosing to anyone anything that has transpired before

us, including evidence and statements presented to the

Grand Jury, any event occurring or statement made in the

presence of the Grand Jury, and information obtained by

the Grand Jury. 

Failure to comply with this admonition is a 

gross misdemeanor punishable by up to 364 days in the 

Clark County Detention Center and a $2,000 fine.  In 

addition, you may be held in contempt of court 

punishable by an additional $500 fine and 25 days in the 

Clark County Detention Center.   

Do you understand this admonition?   

THE WITNESS:  Yes, I do.

THE FOREPERSON:  All right.  Thank you,

ma'am.  You're excused.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

MS. ENGLER:  Thank you.  We'll be back on

November 28th so that concludes the testimony that we01:50
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have for today.

A JUROR:  Thank you.

(Proceedings adjourned, to reconvene on  

Tuesday, November 28, 2023.)

--oo0oo-- 
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE 

 

STATE OF NEVADA    ) 

:  ss 

COUNTY OF CLARK     ) 

 

I, Danette L. Antonacci, C.C.R. 222, do

hereby certify that I took down in Shorthand (Stenotype)

all of the proceedings had in the before-entitled matter

at the time and place indicated and thereafter said

shorthand notes were transcribed at and under my

direction and supervision and that the foregoing

transcript constitutes a full, true, and accurate record

of the proceedings had.

Dated at Las Vegas, Nevada, 

November 27, 2023. 

          /s/ Danette L. Antonacci

                ________________________________ 

          Danette L. Antonacci, C.C.R. 222 
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AFFIRMATION 

Pursuant to NRS 239B.030 

 

The undersigned does hereby affirm that the 

preceding TRANSCRIPT filed in GRAND JURY CASE NUMBER 

23AGJ164A-G:  

 

 

 X  Does not contain the social security number of any  

person, 

 

-OR- 

___ Contains the social security number of a person as 

required by: 

 

        A.  A specific state or federal law, to- 

            wit: NRS 656.250. 

-OR- 

        B.  For the administration of a public program 

     or for an application for a federal or  

            state grant. 

 

/s/ Danette L. Antonacci 

_________________________          11-27-23 

Signature    Date 

 

Danette L. Antonacci  

Print Name 

 

Official Court Reporter 

Title  
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