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We want our community to be protected. Getting your 
vaccinations is the best way to protect yourself and those you 
love. Not sure about your vaccination history and status? Talk 
to your provider about which vaccines are recommended to 
protect you and your loved ones. 

Vaccines recommended:
• Flu - all ages
• Pneumonia - 65+ years old
• Shingles - 50+ years old
• Tetanus, diptheria, 

pertussis (every 10 years)
• HPV (11-26 years old)

For a full list of vaccines 
recommended by age, visit 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines.

Schedule your family’s 
vaccinations today!

Springfield Clinic Effingham
300 North Maple Street | Effingham, IL
217.342.4151



TOP LAWYERS
EFFINGHAM AREA
BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS

These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.

Q. Anthony Siemer Attorney at Law Effingham 217.342.9291
Closely & Privately Held Business; Land Use, Zoning & Condemnation; Real Estate: Commercial; Real Estate: Residential; Trust, Will & Estate Planning

John L. Barger Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Agriculture; Gov/Muni/Lobby/Admin; Real Estate: Commercial; Real Estate: Residential; Trust, Will & Estate Planning

Robert G. Grierson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Agriculture; Banking & Financial Institutions; Closely & Privately Held Business; Real Estate: Residential; Trust, Will & Estate Planning

R. Sean Hocking Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Personal Injury Defense: General; Products Liability Defense

J. Patrick Lee Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Criminal Defense: DUI; Criminal Defense: Felonies & Misdemeanors; Family; Personal Injury Defense: General

John F. Watson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481
Ins/Ins Coverage/Reinsurance; Medical Malpractice Defense; Personal Injury Defense: General

Elizabeth Eberspacher Nohren Dove & Dove Shelbyville 217.774.2137
Adoption & Reproductive Technology; Closely & Privately Held Business; Family; ADR: Family

David W. Sutterfield Sutterfield Law Offices PC Effingham 217.342.3100
Nursing Home Negligence; Personal Injury: General; Social Security Disability

A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer. The distinction was earned by being among those lawyers most often 
recommended by their peers. For a full description of our research process, a complete list of all Leading or Emerging Lawyers, and to view profiles 
of the lawyers listed on this page, go to 

www.LeadingLawyers.com

A Division of Law Bulletin Media – est. 1854

This EMERGING LAWYER has been identified by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois who are age 40 or 
younger OR who have been admitted to the practice of law for 10 or fewer years.

Kaylee I. Boehm Dove & Dove Shelbyville 217.774.2137
Family
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www.barlow-security.com

People’s Choice Best Locksmith 
 & Best Security/Alarm Dealer

“Locally Owned & Operated For Over 50 Years”



JUNE 2022  • DISCOVER | 5

PAGE

22

ON THE COVER: Sunrise Rotary Club 
President Cristina Ciorna, left, and 
Court Project Manager and Rotarian 
Gary Rogers, right, try out the Bocce 
Ball court they helped construct at 
Lake Sara across from the Pearson 
Building at Lake Sara Beach Park. 
Charles Mills photo

Bocce ball court at Lake Sara
By Charles Mills
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Community Information
POSTAL DELIVERY

The Effingham Post Office 
provides city, rural and post 
office box mail delivery. The 
office is located at 210 North 
Third St. Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
and 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on Saturdays. The lobby is 
open 24 hours and 7 days a 
week. For further information, 
call 217-342-6016.

UTILITIES

Effingham Water and Sewer 
Department
201 East Jefferson
To set up service call 217-342-2366
M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm

GAS AND ELECTRIC

Ameren CIPS: 1-800-755-5000
Norris Electric Cooperative: 
618-783-8765

TELEPHONE

Consolidated 
Communications: 1-844-968-
7224

T.V., INTERNET AND PHONE

Mediacom Communications: 
855-633-4226
T.V., Internet and phone

INTERNET

American Fiber Network Inc:  
217-367-1578

Illinois Fiber Connect: 217-
925-4321

GARBAGE

Sanitation Service Inc.: 217-
342-3713
1713 S Willow St
P.O. Box 703 • Effingham

Doty Sanitation Services: 
618-487-5794
RR 2 • Beecher City

Countryside Disposal: 217-
821-1207
2329 E. 3250 Ave. Beecher 
City, IL 62414
Dumpster only service—
Service surrounding 
Effingham County

