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Sarah Bush Lincoln Orthopedics 
was recognized by Women’s 
Choice Awards Best 100 Hospitals. 
The award is based on its 
   • clinical performance
   • patient experience scores
   • advanced technology

Sarah Bush Lincoln has the largest 
orthopedic group in downstate 
Illinois and performs nearly 1,450 
total knee and hip replacements 
annually.

SBL has also earned The Joint 
Commission’s Gold Seal of 
Approval for Total Hip and 
Knee Replacement Certification 
by demonstrating continuous 
commitment to providing 
excellence in patient care.
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MAKO® ROBOTIC-ARM ASSISTED SURGERY
With the Mako Robotic-Arm Assisted joint surgery, people have a more 
predictable and successful outcome. CT-based 3D imaging of your unique bone 
anatomy is used to identify the joint implant size, orientation and alignment. The 
surgeon guides the robotic arm to position the implant for exact placement.

ROSA® KNEE SYSTEM
ROSA, or Robotic Surgical Assistant, is designed to help the surgeon tailor the 
placement of your knee implant just for you. It uses a camera and optical trackers 
to know exactly where the knee is in space. This helps the surgeon precisely 
position the implant based on each person’s unique anatomy.

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE
An alternative to surgery is regenerative medicine which can replace surgery in 
some cases. The goal of the joint injection treatment is to restore patient’s natural 
joint surface, rather than to replace with an artificial joint.

Innovative robotic technology allows 
Sarah Bush Lincoln orthopedic surgeons 
to personalize total knee, partial knee and 
total hip replacement procedures to each 
patient. 

CUTTING-EDGE

“We are proud to offer this highly advanced 
robotic technology in our area. The addition of 
these incredible advancements demonstrates 
our commitment to provide the community 
with outstanding healthcare.”

PETER BONUTTI, MD

Robotic 
Technology



800.743.5151
KingeryPrinting.com   � � �

Central Illinois was once considered the commercial print 
capital of the world. For over half a century, Kingery Printing 
has led a steady charge back to the forefront through 
reinvestment in people, equipment, and sustainability.

This spring, in partnership with RICOH USA, Kingery Printing 
will be the first book printer in the world to install the RICOH 
Pro™ VC80000 high-speed digital inkjet web press.

ai1706552096106_Ricoh_EDN_Progress24.pdf   1   1/29/24   12:14 PM
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Kingery Printing Company is an innova-
tive, family-owned and operated company 
dedicated to the power and reliability of 
print. Built on the cornerstones of integ-
rity, craftsmanship, and customer service, 
Kingery has been a trusted partner for over 
fifty-five years.

Kingery Printing was founded in 1968 by 
John and Dolores Kingery, in a rented build-
ing on the courthouse square in Effingham, 
Illinois. Since those humble beginnings, 
Kingery Printing has blazed new trails and 
established itself as an industry leader, now 
employing over 200 people across two loca-
tions in Effingham and Mattoon, Illinois.

“When my father started in 1968, the 
transition from hot lead to offset printing 
was just taking place,” said President Mike 
Kingery. “We entered the market with offset 
presses and we’ve been on the cutting edge 
ever since. Now, we’re pivoting again with 
new technology.” In early February of 2024, 
RICOH USA will begin installation of the 
RICOH Pro™ VC80000 high-speed digital 
inkjet web press in Kingery’s press room in 
Effingham. Kingery is proud to be the first 
book printer in the world to install this press.

At 50 feet long, the VC80000 incorporates 

temperature-controlled inkjet heads, achiev-
ing a maximum resolution of 1,200 dpi 
(dots per inch). Each dot of ink is about 20 
microns wide—or about one-fifth the size of 
a human hair. That means 1.44 million dots 
of ink are packed into a one-inch square and 
sprayed onto a giant sheet of paper moving 
at a speed of 492 feet per minute.

The VC80000 delivers speed and pre-

cision—with zero sacrifice in quality. The 
press is outfitted with scanners to constantly 
monitor print quality. It perpetually reviews 
each individual inkjet head, allowing for 
real-time automatic compensation for any 
nozzle issues. Color-to-color and front-to-
back registration are immediately corrected.

“Printing is alive and well in Effingham,” 
Kingery said. “We were saddened to hear the 
news that Quad Graphics was closing their 
plants in Effingham. Printing has been a part 
of the fabric of Effingham and the surround-
ing area for decades. At one time in the 
1980s, on a per-capita-basis, there was more 
printed product shipping from Effingham 
every day than anywhere else in the world.

“Kingery Printing and the other printers in 
the area are doing fine and will continue to 
push forward,” Kingery added. “We’re excit-
ed about investing in this technology. We’re 
the first book printer on the planet to do so.”

The RICOH press is only the first step in 
an overhaul of the production floor in Eff-
ingham’s KPC plant. A new cutter, perfect 
binder, and stitcher will be installed on the 
heels of the digital inkjet. One piece will be 
delivered every three weeks. Prep work be-
gan in late December, and after a few weeks 
of training this March, all new equipment 
will go live for jobs by early spring.

“We’re excited about this,” Kingery 
admitted. “This equipment will open new 
markets that we haven’t been in previously. 
This new press will set us up for the long-
term,” Kingery explained. “Now we’ll be 
able to print a single book, or hundreds of 
thousands, and do so competitively. Our 
market will now be short-run books and 
direct mail.”

Kingery Printing’s roots are in commercial 
printing, specifically magazines. With its 
acquisition of United Graphics in late 2017, 
the pivot into the book market began. In six 
short years, books have climbed to roughly 
half of Kingery’s overall annual revenue.

“We are a printing family committed to 
our industry,” Kingery said. “We intend to 
remain viable long into the future with these 
kinds of investments. This new technology 
will change Kingery Printing forever.”

Kingery Printing
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TOP LAWYERS
EFFINGHAM AREA
BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS
These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.

Jeffrey I. Cisco Cisco Law PC Champaign 217.991.0409
Criminal Defense: DUI; Criminal Defense: Felonies/Misdemeanors; Nursing Home Negligence; Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation

Elizabeth Eberspacher Nohren Dove & Dove Shelbyville 217.774.2137
Adoption/Reproductive Technology; Close/Private Held Business; Family; ADR: Family; Trust/Will/Estate

R. Samuel Postlewait Hughes Tenney Postlewait Coale LLC Decatur 217.428.5383
Agriculture; Closely/Privately Held Business; Commercial Litigation; Real Estate: Commercial; Trust/Will/Estate

James D. Cottrell James D. Cottrell Law Office PC Champaign 217.693.4905
Agriculture; Closely/Privately Held Business; Land Use/Zoning/Condemnation; Real Estate: Commercial; Trust/Will/Estate

Larry A. Apfelbaum Kanoski Bresney Champaign/Decatur 217.356.1570
Workers’ Compensation

Todd A. Bresney Kanoski Bresney Champaign/Decatur 217.356.1520
Personal Injury: General

William J. Harrington Kanoski Bresney Champaign/Decatur 217.356.1570
Personal Injury: General

Robert M. Javoronok Jr. Kanoski Bresney Champaign/Decatur 217.356.1570
Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation

Kathy A. Olivero Kanoski Bresney Champaign/Decatur 217.356.1570
Workers’ Compensation

John J. Waldman Kanoski Bresney Champaign/Decatur 217.356.1570
Workers’ Compensation

Jack Kiley Kiley Klein Ltd Decatur 217.428.0948
Civil Appellate; Commercial Litigation; Personal Injury Defense: General; Personal Injury: General

Richard P. Klaus Klaus LeFebvre & Wince LLP Champaign 217.337.4700
Civil Appellate; Commercial Litigation; Personal Injury Defense: General

Thomas B. Borton Livingston Barger Brandt & Schroeder LLP Champaign 217.351.7479
Commercial Litigation; Medical Malpractice Defense; Professional Malpractice Defense

Kevin M. Toth Livingston Barger Brandt & Schroeder LLP Champaign 217.351.7479
Commercial Litigation; Medical Malpractice Defense; Professional Malpractice Defense

Joseph R. Wetzel Livingston Barger Brandt & Schroeder LLP Champaign 217.351.7479
Commercial Litigation; Medical Malpractice Defense; Personal Injury Defense: General

Keith W. Casteel Samuels Miller Schroeder Jackson & Sly LLP Decatur 217.429.4325
Agriculture; Banking/Financial Institutions; Environmental; Real Estate: Commercial; Trust/Will/Estate

Joshua J. Dubbelde Samuels Miller Schroeder Jackson & Sly LLP Decatur 217.429.4325
Closely/Privately Held Business; Real Estate: Commercial; Real Estate: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate

Scott E. Garwood Samuels Miller Schroeder Jackson & Sly LLP Decatur 217.429.4325
Closely/Privately Held Business; Mergers/Acquisitions; Real Estate: Commercial; Trust/Will/Estate

James T. Jackson Samuels Miller Schroeder Jackson & Sly LLP Decatur 217.429.4325
Commercial Litigation; Personal Injury Defense: General; School

Mark E. Jackson Samuels Miller Schroeder Jackson & Sly LLP Decatur 217.429.4325
Adoption/Reproductive Technology; Medical Malpractice Defense; Personal Injury Defense: General; Products Liability Defense; Workers’ Compensation Defense

Craig W. Runyon Samuels Miller Schroeder Jackson & Sly LLP Decatur 217.429.4325
Banking/Financial Institutions; Creditor Rights/Commercial Collections; Real Estate: Commercial; Real Estate: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate

Darrell A. Woolums Samuels Miller Schroeder Jackson & Sly LLP Decatur 217.429.4325
Agriculture; Banking/Financial Institutions; Governmental/Municipal/Lobbying/Administrative; Real Estate: Commercial; Trust/Will/Estate

Nicholas M. Schiro Schiro & Themer Danville 217.443.1721
Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation

EffinghamDailyNews_ProgressBook2024_7.5x10.indd   1 1/24/24   1:09 PM
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A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer. The distinction was earned by being among those lawyers most often 
recommended by their peers. For a full description of our research process, a complete list of all Leading or Emerging Lawyers, and to view profiles 
of the lawyers listed on this page, go to 

www.LeadingLawyers.com
A Division of Law Bulletin Media – est. 1854

These EMERGING LAWYERS have been identified by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois who are 40 years 
of age or younger OR who have been admitted to the practice of law for 10 or fewer years.
Kaylee I. Boehm Dove & Dove Shelbyville 217.774.2137
Adoption/Reproductive Technology; Family

Gina Couri-Cyphers Kanoski Bresney Champaign/Decatur 217.356.1570
Personal Injury: General

Jordan T. Klein Kiley Klein Ltd Decatur 217.428.0948
Closely/Privately Held Business; Government/Municipal/Lobbying/Administrative; Personal Injury Defense: General

Charles W. Sprague Livingston Barger Brandt & Schroeder LLP Champaign 217.351.7479
Medical Malpractice Defense

Nathan T. Kolb Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Civil Appellate; Insurance/Insurance Coverage/Reinsurance; Medical Malpractice Defense; Personal Injury Defense: General

Rowan E. Themer Schiro & Themer Champaign 217.607.0750
Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation

Timothy M. Shay Shay and Associates Decatur 217.425.5900
Personal Injury: General; Personal Injury: Professional Malpractice; Workers’ Compensation

William A. Peithmann The Peithmann Law Office Mahomet 217.586.6102
Agriculture; Real Estate: Commercial; Real Estate: Residential; Tax: Individual; Trust/Will/Estate

Denise Knipp Bates Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Elder; Real Estate: Residential

Justin N. Brunner Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Civil Rights/Constitutional; Government/Municipal/Lobbying/Administrative; Medical Malpractice Defense; Personal Injury Defense: General; Professional Malpractice Def

Eric S. Chovanec Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Employment: Management; Labor: Management; Workers’ Compensation Defense

James D. Green Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Insurance/Insurance Coverage/Reinsurance; Personal Injury Defense: General

Richard R. Harden Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Medical Malpractice Defense; Personal Injury Defense: General

Kenneth D. Reifsteck Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Civil Appellate; Workers’ Compensation Defense

Nathaniel M. Schmitz Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Closely/Privately Held Business; Real Estate: Commercial; Real Estate: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate

John M. Sturmanis Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Workers’ Compensation Defense

Lott H. Thomas Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500
Trust/Will/Estate

John T. Wozniak Wozniak & Associates Urbana 217.367.1647
Trust/Will/Estate

EffinghamDailyNews_ProgressBook2024_7.5x10.indd   2 1/24/24   1:09 PM
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Family-operated Barlow Lock and Security, 
Inc. offers companies and homeowners peace 
of mind through a broad array of security and 
surveillance systems.

“The business was started over five decades 
ago in Dieterich by my father, Floyd,” said Cathy 
Bierman, who currently runs the business. 
“We’ve been in our current location in Effingham 
for 20 years.” Bierman’s sons Zak and Kurt work 
in the shop as well. 

The business has grown over the years with 
an emphasis on security and surveillance sys-
tems. An incident with the company’s founder 

actually led to the creation of the business.
“Floyd ran an appliance store in Dieterich,” 

said Cathy. “Someone broke into the business, 
so he installed his first security system in that 
business.”

The company has expanded with technology, 
like remote view camera systems.

Today, customers of Barlow can have custom 
systems set up at their businesses and resi-
dences. Immediate notifications and monitoring 
are available on smart phones and electronic 
devices.

Unlike other security companies, Barlow 

doesn’t require monthly monitoring. Central 
Station Monitoring is an option.

Systems are custom designed to fit customer 
needs, including remote access, police notifica-
tion and other features. Just the presence of an 
alarm system often provides valuable deterrence. 

Barlow can be reached at 800-322-7569 or 
217-347-9630 or online at  
www.barlow-security.com or by email at  
office@barlow-security.com 

Barlow Lock & Security
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From the Editor

There are some-
times growing 
pains with 
progress. For 

the past few months, and 
looking ahead for some 
time, the construction on 
Fayette Avenue in Effing-
ham is a prime example.

The  $21 million Illinois 
Department of Transporta-

tion project is expected to continue into 2026.
Nick Taylor reports in this edition of Progress that 

the overall aim of the project is to reduce congestion 
on the busy and sometimes dangerous roadway. De-
spite the challenges they’re facing, Fayette Avenue 
business owners have been rolling with the punches 
as they plan to relocate to allow for the expansion 
of the road, which is used by approximately 19,000 
drivers on a daily basis. 

Chip Andes, the owner of Andes Health Mart 
Pharmacy, is grappling with those growing pains. 
He’s relocating the store – out of the way of prog-
ress. In the end, he thinks he’ll benefit.

“I guess I’m taking one for the team, with the 
team being Effingham, because it’s well known that 
this highway is too narrow, dangerous and certainly 
needed improvement,” Andes said.

Elsewhere, we explore projects across our com-
munity that are less painful.

We welcome the opening in late February of the $5 
million Wright Family Center in Dieterich. Located 
on South Pine Street, it includes a full-sized bas-
ketball court with two cross-courts, three pickleball 
courts, a volleyball court, a 24-hour fitness center 
with state-of-the-art equipment, a two-lane walking 
track and a badminton court. The building is also 
home to a new day care and three community rooms.

“It’s such a long time coming, but it feels remark-
able,” said Wright Family Center Director Traci 
Bruns. “I’m just so excited for the community to 
have this space.”

Meanwhile, the group behind the Effingham 
Showcase Center is gearing up its efforts to raise the 
$18 million needed for construction of a building that 
will house softball, soccer, baseball and volleyball.

There could also be drone races, robot wars and 
other things for the youth to get involved in. And 
possibly events such as car shows, boat shows and 
rodeos.

Cathy Griffith reports that kindergarteners in Di-
eterich are excited to come to school each day now 
that they have new classrooms. The new kindergar-
ten wing is part of a facilities expansion project at 
the pre-K-12 building that began in March last year 
and is nearing completion.

The expansion is to meet the needs of growing en-
rollment, which has increased about 30% in the past 
12 years climbing to 607 students this school year.

The growth has mainly been in primary grades, 
where enrollment has consistently averaged upper 
40s to lower 50s, swelling class sizes, especially 

for the district’s kindergarten level. During the first 
semester of this school year, the district had two 
kindergarten sections, with 27 students in one and 
26 in the other.

Cathy also looks at how the village of Montrose 
has been on a path to progress ever since it received 
a $600,000 parks grant last year. Montrose is using 
the grant to improve its campground and lake 
recreation area, which attracts people from all over 
the area.

Village President Steve Browning hopes to add 
another attraction to the lake — a wedding venue 
— with an observation deck for couples to hold 
their weddings that is being funded by the grant. 
The grant also will allow the village to install new 
playground equipment, restroom facilities, shower 
house for campers and boat ramp.

The momentum the grant has spurred has 
village officials embarking on a program to create 
a comprehensive plan for the village – a strategic 
visioning and planning process in which residents 
provide input to create that plan.

Elsewhere in the county, ETrax has seen steady 
ridership since it began operating in July. It’s similar 
to a bus route in large cities, but there is one dif-
ference. Between the designated stops, buses may 
deviate up to one-quarter of a mile from the estab-
lished route to pick up or drop off riders. Deviations 
must be prescheduled, and only one is allowed per 
loop. The scheduled stops include medical centers, 
stores, apartments and a travel center. A boarding 
pass is $1, and a monthly pass is $35.

Central Illinois Public Transit Program Director 
Beth Beck-Marts said the service has been averag-
ing about 190 to 195 rides a month, with December 
seeing the most significant increase — 220 rides — 
despite operating fewer days because of the holidays.

“I think it’s slowly catching on. It seems like all 
of our stops are doing well,” said Beck-Marts, add-
ing Walmart and Kirby Foods are popular stops. 

Effingham County officials would like to eventu-
ally add a route to serve the city’s southern portion. 
But Beck-Marts said it’s too soon to tell if such a 
route is warranted.

Those stories and more fill this edition of Prog-
ress, spotlighting the bright future ahead for our 
community.

Jeff Long 
Editor

Jeff Long is the editor of the Effingham Daily 
News. He is a 1987 graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, and has worked for newspapers 
in England, Pennsylvania and Virginia. For 13 years, 
he was a reporter and later an editor at the Chicago 
Tribune. A past president and current board member 
of the Illinois Associated Press Media Editors, he 
lives in Altamont with his wife, Karen.

Nick Taylor covers Effingham 
County, Altamont, Teutopolis 
and Dieterich for the Effingham 
Daily News. He graduated from 
Butler University in 2021 with 
a bachelor’s degree in philoso-
phy. As the son of two Indiana 
attorneys, he worked as a 
paralegal assistant at Taylor 
Law Firm in his home state 
before moving to Effingham in 
the summer of 2022 to begin a 
career in journalism.

Cathy Griffith is news editor of 
the Effingham Daily News. She 
is a 1998 graduate of East-
ern Illinois University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism. 
She has worked at the Daily 
News for 22 years in news and 
magazine publications. She is a 
lifelong resident of Effingham, 
where she resides with her hus-
band, Tim, and daughter, Leah.

Staff Bios
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GROWING PAINS
Fayette Avenue business owners 
prepare to relocate amid ongoing 
construction
Story and photos by Nick Taylor

The ongoing construction on Fayette Avenue in Effingham 
has been an inconvenience for many residents since it 
began in May of 2023. Several local business owners are 
among those hit the hardest by the approximately $21 mil-

lion Illinois Department of Transportation project, which is expected 
to continue into 2026.

In total, the project will cost the city of Effingham approximate-
ly $1.2 million. This includes $400,200 in construction costs and 

$825,000 to cover the cost of relocating utilities. The city plans to 
cover these costs with its Triangle Business District and Main TIF 
funds.

The overall aim of the project is to reduce congestion on the busy 
and sometimes dangerous roadway.

Despite the challenges they’re facing, Fayette Avenue business 
owners have been rolling with the punches as they plan to relocate to 
allow for the expansion of the road which is used by approximately 
19,000 drivers on a daily basis. 

The first phase of the project includes the widening and recon-
struction of Fayette Avenue from Raney to Walnut streets, and this 
will continue from Banker to Long streets for the next phase of the 
project, which is expected to begin next year.

