
The nicknames we give 
to our cities and towns 
can be fun. They can be 

promotional tools. 
They can also be a bit 
derisive at times, too. 

Some are well-known 
nationally (New York’s 
“The Big Apple”) and 

some not quite so 
much (“The Big 

Pineapple”? 
Seriously, Honolulu?)

Here’s a look at 100 
of our nation’s most 

interesting city 
nicknames.

HOME
HOME
SWEET

,

THE BIG APPLE
NEW YORK
Sportswriter John Fitz Gerald of the New 
York Telegraph newspaper began using this 
nickname in the 1920s to refer to the number 
of important horse races held in and around 
the city. In the 1970s, the New York Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau began using the 
term in a promotional campaign.

THE WINDY CITY
CHICAGO
While New York and Chicago were competing to 
host the 1893 Columbian Exposition, editor 
Charles Dana of the New York Sun wrote a piece 
dismissive of Chicago, calling it “that windy city.” 
While Chicago is famous for its harsh weather, 
Dana was referring to the windbag politicians 
there who were badmouthing New York. 

JACKALOPE 
CAPITAL OF 
THE WORLD
DOUGLAS, 
WYOMING
The fictional animals 
were the creation of 
two taxidermists 
there with a sense 
of humor. 

CITY OF 
BROTHERLY 
LOVE
PHILADELPHIA,
PENNSYLVANIA
The Greek word 
for love is “phileo.” 
The Greek word 
for brother is 
“adelphos.”

WHISKERS
CRESTWOOD, 
KENTUCKY
A man named 
Joseph Beard 
donated land for 
the town’s first 
railroad station in 
1857 Beard? 
Whiskers? Get it?

CITY OF 
ANGELS
LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA
This is another 
easy one: “The 
angels” is the 
literal Spanish 
translation of 
“Los Angeles.”

Sources: 
AtlasObscura.com, 
Elle Decor, O�ces.net, 
Thrillist, 
TripTrivia.com, 
ABC News, 
Encyclopaedia 
Brittanica, 
SeeCalifornia.com

Hotlanta
Atlanta

Charm City
Baltimore

The Sweetest
Place on Earth

Hershey, Pa.

City of
Trees
Boise

Bozone
Bozeman

Good People
Surrounded
by Badlands

Glendive,
Mont.Queen City

of the Rockies
Helena

The Scenic City
Chattanooga, Tenn.

The Windy City
The Second City

Chicago

Jewel of
the Prairie

Grinnell, Iowa

Cincy
Cincinnati, Ohio

Hog Country
Fayetteville, Ark.

Flag Town
Flagsta�, Ariz.

Emerald
Coast
Fort Walton
Beach, Fla.

Big Strawberry
Garden Grove, Calif.

Furniture City
Grand Rapids,
Mich.

The Big D
Dallas

The Mile
High City
Denver

The Big
Pineapple
Honolulu

Mad
City

Madison,
Wis.

The Little
Apple

Manhattan,
Kan.

Home of
the Blues

Memphis,
Tenn.

The Magic City
Miami

Cradle of the
Confederacy

Montgomery, Ala.
America’s Most

Haunted City
Savannah, Ga.

Port City
Muskegon, Mich.

Music
City

Nashville,
Tenn.

Whiskers
Crestwood, Ky.

The Big
Easy
New
Orleans

Atomic City
Oak Ridge, Tenn.

O-Town
Oakland, Calif.

City of
Roses
Pasadena,
Calif.

City of Brotherly Love
Philadelphia

Iron City
Pittsburgh,

Pa.

Rip City
Portland

City of Oaks
Raleigh, N.C.

Palmetto City
Charleston, S.C.

Star of
the West
Rapid City, S.D.

Magic City
of the Plains

Cheyenne, Wyo.

Biggest
Little City
in the World
Reno, Nev.

Saintly City
Saint Paul, Minn.

City of
Witches
Salem, Mass.

City in Motion
San Diego

The City
by the Bay

San Francisco

Electric City
Schenectady, N.Y.

Space City
Bayou City
Houston

Surf City
Huntington
Beach, Calif.

Indy
Indianapolis

Jax
Jacksonville, Fla.

Wall Street
West

Jersey City, N.J.

Paris of
the Plains
Kansas
City, Mo.Sin City

Glitter Gulch
Las Vegas

City of Angels
La-La Land
Los Angeles

The Emerald City
Seattle

The Big O
Omaha, Neb.

The City Beautiful
Orlando, Fla.

The Lilac City
Spokane

Lake 
City
Coeur
d’Alene

The
Richest
Hill on
Earth
Butte

Gateway to
the West
St. Louis

St. Pete
St. Petersburg, Fla.

The Shug
Sugar Land, Texas

Cigar City
Tampa, Fla.

The Brass City
Waterbury, Conn.

Waterpark
of the World
Wisconsin
Dells, Wis.

The Onion City
Winooski, Vt.

Tinseltown
Hollywood, Calif.

Motor City
Motown
Detroit, Mich.Family

City USA
Orem,
Utah

City of
the Saints

Salt Lake
City

Our Name
Speaks
For Itself
Talent, Ore.

The Wickedest
Little City in

America
Dodge City, Kan.

Drunktown
Gallup, N.M.

The Town Too
Tough to Die
Tombstone, Ariz.

The Golden
Heart City
Fairbanks, Alaska

Dog-Mushing
Center of the
World
Knik, Alaska

First City
of Alaska
Sitka, Alaska

Alien Capital
of the World
Roswell, N.M.

The City
with a Legend
El Paso, Texas

The Texas Tropics
McAllen, Texas

The Crossroads
Victoria, Texas

Cow Town
Fort Worth, Texas

The Buckle of
the Bible Belt

Waco, Texas

The
Sunshine

Factory
Tucson, Ariz.

Town of Oil Repute
Drumright, Okla.

Poison Oak
Capital of
the World
Forestville, Calif.

The Bu�alo City
Jamestown, N.D.

The Magic City
Minot, N.D.

The Queen City
Charlotte, N.C.

The Grand Strand
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

The Twin Ports
Duluth, Minn.

The Icebox of America
International Falls, Minn.

The Queen City
of the East

Bangor, Maine

The City that
Trees Built

Berlin, N.H.

Jackalope
Capital of
the World

Douglas, Wyo.

Little London
Colorado Springs,

Colo.
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The Big Apple
Gotham
New York

Beantown
Boston

City of Lakes
Minneapolis

Shampoo-
Banana
Champaign-
Urbana, Ill.