TRANSPORTATION

Amtrak: 1-800-872-7245
401 W National Ave • 
Effingham

Effingham County Memorial 
Airport: 217-536-5312
14449 E 1100th Ave • Effingham

Greyhound Bus Stop: 217-342-4075
2500 N 3rd St • Effingham
Inside Pilot Gas Station/
McDonald’s

Bales Unlimited: 217-868-
9998 or 1-800-225-3708
9845 E 1900th Ave • 
Shumway, IL
bales08.com

Livin’ It Up Transportation: 
217-821-9083
10512 N. 450th St. • 
Altamont, IL

Effingham Taxi: 217-342-3119
506 South St • Effingham, IL
effinghamtaxi.com

Effingham County Public 
Transportation: 1-855-755-2478

LICENSES

Automobiles: Secretary of 
State’s Office • 444 S Willow 
St, Effingham • 217-347-7728
Marriage: Effingham County 
Clerk’s Office • 2nd floor
Effingham County Office 
Building • 101 N Fourth St, 
Effingham • 217-342-6535

LIBRARY

Effingham Public Library: 
217-342-2464
200 N Third St, Effingham
effinghamlibrary.org

SCOUTING

The Boy Scouts of America:  
217-429-2326
stlbsa.org
The Girl Scouts of Southern 
IL: 618-692-0692 or 1-800-345-
6858.
GsofSI.org

TOP QUALITY WORK AT 
A COMPETITIVE PRICE 

• Free Termite Inspections
• New Construction Pretreat
• Established in Effingham Over 25 Years
• All Work Guaranteed
• Termites (Extended Guarantee)

217-342-4313
Toll Free 866-342-4313

• Roaches
• Ants
• Spiders
• Fleas
• Rodents

FREE
ESTIMATES

Locally Owned
& Operated

708 West Jefferson Ave.,
Effingham, IL 62401
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Human Services
EFFINGHAM COUNTY FISH HUMAN SERVICES

708 S. Linden St. • 217-342-2200
Follow us on Facebook.
FISH is a charitable, not for profit organization, consisting of an 
interfaith all-volunteer group of area residents, which is commit-
ted to elevating the quality of life for those among us in need 
in Effingham County. FISH derives its name from the early secret 
symbol for Christianity, and was started locally on June 1, 1970.

THE EFFINGHAM COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

901 W Virginia Ave • 217-342-9237
effcohealth.org
Effingham County Health Department provides home health 
services, maternal and child health services, clinical services 
and environmental and community health programs.

HEARTLAND HUMAN SERVICES

1200 N Fourth St • 217-347-7179
heartlandhs.org
Heartland Human Services is the result of the efforts of a 
caring and concerned community. In the 1960’s , communi-
ty leaders realized counseling services for mental illness and 
addictions treatment were lacking in rural areas. The State 
of Illinois made a commitment to help communities improve 
their quality of life by establishing a tax levy for the support of 
mental health and addictions treatment. Effingham County 
leaders and voters were far-sighted enough to pass such a 
levy tax by referendum in 1969, thus providing funding for 
community-based behavioral healthcare services. In 1970, a 
non-profit corporation was established under the directorship 
of a local board of directors to oversee the development of a 
full continuum of behavioral healthcare services. They named 
this new entity the Effingham County Mental Health Center. 
Over the years, Heartland Human Services has changed 
names and grown from it’s simple beginnings to provide a 
wide array of behavioral healthcare services. Today, local 
county funding comprises less than 5% of Heartland Human 
Services total funding. The agency contracts with the State of 
Illinois, business corporations, third party insurers and private in-
dividuals as a means of underwriting the costs of services. The 
organization provides mental health, addiction treatment, 
family counseling and older adult programs.

CASA OF EFFINGHAM COUNTY

1901 S. 4th St., Lincolnland Building • 217-342-2266

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SYSTEMS

618 W Main St., Teutopolis • 217-705-4300 • csscares.org
Community Support Systems is committed to enhancing 
opportunities to live, learn, work, and play! The organization 
provides employment programs, residential services, 
children services, early intervention services and family 
support. Find Community Support Systems on Facebook. 

THE EFFINGHAM CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

1101 Holly Dr, PO Box 1556 • 217-342-3062

CEFS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY CORPORATION

1805 S Banker St • 217-342-2193
CEFS Economic Opportunity Corporation is a not-for-profit 
community action agency providing comprehensive 
human service programs for people in the service delivery 

area, with the agency mission to provide opportunities for 
people through education and support to achieve and 
maintain self-sufficiency. The website is cefseoc.org.