Some homes and businesses along Fayette Avenue have already 
been torn down to make way for the project, and several other local 

Nirav Patel, the owner of A1 Liquors on Fayette Avenue in Effingham, stands behind the counter of his liquor store in January. His business is 
one of several being relocated due to the ongoing construction.
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businesses are planning to relocate in preparation for more demoli-
tions.

Among the business owners grappling with the project is Chip 
Andes, the owner of Andes Health Mart Pharmacy, which is located 
within the section of Fayette Avenue included in the first phase of 
construction.

The store has been at the same location since opening in 1988. 
Aside from some minor expansions, the building has stayed relative-
ly the same.

“It’s always been here,” Andes said.
Andes said he remembers when discussions about expanding 

Fayette Avenue began roughly 50 years ago, but he never anticipated 
the massive size of the project. He also noted that he didn’t think 
the state of Illinois would have enough funds to pay for the project, 
leading him to believe it was nothing more than a dream.

He thinks the scope of the project surprised the owners of other 
businesses in the area who are also having to relocate.

“I was just expecting four feet from each side, making nice 12-
foot lanes,” Andes said. “I was surprised when they decided to make 
it five lanes and a bike path and that sort of thing. The scope of the 
project certainly fooled a lot of people.”

It wasn’t until about 15 years ago that Andes began to realize he 
would have to eventually relocate his store.

“I don’t like it,” Andes said. “Personally, I hate it. I dread it. I 
don’t wanna do it.”

Despite the difficulties he knows will come with relocating the 
pharmacy, Andes believes the expansion of the road is necessary for 
the overall betterment of the city.

“But then the other side of the coin is, and my attitude on it is, 
‘Well, I guess I’m taking one for the team,’ with the team being 
Effingham because it’s well known that this highway is too narrow, 
dangerous and certainly needed improvement,” Andes said.

Since construction on Fayette Avenue began, fewer cars are able to 
line up in the pharmacy’s drive-thru, there’s been more congestion in 
the area and customers have had to access the store by walking across 
the drive-thru because there is no longer any front door parking.

“It’s really kind of a dangerous situation,” Andes said.
Also since the start of the construction, Andes has noticed a 

decrease in the number of impulse purchases being made at the 
store, and some elderly customers have been coming to the store less 
frequently.

“It has had an impact,” Andes said. “There’s some old folks that 
were told by their children, ‘You do not drive on Fayette anymore,’ 
ever since they started this project.”

Despite these issues, Andes said IDOT workers have been doing 
their best to ensure that the construction doesn’t completely hinder 
business at the pharmacy.

“The rank-and-file workers and people at IDOT have been very 
accommodating,” Andes said. “We’ve had an entrance in here, some 
way, some form all along.”

Although he received some money from the state of Illinois as part 
of a settlement, Andes said this will only cover about 7% of the total 
cost of constructing a new building and relocating his pharmacy to 
a property located on West Edgar Avenue, just south of his current 
building.

“I don’t think I got reimbursed fairly for what they did,” he said. 

Andes Health Mart Pharmacy owner Chip Andes stands in front of his pharmacy on Fayette Avenue in Effingham in January as construction 
on the street continues.
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“I can conservatively say that it’s going to be $2 million out of my 
pocket.”

In addition to the financial burden of having to relocate, Andes had 
to evict his own daughter, who was among those living on the resi-
dential properties behind the pharmacy, which had to be demolished 
to make way for the new building.

Additionally, Andes said some of the residents in the area are 
against plans to move the pharmacy, and several of these residents 
spoke out against his request to rezone the property during an Effing-

ham Plan Commission meeting in November. Some cited concerns 
over the traffic it could bring.

“They weren’t happy,” Andes said.
Andes is also worried about what the demolition of some of the 

older homes on Fayette Avenue means for the area’s ongoing housing 
shortage and the low-moderate income residents who lived in them.

“It kind of made me sad,” Andes said.
As Andes and his employees wait for their new building to be 

constructed, they will be taking inventory of everything at the store’s 
current location and doing everything else necessary to ensure that 
they are prepared for the transition.

“We’re going to be working and working hard,” Andes said. “I 
would hope that we can get it done by the end of October, maybe 
sooner. The design stage is almost done.”

It will likely take some time for Andes to offset the cost of the re-
location project, but he believes the new and improved facility could 
attract more business in the long run.

Meanwhile, another Fayette Avenue business, A1 Liquors, is 
preparing for a relocation of its own because it’s in the path of the 
second phase of the project.

However, similar to Andes’ new pharmacy, customers won’t have 
to look very hard to find the store’s new location. It will be built 
directly across the street from the current location.

“We’re hoping to break ground this spring or early summer,” said 
the liquor store’s owner, Nirav Patel.

According to Patel, the new building will be “bigger and cleaner,” 
but he wasn’t able to get permission from the city to move forward 
with all of his initial plans for the new location.

“We originally had planned to have a three-level building with a 
bar and a rooftop, but the city turned that down,” Patel said.

He said the city’s primary reason for rejecting the original plans 
was because of a concern that there wouldn’t be enough parking to 
accommodate visitors.

“It’s all about parking, but I feel like we have plenty of parking 
after 5 o’clock downtown,” Patel said.

Although the construction on Fayette Avenue has prevented vehicles from parking in front of Andes Health Mart Pharmacy, the owner of the 
store, Chip Andes, said workers with the Illinois Department of Transportation have made sure vehicles are able to access the pharmacy.

A1 Liquors on Fayette Avenue in Effingham is located along a 
section of the street that will be expanded as the second phase of 
the Fayette Avenue construction project. The store will have to be 
relocated before its demolition which is expected to take place in 
2025.
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In addition to being larger, the new build-
ing will have three different entrances and 
an improved drive-thru, which Patel believes 
will allow for a “better flow” of customers in 
and out of the store.

“It’s going to have a wine room, a walk-in 
humidor,” Patel said.

Since 2006, Patel’s family has owned the 
property where the store is currently located, 
and before being transformed into a liquor 
store in March of 2011, a gas station was 
operated there.

Like just about everyone caught up in 
the Fayette reconstruction project, Patel has 
little to no control over the situation, but he 
said he’s been in close contact with the state 
of Illinois as he continues to prepare for the 
demolition of the store in 2025.

“It’s a difficult thing,” Patel said.
However, he’s excited to move his busi-

ness into a brand new facility after spending 
more than a decade in the same building.

“The drive-thru’s always tight,” Patel said. 
“I guess it’s a sad thing to see it go, but yet 
I’m excited for new opportunities that come 
about. We don’t really have a whole lot of 
choice, but it’s got to be ready within early 
2025.”

While the cost of constructing the new 
building has yet to be determined, Patel said 
he expects the building to be anywhere from 
7,000 to 8,500 square feet in size with each 
square foot costing between $300 and $350.

“It could be higher; it could be lower,” 
Patel said. “It just depends on what the econ-
omy does and how it rolls.”

In the meantime, Patel said he and his 

employees will try to be as “active and 
proactive” as possible to ensure that they are 
able to meet the relocation deadline.

“We really don’t have a whole lot of time 
to mess around,” he said.

Directly across the street from the current A1 Liquors location on Fayette Avenue is where the store will be relocated once a new building is 
constructed. The building the store is currently in will eventually be demolished.
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  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member Behold Aesthetics and Wellness Center, located at 401 S Banker Street, 
Suite C in Effingham, with a ribbon-cutting. Behold Aesthetics and Wellness Center is a medical spa offering a comprehensive menu of services 
including injectables, laser services treating a variety of issues such as hair removal, vascular, skin rejuvenation and tattoo removal; medical-grade 
skincare, facials, chemical peels, IV hydration and vitamin injections. Pictured, front row, from left, are Chamber Ambassador Tonya Siner; Trisha 
Schumer RN, BSN; Brittany Wermert RN, BSN; Adrian Nowitzke, CRNA, MSN, APRN; Cheyenne Casolari, LE; Chamber President & CEO Lucinda 
Hart; Chamber Ambassadors Steve Will and Debbie Womack. Back row, from left, are Amber Wilhour, Receptionist; Ana Meyer RN, BSN; Chamber 
Ambassador Lisa Wilson; Mandy Watson, Receptionist; Effingham City Administrator Steve Miller and Chamber Ambassador Michael Wall. 

New Chamber Members
The Effingham County Chamber 
welcomed new members in 2023.


A Notch Above, a moving and home preparation 

company, has joined the Effingham County Chamber. 
Owned by Becky Laue, A Notch Above assists 

with home sale preparations, including sorting and 
packaging items, sorting unwanted items, transporting 

and arranging items for auction, top-to-bottom 
cleaning (inside and outside), power washing, yard 

maintenance and landscaping, home repairs and 
decking and complete preparation for estate sales. 

From left, back row, are Chamber Ambassadors Dan 
Capes, Randy Johnson and Steve Will; front row, 

Chamber Ambassador Tonya Siner, Owner Becky 
Laue, Chamber Board Member Kara Wade, Marketing 
Representative Lexie Limes, Chamber Ambassadors 

Debbie Womack and Dan Patton, and Chamber 
President & CEO Lucinda Hart.
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  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new 
member Down Right Media. The company’s services 
include marketing/advertising, graphic arts, secretarial 
services and event planning. Founded by Michelle 
Hanley, an entrepreneur and owner, the company 
delivers personalized and hands-on services that cater 
to the unique needs of each client. “Our belief in the 
power of creativity and collaboration is at the heart of 
Down Right Media,” said Michelle. “We are dedicated 
to providing exceptional solutions that drive growth 
and success for our clients.” Her team includes two 
highly skilled secretarial professionals. The name of 
the company, which officially commenced operation 
on July 17, is inspired by Michelle’s son, Connor, 
who has Down Syndrome, and Michelle’s daughters 
Chloe and Claire were involved in the company’s logo 
design. From left are Chamber Director of Marketing & 
Communications Nicole Morrison, Michelle Hanley and 
Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart.

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed Blissful Bites as one of its newest 
members. Founded in 2018 during Becca Webster’s senior year of high school 
while participating in the Effingham County CEO program, Blissful Bites has grown 
into a thriving plant-based culinary venture with a commitment to health-conscious 
and delicious offerings. With an inherent passion for nutrition and food science, she 
crafted a recipe that birthed her signature plant-based Bliss Bite. With escalating 
demand, she transitioned into running Blissful Bites full time. While Blissful Bites is 
located in downtown Effingham, Webster also caters to an online customer base 
and serves a network of wholesalers. The Blissful Bites menu includes vegan and 
gluten-free bites, cinnamon rolls, cheesecakes and coffee. From left, back row, are 
Chamber Ambassadors Michael Wall, Lisa Cornell, Steve Will, Dan Capes and Randy 
Jones; front row, Membership Director Becky Brown, Chamber Ambassador Tonya 
Siner, Rebecca Webster and Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart.

The Effingham County Chamber 
welcomed Murfee & Weishaar 

Insurance Agency as one of 
its newest members. Murfee & 

Weishaar provides commercial, 
agriculture and personal 

insurance services to Effingham 
and the surrounding area. “We 

are excited to join forces with 
the Effingham County Chamber,” 
said Brad Weishaar, President of 

Murfee & Weishaar Insurance. 
Vice President Matt Murfee said, 

“Our team is eager to connect 
with fellow business professionals 

and contribute to the growth and 
prosperity of our community.” 

Back row, from left, are Chamber 
Ambassadors Randy Jones and 
Michael Wall; front row, Chamber 

President & CEO Lucinda Hart, 
Chamber Ambassadors Deborah 

Womack and Tonya Siner, 
President Brad Weishaar, Director 

of Operations Jesse Patnaude, 
Vice President Matt Murfee and 
Chamber Membership Director 

Becky Brown.  



F E AT U R E

28     PROGRESS   |   2024

  The Effingham County Chamber 
welcomed new member Air Evac 
Lifeteam. Established in 1985 by a group 
of citizens in West Plains, Missouri, Air 
Evac Lifeteam is the leading air medical 
service in the United States, conducting 
its operations through more than 150 
mutually supporting air medical bases 
across 18 states. Air Evac Lifeteam 
is committed to providing increased 
access to emergency trauma care to rural 
Americans. Approximately 90% of Air 
Evac’s patient transports originate from 
a rural area as defined by the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services. From 
left, back row, are Chamber Ambassador 
Lisa Wilson, Chamber President & CEO 
Lucinda Hart, Base Line Pilot Will Deem, 
Chamber Ambassador Michael Wall; front 
row, Flight Nurse Connor Stitch, Chamber 
Ambassadors Marty Stock, Jerry Jansen 
and Tonya Siner, Program Director AE28 
& AE150 Thomas Allen and Chamber 
Ambassador Steve Will. 

  The Effingham County Chamber 
welcomed new member Effingham 
Storage Solutions, a provider of 
self-storage solutions. Effingham 
Storage Solutions is owned by 
Darren, Zach, Cole and Mason Bailey, 
and offers state-of-the-art video 
surveillance and coded gate entry. 
The facility provides indoor parking 
for RVs, cars, boats and various other 
vehicles, offering 24-hour access. 
Effingham Storage Solutions has two 
locations — 709 West Wabash and 
710 Linden. It also has commercial 
storage locations in Effingham at 
511 Vulcan Drive and 2301 South 
Banker Street. From left are Chamber 
Ambassadors Russ Runde, Dan 
Capes, Jay Buehnerkemper, Steve 
Will and Michael Wall, Owner/Manager 
Zach Bailey, Cole Bailey, Mason Bailey, 
Chamber Ambassadors Randy Jones 
and Dan Patton.

The Effingham County Chamber welcomed 
Mediacom Business as one of its newest 

members. With a foundation dating back to 1995, 
Mediacom Business’ services encompasses 

internet, telephone and television solutions, 
catering to both residential and commercial needs. 

Additionally, the company offers digital home 
services and XPERT support plans. Initiatives 

such as Connect2Compete, World Class Scholars 
scholarships, the September 11 Memorial Fund, 

Entrepreneur of Tomorrow Awards, community 
grants and events like Say Yes to the Prom exemplify 

the company’s dedication to creating a lasting 
impact. The company also offers opportunities to 

veterans, acknowledging their skills and dedication 
to service. From left are Chamber Membership 

Director Becky Brown, Chamber Ambassador Tonya 
Siner, Mediacom Business Account Executive Kara 

Traxler, Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart, and 
Chamber Ambassador Debbie Womack.  
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 The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member Invenergy, an 
Illinois-based company that develops, owns and operates large-scale renewable 
and other clean energy generation and storage facilities worldwide, including 20 
projects in 17 counties across the state. Locally, Invenergy Transmission is the 
owner of the Grain Belt Express transmission line, a long-distance power line 
that is estimated to deliver over $3 billion in energy cost savings to Illinois energy 
consumers. The company has 660-plus Illinois-based employees, with a local 
development office for Grain Belt Express located in Effingham. Following the recent 
final regulatory approvals for Grain Belt Express in Missouri and Illinois, the company 
is now working with landowners across nine Illinois counties to lease land, including 
in Shelby and Clark counties. Invenergy delivers affordable, clean power to families 
and businesses and supporting workers, landowners and governments through new 
revenue. The company has successfully developed 190 projects totaling more than 
30,100 megawatts of energy to meet the needs of customers across Illinois and 
the world. More information about Invenergy’s local Grain Belt Express project can 
be found online at GrainBeltExpress.com. From left are Chamber President & CEO 
Lucinda Hart, Illinois Project Representative Robert Scott, Community Engagement 
Consultant James Gilreath, Vice President of Transmission Development Brad 
Pnazek and Community Engagement Consultant Deb Gilreath.

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member Sport Designs and Graphics in Effingham. Sport Designs and Graphics is a 
provider of decorating services to the athletic and sports apparel market. They offer business to business services for many of the top team 
dealers throughout the United States. Sport Designs and Graphics offers a variety of services, including custom screen printing, embroidery, 
digital fusion and vinyl CAD, and Bag & Tag. Pictured with President Robert Smothers and Vice Presidents Christi Pruett, Angi McDaniel and 
Lisa Berra are team members from screen printing, embroidery, receiving, vinyl, art, operations, finishing and sales. 

The Effingham County Chamber welcomed the Heart 
Theatre as a new member. Located in downtown 
Effingham, The Heart Theatre is an art deco-style 

theater built in 1939. The Heart opened in January 
1940 and operated for decades under the ownership 
of Mike Stephens. It remained in operation until 2002, 

continuing for a few additional years until ultimately 
shutting its doors in 2007. After years of being 

left to the elements, it was purchased by former 
Effingham native Tad Sligar and underwent many 

outdoor repairs throughout the years until he listed 
the property for sale in 2017-18. Amy Van Bergen 
purchased the Heart in the summer of 2022. Van 

Bergen was born in Effingham and owned property 
here until the 1990s. She is now a retired nonprofit 

executive living in Florida. After purchasing it, she 
immediately began working on what to do with the 

Effingham County landmark. A market feasibility 
study and community survey were done to help 

determine the future use of the building. In April, The 
Heart Theatre was officially recognized and received 

approval to be listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. It was specifically nominated and 

approved based on its historic Art Moderne art deco 
architecture style. Van Bergen hopes for “The Heart 

to be revived and reestablished as an anchor in 
Downtown Effingham for all to enjoy again.”   
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  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed 
new member LeAnn’s Light, a philanthropic initiative 
founded in memory of LeAnn Schroeder Hardiek, 
a mother who battled breast cancer. LeAnn was 
diagnosed with breast cancer at the age of 29. LeAnn’s 
spirit and determination inspired the Effingham 
community to rally around her and her two young sons. 
LeAnn’s Light was born out of her idea and passion to 
give back to a community that had shown generosity 
during her own challenging times. LeAnn’s Light, also 
known as the LeAnn Schroeder Hardiek Friendship 
Endowment, focuses on providing support to children 
(aged 18 and under) of cancer patients. LeAnn’s Light 
offers gift cards that can be used for various needs, 
ranging from meals and toys to unexpected school-
related expenses and entertainment that provides a 
comforting distraction. To learn more about LeAnn’s 
Light and how to contribute visit LeAnn’s Light Website 
LeannsLight.com and follow them on Facebook @
LeAnnsLight. From left are Chamber Membership 
Director Becky Brown, Windy Westfall, Kathy 
Schroeder, Jim Schroeder, and Chamber President & 
CEO Lucinda Hart.

The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new 
member Black Label Branding LLC. Headquartered 

in Effingham, Black Label Branding LLC serves clients 
nationwide. Owner Lance Garza and the Black Label 

Branding team specialize in helping businesses 
create, implement and measure effective marketing 

strategies. The team provides a comprehensive 
marketing plan tailored to help you maximize your 

budget, reach new customers, and take your 
business to the next level. From left are Chamber 

Ambassadors Michael Wall and Dan Patton, Graphic 
Designer Shelby Harris, owner Lance Garza, Account 
Manager Bridget Welter and Chamber Ambassadors 

Tonya Siner and Lisa Wilson.   

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member Flying Buddha 
Fitness in Effingham. The studio offers a unique blend of bungee fitness and 

yoga, aiming to address the full well-being of each participant. Owner Karie Apke 
is a certified bungee fitness instructor, certified personal trainer and a health 

care provider with over 20 years of experience. Owner Vicki Funneman is a 200 
RYT Yoga Teacher with certifications in mindful meditation and movement, as 

well as yoga for athletes training and certified bungee fitness instructor. Flying 
Buddha Fitness offers a variety of classes, including different levels of bungee, 

aerial yoga, traditional yoga, Mommy and Me, Sensory Play for Kids and more. 
From left, back row, are Chamber Ambassadors Deborah Womack, Michael Wall, 

Russ Runde and Lisa Cornell; front row, Chamber Membership Director Becky 
Brown, Funneman, Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart, Apke, and Chamber 

Ambassador Dan Capes. 
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  The Effingham County Chamber 
welcomed new member Quality Inn & 
Suites. Located in Mattoon, Quality Inn 
& Suites couples cozy and affordable 
accommodations with a convenient location 
off U.S. Highway 45 and Interstate 57. Quality 
Inn & Suites accommodates business 
travelers with its state-of-the-art business 
center and free wi-fi help. From left are 
Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart, 
Housekeeping Lead Supervisor Barbara 
Roberson, Guest Services Supervisor 
Megan Dowd, Front Desk Manager Maegan 
Grosshman, General Manager James Gabriel, 
and Chamber Ambassadors Steve Will and 
Russ Runde. 

The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new 
member Affordable Home Improvements Inc. 

in Effingham, also known as “The Gutter Guys.” 
They specialize in new construction, interior 

(kitchens, bathrooms, doors and windows) and 
exterior remodel (siding, soffit, fascia, windows 

and doors), drywall, seamless guttering and 
gutter clean out. As of October 2021, Affordable 

Home Improvements Inc. has been run by 
new owners Dustin and Tarina Salger. It was 

previously owned by Steve and Teresa Gillum. 
From left, front row, are Chamber Ambassador 

Dan Patton, Chamber President & CEO Lucinda 
Hart, Chamber Ambassador Jim Hecht, owners 
Tarina and Dustin Salger, Chamber Ambassador 

Stephanie Jackson; back row, Chamber 
Ambassadors Deborah Womack, Tonya Siner, 

Jeff Mihlbachler, Russ Runde and Michael Wall.  
 

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member Effingham VFW Post 1769, which has a history 
of advocating for veterans and providing vital resources to those who have served our nation. Effingham VFW 
is committed to assisting veterans by providing a wide range of services, including advocacy, mentorship, 
community support, and access to educational resources. Their dedication ensures that veterans receive the 
recognition, assistance and camaraderie they deserve. To learn more about Effingham VFW and its initiatives 
visit them at 2304 Veterans Drive in Effingham, on Facebook or call 217-342-3372. To explore the benefits 
of an Effingham County Chamber investment and learn how it supports business growth and community 
development, visit EffinghamCountyChamber.com, or contact Membership Director Becky Brown at (217) 
347-6283. Pictured front (left to right): Chamber Membership Director Becky Brown, Joe Kreke, Archie Landruth, 
Chamber Ambassador Tonya Siner, Commander Kevin Jamison, Charlie McWhorter, Bob McWhorter, and Lonnie 
Loy. Pictured back (left to right): Dean Conkling, Josh Bell, Gary Buehnerkemper, and Gary Lidy.
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  The Effingham County Chamber announced 
National Athletic Hall of Fame as one of its 
newest members. The National Athletic Hall of Fame 
recognizes individuals and teams who have made 
outstanding contributions to athletics, including 
athletes, coaches, athletic directors, officials and 
media, and those who have contributed significantly 
to their community’s post-retirement. Eligibility 
criteria vary for different categories, including 
former student-athletes, professional athletes, 
coaches/administrators, officials, posthumous 
honorees, media and recipients of the Award of 
Merit. Nominations for induction can be submitted 
through the online nomination forms available at 
nationalathletichalloffame.com. For inquiries about 
the National Athletic Hall of Fame, visit the official 
website, nationalathletichalloffame.com, or reach 
out via email at NationalHOF@gmail.com. From 
left, front row, are Chamber Membership Director 
Becky Brown, National HOF Executive Director Josh 
Mathis, Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart and 
Chamber Ambassador Deborah Womack. Back row 
are Chamber Ambassadors Michael Wall, Russ Runde 
and Lisa Cornell.

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member KetAssure 
IV Infusion Center. Located in the Heartland Human Services building in 
Effingham, KetAssure IV Infusion Center, led by Cory Hess, ACNP, is one of 
Effingham County Chamber’s newest members. KetAssure has a mission to 
provide safe, compassionate and effective treatment to the highest standards 
while using IV Ketamine infusions in conjunction with traditional therapies and 
psychiatric treatments to manage a myriad of mood disorders. KetAssure offers 
low-dose IV Ketamine that could provide relief in as few as one to two hours for 
those who need to regain a more balanced state of happiness. More information 
about KetAssure IV Infusion Center can be found online at ketassure.com or 
on Facebook @Ketassure. From left, front row, are Chamber President & CEO 
Lucinda Hart, Chamber Ambassador Steve Will, Cory Hess, ACNP, and Chamber 
Ambassador Deborah Womack; back row, Chamber Ambassadors Tonya Siner 
and Russ Runde. 

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed 
new member Stine Seed, which for over 40 years 
has provided corn and soybean growers with top-
tier genetics in the industry. Stine Seed is based in 
Adel, Iowa, and is the nation’s largest independent 
seed company. From left are Regional Sales 
Agronomist Region 13 Kevin Krabel, partner Travis 
Albin and Chamber Membership Director Becky 
Brown.
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  Valvoline Instant Oil Change joined the 
Effingham County Chamber. “We are excited to have 
Valvoline Instant Oil Change as a part of our Chamber 
community,” said Lucinda Hart, CAE, MBA, IOM, 
President & CEO of the Effingham County Chamber. 
“Their dedication to providing top-notch automotive 
services aligns perfectly with our mission to support 
and promote businesses that enhance the well-
being of our community.” From left are Hart, Chamber 
Ambassador Russ Runde, Manager Tim McCandless, 
Assistant Manager Travis Durham, and Chamber 
Ambassadors Michael Wall, Steve Will and Deborah 
Womack.

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed 
new member Signature Weddings & Events in 
Effingham. The wedding and event planning company 
aims to curate customized celebrations with every 
client’s signature style in mind. Signature Weddings & 
Events specializes in weddings, but are also available 
for birthdays, anniversaries, baby showers, wedding 
showers, corporate events and any celebration 
in between. It is owned and operated by Christina 
Miller, Jody Lohman and Make’l Hardiek. From left are 
Chamber Ambassador Michael Wall, Membership 
Director Becky Brown, Ambassador Lisa Wilson, 
Lohman, Miller and Hardiek. 

 The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new 
member Jackson Health PLLC, located at 1901 S. 

Fourth Street, Suite 26 in the Lincolnland Building. 
Jackson Health PLLC specializes in Family Practice 

under the helm of owner Stephanie Jackson. Jackson 
and team see patients beginning at birth throughout 

their lifespan. Services include but are not limited 
to intravenous therapy for hydration, medication 

administration, IV antibiotics and CDL physical exams 
in the office. Jackson is also experienced in simple 

procedures such as lesion removals, laceration 
repairs, cyst removal and joint injections. In addition 

to traditional forms of payment through insurance, 
Jackson Health PLLC also offers plans for individuals 

without insurance and those with high deductibles 
through Direct Patient Care (DPC) and Concierge 

Care (CC) programs. From left, front row, are Chamber 
Ambassador Deborah Womack, owner Stephanie 

Jackson, Becky McGee and Chamber Ambassador 
Tonya Siner; back row, Membership Director Becky 

Brown and Chamber Ambassadors Lisa Wilson, Jay 
Buehnerkemper, Steve Will and Russ Runde.    
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  The Effingham 
County Chamber 
welcomed new member 
E-Environmental 
Solutions. Headquartered 
in Effingham, 
E-Environmental 
Solutions specializes 
in hazardous material 
containment and 
remediation services, 
serving clients throughout 
the Midwest region. Their 
team utilizes advanced 
techniques and state-
of-the-art equipment to 
ensure the safe handling, 
removal and disposal of 
hazardous substances. 
From left are Chamber 
Membership Director 
Becky Brown, Chamber 
Ambassador Steve Will, 
Claims Assistant Jessica 
Stufflebeam, Director of 
Claims Robert Workman, 
Chamber Ambassadors 
Deborah Womack and 
Jay Buehnerkemper, 
Operations Manager 
Johnathon Paholke, 
Central Illinois Coordinator 
Kyle Althoff and Chamber 
Ambassador Russ Runde. 

The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new 
member Robinson Outdoor LLC. Located in 

Perryville, Missouri, Robinson Outdoor LLC is one 
of the fastest-growing digital billboard advertising 
networks in the Midwest, with locations in Illinois, 

Iowa, Kentucky and Missouri. Their newest billboard 
is located in front of Panda Express and Panera Bread 
Company on Keller Drive in Effingham. From left, front 

row, are Chamber Ambassador Marty Stock, Sales 
Manager Brent DeWilde and Chamber Ambassador 

Steve Will; back row, Chamber Ambassadors Russ 
Runde and Tonya Siner and Chamber President & 

CEO Lucinda Hart. 

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member Effingham Park District. Located at Hendelmeyer Park, 1906 S. Fourth Street 
in Effingham, the Effingham Park District provides recreational programs and activities and oversees three parks within the City of Effingham 
— Community, Evergreen and Hendelmeyer — while managing a multitude of facilities including park pavilions, Kluthe Pool, Ron Diehl Center, 
Harmony Playground, Workman Complex, batting cages and skate park. The Park District offers a variety of programs and opportunities for 
kids of all ages and abilities to learn and develop skills and a love for different sports. Along with sports throughout the year, the district also 
offers sports clinics as a way for kids to receive specialized instruction from experts on a variety of sports fundamentals and skills. For adults, 
the park district offers leagues in men’s basketball, softball and coed volleyball, pickleball and tennis, as well as bridge games. During the 
summer and Christmas break, the park district has full-day camps for kids. More information can be found online at EffinghamParkDistrict.
org, on Facebook @EffinghamParkDistrict, or by calling 217-342-4415. From left, front row, are Chamber Ambassador Deborah Womack, 
Effingham Park District Office Manager Nina Jackson, Director of Recreation and Athletics Hillary Kopplin, Effingham Park District Director 
Jeff Althoff, Chamber Ambassador Tonya Siner, Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart; back row, Chamber Ambassadors Russ Runde and 
Jay Buehnerkemper, Effingham Park District Maintenance Specialists Wyatt Jones and Brad Mesnard, Maintenance Director Jim Raddatz and 
Chamber Ambassadors Jeff Mihlbachler, Michael Wall and Jim Hecht.
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The Effingham County Chamber 
welcomed new member Katrina’s 

Skin Escape, which has been under 
the guidance of owner Katrina Smith 

since 2012. Krista Fehrenbacher, 
a licensed esthetician since 2014, 

joined Katrina’s Skin Escape in 
2019. She specializes in signature 

facials, dermaplaning, Environ 
TriaWave and chemical peels. Mattie 

Angel joined Katrina’s in July. She 
offers facials, at-home skincare 

recommendations, relaxing body 
treatments and scalp massages. 

From left are Chamber Membership 
Director Becky Brown; Chamber 

Ambassadors Deborah Womack, 
Steve Will and Tonya Siner; 

Fehrenbacher, Smith; Angel; and 
Chamber Ambassadors Lisa Cornell, 

Jim Hecht and Russ Runde.  

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member Lions Liquors, 
also known as Lions Distinctive Wines. Located at 204 S. Henrietta St., Lions 
Liquors is one of the largest craft beer suppliers in the Effingham area. Since 
its opening in 2003, Lions Liquors has grown and evolved to better serve the 
Effingham community. In 2009, Lions Liquors grew its knowledge of wine and 
branched out to local businesses for wine and food pairings. It also expanded 
its location by building on an addition that not only doubled the square footage, 
but also gave them a private venue to host wine tastings and house over 200 
varieties of wine. Recently remodeled, the wine room now houses a private video 
gaming room with six terminals, a private bar, a digital dartboard for individual 
or dart league use, a private secluded patio and a private area for small events. 
Lions Liquors offers a large selection of bourbons and whiskeys, in addition 
to other liquor, beer, wine, soda and mixers. From left, front row, are Chamber 
Ambassadors Lisa Wilson, Tonya Siner, Jim Hecht and Deborah Womack; back 
row, Chamber Ambassadors Steve Will, Randy Jones, owner Clay Stevenson, 
Chamber Membership Director Becky Brown and Chamber Ambassadors Jay 
Buehnerkemper and Russ Runde. 

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed 
AFLAC – Jessica Webster to its membership 
roster. Webster, a new representative of AFLAC, 
serves the needs of both individuals and businesses. 
“We are pleased to welcome Jessica Webster and 
AFLAC to our Chamber family,” said Lucinda Hart, 
CAE, MBA, IOM, President & CEO of the Effingham 
County Chamber. “Her dedication to offering valuable 
insurance options out of the typical package make her 
a valuable asset to our network.” From left are Hart, 
Webster, Chamber Ambassador Michael Wall and 
Membership Director Becky Brown.
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  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member 
Allsop Construction in Beecher City. Led by Shon Allsop, Allsop 
Construction can help with remodeling or land improvement and has 
a track record of delivering exceptional results. From left are Chamber 
Membership Director Becky Brown, Chamber Ambassador Steve Will, 
Justin Blackburn, Dennis Allsop, Chamber Ambassador Tonya Siner, 
Shon Allsop, Kendra Allsop, Chamber Ambassadors Lisa Wilson and 
Deborah Womack. 

  The Effingham County Chamber welcomed new member 
Krystle Starr LLC. Located in Effingham County, Krystle Starr LLC, 
is an intuitive life coach and psychic medium who has dedicated 
her life to helping people overcome adversity and find their path to 
spiritual fulfillment. With over five years of experience in the field of 
personal development, Krystle offers services in the field of Intuitive 
Manifestation Mapping, Psychic Development, Psychic Reading, 
Guided Meditation, Event Readings and Keynote Speaker. From left 
are Chamber Membership Director Becky Brown, Krystle Starr and 
Effingham County PAVE Project Coordinator Brittany Sunderman. 
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By Cathy Griffith

A pastor is hoping to draw people to Neoga — but not just 
for church.

Mel Workman plans to open a restaurant in Neoga that 
is not just any eating establishment.

It’s all part of his plan to revitalize Neoga as a destination that will 
have people from Effingham, Mattoon, and as far away as Cham-
paign heading to the small town of nearly 1,400.

Workman is the pastor of First Christian Church in Neoga. Before 
becoming a full-time minister, he started and ran his own business 
in Sullivan that provides information technology for school districts. 
Workman rehabbed the building that would house his company and 
found the process enjoyable.

“I just enjoyed the prospect of restoring an old building that hadn’t 
been used in probably 10 or 15 years, and so I did that with a number 
of buildings in Sullivan,” he said.

After living with his family in Neoga for a while, the opportunity 

PASTOR ON A MISSION TO 
REVITALIZE NEOGA

Mel Workman stands in front of the building he is remodeling that he plans to turn into a steakhouse on one side and a cafe on the other. 
Submitted photo.
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came to buy some of the downtown buildings that were empty and 
underused or dilapidated.

“I decided if I ever had the opportunity, I would like to do the 
same thing here,” he said.

Workman was able to acquire the 
buildings inexpensively.

“Once I acquired them, I started 
thinking about what would be the moti-
vation,” he said.

The motivation, he said, was what 
could be built or provided that would 
motivate people from neighboring com-
munities to come to Neoga. Workman 
said his first thought was a restaurant.

“I had many people say we need to 
have a cafe, so I kind of have a blended 
view of one particular building I’m re-
doing. It will fit perfectly with a cafe on 
one side and a restaurant on the other,” 
he said.

Workman doesn’t want to create 
just any restaurant. He wants to offer a 
unique experience.

“My goal is to have a very, very nice steakhouse,” he said.
That includes a limited high-quality menu and a baby grand piano 

that would be used for live music on Friday and Saturday nights.
“I got a few people that are in the music program at Eastern that 

are very interested in performing. We may even have an ensemble 
with a piano and multiple instruments,” he said. “Something unique 
that you can’t find around here.”

Although Workman said he hasn’t been to such a place, he can 
envision it.

“I’ve had some other experiences traveling through Illinois and 
Missouri that have prompted me to think or envision a really excep-
tional restaurant would be a good draw for us,” he said.

He’s hoping to draw people from not just the area but the region.
“Neoga does not have a lot to offer. It’s just a fact. I think about 

what would motivate someone let’s say from Champaign to drive an 
hour south,” he said.

Due to the size of the building, Workman is hoping to eventually 
have reservations only on Friday and Saturday nights and more casu-
al dining during the week.

For his vision to become a reality, Workman said he first needs to 
hire the perfect chef, who he is actively seeking now.

“I know the chef is the one who will make or break the restau-
rant,” he said.

For now, Workman is in the demolition phase of the project.
He plans to preserve the original architecture of the building that 

was once a factory. That includes the 12-foot windows and tall tin 
ceilings.

While Workman is familiar with rehabbing buildings, he admits 
he’s never owned or operated a restaurant.

“I’m still trying to figure out what’s going to make sense, what 
would be the most attractive and appealing. What would cause peo-
ple to invest their time and money to come to Neoga and enjoy an 
evening,” he said.

That’s where the advice of a chef comes in.
“My first goal is to find a chef who can help me think through and 

design a kitchen,” he said.
Workman hopes to get the total remodel finished this summer. 

However, the project’s timeline depends on finding the right chef.
“I know a restaurant, especially one that’s going to be long term 

and be something that’s really appealing, has got to have an excep-
tional person in charge of the kitchen,” he said.

Workman admits people he has talked to about the venture are 
initially skeptical.

“They’re like, ‘I don’t know if this is going to work.’ I keep think-
ing, ‘Of course, this is going to work.’ You have to be patient. Plus, 

anything really outstanding takes a lot of 
time to build up,” he said.

Having lived in Neoga for the last 10 
years, Workman said he’s heard the city 
needs a laundromat or a car wash or a 
Mexican restaurant.

“Most people in a small town like 
Neoga, they’re focused on what they 
want for themselves as opposed to, well, 
what would it take for someone to drive 
from Effingham to come to Neoga?” he 
said, adding Effingham already has those 
amenities.

For the most part, Workman said resi-
dents are enthusiastic about the idea.

“And enthusiasm is contagious. I 
personally am very enthusiastic about 
this, excited about it, and I think it will 

be catchy,” he said.
Workman has bought other buildings in the city. One is the former 

IGA grocery store, which he plans to turn into an eight-lane bowling 
alley with a small area for kids’ games and snacks. He hopes to have 
that open by summer.

He is in the process of acquiring other properties as well. That 
includes the former Short Furniture building. The five-building com-
plex currently houses a flea market. Although Workman has plans 
for his other properties, he is still trying to figure out what to do with 
this one. So, he plans to recruit businesses to come to Neoga after the 
buildings are refurbished.

He hopes to attract unique opportunities there, too.
“In this day and age, retail is basically dead in these small towns. 

You got to find something unique to do with your retail space, 
provide some kind of services or some specialty you can’t get at Am-
azon. If you can get it at Amazon, everybody’s getting it at Amazon,” 
he said.

Neoga Mayor Tom Helm said Workman’s efforts come at the 
perfect time.

“I think Mel’s interest and desire is purely to help Neoga to grow, 
which really fits perfectly into the city’s newly formed economic 
development committee’s plan,” he said.

According to Helm, the committee was trying to come up with 
ideas to improve the city when Workman began the process of pur-
chasing the buildings.

“It’s like wow. Everything is coming right together by the looks of 
it,” he said.

Helm is confident Workman will be able to achieve his goals.
“With all of the backing he has and the committee working with 

him, I believe we can get this accomplished,” he said.
Like Workman, Helm believes a steakhouse would draw people 

to the community. It would also have a ripple effect on neighboring 
communities.

“It’s mainly rural around Neoga, and there’s a lot of people in the 
rural areas around smaller towns that don’t have anything like that 
either. So, I think it would actually affect more than just Neoga. I 
think it would affect neighboring communities as well,” he said.

Helm is excited to see what comes next.
“I want to thank him so very much for being so dedicated to our 

community. I believe with his help, we can accomplish a lot. We’re 
excited to work with him in any way we can,” he said.

“I’ve had some other experiences 
traveling through Illinois and 
Missouri that have prompted 

me to think or envision a really 
exceptional restaurant would be 

a good draw for us.”
— Mel Workman, Neoga pastor and 

entrepreneur
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In 1996, with a vision to provide quality, 
community-based infrastructure improve-
ments, Vicki LaRose founded Civil Design, 
Inc. (CDI) in her basement. Since then, CDI 
has grown to six locations in three states and 
well over a hundred team members. Our suc-
cess throughout the engineering industry lies 
largely in our involvement across the State 
of Illinois, and, primarily, Effingham and its 
surrounding region. 