ONE HOPE UNITED

Lincolnland Building • 1901 S. 4th St. #213 • 217-347-5880
onehopeunited.org
One Hope United is a private human service organization 
that has been investing in children and families for over 
120 years, offering a diverse array of early childhood 
education, prevention, intervention and community-
based programs. Our team of more than 700 talented 
professionals serves over 9,000 children and families each 
year in Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, and Florida.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

1502 E Fayette Ave, Teutopolis • 217-857-1458 • cc.dio.org
Catholic Charities is proud of its 90-plus year history of provid-
ing vital social services in our Diocese. Today, we maintain a 
substantial presence in ten communities throughout the twen-
ty-eight counties of central Illinois. Area Offices operate in the 
communities of Alton, Carlinville, Decatur, Effingham, Granite 
City, Mattoon, Quincy, and Springfield

EFFINGHAM SENIOR CENTER

209 S. Merchant St. • 217-347-5569
eccoa.info
The Mission of this agency is: To elevate the quality of life 
for the county’s older population by providing a single and 
familiar focal point for the delivery of services to the elderly, 
by offering these services directly or via linkage to the network 
of available assistance; to support older persons in their efforts 
to live independently in their own homes as an alternative to 
premature or inappropriate institutionalization and to serve as 
advocates for the aging population and its interest.

CRISIS NURSERY OF EFFINGHAM COUNTY

924 N. Merchant St.  • 217-342-3000
crisisnurseryofeffinghamcounty.com
We define a crisis as anything that puts a child or family 
at risk.  Reasons why families/caregivers might reach out 
to the Nursery for support could include: parental stress, 
homelessness, medical crisis, foster placement, court 
involvement, job related crisis or domestic violence.

FAMILY LIFE CENTER

605 Eden Ave., Effingham • 217-342-5433 or 800-600-2966  
familylifepcc.com
The Family Life Center, a Christian not-for-profit ministry, 
provides practical assistance, education, and support 
to empower and equip women, men and families 
experiencing pregnancy, parenting and related issues to 
live healthy, productive lives.
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Nursing Homes & Senior 
Assistance Centers

Effingham Rehabilitation & Health Care Center is a 62-bed 
skilled center, certified for Medicaid and Medicare. ERHCC 
is located in a residential subdivision. It provides all ranges 
of services, from respite care to intensified subacute nursing 
care. ERHCC provides comprehensive therapy services 
that include: physical, occupational and speech therapies. 
ERHCC provides adult day care services seven days a 
week that has been approved by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health. ERHCC has a personal kitchen for the 
residents to use in regaining their independence. It offers 
private and semi-private rooms and encourages residents 
to bring whatever furnishings they want for a more home-
like atmosphere. Social services offer support for assisting 
residents and families with financial difficulties, and answers 
Medicare, Medicaid and private insurance questions. It is 
located at 1610 N Lakewood Dr. For more information, call 
217-347-7781.

Brookstone Estates provides full-size apartments, 
three meals daily in a common dining area, weekly 
housekeeping, and laundry service, emergency call 
service, cable TV and all utilities, 24-hour staff, medication 
reminders, individual thermostats, and free local 
transportation. Brookstone Estates is located at 1101 N 
Maple St. Further information can be obtained by calling 
217-347-5871.

Lakeland Rehabilitation & Health Care Center is situated 
one block north of St. Anthony’s Memorial Hospital. The 
center is a 141-bed licensed facility. Services include a 
secured Alzheimer’s unit, an intense therapy department 
that offers physical, occupational, and speech therapies, 
respite stay and private/semi-private rehab to home suites. 
Lakeland Rehabilitation & Health Care Center is located at 
800 W Temple Ave. For more information, call 217-342-2171.

Lavender Ridge Dignified Memory Care is a memory care 
facility. It offers 28 private rooms, each with their own 
bathroom, mini-refrigerator, and sink. There are also three 
meals a day provided. Lavender Ridge uniquely features 
private suites along with all of the amenities and services 
to create meaningful days in a warm, friendly and secure 

residence. Our Complete Care approach means that 
all services and amenities are included in one flat rate 
no matter what level of care your loved one requires 
throughout their stay with us. Lavender Ridge is located at 
1103 N Maple. For more information, call 217-342-4150.