After learning of a CDI team member’s 
desire to move nearer to his hometown, our 
Effingham location was established in 2013. 
Over 10 years later, our Effingham office has 
outgrown its original location, seen a move 
into a new-build office space off Washington 
Ave, and now houses nearly 30 land survey, 
engineering, and GIS professionals.  

Since establishing a presence in Effing-
ham, CDI has worked diligently to better 
the community for its residents. Whether 
through a variety of infrastructure and facil-
ity improvements for the City’s roads, water 
systems, schools, and small businesses, or 
through contributions and volunteer hours 
for local non-profit organizations, CDI has 

endeavored to further its mission to Build 
Stronger Communities in Effingham. 

More recently, CDI was selected as a 
prime consultant for design of the second 
portion of Illinois Department of Trans-
portation’s Fayette Avenue Reconstruction 
project. CDI’s scope of work comprises 
design of the road’s east section, which runs 
from Banker Street to Long Street. Fayette 
Avenue’s need for improvements spans 
years, with initial plans for improvements 
dating back to 2006. 

A key component in Effingham’s central 
corridor, the upcoming reconstruction aims 
to accommodate high traffic numbers (over 
20,000 vehicles daily) with the reconstruc-
tion consisting of 4 
12’ lanes, left turn 
lanes at the signal-
ized intersections, 
dual left turn lane 
in some areas, new 
traffic signals, and 
new storm water 
system. Addition-
al improvements 

include lighting replacements and new 
sidewalks and a multi-use path.

When completed, the above changes 
to Fayette Ave will increase capacity, 
provide safer pedestrian access, and 
cultivate opportunities for additional 
development throughout Effingham. As 
the City continues to further its footprint 
in central Illinois, CDI looks forward to 
maintaining our commitment to providing 
quality infrastructure for its residents in an 
ever-increasing capacity. We can’t thank 
Effingham enough for the opportunities its 
lent us and can’t wait to see what’s next for 
“The Crossroads of Opportunity.” 

Civil Design
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Story and photos by Nick Taylor

After more than four years of collaboration between 
village officials, generous donors and other local entities, 
Dieterich’s Wright Family Center is finally a reality. 
The construction of the approximately $5 million 

facility is the most recent sign of growth in the small but ambitious 
community.

The center, which is located on South Pine Street next to Dieterich 
Junior-Senior High School, includes a full-sized basketball court 
with two cross-courts, three pickleball courts, a volleyball court, a 
24-hour fitness center with state-of-the-art equipment, a two-lane 
walking track and a badminton court. The building is also home to a 
new day care and three community rooms.

Dieterich officials held a groundbreaking ceremony in Septem-
ber of 2022 for the facility, and, like many who’ve been involved 
in planning and fundraising for the facility, Wright Family Center 
Director Traci Bruns can hardly wait for residents to begin experi-
encing everything the center has to offer.

“It’s such a long time coming, but it feels remarkable,” Bruns said. 
“I’m just so excited for the community to have this space because 
Dieterich’s a small town, so there’s not much to do.

“We’re growing and that’s amazing, but I am just so excited to get 
kids in here and to see their smiling faces, and adults too.”

Before becoming the director of the facility, Bruns worked for 
Country Financial, and she’s been on the Dieterich Park District 
Board for seven years, which has helped prepare her for her new role 
as director.

“I have been involved in the Dieterich community for many years 
doing stuff like this,” Bruns said.

She has also been involved in the Wright Family Center project 
since the village began planning for the facility in the fall of 2019 
during strategic community planning meetings.

“I have been around since the MAPPING meetings where this was 
born,” Bruns said.

Over the years, Bruns has become well aware of the fact that Di-
eterich residents have to travel to Effingham or other larger commu-
nities in the surrounding area to access a fitness facility, which is a 
problem that the Wright Family Center should be able to remedy.

Some final touches are still being made to the building ahead of its 
opening, but the majority of the work there is complete.

“We’re almost done,” Bruns said in late January. “We are touching 
up painting right now.”

Remaining work that needs to be done to the facility includes the 

Wright Family Center Director Traci Bruns stands in the Wright Family Center’s gymnasium in January. The gymnasium includes basketball 
courts, a volleyball net and badminton courts.

Wright Family 
Center opening 
soon in Dieterich
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addition of a front 
desk and a rolling 
metal divider 
which will help 
prevent any po-
tential fires from 
spreading from 
the concession 
stand located in 
the gymnasium.

“We are 
waiting for that 
to come in right 
now,” Bruns said. 
“If there is ever 
a fire in the con-
cession stand, it 
has a heat sensor, 
and it will close 
automatically.”

Although an 
exact opening 
date had yet to 
be set, Bruns 
said she hoped 
that the facility 
would be ready to 
open by the end 
of February. The 
day care, which 

is connected to the 
center and operated 
by Montessori Kids 
Universe, has been 
open since Jan. 16.

“It’s fully opera-
tional now,” Bruns 
said regarding the 
day care facility. “We 
did a very big push 
to get that side done 
before our side just 
because we knew that 
the beginning of the 
year’s a good time for 
kids to transition to 
something new.”

The day care has 
the capacity for up 
to 50 children, and 
the children currently 
enrolled in the day 
care are from all over 
the area, not just 
Dieterich. These new 
openings should help 
to somewhat alleviate 

the county’s ongoing 
affordable child care 
shortage.

The Wright Family Center is located across the street from Dieterich Junior-Senior High School, and the Dieterich Unit 30 School District has 
been supportive of efforts to build the facility.

The Wright Family Center fitness facility will be the closest facility of its kind for many 
residents in the area who have to travel to surrounding communities to find fitness facilities.
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 “I know that Effingham County has a need for day care, so I do 
think that they have some parents that drive from other communi-
ties,” Bruns said. “They’re from everywhere.”

Only members will be able to access the cen-
ter. Different memberships will be available for 
individuals, families and seniors.

“We have not started selling memberships 
yet,” Bruns said last month.

 Additionally, memberships can be month-
ly or annual, and there is different pricing for 
Dieterich residents, those residing within the Di-
eterich Unit 30 School District and those living 
outside of the school district.

The cost of monthly memberships range 
from $25 to $60 and annual memberships cost 
between $250 and $600, with out-of-district 
memberships costing the most. Pricing for mem-
berships can be found on the center’s website, 
wrightfamilycenter.com.

For any non-members still looking to utilize 
the facility, daily passes will be available for 
purchase as well.

There is still some work to be done before the 
facility’s access control system for members is 
ready. The system will scan QR codes that mem-
bers can display on their cell phones in order to 
gain access to the facility.

“It is actually an app on your phone,” Bruns said. “And this QR 
code changes every time you come.” 

Bruns has already hired several workers and is recruiting volun-

teers who will help with the facility’s day-to-day operations once 
it opens. Their duties will include opening and closing the facility, 
managing equipment and cleaning.

“If you volunteer, you could possibly get the 
discounted membership if you work enough 
hours,” Bruns said.

Anyone interested in becoming a volunteer 
can access an application form via the center’s 
website.

“We are always looking for more volunteers,” 
Bruns said.

Although the village owns the Wright Family 
Center, funding for the facility will come from 
several sources, including membership fees, pay-
ments for classes held in the facility, donations 
and a $2 million Parks and Recreational Facili-
ties Grant from the state of Illinois which helped 
jump-start the construction of the building.

“And then everything else comes from our TIF 
taxes,” Bruns said.

So far, a total of about $1.4 million in 
donations have been collected. Major Wright 
Family Center donors include the Tom Wright 
family, John Wright family, Dieterich Bank, the 
Dieterich Community Development Corporation, 
Melvin and Shirley Wohltman, HSHS St. Antho-

ny’s Memorial Hospital and Dieterich Unit 30.
“We’re so thankful for everybody that’s donated,” Bruns said.
The center is still accepting donations, and anyone looking to 

make a donation can do so by visiting the Wright Family Center 

The director of the Wright Family Center, Traci Bruns, stands in the 
24-hour fitness facility located inside the Wright Family Center. The 
facility is already filled with new fitness equipment.

Construction on the Wright Family Center is nearly complete, but a 
few things, including the installation of a sliding metal window in the 
center’s concession stand, still need to be finished before the new 
facility is ready for public use.

The center is still 
accepting donations, 
and anyone looking 
to make a donation 
can do so by visiting 
the Wright Family 

Center website, calling 
the center or calling 

Dieterich Village Hall.
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website, calling the center or 
calling Dieterich Village Hall.

“We couldn’t do it without 
the donations,” Bruns said. 
“We couldn’t do it without the 
grant, and I am just so thank-
ful for everybody.”

Another significant portion 
of the funds used to cover the 
cost of the center came from 
a raffle for a house located in 
Hartke Subdivision in 2021. 
Each raffle ticket cost $100 
and more than 4,000 of them 
were sold.

“It was a big thing,” Bruns 
said.

Different sections of the 
facility can also be rented, 
including a community room 
which has dividing walls that 
can be opened or closed de-
pending on the size of events.

“There is income potential 
there also,” Bruns said. “I 
want to have other activities 
also, like family nights, trivia 
nights, anything we can get the 
community involved in.”

Bruns said renting the 
facility out to travel sports 
teams could also prove to be a 
significant source of income.

“I am always open to ideas also,” she said.
Anyone with ideas of how to utilize the space can email sugges-

tions to her at director@wrightfamilycenter.com, and pricing for 
rental spaces is available on the center’s website.

“I want to do what the community wants,” Bruns said.
The Effingham County Chamber is going to host a ribbon-cutting 

for the facility on March 8, and there are also plans to hold an open 
house.

“We’ll probably have a drawing for free membership, and we’ll 
have something fun for the kids,” Bruns said regarding the open 
house.

Prior to the center’s opening, residents have been signing up for 
some of the sports and other activities that will be offered there, and 
teams will begin playing basketball there sometime around the end 
of February.

“We have 150 some kids signed up for basketball through the park 
district,” Bruns said. “Also, we have little kid dance classes that 
the Dieterich Dance Team is putting on, and there is a good enough 
number of registrations for that already too.”

Additionally she said about 30 players have already signed up for 
the Wright Family Center’s pickleball league.

The community rooms inside the Wright Family Center have walls that can be opened up to make event 
spaces larger when needed.
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Ribbon-Cuttings The Effingham County Chamber 
celebrated the opening of new 
businesses, businesses relocating 
and expanding and new 
ownership of businesses in 2023.

  Elite Powder Coating – The Effingham County 
Chamber welcomed Elite Powder Coating & 
Technologies at 103 Norb Avenue in Dieterich. 
Elite Elite Powder Coating & Technologies services 
range from industrial and automotive to agricultural 
and custom powder coating. The team also offers 
sandblasting and surface preparation, equipped to 
handle large items like industrial equipment, vehicles 
and boats. Pictured left to right: Chamber Ambassador 
Tonya Siner, Chamber Board Member Aroyn Borries, 
Mitch Stevens, Doug Giles, Jeremy Giles, and Chamber 
Ambassador Russ Runde.

  QuikTrip – The Effingham County Chamber joined in a ribbon-cutting of the newly opened Travel Center by QuikTrip in Effingham recently. 
Shown are QuikTrip store associates. In front, QT Store Manager Michael Franchi cutting the ribbon, QT Real Estate Property Manager Gwen Keen to 
the right of him, City of Effingham City Administrator Steve Miller holding the ribbon, Economic Development Director Todd Hull to his left, Chamber 
Ambassadors and Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart to the left of Hull holding the ribbon.
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  A ribbon-cutting ceremony on Oct. 4 celebrated the new location for HSHS Medical Group Family Medicine – Dieterich. Dr. Michelle 
Braddy, Jennifer Kistner and representatives from HSHS Medical Group, HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial Hospital, the Village of Dieterich, the 
Effingham County Chamber and the community attended.

  The Effingham County Chamber celebrated the renovation of Layna Bond & Associates – American Family Insurance in Effingham. 
Layna’s journey began at Lake Land College, where she demonstrated her commitment to both academics and community involvement as 
a member of the livestock judging team and a student ambassador. At Oklahoma State University, she excelled as a member of the 2017 
National Livestock Judging Team and the 2017 Reserve National Meat Evaluation Team. Beyond her work in insurance, Layna coordinates over 
10 shows across the state, hosts multiple fundraising events, and mentors youth in the show pig industry. She also volunteers at numerous 
shows across the state. Layna Bond & Associates is licensed in multiple states, including AZ, IL, IN, IA, KS, MO, ND, OH, OK, SD and WI, with 
two total office locations in Effingham and Highland, IL. Layna recently earned the title of State Agency of the Month for Illinois in November 
2023. From left, back row, are Chamber Ambassadors Marty Stock and Lisa Cornell, City of Effingham Economic Development Director Todd 
Hull, Chamber Ambassadors Dan Capes and Russ Runde, and City of Effingham Economic Development Specialist Sasha Althoff; front row, 
Chamber Ambassador Steve Will, Chamber President & CEO Lucinda Hart, Layna Bond, and Chamber Ambassadors Deborah Womack and 
Randy Jones.
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 The Effingham County Chamber 
held a ribbon-cutting for Rusty Reel 
Events, which has joined the Chamber. 
Among the highlights of Rusty Reel Events 
was the Rusty Reel Lake Jam Oct. 12-
14, a three-day country and rock music 
festival set against the backdrop of Lake 
Sara. From left, back row, are Tim Ellis, Co-
Owner Jason Gines, Diana McWilliams, 
Chamber Ambassadors Michael Wall and 
Russ Runde; center row, Wendy Stang, 
Jamie Stang-Ellis, Chamber Ambassador 
Layna Bond, Co-Owner Kevin Wenthe 
and Chamber Ambassador Steve Will; 
front row, Chamber Ambassador Randy 
Jones, Chamber President & CEO Lucinda 
Hart, Co-Owners Kelly Gines and Becky 
Wenthe, and Chamber Ambassador 
Deborah Womack.  
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By Nick Taylor

After seeing the economic impact sports complexes have 
had in communities throughout the country, a local group 
is looking to get Effingham involved in what has proven 
to be quite a lucrative industry. The group is racing to 

raise the funds it needs by the end of this year.
Following the approval of a purchase agreement for a 25-acre 

property on Schwerman Street in Effingham between the city and 
Unit 40 in November, the nonprofit organization behind plans for a 
new sports complex, the Effingham Showcase Center, is gearing up 
its efforts to raise the $18 million needed for the construction of the 
proposed facility.

The city has agreed to purchase the property that would be the site 
of the new complex from Unit 40 for $1.75 million, but the city will 
only pay for the property if the organization raises the $18 million by 
the end of 2024, unless the agreement is amended before that time.

The Effingham resident and member of the organization spear-
heading the project is Ryan Engel, who works as an engineer for 
Earthrise Energy.

Born and raised in Effingham, Engel has a close connection to the 
community where he lives with his wife, Morgan Engel, 15-year-old 
daughter Ryley, 5-year-old son Jameson and 4-year-old daughter 
Emersyn.

Like his daughter, Ryley, who plays softball, volleyball and 
basketball at Effingham High School, Engel used to be a three-sport 
student. He played basketball, baseball and football, and spent many 
of his weekends traveling throughout the country to compete in 
various tournaments at complexes similar to the one he envisions for 
Effingham.

“I grew up playing sports in the area,” Engel said in an interview. 
“I was fortunate enough that my parents let me travel as I grew up. 
It’s one way that I felt that I could give back.”

Engel is still closely involved in local athletics, coaching for the 
Effingham Park District, the Effingham Intensity travel baseball 
team, and his daughter’s travel softball team, which he began coach-
ing eight years ago.

Over the years, Engel has seen a number of successful sports 
complexes, both big and small, and he eventually decided to begin 
taking the first steps toward getting involved in the booming industry 
a few years ago.

“About three years ago, I got the itch,” Engel said. “These sports 
complexes are essentially popping up everywhere.”

He said the “main focus” of the current plans for the project are 
softball, soccer, baseball and volleyball.

“However, there’s going to be some very unique things – such as 
drone races, robot wars and other things for the youth to get involved 
in,” Engel said.

Additionally, there are plans to potentially host events such as car 
shows, boat shows and rodeos at the complex.

New ideas for the complex are constantly being considered by En-
gel and the other members of the organization, and additions could 
be made to the complex over time to better fit the needs and interests 
of the community.

According to Engel, current plans for the complex include a dome 
which would contain two indoor baseball fields, that could be con-
verted into two indoor softball fields, and five indoor soccer fields.

There are also potential plans to allow for a variety of other sports 
and activities within the dome, including football, cheerleading and 
tumbling which is why Engel hopes to make the facility as versatile 
as possible.

Engel also noted that most sports domes in the Midwest are only 
able to accommodate baseball fields for baseball players that are 12 
years old or younger.

“Really, what’s going to be very unique about this one, it will be 
able to offer baseball at the high school level,” Engel said. “So we’ll 
be able to avoid all rain-outs during the spring for the school, which 
would be awesome.”

Fundraising 
efforts continue 
for Effingham 
Showcase Center

Ryan Engel of Effingham stands with a sign reading “Effingham 
Showcase Center” during an Effingham Sportsbackers golf outing 
at the Effingham Country Club. Engel has been spearheading a local 
organization’s plans to bring a sports complex to Effingham.
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The dome would be 820 feet long, 320 feet 
wide and 125 feet tall, which will allow for two 
indoor baseball fields, and the dimensions of 
the dome have been approved by the Illinois 
High School Association (IHSA) for high 
school baseball.

Plans for the complex also include five out-
door softball fields, one outdoor baseball field, 
two sand volleyball courts, pickleball courts, a 
playground with a splash pad and 983 parking 
spots.

Engel said the Effingham Showcase Center 
would be responsible for managing and operat-
ing the facility, and there are currently plans to 
host travel sports tournaments at the complex 
Friday-Sunday and give access to the commu-
nity Monday-Thursday.

Additionally, Engel and other members of 
the Effingham Showcase Center’s board have 
been working with Effingham Unit 40 on a 
potential agreement for shared use of the park.

The complex would also be in a convenient 
location for Unit 40 as it is already in close proximity to Effingham 
High School and a couple of the school’s existing athletic facilities.

“They talked about being able to have their team practice there, 
being able to utilize it for P.E. and other things during the day,” 
Engel said.

In addition to the many benefits the sports complex would provide 
for many local athletes, it could also be quite beneficial financially 
for the local community as a $25,000 feasibility study by Washing-
ton University in St. Louis suggests.

One of his key goals with bringing the complex to Effingham is 
changing the city from a “stop-and-go town” to a “travel destination.”

“We wanted to make sure that we had information that backed up 
our intuition to what we really think this thing will be able to provide 
for not only the youth but the Effingham community as a whole,” 
Engel said.

He said the study took into account the estimated number of visi-

tors the complex would attract each weekend.
In addition to traveling athletes, many par-

ents would accompany their child to Effingham 
for tournaments, sometimes bringing other 
children, and while they are in the area, many 
of them will visit local businesses, restaurants 
and hotels.

“Most of the direct revenues will be through 
hotels and restaurants,” Engel said. “Those 
people have to find things to do in between 
games.”

In just one weekend, Engel claimed that 
the complex could be a “very large economic 
driver for Effingham” with area hotels poten-
tially bringing in anywhere between $200,000 
and $400,000 from visitors the facility would 
attract to the city.

“The revenue numbers are very high, which 
we’re excited about,” Engel said. “There’s just 
going to be a lot more people around Effing-
ham trying to experience what the community 
has to offer, and I think it’s going to benefit a 

bunch of different people in different ways.”
He also noted that the complex would be located on the south side 

of the city which means it could bring some new businesses to the 
area that has somewhat struggled to keep businesses in the past.

In addition to the potential benefit the complex could have on the 
local economy, Engel said it could also attract new businesses that 
offer activities for young visitors and their families like an indoor 
trampoline park.

“Hopefully, the south side can start becoming the new Keller,” En-
gel said in reference to the businesses on Keller Drive in Effingham. 
“Whenever you have complexes like this, those sort of things tend to 
pop up near them.”

He said the Effingham Showcase Center also plans to partner 
with the HSHS Foundation, Unit 40, local sportsbackers and other 
nonprofits in the area.

The Effingham Showcase Center’s board consists of seven mem-

A rendering of the large dome included in plans for the Effingham Showcase Center shows where the name of whatever entity purchasing the 
naming rights for the dome would go.

“What’s going to be 
very unique about this 

[complex], it will be 
able to offer baseball 

at the high school 
level. So we’ll be able 
to avoid all rain-outs 

during the spring for the 
school, which would be 

awesome.”
— Ryan Engel
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bers. They’ve been meeting for more than 
two years, developing plans for the project 
and getting the word out about these plans as 
well as the organization’s fundraising efforts.

“We have some near-term goals that we’re 
trying to reach to kick off our general contrac-
tor which is Byrne and Jones,” Engel said.

Engel said Byrne and Jones Construction 
is the same group that helped build Effing-
ham High School’s football field, and they 
were also involved in the construction of 
the Rantoul Family Sports Complex, which 
is one of many complexes the organization 
considered when initially developing plans 

for the Effingham Showcase Center.
“And then we’re also working with a con-

sulting firm for naming rights of the facility, 
which we expect will bring a large portion of 
the fundraising,” Engel said.

Since the complex would be located close 
to U.S. Route 40, Engel sees it as an ideal 
location for a business or other groups to 
advertise.

In January, Engel said the Effingham 
Showcase Center board signed a contract 
with IPG 360, a consulting agency based out 
of Santa Monica, California, to help board 
members get a better idea of how to get the 

most out of nam-
ing rights for the 
complex.

“They priori-
tize naming rights 
and evaluate your 
company to see 
exactly where 
that naming right 
can be applicable 
within the com-
pany,” Engel said. 
“They try to find 
people that are 
willing to step up 
and sponsor for 
naming rights.

“We see them 
being a pretty 
big help going 
forward.”

The naming 
rights for the 
dome is expected 
to bring in the 
most advertising 
funds, and Engel 
said the board 
hopes to receive 
its first evaluation 
from IPG 360 on 
April 1.

“That’s our big 
one we’re anx-

iously awaiting,” he said. “We’re pretty ex-
cited about this agreement we just reached.”

As of January, only $20,000 in donations 
have been collected for the complex, but 
Engel and the Effingham Showcase Center 
board are looking to soon intensify fundrais-
ing efforts. 

Engel said the board is considering hold-
ing an informational meeting to get the word 
out about plans for the center and hear some 
of the ideas members of the community 
might have for the complex.

“We haven’t really sent after anything 
hard yet,” Engel said. “We’re trying to raise 
$100,000 by the end of February.”

About half of this $100,000 will be used 
to cover the cost of the IPG 360 contract.

Engel said anyone looking to donate to 
the Effingham Showcase Center can make 
a donation with the Southeastern Illinois 
Community Foundation under the organiza-
tion’s name.

The organization also hopes to have a 
website established sometime during the first 
quarter of 2024.

“It’s not up and running yet, but we do 
have somebody working on it,” Engel said.

A rendering of plans for the Effingham Showcase Center shows what a sports complex in Effingham could look like.
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Headquarters for all 
things powersports

Just a short drive from Effingham, Car 
Corral, located on Highway 50 in Flora, is 
your official headquarters for all things pow-
ersports. Car Corral owners Carl and Ronald 
Slobodzian bring years of experience to the 
dealership, offering used cars, new and pre-
owned powersports, utility trailers, the latest 
in parts and accessories, and unparalleled 
service.

This year is a unique year for Car Corral, 
as 2024 makes 36 years as a local used car 
business, and 26 years as your local Polaris 
dealer. Car Corral offers the area’s largest 
selection of powesports. Car Corral features 
powersportd by Polaris, Can-Am, CFMoto, 
SSR and Slingshot, plus a wide variety of 
pre-owned cars, motorcycles, golf carts, 
ATV’s and side-by-sides. They carry a full 
line of on and off-road motorcycles, with dirt 

bikes ranging in size from 50cc to 450cc’s.  
We also offer a wide selection of single 

and double axel utility trailers. We also add-
ed the SSR line of products of powersports 
products. Car Corral is focused on providing 
an enjoyable and beneficial experience.  
Whether it is help searching for OEM parts, 
needing assistance with finance services 
or looking for an experienced powersports 
service department, the staff at Car Corral is 
ready.

How does Car Corral stay small and sell 
big? It’s simple: years of experience. Carl 
has managed Car Corral for 26 years and is 
an expert in all facets of Polaris and Can-
Am powersports sales, service, and overall 
management. 

Ronald offers more than 50 years of ex-
perience and knowledge in the auto industry 
and will work with you to find the exact car 
or truck that you need.

Car Corral is family owned and operat-
ed and can provide you with the latest and 
best in powersports products to make your 
outdoor living more enjoyable. From the 

most recent ATV technology to the hottest 
new side by side, they can help you find the 
recreational vehicle made for you. Com-
bine this wide array of selections with their 
friendly and knowledgeable staff, and Car 
Corral will become your only stop for all of 
your powersports needs. Stop by Car Corral, 
check out their website at www.carcorralpo-
laris.com or follow them on Facebook at Car 
Corral Polaris Can-Am.

Car Corral

Carl Slobodzian Ronald Slobodzian
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James Flaig, DO
Kevin Malone, MD

SBL Evergreen Clinic
1104 West Evergreen Avenue
Effingham, IL

217-347-2500
www.sarahbush.org

“The people at Evergreen Clinic are very caring, 
professional and made me feel at ease. Dr. Flaig is a 
great surgeon and a great person.”

“I only have great things to say about the doctors and 
staff – they always treat me like family.”

“I have been seeing Dr. Malone for 15 years. His 
caring, kindness and expertise are unsurpassed.”

“From before my surgery and through to the follow-
up visit, everyone did an exemplary job. This includes 
the doctors, nurses and all the staff. Everyone was 
very friendly and professional, and I couldn’t ask for 
better care.”

“Dr. Flaig entered the room with a smile on his 
face and great bedside manner. He was very 
knowledgeable, helpful and answered all my 
questions. I will definitely be going back to him.”

“The last thing Dr. Malone said to me as I was being 
put under was, ‘we will take care of you.’  That was 
very comforting to hear.”

What patients are saying –  

General Surgeons
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Wayne Moran, owner of Effing-
ham Computer, has built his business 
from a small, part-time “side gig”, 
into a full-fledged retail store on 
Effingham’s south side.

Wayne has been doing computer 
sales & service in the Effingham area 
for more than 20 years, previously 
working as a lead tech for a couple of 
local computer places, then working 
in local radio for WXEF & WKJT for 
many years before branching out on 
his own in 2016.

Effingham Computer started as 
a home-based business, operating 
out of his garage from their home in 
Grupe Subdivision near Lake Sara. 
In 2018, Wayne and his wife Neeley 
bought a new home in Effingham, 
and moved the business into their 
basement. Moving inside the city 
brought a nearly instant change to his 
business, and it very quickly went 

from that part-time “side gig”, to his 
full time job. 

In 2021, Wayne and his fami-
ly decided it was time to get the 
business out of the house, and began 
the search for a retail location, before 
finally deciding to move into the Vil-
lage Square Mall. After 2 years and 
much success inside the mall, Wayne 
and Neeley bought the property at 
1906 South Banker Street, right in 
front of the mall. The building, which 
Wayne describes as “that weird, 
round spaceship-looking place”, 
originally started out as an ice cream 
restaurant when it was built in 1999.

In 2024, Effingham Computer 
added additional services by becom-
ing a UPS Access Point, after Wayne 
said he saw a lack of options for 
shipping services on the south end of 
town. “The response was immedi-
ate and very positive. Effingham 

needed another option for UPS, and 
we’re excited to offer and grow the 
service.”

Wayne says his business is “all 
about local service and support”, and 
isn’t the typical “computer shop.” 
We’re a computer store with a shop 
right up front, not hidden in a “tech 
room.” I’m really proud of that. I 
want to be able to talk with custom-
ers while we work on stuff in front of 
them. We’re not going to talk down 
to you or over your head. We’re here 
to help people, that’s the goal.”

“We offer low, flat rates, and we 
do free estimates on everything. 
I don’t believe in “bench fees”, 
or fleecing you with an “annual 
maintenance” plan. I’d rather have 
customers for years than make 
a bunch of money and never see 
you again. When it comes to new 
systems, we don’t do the $100+ 

markup most places do. We know 
you can hop on Amazon and have 
something here in a few days, but it 
won’t have local service or support. 
We carry a great selection of laptops 
from Dell, Lenovo, HP, Asus, and 
others. For desktops, we like to build 
from scratch. I’m proud to say we 
built 132 desktops last year, and over 
500 in the last 5 years. Plus, we did 
over 200 new laptops last year. We 
do everything from regular home 
systems to a lot of gaming stuff, and 
they’re all quality, upgradeable sys-
tems. And, we do free setup and data 
migration on every new system.”

Effingham Computer’s hours 
are Monday-Friday 10 am – 6 
pm and 10 am –2pm on Saturday, 
with service calls available from 7 
am daily. You can also call or text 
(217) 690-9718 or email wayne@
effinghamcomputer.com

Effingham Computer Sales & Service
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Room to grow in Dieterich schools
By Cathy Griffith

The end of Christmas break usually elicits groans and sighs 
from students as they return to school. But not kindergar-
teners in Dieterich School District. They are excited to 
come to school each day now that they have new class-

rooms.
The new kindergarten wing is part of a facilities expansion project 

at the pre-K-12 building that began in March 
last year and is nearing completion.

The expansion is to meet the needs of grow-
ing enrollment, which has increased about 30% 
in the past 12 years to 607 students this school 
year.

The growth has mainly been in primary 
grades, where enrollment has consistently 
averaged upper 40s to lower 50s, swelling class 
sizes, especially for the district’s kindergarten 
level. During the first semester of this school 
year, the district had two kindergarten sections, 
with 27 students in one and 26 in the other.

 With the new kindergarten wing finished, 
another section was added beginning this 
semester, and the class sizes were reduced to 17 
students in one and 18 in each of the other two.

 The smaller class sizes allow teachers to bet-
ter meet the students’ needs. Teachers are now 
able to meet with four or five students at a time 
instead of seven or eight, which allows them 
to identify specific needs and structure lessons 

based on those needs.
Dieterich Elementary Principal Josh Benefiel said the smaller class 

sizes allow for more individualized instruction for students who are 
not only struggling in certain academic areas but also for students 
who are at or above grade level.

“We are also able to build better relationships with our students,” 
said teacher Toni Zumbahlen.

According to teacher Loretta Zane, the class-
room atmosphere is calmer and more conducive 
to learning.

Kindergarten teacher Janice Zimmerman 
likes that the kindergarten wing has minimal 
noise and is peaceful. She also likes that the 
restrooms are easily accessible, “which give 
us quick restroom breaks and more time for 
instruction,” she said.

According to the teachers, the students are 
thriving from the less chaotic atmosphere and 
extra attention from them.

For the teachers, the new roomier classrooms 
allow maximum storage space for their many 
manipulatives. The cabinetry allows everything 
to have its place, keeping things nice and tidy, 
which they also like.

And there’s the new tech.
“We have the most up-to-date Promethean 

board (interactive whiteboard), and each stu-
dent has his or her own device,” said Zane.

The need for more classroom space was 
overdue.

Kindergarten students are excited about their new classrooms that allow for smaller class sizes. Submitted photo.

Students have already 
started occupying the 
science lab and high 

school math classroom 
in addition to the 

three kindergarten 
classrooms. The 

number of sections in 
first and second grades 
also will increase from 
two to three beginning 

next school year.
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A newly renovated gym lobby is one of the several improvements at Dieterich pre-K-12 building following a school construction project. 
Submitted photo.

Students at Dieterich School District now have a state-of-the-art science lab thanks to the recent facilities expansion project. Submitted photo.
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The last expansion was in 
1995 when six classrooms were 
added. That addition was, in 
part, to eliminate portable class-
room structures and to construct 
a new cafeteria.

Since then, school facilities 
have remained the same despite 
growing enrollment. Then, in 
2022, the school board ap-
proved plans to add more class-
rooms and renovate restrooms.

The current project will add 
another six classrooms — three 
to the elementary side and three 
to the junior-senior high side — 
a new state-of-the-art science 
lab and two new restroom facili-
ties, and it includes renovations 
to the gym lobby. Additionally, 
the district will be renovating 
all existing restroom facilities to 
bring them up to date.

The latest construction 
project adds 20,700 square feet 
of space, bringing the total size 
of the pre-K-12 building to 
117,981 square feet.

The project’s total cost is es-
timated to be $5,335,000, which 
is being paid for through the 
sale of construction bonds and 
working cash bonds, according 
to Superintendent Cary Jackson. 
He added that a portion of the 
project has been paid for by 
leveraging $636,175 in ESSR 
III funds, which are part of the 
federal American Rescue Plan 
Act. 

Construction will be com-
pleted in phases. Although it is 
scheduled to be fully completed 
by March, students have already 
started occupying the science 
lab and high school math class-
room in addition to the three 
kindergarten classrooms. The 

number of sections in first and 
second grades also will increase 
from two to three beginning next 
school year.

“Reducing class sizes and 
providing an updated science lab 
were priorities of the district to 
better serve our students,” said 
Jackson.

Dieterich School District underwent a facilities expansion that included new restrooms. Submitted photos.
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  Kindergarteners line up in the hallway of the new kindergarten 
wing at Dieterich Elementary School. Submitted photo.

  Kindergarteners in Dieterich School District enjoy extra space 
in one of their new classrooms that are part of a school construction 
project. Submitted photo.

A shiny new hallway in the DIeterich school construction project. 
Submitted photo. 
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Brookstone Estates of Effingham is the 
county’s only supportive living community 
for adults, 65 years of age and older, that 
need some assistance with daily activities for 
continued independent living. 

What is Supportive Living?
Administered through the Illinois Depart-

ment of Healthcare and Family Services, the 
Supportive Living program combines apart-
ment style living with personal care and other 
services that are covered by the state’s Med-
icaid program. What does this mean to you? 
This program is available to those on 
Medicaid or social security, or private 
pay individuals, who, after their funds 
have depleted, may be covered by this 
financial safety net, thus not forcing 
you to move to another community 
or to a traditional nursing home. 
Thanks to this unique state program, 
Supportive Living residents can live 
affordably and independently in an 
environment where personal choice, 
dignity, privacy, and individuality are 

emphasized. 
Members of the Brookstone Communi-

ty enjoy an assisted living lifestyle, where 
they receive a discrete helping hand and the 
confidence they need to live independently. 
Brookstone Estates offers a robust activi-
ty calendar and social opportunities, from 
planned special events to spontaneous 
gatherings. There is always a neighbor or two 
up for a good time and friends and family 
are welcome to join the fun! Our care team 
goes above and beyond to support an active 
lifestyle and create memory-making opportu-

nities. Services offered include personalized 
care plans created in conjunction with health 
care providers, three delicious home cooked 
meals served daily in the dining room, med-
ication management, daily wellness checks, 
assistance with daily activities such as bathing 
and dressing, certified clinical staff on site 
around the clock, housekeeping, laundry, 
maintenance, and transportation assistance 
in Effingham.  Brookstone Estates offers a 
comfortable, private home to individuals, 
offering one and two-bedroom apartments 
with substantial living space, decorated to 
your personal taste with full kitchens, private 
bathrooms with safety features, spacious 
walk-in closets, emergency call services, 
individually controlled heating and cooling, 

complimentary wi-fi, cable television 
access, with private patio options all in 
a beautifully renovated building. 

Brookstone offers older adults of 
all income levels the care and services 
needed to enjoy a dignified and 
vibrant lifestyle. Brookstone accepts 
private pay, veterans’ assistance, long 
term care insurance and Medicaid. 
Come and see us at 1101 N Maple in 
Effingham or call 217-347-5871 for 
a tour. 

Brookstone Estates
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Effingham County school officials 
discuss their plans 
Story and photos by Nick Taylor

Leaders from area schools met in September to discuss the 
future of their respective districts. Several are working 
to tackle similar issues, including teacher shortages and 
increased enrollment.

Building expansions, renovations and community collaboration 
were among the topics discussed by the school representatives at 
the Holiday Inn in Effingham, in an event hosted by the Effingham 
County Chamber.

The first district representative to speak during the luncheon, Al-
tamont Unit 10 Superintendent Casey Adam, discussed some of the 
district’s recent projects, including the resurfacing of the district’s 
track this summer and the purchase of a new pole vault pit.

“And next summer, we plan to remodel our high school kitchen,” 
Adam said.

In addition to its strong FFA and industrial arts programs, Adam 
discussed the district’s recent collaboration with local businesses 

for a diversified occupations class and the district’s own depart-
ments for a service learning class to help students “learn to become 
dependable future workers.”

“Something new that we have this year is we have reinstated our 
business department at our high school,” she said.

Meanwhile, Dieterich Unit 30 Superintendent Cary Jackson 
provided updates on his district’s expansion, which includes the 
addition of six classrooms, a new science lab, renovating restrooms 
and adding two new restroom banks.

He said the expansion, which will cost the district roughly $5.5 
million, has become necessary as enrollment has increased by about 
30% over the past 15 years.

“Over the past 15 years, Dieterich Schools has experienced an in-
crease of 175 students,” Jackson said. “So that’s created excitement, 
but it’s also created some issues. We’re running out of space.”

Additionally, Jackson said there are plans to improve the district’s 
parking lot and its gymnasium lobby.

“The project will be completed in stages, starting this fall and 

Representatives and students from area school districts stand with Effingham County Chamber President and CEO Lucinda Hart, left, during a 
luncheon in Effingham in September.
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culminating in early spring,” he said during 
the September meeting.

Effingham Unit 40 Superintendent 
Andrew Johnson shared more information 
regarding the district’s short and long term 
goals, including efforts to consolidate its 
elementary buildings.

“We’ve spent the better part of the last 
year working on a strategic plan,” Johnson 
said. “Today we have a company doing a 
facility assessment of our entire property to 
help us decide what the next steps are as far 
as education is concerned.”

As part of the district’s strategic plan, 
it hired a marketing and communications 
specialist, Erin Hartke who described the 
district’s strategic marketing plan as “a 
cohesive rebrand” that also “highlights 
self-promotion.”

“We do have a district website app which 
is really concise,” Hartke said.

The district’s plan includes the establish-
ment of an alumni database as well as the 
introduction of a new Effingham Flaming 

Hearts logo, which she said has a “fresh, 
clean, modern look.”

“We can also manipulate it a little bit,” 
Hartke said regarding the new logo design.

Teutopolis Unit 50 recently put together 
a strategic plan for its own expansion to ac-
commodate growing enrollment, according 
to Superintendent Matthew Sturgeon.

“We identified similarly to Effingham,” 
Sturgeon said. “Now the district, with a 
current enrollment of over 1,142, which 
is up approximately 140 students over the 
last decade, is looking for its next future 
project.”

Sturgeon also addressed the shortage of 
teachers which is being experienced by dis-
tricts throughout the county and said that his 
district is constantly working to attract and 
retain quality staff by offering them services 
such as day care for their children through 
Stevens Industries’ Tot Mate Central Child 
Care Facility.

“It was a day care-based program for 
every one of their employees, and they 
extended that opportunity to the Teutopolis 
district,” he said.

All district employees now have access to 
the day care.

The communications coordinator for Sa-
cred Heart School, Andrea Wright, said the 
school recently renovated its library, which 
contains over 10,000 book titles.

“It received a facelift over the summer 
and now boasts a beautiful forest theme 
with new seating and flooring,” she said.