Evergreen Nursing & Rehabilitation is a 120-bed 
skilled facility, providing Medicare, Medicaid, private 
insurance, veterans, respite and hospice care and 
restorative medicine. Therapy and Wellness Center, 
providing PT, OT, ST, Restorative and Wellness six days a 
week. Evergreen’s Social Service Department provides 
psychosocial programming, comprehensive social service, 
and discharge planning services. Evergreen’s Activity 
Department plays a vital role in keeping residents active, 
both in the facility and community. Volunteers assist in 
providing enhanced quality of life for the residents. A 
wide variety of religious services are provided to meet the 
spiritual needs of the residents. Private and semi-private 
accommodations are available, along with the private 
Medicare suites. Evergreen Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 
is located at 1115 N Wenthe. For more information, please 
call 217-347-7121.

Willowbrook of Effingham is a 36 unit/suite assisted living 
memory support residence designed for older adults who 
suffer from Alzheimer’s disease or other dementia related 
illnesses. The program is unique in that it is designed on a 
much smaller scale than most assisted living memory care 
programs. The floor plan is designed to allow for freedom of 
movement and accessibility for residents, while providing 
a secure, safe and monitored atmosphere. Each private 
one-room suite allows the resident to bring furnishings 
and belongings that will personalize their living quarters. 
Willowbrook is located at 100 Blohm Avenue in Effingham. 
Office hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday. 
Tours of the facility can also be scheduled to meet personal 
schedules. For more information, call 217-342-3233.

The Glenwood Assisted Living Community has apartments 
with French doors leading out to a private patio, large 
living and kitchen area, bedrooms with a walk-in closet 
and a large personal bath with a walk-in/roll-in shower. 
There are also many common areas within the facility for 
friends and family to gather, including a theatre room/
chapel, coffee bar, family room with fireplace, exercise 
room, and an on-site beauty and barber shop. Outside, 
there is plenty of green space with walking paths, gardens, 
and a gazebo. Events for residents include shopping trips, 
musical entertainment, movie nights with popcorn, ice 
cream socials, games,crafts and more. The nursing staff is 
licensed or certified and available on-site 24 hours a day/7 
days a week. The Glenwood is located at 14061 E 1600th 
Ave. in Effingham. For more information , call 217-347-8880 
or visit theglenwoodcommunities.com.

The Villas of Holly Brook is located at 904 W Evergreen 
in Effingham. Monthly rates includes three meals a 
day, expanded cable, internet service, all utilities paid 
except telephone, staff available 24 hours a day/7 days 
a week, medication reminders, assistance with bathing 
and dressing, weekly personal housekeeping, laundry 
and linen service, and an emergency personal response 
system. Amenities include a private dining room for 
entertaining, social and recreational programs, beauty 

Helping Our Clients 
Reach Their Clients 

For Over 50 Years
3012 S. Banker • Effingham, IL 62401 
800-743-5151 • kingeryprinting.com
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salon for male and female residents, spa room, individual 
heating and cooling units, theatre room, pool table, two 
beautiful seating areas with big screen TV’s and fireplace 
and a kitchen area for snacks and beverages. For more 
information, call 217-342-2345.

Lutheran Care Center in Altamont is a Continuum of Care 
Retirement Community (C.C.R.C.) dedicated to providing 
living options aimed at promoting good health. It is a 
community based on faith. As a CCRC, Lutheran Care 
Center provides a wide range of living options including 
skilled nursing, senior living apartments and independent, 
maintenance-free homes. Lutheran Care Center is able to 
accommodate each individual at their different stations 
in life. The campus also encompasses a child care facility. 
The children and residents have opportunities for shared, 
planned activities that are designed with focus on mutual 
physical, emotional, and social interests and needs. 
Lutheran Care Center is located at 702 W Cumberland 
Rd, Altamont, IL. For more information, call 618-483-6136. 
Lutheran Care Center welcomes persons of all faiths.

At Visiting Angels, we understand you want top quality 
senior home care services for your loved one. You are 
searching for a qualified, professional elder care provider 
who will treat your family member with compassion, 
respect and dignity. We can help you find the senior home 
care provider that meets all your needs. Our senior home 
care providers are professionals with the training and skills 
you have been searching for. We’ll help you find a senior 
home care provider who can care for all your loved one’s 
health and well-being needs. Visiting Angels is proud to 

serve our veterans. Visiting Angels is located at 120 E. 
Section Ave, For more information call 217-690-4564

SPS Home Care Service is currently providing medical 
reminders only.  SPS is located at 207 E. Santa Maria Ave., 
P.O. Box 276, Effingham IL.   For more information call (217) 
690-3240

Central Illinois Care Services is committed to providing 
high-quality, client-centered, and affordable home care 
services to our clients to assist them to lead dignified and 
independent lives in the comfort of their own homes. 
Client individual needs are carefully assessed, understood, 
and met through the selective assignment of qualified, 
trustworthy, and compassionate personnel.  Central Illinois 
Care Services is located at 1901 South 4th St., Suite 4.  For 
more information call 217-994-9016

Guardian Angel Adult Daycare is located at 16101 E. US Rt. 
40, Teutopolis.  For more information call 217-813-6027
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Medical Facilities, Providers 
& Specialists, Pharmacies

HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial 
Hospital
503 North Maple Street, 
Effingham
217-342-2121

HSHS St. Anthony’s Wound 
Healing Center
217-347-3565

Prairie Heart Institute at HSHS 
St. Anthony’s
217-347-1232
stanthonyshospital.org

HSHS St. Anthony’s 
Convenient Care
217-347-1690

HSHS St. Anthony’s Women’s 
Wellness
217-347-1601

HSHS St. Anthony’s Open 
MRI & Diagnostic Center
217-347-1600

HSHS St. Anthony’s 
Diagnostic & 
Health Centers
•	5 East Cumberland Rd., 

Altamont
217-540-2345

•	206 North Pearl, Teutopolis
217-857-6146

HSHS Medical Group 
Multispecialty Care - 
Effingham
900 W. Temple Ave., Suite 2500
Effingham
217-540-2350
•	Scott Urch, MD - 

Orthopedic Surgery
•	John Powell, MD - 

Orthopedic Surgery
•	Dean Page, MD, Plastic 

Surgery

Joslin Diabetes Center 
Affiliate at HSHS Medical 
Group
500 N Maple St., Suite 200
Effingham, IL 62401
(217) 787-8870

The Effingham Ambulatory 
Surgery Center
904 W. Temple, Effingham
217-342-1234
effinghamsurgerycenter.com

Springfield Clinic
springfieldclinic.com
•	300 N. Maple St., 

Effingham
217-342-4151

•	3 Do-It-Drive, Altamont
618-483-6131

Effingham Prompt Care
401 N. Mulberry St., 
Effingham
217-347-0768
effinghampromptcare.com

Effingham Express Care
1001 Avenue of Mid-
America

Suite 4, Effingham
217-994-9301
effinghamexpresscare.com

HSHS St. Anthony’s 
Convenient Care
900 W. Temple Ave., Bld. B
Effingham
217-347-1690
stanthonyshospital.org/
savemyspot

Family Care Associates
1106 N. Merchant St., 
Effingham
217-342-7000
familycareassociates.com

Carle 
401 N. Keller Dr., Suite 3
Effingham 
217-347-6400
carle.org

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 W. Evergreen Ave.,
Effingham
217-342-3400
orthopedics.sarahbush.org/
sbl-bonutti-clinic/

Effingham Urology 
Associates
414 W Virginia Ave.,  Effingham 
217-342-9738
effinghamurology.com

Effingham Obstetrics & 
Gynecology Associates
912 N. Henrietta St., Effingham
(217) 342-3337
effinghamobgyn.com

SBL Effingham Clinic
905 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-540-6122
Walk-In Clinic
217-540-6123
Effingham ENT Clinic
Audiology & Hearing 
Services
217-347-7077
sarahbush.org

Home Medical 
Equipment
903 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-347-7372

SBL Altamont Medical Center
8 N. Third St., Altamont 
618-483-6151

Dieterich Community 
Medical Clinic

Don’t let foot pain stop you from enjoying an active lifestyle. 
From routine checkups to complex problems we offer 
solutions to get you back on your feet again.

We Treat the Following Conditions:
• Achilles Tendon • Ankle Instability • Ankle Sprains • Arthritic Foot & Ankle Care 

• Athlete’s Foot • Bunions • Calluses • Corns • Crush Injuries • Diabetic Foot Problems 
• Flat Feet • Fungus Toenails • Hammertoes • Heel Pain • Heel Spurs • Ingrown Toenails 

• Injuries • Neuromas • Planter Fasciitis • Warts • Wounds

Specialized treatment 
with a caring, personal touch

Tell Foot Pain to 
Take a Hike.