Wright also addressed the ongoing con-
struction taking place near the school and 
said the school has been working to “tweak” 
some routes to and from school for students 
as a result.

“One challenge we are facing this year 
is the Fayette Avenue construction project, 
which is basically at our front door,” Wright 
said.

St. Anthony High School Principal Greg 
Fearday talked about the opportunities 
offered to students for “life beyond high 

school.”
“After being here for now a decade, the 

opportunities that our high school kids have 
here in Effingham and the surrounding areas 
very much rival that of much larger urban 
areas,” Fearday said.

Representatives from Beecher City Unit 
20 also spoke during the luncheon, with 
high school seniors Marissa Summers and 
Layne Jones providing updates.

“Back in 2015, our school got a $4.5 mil-
lion renovation to our high school, and due 
to increased enrollment numbers, we are 
having to hire new teachers,” Summers said.

In addition to hiring three new grade 
school teachers, Summers said the district is 
adding a new classroom at the high school.

Additionally, Jones said the district 
recently began offering a variety of business 
classes to students, including a personal 
finance class, business law class and cyber-
security class.

“I took personal finance last year as a 

junior and believe that it really helped me 
to learn different things that I really didn’t 
know about taxes, budgeting and investing.”

Meanwhile, the vice president for 
academic services at Lake Land College, 
Ikemefuna Nwosu, and the college’s chief 

The marketing and communications 
specialist for Effingham Unit 40, Erin Hartke, 
discusses the district’s strategic plan during 
a September luncheon.

Unit 10 Superintendent Casey Adam is 
shown during a recent school board meeting.

Unit 40 Superintendent Andrew Johnson is 
shown during a recent meeting.
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of staff, Jean Anne Highland, spoke about 
the purchase of the Patterson Technolo-
gy Center building, which will house the 
Effingham Regional Career Academy and 
is expected to open for classes in the fall of 
2024.

“We are right in the middle of going from 
an idea that has been patched together with 
many partnerships to something having a 

permanent home in the Patterson building, 
so we are really excited about that,” Nwosu 
said.

Dr. John Storsved, the dean of the College 
of Health and Human services at Eastern Il-
linois University, said he’s beginning to see 
students there return to a sense of normalcy 
following the peak years of the COVID-19 
pandemic which put a serious strain on their 
social lives.

He said the campus is now “brimming 
with activity.”

“The students are getting back out and 

meeting each other,” Storsved said.
Storsved said the primary goal of its staff 

is “getting to know our students” which he 
said is much easier at a school like Eastern 
Illinois University where he claimed 98% of 
classes have less than 50 students.

Additionally, he said there will be a 
groundbreaking in the spring for Eastern 
Illinois University’s life sciences building, 
which he called “very necessary.”

Teutopolis Unit 50 Superintendent Matthew 
Sturgeon is shown during a recent meeting.

Dieterich Unit 30 Superintendent Cary 
Jackson shares updates on his district, 
including plans to expand the district’s 
building during the Effingham County 
Chamber’s First Friday luncheon in 
Effingham. 

“Back in 2015, our 
school got a $4.5 million 
renovation to our high 

school, and due to increased 
enrollment numbers, we 
are having to hire new 

teachers.”
— Marissa Summers, Beecher City 

Unit 20 high school senior
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Just beyond a 198-foot cross 
located at the junction of Inter-
states 57 and 70 lies one of the 
most progressive cities in Illinois 
named Effingham. A short drive 
into the city brings you to the 
heart of downtown where you’ll 
find fascinating museums, galler-
ies, a coffee roaster, entrepreneurs 
and several restaurants and bars. 
You can spend a day taking it all 
in or experience downtown Eff-
ingham with an overnight stay in 
one of the coolest Airbnb spaces 
in town. Located above XCHNG, 
these Airbnb’s are available for 
short or long term stays. Another 
feature is Effingham Public Li-
brary located just across the street 
from Effingham County Museum. 

Downtown Effingham hosts a 
number of fun events during the 
year including Farmers Market 
each Saturday morning during 
the summer months, Food Trucks 

on the square each Friday during 
the summer months, Ladies 
Night Out, seasonal open houses, 
EffinghamHAM JAM barbeque 
festival, Cruise Night, a huge Hal-
loween parade, a downtown Trick 
or Treat event and a marvelous 
Christmas celebration that in-
cludes tasty treats, stunning lights 
and a visit from Santa at Santa’s 

House. Traditional activities 
during the Christmas celebration 
include carriage rides, live enter-
tainment, an ice rink, light parade, 
train rides and live reindeer, to 
name a few! 

 There are many monstrous 
light displays that stay all winter 
long on the lawn of the Effingham 
County Museum as an awesome 

photo op for thousands of visitors. 
The City of Effingham was 

proud to be ranked second in a 
lineup of illinois’ Best Downtown 
Areas in 2022! Effingham invites 
you to come see what draws 
thousands to visit this thriving 
downtown area all throughout the 
year!

Downtown Effingham

Visit Downtown Effingham
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Neoga, Illinois is located on 
Route 45 and right off Interstate 
57 at exit 177. Neoga is nestled 
between Effingham to the south 
and Mattoon to the north. Easy 
access to both of these industry 
rich cities makes Neoga the per-

fect place to call home.  Neoga is 
a city in Cumberland County and 
had a population of 1,398 with 
the 2020 census. Neoga was in-
corporated in 1856. Neoga means 
“deer” in the Kickapoo language.

Neoga hosts a strong banking 

and finance industry, with First 
Neighbor Bank and First Mid 
Bank having locations with-
in Neoga.  The City of Neoga 
provides a variety of recreational 
facilities, with public parks fea-
turing tennis and basketball courts 

in addition to several area lakes 
with swimming, boating and wa-
ter sports. For the avid outdoors 
person, nearby Fox Ridge and 
Lincoln Trail State Parks offer 
camping, hiking, snowmobiling, 
walking paths and horseback 
riding.

Neoga is home to Neoga Grade 
and High School. Lake Land 
Community College, located 12 
miles north of the City of Neoga, 
offers access to higher education 
and workforce training programs.

Sigel is an incorporated town 
in Shelby County, Illinois with 
a population of 329 at the 2020 
census. Sigel is located in the 
southeast corner of Shelby 
County. U.S. Route 45 is the main 
roadway to and from Sigel while 
Interstate 57 runs just to the east 
of the town. Sigel is about 5 miles 
northeast of Effingham.

The town was named after 
Franz Sigel, (1824–1902), a 

Neoga & Sigel

Lake Mattoon in Neoga.

Neoga/Sigel Businesses
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Union general in the American 
Civil War. Jack Berch, singer, 
was born in Sigel.  Sigel is home 
to St. Michael School and Sigel 
Community Bank, a branch of 
Teutopolis State Bank. It is also 
home to several agricultural 
related businesses as farming is 
a cornerstone of this community 
and area. St. Michael School in 
Sigel is proceeding with plans 
to construct a school addition to 

replace the 1929, two story school 
building. Construction is planned 
to be completed by the start of the 
2024-2025 school year. To learn 
more about this exciting develop-
ment for Sigel, visit their website 
at www.ssmcs.org

Neoga and Sigel are commu-
nities strongly tied to the early 
development of central Illinois’ 
railroad industry. 

St. Michael School in Sigel.

Neoga/Sigel Businesses

Neoga native Allie Keck makes it to the Battle Round of “The Voice” 
in March 2023. Even though she didn’t advance to the next round, 
her social media continues to be flooded with love and support. Even 
Ginger Ale’s in Effingham named a drink after her, The Allie Keck, which 
is a sour apple Sprite with shimmer and Pop Rocks, according to its 
Facebook post. Former Neoga Mayor Marty Hartke said on behalf of the 
City of Neoga, “we couldn’t be more proud of you, Allie Keck. Your hard 
work, determination and God-given talents have taken you a long way. 
Thank you for proving a small-town girl can still climb to the top,” he said. 
“Little eyes around here look up to you. We look forward to watching you 
continue to grow, as we know many doors will open in your future.”
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Neoga/Sigel Businesses

Neoga Hometown Christmas is held 
each year in downtown Neoga on the 
last Saturday in November. This holiday 
event grows in popularity each year and 
includes an ice skating rink, ice sculpting 
demonstration, antique tractor sleigh 
rides, kids activities, live music, lighted 
parade, and more! 

Megan Baker was announced as the National Winner of the 
National FFA Agri-Science Fair in the Environmental Service 
& Natural Resource Systems Division at the National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis in November 2023.
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Neoga/Sigel Businesses

St. Michael School Class of 2019 alumni, Kaylee Niebrugge, 
was crowned the 2023 Teutopolis High School prom queen 
in April 2023.

Sooeyfest, an annual event hosted by Neoga Partnership for Progress, is held on 
the third Saturday of October in Jennings Park in Neoga. Activities include live 
music, games, food and craft vendors, a free ham & bean lunch and and the ever-
popular smoke-off competition.
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Jasper County was formed in 
1831 out of Clay and Crawford 
Counties. It was named for Sgt. 
William Jasper, a Revolutionary 
War hero from South Caroli-
na. During the defense of Fort 
Moultrie in 1776, the staff of the 
American flag was shot away. Sgt. 
Jasper attached the flag to a pole 
and stood on the wall waving the 
flag at the British until a new staff 
was erected.

Newton is located a short drive 
from two major interstates and 
several airports accommodating 
small planes as well as commuter 
flights. Locally, state routes 33 and 
130 are both class two truck routes 
and rail services are provided by 
both the Indiana Railroad and 
Illinois Central Railroad.

Friendly neighborhoods and a 
progressive school system make 
you feel at home right away, and 
there is always something to 
occupy your time. Hunting lodges, 

two parks (including an aquatic 
center and skate park) and a drive-
in are just a few of our recreation 
options.

If you are thinking of making 
Newton your home or the home 
of your business, or if you are just 
passing through, we hope you 
enjoy our mix of small town ideals 
and big city ambition!

Notable residents:
•	 Glenn Brummer, baseball 

catcher for the Major League 

Baseball St. Louis Cardinals 
and Texas Rangers; member 
of the 1982 World Champion 
Cardinals

•	 Irene Hunt, author of the classic 
“Across Five Aprils”

•	 Albert Isley, Illinois judge, 
lawyer, and state senator

•	 Burl Ives, folk singer, author, 
and actor

•	 Ross Wolf, baseball pitcher; 
played for the SK Wyverns of 
the Korea Baseball Champion-
ship; formerly played for several 
Major League Baseball teams

Newton Businesses

Newton

Burl Ives statue in 
Newton.
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Greenup/Toledo Businesses
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Village of Greenup
  Greenup, Illinois, is an opportunity to 

step back in time and see a simpler way of 
life, while never leaving the amenities to 
which we have become accustomed.  Platted 
by William C. Greenup in 1834, while he 
served in a supervisory capacity on the 
National Road, Greenup has a rich and in-
teresting history. Residents and visitors alike 
can appreciate Greenup for its numerous 
elements of charm.

The village of Greenup is a small com-
munity of just over 1,300 residents, located 
along interstate 70 and at the junction of 
Illinois Route 130 and Illinois Route 121.  
The National Road, US Route 40, runs 
through the southern edge of Greenup as 
well providing another source of tourism 
and transportation. Greenup is strategically 
located 23 miles to the east of Effingham, 
25 miles to the south east of Mattoon, and 
16 miles south of Charleston, providing 
residents with numerous options for dining, 
entertainment and employment all within a 
short commute.  

That is not to say that Greenup doesn’t 
have an impressive offering of services 
itself, particularly given its size! Greenup 
has a large lineup of businesses that includes 

an impressive Cameo Vineyards winery and 
a bustling new Love’s Travel Stop, just off 
the interstate, offering travelers and locals a 
chance to enjoy eateries that include Ches-
ter’s Chicken, Godfather’s Pizza and Naf 
Naf Grill.   The locals appreciate that they 
have their own grocery store and various 
convenience options should they not want to 
travel. The school district, located outside of 
town, prepares students to become pro-
ductive citizens. People wishing to pursue 
higher education or learn a trade have access 
to Eastern Illinois University and Lake Land 
Community College, both less than an hour’s 
commute from the community.  The largest 
employer in Greenup is by far Evapco, em-
ploying over 400 skilled workers, building 
high end industrial AC and refrigeration 
units that are utilized around the world! 

Within the village proper, Greenup has 7 
restaurants to provide a variety of choices.  
After dinner, residents or visitors can treat 
themselves to a unique downtown experi-
ence with the view of the store fronts which 
provide Greenup its title, “The Village of 
Porches”.  The porches have a style that 
would be perhaps as much at home in 1880’s 
New Orleans as a rural community in Illi-

nois, and they give visitors an enjoyable look 
at the beauty of historic architecture in the 
area.  For those interested in seeing beautiful 
architecture up close, Greenup is also home 
to a modern covered bridge, built in 2000 
and boasting no weight restriction on its use. 
The Greenup covered bridge has an obser-
vation deck as well as a nature trail along 
the banks of the Embarrass River.  History 
lovers will enjoy that the original covered 
bridge that had occupied the site used tim-
bers laid by Abe and Thomas Lincoln. Of 
course, being the land of Lincoln, the ties to 
the Lincoln family don’t end with the bridge. 
Greenup is just south of the famed Lincoln 
Log Cabin, home to the Lincoln’s after they 
moved to Illinois, as well as the Thomas 
Lincoln Cemetery, the final resting place of 
Abraham’s father and step-mother.  

For those looking to make an extend-
ed trip of their visit to Greenup, there are 
options from which to choose.  Greenup has 
two motels as well as four Airbnbs.  During 
that extended stay, visitors may want to visit 
our two local museums or take in one of the 
two local parks. Whatever your reason for 
visiting, Greenup has your needs and your 
comfort covered.  

Downtown Greenup

Cameo Winery

Love’s Travel Stop
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Cardiology Services

Acute Care Nurse Practitioner

What Cory’s patients are saying –  

“Cory was very thorough and professional, explaining 
in detail everything about my heart condition. He 
took time to answer every question I had.”

“I can’t speak highly enough about Cory Hess. He is 
very knowledgeable and not once did I feel like he 
was in a rush. Sarah Bush Lincoln is fortunate to have 
him.”

“My appointment with Cory was well worth the 
drive to Effingham! He is very compassionate and 
encouraging, and gave detailed explanations about 
my heart concerns. “

“I learned more from Cory about my heart condition 
than from any other cardiologist I have seen in the 
past.”

“I highly recommend Cory and Sarah Bush Lincoln. He 
is very easy to talk to. He went extraordinarily above 
and beyond in caring for me.”

SBL Bonutti Clinic
Cardiology Clinic

1303 West Evergreen Ave., Suite 201
Effingham, IL

217-238-4960
www.sarahbush.org



F E AT U R E

96     PROGRESS   |   2024

MAPPING THE PATH TO 
PROGRESS IN MONTROSE
By Cathy Griffith

The village of Montrose has been on a path to progress ever 
since it received a $600,000 parks grant last year.

The state awarded the Open Space Land Acquisition 
and Development (OSLAD) grant to local park projects 

throughout Illinois to help communities acquire land and develop 
recreational opportunities.

Montrose is using the grant to improve its campground and lake 
recreation area, which attracts people from all over the area.

The lake is popular with area anglers and those passing through 
with its plethora of catfish, bluegill, red ear, crappie and good-size 
bass. And the campground gets a lot of repeat interstate travelers 
who find it peaceful and safe.

Village President Steve Browning is hoping to add another at-
traction to the lake – wedding venue – with an observation deck for 
couples to hold their weddings that is being funded by the OSLAD 
grant. The grant also will allow the village to install new playground 
equipment, restroom facilities, shower house for campers and boat 
ramp.

The grant is also being used to help pay for a new ball diamond 
that organizers hope will attract people to tournaments and bring 
more out-of-town traffic to the village that is home to about 200 
residents. While work has already begun on the ball diamond thanks 
to Dieterich-based Crush Athletics, which has partnered with the 
village to set up the home field, officials hope to start on the other 
projects this spring.

Montrose Village President Steve Browning stands along the village’s lake. The village plans to build an observation deck to the lake, as well as a 
bigger dock as part of a $600,000 parks grant the village received. Cathy Griffith photo
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In the meantime, the momentum the grant has spurred has village 
officials embarking on a program to create a comprehensive plan for 
the village.

The program, MAPPING, is a strategic vision-
ing and planning process in which residents pro-
vide input to create that plan. MAPPING, which 
stands for Management and Planning Programs 
Involving Nonmetropolitan Groups, is offered 
through the Illinois Institute of Rural Affairs.

“We decided we wanted to grow like Dieterich, 
and we’re basically going to steal Dieterich’s 
business plan,” Browning said of the neighboring 
village, which went through the program and has 
become a model of growth among rural commu-
nities in Illinois, bucking the trend of shrinking 
small towns in the state.

Browning was introduced to the Dieterich 
Community Development Corporation, a group of 
Dieterich residents who look for ways to invest in 
Dieterich. After sharing his intentions to grow the 
village, they didn’t hesitate to help.

“They go, ‘OK, we’re going to introduce you to people because 
we want to see Montrose grow just as bad as you want to see Mon-
trose grow.’ They introduced us to people, and through the process of 

meeting the people, they said the first thing you 
really want to do is map your destiny,” he said.

A special meeting was held in December to 
see if residents were interested in starting the 
process. The response was overwhelming. Nearly 
40 residents packed the small village hall, and 13 
signed up to be on the steering committee.

“I thought we were only maybe having four or 
five people show up. We were just ecstatic,” said 
Browning.

Lifelong resident Keith McKinney, who volun-
teered to be on the steering committee, also was 
surprised by the turnout.

The village won’t begin the MAPPING 
process until this fall. Still, village officials are 
hoping to keep the momentum going until then 
with monthly meetings of the steering committee 
to start getting some ideas.

Gisele F. Hamm, MAPPING Program Director for the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs out of Western Illinois University, speaks to a room full of 
community members in Montrose about the program. Submitted photo

“In order for the 
community to grow, 
it must be attractive 

to businesses and 
homeowners. Better 
infrastructure would 
make it attractive.”

— Keith McKinney, MAPPING 
steering committee member
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McKinney would like to see the community grow and, with it, its 
infrastructure – water, sewer, roads, parks and accessibility. While 
he feels the village’s current infrastructure is adequate, it’s not 
enough to support expansion.

“In order for the community to grow, it must be attractive to 
businesses and homeowners. Better infrastructure would make it 
attractive,” he said.

That’s why village officials are looking for ways to help improve 
the village’s infrastructure.

Browning said the village is seeking a grant to finish upgrading 
its storm sewers after half of them were replaced several years ago.

“Before you build, you got to have your infrastructure in place,” 
said Browning. “We’re trying to build the town one piece at a time.”

Another piece is the recreational improvements.
“I hope once we get it all said and done that people will come and 

enjoy the park and think about building here in Montrose eventual-
ly,” he said.

While Browning hopes the actions the village is taking lead 
to population growth, he admits the village is getting a late start 
compared to others that have already completed the MAPPING 
program.

“You got to start somewhere, and we’re moving forward, and 
everybody said they’re glad to see us making the first step, and 
we’re hoping to keep the motivation going in a forward direction,” 
said Browning.

With Dieterich experiencing exponential growth and other area 

This pavilion in Montrose will get a makeover as part of a state parks 
grant the village received. Cathy Griffith photo.
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villages already taking steps to mimic that, McKinney believes there 
is still room for Montrose to prosper.

“It does not matter that other communities have completed this 
program. We can still benefit,” he said.

Village Clerk Holly Huber believes the village can benefit from 
others that have gone through the program.

“We now have the opportunity to talk with those involved and hear 
what worked and didn’t work and what they 
would have done differently,” she said. “Other 
communities, Teutopolis and Strasburg, just to 
name a few, have done a tremendous job with 
their MAPPING program.”

McKinney notes Montrose has strengths oth-
er communities don’t, such as interstate access 
and proximity to Effingham and Mattoon. It 
also intersects with routes 40 and 121/Dieterich 
Blacktop.

Huber believes another asset the village has 
is its location within Dieterich Unit 30 School 
District.

“The administration, faculty and teachers are 
all top-notch and show great dedication and 
care for their students and school,” she said.

It’s one reason Huber and her husband built 
their home just south of the village.

“We wanted our children to have a good education and knew 
Dieterich Unit 30 would meet our expectations,” she said.

More than access to a good education, Huber wants Montrose to 
be a place her children want to return to after college. She envisions 

a village with amenities like a coffee shop, unique stores and a 
restaurant.

“A place where people of all ages can go with multiple activities 
available,” she said.

She also wants to see stronger community involvement, whether 
as a volunteer firefighter, village trustee or president. Before the last 
election in 2023, the village had struggled to fill those positions.

Huber is encouraged by the turnout at the 
meeting in December.

“Economic growth takes community in-
volvement, and the showing of support from 
those in attendance at the December presenta-
tion indicates we are at the perfect time, and I 
know Montrose will accomplish our goals and 
be just as successful,” she said.

She hopes the MAPPING program will pro-
vide the foundation for more participation in 
the community as fall planning sessions begin.

“Montrose is unique. We have a wide variety 
of individuals who, I have no doubt, will make 
our MAPPING program fit the dynamics and 
desires of Montrose with their own ideas,” she 
said.

Like Huber, McKinney seeks the MAPPING 
program to strengthen the community.

“I would like to see the members of the community rally around 
the community with common goals to improve it, hopefully, working 
toward and believing in those goals,” he said. “Doing such makes the 
community stronger.”

“I hope once we get it all 
said and done that people 
will come and enjoy the 
park and think about 

building here in Montrose 
eventually.”

— Steve Browning, Montrose  
village president
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GIVING RESIDENTS A LIFT
Story and photos by Cathy Griffith

Linda Kraus rides the Central Illinois Public Transit vehicle 
to and from work five days a week.

CIPT picks her up at her home near Funkhouser and 
takes her to her job at Prince Corporation in Teutopolis at 

7:15 a.m.
“I’m usually the only one on the bus going to work,” said Kraus.
CIPT then picks her up from work at 4:30 p.m. and brings her 

home.
Kraus has relied on the service for more than five years.
“Everybody’s polite, and they usually pick me up right on time 

without a problem. They pick me up from work with no problem. 
They take me right to the door at work. Very professional, very 
friendly,” she said.

Without the service, Kraus said it would be difficult to get back 
and forth to work.

“I can’t drive anymore, so I take the bus,” she said. “If the service 
wasn’t available, I either would have to get family members to take 
me to work, or I wouldn’t work.”

The transportation service is also affordable for Kraus. A monthly 
pass for transportation in Effingham County is $35.

The public transportation service operates on a demand-response 
basis Monday through Friday from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. and is admin-
istered by CEFS Economic Opportunity Corporation. It is open to 

everyone.
While people needing a ride must call a dispatcher ahead of time 

to schedule one, a new service started last year allows riders to hop 
on and off at designated stops on the north side of the city of Eff-
ingham between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday without 
calling ahead.

ETrax is similar to a bus route in large cities, but there is one 
difference. Between the designated stops, buses may deviate up to 
one-quarter of a mile from the established route to pick up or drop 
off riders. Deviations must be prescheduled, and only one is allowed 
per loop. The scheduled stops include medical centers, stores, apart-
ments and a travel center. A boarding pass is $1, and a monthly pass 
is $35.

Since it began operating in July, ETrax has seen steady ridership, 
according to Central Illinois Public Transit Program Director Beth 
Beck-Marts. The service has been averaging about 190 to 195 rides 
a month, with December seeing the most significant increase – 220 
rides – despite operating fewer days because of the holidays.

“I think it’s slowly catching on. It seems like all of our stops are 
doing well,” said Beck-Marts, adding Walmart and Kirby Foods are 
popular stops. 

Effingham County officials would like to eventually add a route to 
serve the city’s southern portion. But Beck-Marts said it’s too soon to 
tell if such a route is warranted.

CIPT Program Director Beth Beck-Marts and driver/dispatcher Sandy Burk stand in front of one of the many Effingham County Public 
Transportation passenger vehicles. 
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“We got to get the numbers up on this first 
one before we do the south end,” she said.

She said they may get a better picture a 
full year into the program. They also will 
have to hire more drivers. Logistically, she 
said it would be more challenging to imple-
ment an ETrax route similar to the current 
one.

“It will be more challenging, of course, 
because of the railroad tracks. A deviated 
route is required to be on a very fixed time 
schedule. So, trying to figure out how we 
can account for a 20-minute stop here on 
these tracks is going to be the challenge. And 
there’s just less down here to go to. There’s 
plenty of stops where we are at now, but 
down here, there’s just not a lot of places 
that are fully utilized,” she said.

Still, Beck-Marts said they want to do 
some route, even if it’s a shuttle to the north 
end.

She noted that residents on the city’s south 
end can currently get a ride to ETrax.

“They can call in and say, ‘Hey, I need to 
go to Walmart,’ and we can pick them up and 
take them to like Kirby’s, and they can hop 
on the ETrax, and we can arrange to pick 
them up there to take them back home. So 
they can still utilize the ETrax. They would 
just need a demand response to get to that 
point,” she said.

ETrax, she said, serves as a focal point for 
people to do their business throughout the 
day.

Effingham County officials are helping 
to make the service more affordable for 
seniors, veterans and people with disabili-
ties. The Effingham County Board voted to 
give the program $10,000 earlier this year, 
allowing those groups to ride for a suggested 
donation.

“It just allows them to ride for what’s 
affordable for them,” said Beck-Marts.

While the service currently has grants that 
allow seniors – which is the largest demo-
graphic of riders – to ride the demand-re-
sponse CIPT for a suggested donation of $1 
rather than the $3 fare, the grant from the 
county now allows veterans and the disabled 
to ride for a suggested donation also.

“So, this will cover two demographics that 
are not covered right now,” she said.

With the other grants, Beck-Marts ex-
plained seniors ride for a suggested dona-
tion, and if they give a suggested donation, 
then they can transfer right over to the 
ETrax. But if they don’t offer a donation on 
the demand-response pickup, they have to 
pay to ride ETrax, or if they just go to an 
ETrax station, they have to pay the $1.

“So, I think that’s kind of made some 
seniors hesitant to utilize it,” she said.

To take advantage of the new discount, 
people who fall into those groups must apply 

for identification cards that will be used for 
rides. Beck-Marts is hoping to have those 
applications available in February or March.

While people can use ETrax to travel to 
medical appointments – stops include HSHS 
St. Anthony’s and Sarah Bush Lincoln facili-

ties as well as Veterans Administration Clin-
ic – CIPT also provides a dedicated route to 
medical providers in and outside the county. 
For Medicaid clients, Medicaid covers the 
cost. Beck-Marts said many trips are to 
specialists out of the county, which would be 
expensive if clients had to pay out of pocket. 
A trip outside the county is $1 per mile.

“A lot of people can’t afford that,” she 
said. 

CEFS has contracts with two managed 
care organizations that Medicaid outsources 
with and is now adding a third.

“That just allows us to cover more people 
that may have been assigned these managed 
care organizations. So, the more contracts 
we have with these providers, the more ac-
cessibility our residents have,” she said.

With the addition of providers, the service 
has increased Medicaid transports by 52% 
over the last year and a half.

As CEFS continues to make rides more 
affordable, Beck-Marts is happy the county’s 
latest contribution will provide that opportu-
nity to more residents.

“I’m excited about that,” she said. “Hope-
fully, this donation from the county will be 
ongoing every year, and we will be able to 
provide that for those three demographics.”

CIPT driver/dispatcher Sandy Burk enjoys 
getting to know the passengers when she 
drives.
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Property Transfers

EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
PROPERTY TRANSFERS

There were 718 property 
transfers recorded in 
Effingham County in 2023. 
Sales totaled $180,856,782. 
Although acreage is not 
listed on every sale, the 
total that was listed came to 
3,733.62 acres.
The top 50 sales by price 
totaled $75,753,071 and 
encompassed 1,233.15 
acres. They are listed below 
in descending order by sales 
price.

Address: 1201 Althoff Drive, 
Effingham
Price: $15,500,000

Seller: Patterson Technology 
Center, Inc.
Buyer: Board of Trustees of 
Community College District 
No. 517
Acres: 21
Date recorded: 05-09-23

Address: 2301 S. Banker St., 
Effingham
Price: $7,342,333
Seller: Effingham Storage 
Solutions, LLC – South Banker 
Series
Buyer: Bailey Family 
Enterprises, LLC
Acres: 18.6
Date recorded: 08-18-23

Address: 1200 N. Raney St., 
Effingham
Price: $4,200,000

Seller: Central Midwest 
Hospitality Effingham CI, LLC
Buyer: VHS Properties, Inc., 
An Illinois Corporation
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 01-26-23

Address: E. Cumberland 
Road, Altamont
Price: $4,117,263
Seller: Opilka Realty, LLC
Buyer: Sarah Bush Lincoln 
Health System
Acres: 1
Date recorded: 04-04-23

Address: S. Banker St., 
Effingham (Number not 
listed)
Price: $2,544,000
Seller: LLR Development, LLC
Buyer: Stacey L. Durbin
Acres: 96 
Date recorded: 08-23-23

Address: 709 W. Wabash 
Ave., Effingham
Price: $2,366,667
Seller: Effingham Storage 
Solutions 2 – Loudon Property
Buyer: Bailey Family 
Enterprises LLC
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 10-11-23

Address: 1207 N. Keller 
Drive, Effingham
Price: $2,275,000
Seller: BKK Holdings, LLC
Buyer: DLM Illinois, LLC
Acres: 0.5
Date recorded: 03-07-23

Address: N. 1225th St., 
Effingham
Price: $2,004,375
Seller: Haarman Family Trust 
#1
Buyer: Beck’s Superior 
Hybrids, Inc.
Acres: 59
Date recorded: 01-27-23

Address: Newcomb Drive, 
Effingham (Number not 
listed)
Price: $1,956,930
Seller: Historic Hills, LLC
Buyer: Habe 2, LLC

Acres: 10
Date recorded: 12-07-23

Address: 2212 N. Raney St., 
Effingham
Price: $1,825,000
Seller: Karen A. Luchtefeld & 
Kristie L. Kirby
Buyer: ABKS, Inc.
Acres: 12
Date recorded: 02-08-23

Address: 303 W. Fayette 
Ave., Effingham
Price: $1,400,000
Seller: JT&KT, LLC
Buyer: JGKW Holdings, LLC
Acres: 1.5
Date recorded: 01-17-23

Address: 104 E. Blohm Ave., 
Effingham
Price: $1,325,000
Seller: Willowbrook 
Development, LLC
Buyer: Effingham County 
Health Department
Acres: 1.5
Date recorded: 02-01-23

Address: 103 Norb Ave., 
Dieterich
Price: $1,270,000
Seller: Rodney & Diana Fish
Buyer: EPCT Real Estate, LLC
Acres: 2 
Date recorded: 04-20-23

Address: 11135 E. 
Cambridge Lane, Effingham
Price: $1,200,000
Seller:  Emanuele Trupiano
Buyer: Chad K. Green & Jenna 
N. Green
Acres: 3
Date recorded: 07-17-23

Address: 401 N. Keller Drive, 
Effingham
Price: $1,175,000
Seller: Midtowne Developers, 
LLC
Buyer: AMZ Development LLC
Acres: 1.3 
Date recorded: 11-30-23

Address: 1306 Thelma Keller 
Ave., Effingham
Price: $1,056,300
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Seller: Ruholl Family 
Investments LLC
Buyer: Prairie Holdings 
Thelma K LLC
Acres: 0.6
Date recorded: 11-29-23

Address: E. 125th Ave., 
Mason (Number not listed)
Price: $1,046,000
Seller: Deborah D. Nelson 
Trustee
Buyer: Travis L. Worman Co 
Trustee
Acres: 80
Date recorded: 12-04-23

Address: 8944 E. 1400th 
Ave., Effingham
Price: $1,000,000
Seller: Matthew Straube & 
Jane Santangelo
Buyer: Joseph R. & Sheila I. 
Dively
Acres: 1.5
Date recorded: 04-03-23

Address: E. 1400th Ave., 
Effingham (Number not 
listed)
Price: $960,000
Seller: Roger Herrmann, ET AL
Buyer: Timothy E. Neu & 
Jessica A. Neu
Acres: 80
Date recorded: 11-09-23

Address: 1310 Pike Ave., 
Effingham
Price: $900,000
Seller: Overbeck Investments, 
LLC
Buyer: Mid-Illinois Concrete, 
Inc.
Acres: (Not listed)
Date recorded: 06-15-23

Address: E. 300th Ave., 
Mason (Number not listed)
Price: $852,000
Seller: Beck’s Superior 
Hybrids, Inc.
Buyer: Haarmann Family Trust 
#1
Acres: 70.5
Date recorded: 01-24-23

Address: 12826 N. Country 
Club Rd., Effingham
Price: $850,000
Seller: Scott A. Conant
Buyer: Jeffrey S. Pryor
Acres: 8
Date recorded: 08-22-23

Address: 9153 E. US Hwy. 40, 
Effingham
Price: $845,000
Seller: Jeffrey S. Pryor
Buyer: Jon E. & Monica M. 
Fopay
Acres: 32
Date recorded: 08-24-23

Address: RR 500N, Mason 
(Number not listed)
Price: $840,000
Seller: Sonia K. Hyde, Trustee
Buyer: Logan A. Hill
Acres: 60
Date recorded: 04-18-23

Address: N. 2400th St., 
Montrose (Number not 
listed)
Price: $835,539
Seller: Marcia K. Cox/Roger L. 
Krabbe/Stanley L. Krabbe & 
Marcia L. Krabbe, as Trustee
Buyer: Alan A. Goebel & 
Margaret A. Goebel
Acres: 52.5
Date recorded: 03-31-23

Address: 13275 N. Country 
Club Rd., Effingham
Price: $820,500
Seller: Jeffrey R. Lauritzen & 
Lisa M. Lauritzen
Buyer: Christopher S. Tingley 
& Michelle L. Tingley
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 10-25-23

Address: N. 600th St., 
Altamont (Number not listed)
Price: $790,000
Seller: William H. Hulbert
Buyer: Joshua S. Bobbitt
Acres: 79 
Date recorded: 07-27-23

Address: 216 W. Main St., 
Teutopolis
Price: $785,016
Seller: Esker Family Trust A
Buyer: EBJ Land Trust #95-146
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 05-05-23

Address: N. Raney St. 
(Number not listed)
Price: $775,495
Seller: City of Effingham
Buyer: Effingham Hospitality 
Partners II, LLC
Acres: 2 
Date recorded: 03-02-23

Address: 18221 Wild Oaks 
Drive, Effingham
Price: $749,900

Seller: Danny W. Beal
Buyer: Jason R. Heuerman & 
Michele K. Hartke
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 10-27-23

Address: 1017 Beckman 
Drive, Effingham
Price: $725,000
Seller: R. Dean Bingham & 
Mary Colleen Bingham
Buyer: James Schultz & 
Stephanie Christine Schultz
Acres: 1
Date recorded: 01-04-23

Address: 400 & 320 W. Clark 
Ave., Effingham
Price: $700,000
Seller: Candy A. Tabor
Buyer: JM Tegeker Holdings, 
LLC
Acres: 3
Date recorded: 09-01-23

Address: 14940 N. 16th  Ave., 
Effingham
Price: $700,000
Seller: Raymond L. & Crystal J. 
Heinrich
Buyer: Ralph Hegel & Charlene 
Hegel Revocable Trust
Acres: 1 
Date recorded: 10-23-23

Address: E. 700th Ave., 
Altamont (Number not listed)
Price: $696,410
Seller: Stephen W. Alwerdt
Buyer: Larry J. Spilker
Acres: 67
Date recorded:  05-25-23

Address: 18802 N. US Hwy. 
45, Effingham
Price: $690,000
Seller: Mark R. Croxell & Leslie 
A. Croxell
Buyer: Stillwater Mulch, Inc.
Acres: 8
Date recorded: 01-09-23

Address: N. 600th St., 
Edgewood (Number not 
listed)
Price: $653,250
Seller: Valerie D. Kuhns, et al
Buyer: HTK Farms, LLC
Acres: 65
Date recorded: 09-25-23

Address: 11174 E. 
Lincolnshire Lane, Effingham
Price: $650,500
Seller: Christopher S. Tingley
Buyer: Katherine Anderson
Acres: 0.5

Date recorded: 11-14-23

Address: 1208 N. Wenthe 
Drive, Effingham
Price: $650,000
Seller: Crossroads Bank
Buyer: IAG Investments LLC – 
Effingham
Acres: 7.7
Date recorded: 09-19-23

Address: Off Stevens Ave. 
(Number not listed)
Price: $645,000
Seller: Agracel, Inc.
Buyer: IAG Investments LLC – 
Effingham
Acres: 8.6
Date recorded: 08-01-23

Address: 15460 N. East 
Road, Effingham
Price: $630,000
Seller: Daniel Harrington
Buyer: Harlan K. & Martha M. 
Fabert
Acres: 1.5
Date recorded: 07-18-23

Address: 9061 E. Wren Drive, 
Effingham
Price: $629,000
Seller: Spraul Family Trust
Buyer: MFT Properties, LLC
Acres: 1.25
Date recorded: 09-01-23

Address: N. 1030th St., 
Mason (Number not listed)
Price: $573,101
Seller: Cecil H. Bartels, Jr.
Buyer: Shane Frederking, ET UX.
Acres: 154
Date recorded: 04-03-23

Address: N. 300th St., Mason 
(Number not listed)
Price: $550,000
Seller: Glenn E., Jr. & Shirley 
A. Ernst
Buyer: Blake Forrest Roberts, 
ET AL
Acres: 72
Date recorded: 04-03-23

Address: 11258 E. 
Lincolnshire Lane, Effingham
Price: $550,000
Seller: Donald T. & Aleta 
Bushue
Buyer: Kevin & Allison 
McDonald
Acres: 1.6
Date recorded: 06-30-23
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Address: 13140 Augusta 
National Drive, Effingham
Price: $535,000
Seller: MJC Associates, LLC
Buyer: Alex Turner & Sadie 
Turner
Acres: 0.5
Date recorded: 11-14-23

Address: N. 1900th Ave., 
Teutopolis (Number not 
listed)
Price: $534,000
Seller: James Pruemer, 
Independent Executor
Buyer: Neil A. Goeckner, ET UX.
Acres: 40
Date recorded: 04-14-23

Address: 613 Bent Tree 
Drive, Effingham
Price: $520,000
Seller: Michael R. & Christina 
Tangman
Buyer: Caleb & Kelsey Mette
Acres: 0.5
Date recorded: 02-01-23

Address: 15122 Lorton Road, 
Effingham
Price: $510,000
Seller: Jeffrey S. Mumma
Buyer: Scott Bechtel Trust & 
Lisa Bechtel Trust
Acres: Not listed

Date recorded: 02-23-23

Address: W. Green Ave., 
Effingham (Number not 
listed)
Price: $502,986
Seller: Carolyn L. Lambert, 
ET AL
Buyer: Habe 2, LLC
Acres: 57
Date recorded: 04-21-23

Address: E. 1250th Ave., 
Teutopolis (Number not 
listed)
Price: $501,506
Seller: David J. Zerrusen, ET UX.
Buyer: Darren J. Zerrusen, ET UX.
Acres: 39.5
Date recorded: 01-26-23

ALTAMONT PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 68 property 
transfers in Altamont 
in 2023, which totaled 
$14,642,397. Although 
acreage is not listed for 
every transfer, the acreage 
listed came to 219.28.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Altamont in 2023, 
which totaled $7,706,673.

Address: E. Cumberland 
Road (Number not listed)
Price: $4,117,263
Seller: Opilka Realty, LLC
Buyer: Sarah Bush Lincoln 
Health System
Acres: 1
Date recorded: 04-04-23

Address: N. 600th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $790,000
Seller: William H. Hulbert
Buyer: Joshua S. Bobbitt
Acres: 79 
Date recorded: 07-27-23

Address: E. 700th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $696,410
Seller: Stephen W. Alwerdt
Buyer: Larry J. Spilker
Acres: 67 
Date recorded: 05-25-23

Address: 6520 E. 950th Ave.
Price: $400,000
Seller: David M. Wolff
Buyer: Aaron J. Bartimus
Acres: 12.5 
Date recorded: 12-22-23

Address: Fox Run Drive 
(Number not listed)
Price: $349,000

Seller: Terry D. White
Buyer: RMP Enterprises, LLC
Acres: 3
Date recorded: 04-10-23

Address: 10251 N. 450th St.
Price: $300,000
Seller: Charles A. Siebert
Buyer: Wyatt W. Steffen & 
Rachel B. West
Acres: 1
Date recorded: 11-09-23

Address: 105 Ash St.
Price: $269,000
Seller: Roy A. Clarkson
Buyer: Brock T. Ledbetter & 
Molly S. Ledbetter
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 07-05-23

Address: 111 & 115 N. Main 
St.
Price: $265,000
Seller: Bernice L. 
Grobengieser, ET VIR.
Buyer: Roger M. Beccue, ET UX.
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 04-03-23

Address: 8386 N. Cardinal 
Lane.
Price: $260,000
Seller: Mark A. Pemberton & 
Kay Pemberton
Buyer: Thomas John Aldrich & 
Jennifer Mary Aldrich
Acres: 0.03
Date recorded: 10-10-23

Address: 23 N. Main St.
Price: $260,000
Seller: S&W Supermarket, Inc.
Buyer: IP Traders, Inc.
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 12-07-23

BEECHER CITY 
PROPERTY TRANSFERS

There were 14 property 
transfers in Beecher City 
in 2023, which totaled 
$1,053,500. Although 
acreage is not listed for 
every transfer, the acreage 
listed came to 23.95.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Beecher City 
in 2023, which totaled 
$1,003,000

Address: 407 S. Charles St.
Price: $172,000
Seller: Jeffrey & Georgia 
Evans
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Buyer: William & Patricia R. 
Prichard
Acres: 1 
Date recorded: 10-19-23

Address: 206 W. Henry Ave.
Price: $155,000
Seller: The Clark Family Trust
Buyer: Don & Carolyn Clark 
Joint Tenancy Trust dated 
September 20, 2023
Acres: 0.5
Date recorded: 10-23-23

Address: 500 E. Poplar St.
Price: $135,000
Seller: Rebecca Laffoon
Buyer: Craig & April Johnson
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 09-06-23

Address: 509 W. Poplar St.
Price: $112,500
Seller: Nicholas R. Wheeler & 
Kayla L. Wheeler
Buyer: Damion W. Shumard & 
Bridget L. Wilson
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 06-05-23

Address: 400 E. Vine St.
Price: $95,000
Seller: Jason D. Flowers
Buyer: Kelsy M. Flowers
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 10-27-23

Address: Address not listed 
(farmland)
Price: $92,000
Seller: Compass West, Inc.
Buyer: Charles & Breana 
Johnson
Acres: 20 
Date recorded: 07-14-23

Address: 502 E. Sheridan St.
Price: $87,000
Seller: Lois M. Henry, Trustee
Buyer: Austin W. Rexroad
Acres: 0.75
Date recorded: 12-22-23

Address: 200 S. Charles St.
Price: $72,000
Seller: Jacob G. Mansker
Buyer: Cody & Makenzee Doty
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 04-28-23

Address: 103 S. George St.
Price: $42,500
Seller: Nancy Warner
Buyer: Tri-County Fire 
Protection District
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 09-13-23

Address: 502 E. Poplar St.
Price: $40,000
Seller: Caleb Burrus & Staci 
Burrus
Buyer: Christina Cripe
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 09-08-23

DIETERICH PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 46 property 
transfers in Dieterich 
in 2023, which totaled 
$8,789,166. Although 
acreage is not listed for 

every transfer, the acreage 
listed came to 337.75.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Dieterich in 2023, 
which totaled $4,546,000.

Address: 103 Norb Ave.
Price: $1,270,000
Seller: Rodney & Diana Fish
Buyer: EPCT Real Estate, LLC
Acres: 2 
Date recorded: 04-20-23

Address: E. 200th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $456,000
Seller: Ricky L. Elmore
Buyer: Gregory A. Elmore & 
Elizabeth A. Elmore

Acres: 38
Date recorded: 10-27-23

Address: N. 2200th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $400,000
Seller: Amy Jo Frederking
Buyer: James B. Westendorf & 
Nancy L. Westendorf
Acres: 27
Date recorded: 03-21-23

Address: N. 2200th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $400,000
Seller: James B. Westendorf & 
Nancy L. Westendorf
Buyer: Ted M. Westendorf & 
Kate M. Westendorf
Acres: 26.6
Date recorded: 06-14-23

Address: 201 Liberty Drive
Price: $365,000
Seller: Accent Design 
Concepts, LLC
Buyer: Tami A. Michl
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 08-23-23

Address: Lucas Township 
(Address not listed)
Price: $360,000
Seller: Estate of Phyllis Joy 
Phillips
Buyer: Cody & Leslie Gerth
Acres: 40 
Date recorded: 02-24-23
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Address: 404 N. Pointe Drive
Price: $340,000
Seller: David A. Mahaffey
Buyer: Joshua R. Campbell
Acres: 0.4 
Date recorded: 12-12-23

Address: 208 Willow Ave.
Price: $325,000
Seller: Michele K. Hartke
Buyer: Joshua D. H. & Kaitlin 
Jo Stremme
Acres: 0.5
Date recorded: 10-24-23

Address: 311 Veterans Drive
Price: $315,000
Seller: Alec & Kayla Westrich
Buyer: Damon Hoene & 
Shannon Daugherty
Acres: 0.5
Date recorded: 01-26-23

Address: 401 N. Pointe Drive
Price: $315,000
Seller: Dalton S. & Shelby L. 
Hinterscher
Buyer: Alex Hardiek
Acres: 0.5
Date recorded: 05-08-23

EDGEWOOD PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 14 property 
transfers in Edgewood 
in 2023, which totaled 
$1,404,516. Although 
acreage is not listed for 
every transfer, the acreage 
listed came to 241.2.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Edgewood 
in 2023, which totaled 
$1,393,984.

Address: N. 600th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $653,250
Seller: Valerie D. Kuhns, et al
Buyer: HTK Farms, LLC
Acres: 65 
Date recorded: 09-25-23

Address: SW 1002/123 E. 
1st St.
Price: $210,000
Seller: Kathryn A. Ernst
Buyer: Stanton W. Stine
Acres: 40 
Date recorded: 11-29-23

Address: 601 Broad St.
Price: $157,000
Seller: Matthew W. & Hannah 
M. Page
Buyer: Levi West
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 07-19-23

Address: 503 Hickory St.
Price: $140,000
Seller: Larry D. Kuhns
Buyer: Matthew P. Kuhns
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 09-22-23

Address: 6861 E. 100th Ave.
Price: $110,000
Seller: Damon & Vicky 
Simmons
Buyer: Ronnie L. Merritt, Jr
Acres: 12 
Date recorded: 12-04-23

Address: 307 Poplar St. & 
308 Locust St.
Price: $65,000
Seller: David & Tammy Burkett
Buyer: REJE, LLC
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 08-21-23

Address: 404 Broad St.
Price: $37,500
Seller: Richard Backstrom, Sr.
Buyer: Raiviery & Claudia C. 
Castillo
Acres: 0.7 
Date recorded: 11-02-23

Address: 1236 Walnut St.
Price: $8,100
Seller: Jamie Parks
Buyer: John Dean Limes, 
Pansy Faith Limes & Stephen 
H. Limes
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 08-30-23

Address: Not listed
Price: $8,000
Seller: Henry F. Bennett Estate
Buyer: Damon B. Simmons & 
Vicky S. Simmons
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 05-01-23

Address: Indiana St. & N. 
300th (Number not listed)
Price: $5,134
Seller: Gregory Dallas
Buyer: Edward G. Schatz



F E AT U R E

PROGRESS   |   2024     109     

Acres: 120
Date recorded: 01-04-23

MASON PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 35 property 
transfers in Mason in 2023, 
which totaled $7,121,306. 
Although acreage is not 
listed for every transfer, 
the acreage listed came to 
766.4.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Mason in 2023, 
which totaled $5,506,301.

Address: E. 125th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $1,046,000
Seller: Deborah D. Nelson 
Trustee
Buyer: Travis L. Worman Co 
Trustee
Acres: 80
Date recorded: 12-04-23

Address: E. 300th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $852,000
Seller: Beck’s Superior 
Hybrids, Inc.
Buyer: Haarmann Family Trust 
#1
Acres: 70.5
Date recorded: 01-24-23

Address: RR 500N. (Number 
not listed)
Price: $840,000
Seller: Sonia K. Hyde, Trustee
Buyer: Logan A. Hill
Acres: 60
Date recorded: 04-18-23

Address: N. 1030th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $573,101
Seller: Cecil H. Bartels, Jr.
Buyer: Shane Frederking, ET 
UX.
Acres: 154 
Date recorded: 04-03-23

Address: N. 300th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $550,000

Seller: Glenn E., Jr. & Shirley 
A. Ernst
Buyer: Blake Forrest Roberts, 
ET AL
Acres: 72
Date recorded: 04-03-23

Address: 2351 N. State Hwy. 
37 & E. 250th Ave.
Price: $460,000
Seller: Jacob P. & Andrea M. 
Wright
Buyer: Becky Stallings & Cheri 
Dawn Joas
Acres: 42 
Date recorded: 06-30-23

Address: 3860 N. 400th Road
Price: $325,000
Seller: Joshua & Jamie Fergus
Buyer: Allison A. & Christopher 
M. Cogar
Acres: 4 
Date recorded: 04-03-23

Address: 2705 N. 1275th St.
Price: $312,000
Seller: Brian G. Anderson
Buyer: Joshua Fergus
Acres: 4.5
Date recorded: 04-05-23

Address: 1866 N. 1150th St.
Price: $282,000
Seller: You & Me 2022, LLC
Buyer: Lloyd Robert Geralds & 
Kendra Jo Geralds
Acres: 3
Date recorded: 09-05-23

Address: N. 400th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $266,200
Seller: Lauren M. Kabbes
Buyer: Carol L. Clarkson 
Revocable Trust
Acres: 80
Date recorded: 11-13-23

MONTROSE PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 14 property 
transfers in Montrose 
in 2023, which totaled 
$2,412,346. Although 
acreage is not listed for 
every transfer, the acreage 
listed came to 182.5.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Montrose in 2023, 
which totaled $2,391,596.
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Address: N. 2400th Street 
(Number not listed)
Price: $835,539
Seller: Marcia K. Cox/Roger L. 
Krabbe/Stanley L. Krabbe & 
Marcia L. Krabbe, as Trustee
Buyer: Alan A. Goebel & 
Margaret A. Goebel
Acres: 52.5
Date recorded: 03-31-23

Address: 407 S. Spring 
Creek Road
Price: $350,000
Seller: Neal R. & Sarah J. 
Mellendorf
Buyer: Brock R. & Toni M. 
Mellendorf
Acres: 5
Date recorded: 06-02-23

Address: E. 1600th Ave. 
(Number not listed)
Price: $300,000
Seller: Debra Wendt
Buyer: Brian Wendt
Acres: 50
Date recorded: 12-14-23

Address: E. 1600th Ave. 
(Number not listed)
Price: $300,000
Seller: Brian Wendt
Buyer: Debra Wendt
Acres: 50
Date recorded: 12-14-23

Address: E. National Road 
(Number not listed)
Price: $272,909
Seller: Marcia K. Cox/Roger L. 
Krabbe/Stanley L. Krabbe & 
Marcia L. Krabbe, as Trustee
Buyer: Richard V. Boerngen & 
Carol S. Boerngen
Acres: 20 
Date recorded: 03-31-23

Address: 16296 N. 2300th
Price: $129,000
Seller: Levi O. Swingler
Buyer: Nicholas Overbeck; 
Mickala Klay
Acres: 1
Date recorded: 05-22-23

Address: 313 S. Maple St.
Price: $82,160
Seller: Craig Toler
Buyer: Trevor Joseph Gordon
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 09-08-23

Address: 202 E. Oak Ave.
Price: $50,000
Seller: Premier Construction 
Management Group, LLC
Buyer: Accent Design 
Concepts, LLC
Acres: 0.5 
Date recorded: 03-31-23

Address: Frontage Road 
(Number not listed)
Price: $48,988
Seller: Marcia K. Cox/Roger L. 
Krabbe/Stanley L. Krabbe & 
Marcia L. Krabbe, as Trustee
Buyer: Benjamin W. Goebel & 
Angela M. Goebel
Acres: 3.5
Date recorded: 03-31-23

Address: 116 W. Mead Ave.
Price: $23,000
Seller: Kesney Estrada
Buyer: Timothy Avery
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 12-08-23

SHUMWAY PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 14 property 
transfers in Shumway 
in 2023, which totaled 
$2,247,302. Although 
acreage is not listed for 
every transfer, the acreage 
listed came to 82.25.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Shumway in 2023, 
which totaled $2,131,802.

Address: 5265 E. 1800th Ave.
Price: $340,000
Seller: Sandy C. Cornett & 
Cynthia Cornett
Buyer: Michael Gasper & 
Patricia Gasper
Acres: 2.5
Date recorded: 03-31-23

Address: E. 1800th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $329,702
Seller: Jason Kyle, Trustee, 
Ronald/Sally Kyle Trust
Buyer: Troy W. Kyle
Acres: 33
Date recorded: 06-27-23

Address: 1855 N. 600th St.
Price: $315,000
Seller: Julie Stuckemeyer, 
Thomas & Sandra Laue
Buyer: Zac R. & Kassandra L. 
Stuckemeyer
Acres: 5
Date recorded: 04-20-23

Address: E 1800th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $300,900
Seller: Ronald W. Kyle & Sally 
L. Kyle Trust
Buyer: Roy D. Wendte
Acres: 20
Date recorded: 04-06-23

Address: 16532 N. 700th St.
Price: $195,000
Seller: Douglas R. Hankins
Buyer: Nathan & Ashley Delks
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 10-23-23

Address: 9160 E. 1900th Ave.
Price: $180,000
Seller: Ronald E. Kelly, Ryman 
E. Kelly & Dee Newton a/k/a 
Darthamae Newton
Buyer: Randall Kelly & 
Elizabeth Kelly
Acres: 3
Date recorded: 02-17-23

Address: 9195 E. State Hwy. 
33
Price: $160,000
Seller: Joseph P. Gasper
Buyer: Shay Orsborn
Acres: 0.75
Date recorded: 06-07-23

Address: 5837 E. 1800 Ave.
Price: $140,000
Seller: Ronald W. Kyle & Sally 
L. Kyle Trust
Buyer: Jeremy W. Kyle
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 03-06-23

Address: 8874 N. State Hwy, 
33
Price: $113,000
Seller: Donald L. Himes
Buyer: Isaac Bouyd Mathis
Acres: 1
Date recorded: 11-30-23

Address: 3887 E. State Hwy 
33
Price: $58,200
Seller: Norma L. Tipsword 
Estate
Buyer: Mark Workman
Acres: 3
Date recorded: 11-22-23
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TEUTOPOLIS PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 64 property 
transfers in Teutopolis 
in 2023, which totaled 
$11,462,173. Although 
acreage is not listed for 
every transfer, the acreage 
listed came to 308.15.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Teutopolis 
in 2023, which totaled 
$4,398,522.

Address: 216 W. Main St.
Price: $785,016
Seller: Esker Family Trust A
Buyer: EBJ Land Trust #95-
146
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 05-05-23

Address: N. 1900th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $534,000
Seller: James Pruemer, 
Independent Executor
Buyer: Neil A. Goeckner, ET 
UX.
Acres: 40
Date recorded: 04-14-23

Address: E. 1250th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $501,506
Seller: David J. Zerrusen, ET 
UX.
Buyer: Darren J. Zerrusen, ET 
UX.
Acres: 39.5 
Date recorded: 01-26-23

Address: 400 N. John St.
Price: $487,500
Seller: John H. & Janice A. 
Wessel
Buyer: Lee & Sara 
Buehnerkemper
Acres: 1
Date recorded: 12-04-23

Address: E. 1100th Avenue 
(Number not listed)
Price: $400,000
Seller: Estate of Francis A. 
Koeberlein
Buyer: Jeffrey Allen & Cynthia 
Kay Hardiek
Acres: 40
Date recorded: 01-03-23

Address: Not listed
Price: $385,600
Seller: Shane D. Frederking & 

Amy Frederking
Buyer: G&H Partners, LLC, an 
Illinois Limited Liability Co.
Acres: 20.5 
Date recorded: 03-30-23

Address: 604 S. John St.
Price: $359,900
Seller: Adam L. Buening & 
Rachael A. Buening
Buyer: Brian J. Ruholl & Jill 
Ruholl
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 08-15-23

Address: 105 E. Main St.
Price: $350,000
Seller: Rick Hemmen & Stacey 
Hemmen
Buyer: BNS LLC
Acres: 0.3 
Date recorded: 10-11-23

Address: 801 S. John St.
Price: $300,000
Seller: P.E.L. Land Trust
Buyer: Tyler M. Platz
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 02-09-23

Address: 15930 E. 1420th 
Ave.
Price: $295,000
Seller: Joseph C. & Donna M. 
Wagner
Buyer: Tony R. & Marcia 
Orndorff
Acres: 2
Date recorded: 12-18-23

WATSON PROPERTY 
TRANSFERS

There were 19 property 
transfers in Watson in 2023, 
which totaled $2,093,600. 
Although acreage is not 
listed for every transfer, the 
acreage listed came to 87.4.
Here are the top 10 property 
transfers in Watson in 2023, 
which totaled $1,723,600.

Address: 15132 E. 500th Ave.
Price: $425,000
Seller: Jon E. & Monica M. 
Fopay
Buyer: Kyle & Ashley Clough
Acres: 8 
Date recorded: 12-05-23

Address: 10480 E. 800th Ave.
Price: $311,000
Seller: Isaac B. & Sara E. 
Mathis
Buyer: Kevin F. Williams, Jr.

Acres: 6.3 
Date recorded: 12-05-23

Address: 15014 E. 650th Ave.
Price: $172,500
Seller: Stephanie D. & 
Benjamin Foster
Buyer: Turner Kronewitter
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 11-08-23

Address: 13593 E. 500th Ave.
Price: $139,380
Seller: Estate of Elsie H. 
James
Buyer: Dexter H. Hille
Acres: 16.5 
Date recorded: 12-28-23

Address: E. 650th Ave. 
(Number not listed)
Price: $130,720
Seller: Todd M. Hewing & 
Michael A. Hewing
Buyer: Sonya Deibel & 
Anthony R. Althoff
Acres: 12 
Date recorded: 08-03-23

Address: 103 Chaparral St.
Price: $115,000
Seller: Timothy N. Thomson & 
Judy M. McWhorter
Buyer: Zachari Case
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 08-08-23

Address: 301 E. Vine St.
Price: $112,000
Seller: Eric J. Loy
Buyer: Joshua L. Anderson
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 01-31-23

Address: 103 Casa Grande 
Dr.
Price: $111,000
Seller: Joey N. & Brittany 
Meyer
Buyer: Rachel Catherine 
Habbe
Acres: Not listed
Date recorded: 02-27-23

Address: 204 S. Jackson St.
Price: $107,000
Seller: Tyler R. Schwabe
Buyer: Joshua L. Kollman & 
Lisa M. Thompson
Acres: Not listed 
Date recorded: 06-20-23

Address: 15630 E. 700th Ave.
Price: $100,000
Seller: Michele Denise 
Anderson
Buyer: Lynette Lee Adamson
Acres: 40
Date recorded: 03-02-23
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