• Achilles Tendon • Ankle Instability • Ankle Sprains • Arthritic Foot & Ankle Care

• Athlete’s Foot • Bunions • Calluses • Corns • Crush Injuries • Diabetic Foot Problems

• Flat Feet • Fungus Toenails • Hammertoes • Heel Pain • Heel Spurs • Ingrown Toenails
• Injuries • Neuromas • Planter Fasciitis • Warts • Wounds

Dr. James C. Graham
Board Certified Foot Specialist

900 W. Temple, Suite 202
Effingham Medical Center, Effingham, IL

217-342-2040

Specialized treatment
with a caring, personal touch

Tell Foot Pain to
Take a Hike.

Dr. James C. Graham
Board Certified Foot Specialist

Specialized treatment with a caring, personal touch
900 W. Temple, Suite 202 • Effingham Medical Center, Effingham, IL

217-342-2040
www.grahamfootankle.com

Don’t let foot pain stop you from 
enjoying an active lifestyle.

Doctor’s Orders And So Much More
Have your prescription filled by our qualified, caring pharmacists 
and fill your basket with other personal essentials, too.

Phone: (618)483-5614

ALTAMONT PHARMACY
12 N. Third, Altamont, Illinois
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203 S Main St,. Dieterich
217-925-5730

Runde Clinic
206 N Pearl St., Teutopolis
217-857-6481

Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

SIHF Healthcare
900 West Temple, Building A, 
Suite 208
Effingham, Il 62401
217-342-0211
sihf.org

SBL Evergreen Clinic
General Surgery
1104 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham 
General Surgery
217-347-2500

CHIROPRACTORS

Chiropractic Care Center
•	Dr. Laura Ames, D.C.
•	Dr. Andrea White
•	Dr. Allison Cain

305 W Virginia Ave., 
Effingham 
217-347-5455

Dr. Chris Dreas
Softwave Therapy
202 N. Banker St., Effingham 
217-500-0987

Stanfield Chiropractic Center
414 W Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham 
217-342-7222
doctorstanfield.com

Effingham Physical Therapy 
& Massage Center
202 W Cedar Ave., Effingham 
217-342-4107

Pals Family Chiropractic
Dr. Penny Pals & Dr. Justin Pals
401 N. Keller Dr., Suite 2,  
Effingham 
217-342-3384

The Frichtl Clinic
Dr. Jason Frichtl, D.C.
811 W Fayette Ave., Effingham 
217-342-0311

Precision Chiropractic
212 N. Fourth St., Effingham 
217-347-5812

Bailey Family Chiropractic
1 E. Jefferson Ave, Altamont
618-483-3838

Kirk Chiropractic
602 W. Franklin Ave., Effingham
217-342-2232
effinghamdisccenter.com

New Health Chiropractic
401 N Keller Dr,
Suite 2, Effingham
217-342-3384
newhealthchiro.net

Ballard Family Chiropractic
Dr. Abbie Ballard, D.C.
14225 E Rickelman Ave, 
Effingham
217-347-5010
ballardfamilychiro.com

Dr. Samantha Morrison 
Chiropractor
3009 S. Banker St., Effingham
618-322-4145

ORTHODONTISTS
Hage Orthodontics
100 Greenview Dr
Suite A, Effingham 
217-347-5576
hageortho.com

Schumacher Orthodontics
Dr. Chuck Schumacher
602 Eden Ave., Effingham 
217-347-6453
schumacherortho.com

DENTISTS

Professional Dental Services
Effingham Dental Group
700 N Keller Dr., Effingham 
217-347-0588

Charles Horin
606 S Fourth St., Effingham 
217-342-6288
charleshorin.com

Dr. Margaret Merry-
Niebrugge D.M.D.
107 S Third St., Effingham 
217-347-5076

Balda Dental
911 N. Henrietta St., Effingham 
217-342-3411
baldadentaloffice.net

Dr. Stephen Willenborg
610 N Keller Dr., Effingham 
217-347-7021
stephenwillenborgdmd.com

Dr. Ted Koester, DMD-PC
111 S First St., Effingham 
217-342-4494

Effingham Family Dental
Jeff Stevenson, DDS
310 W. Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham 
217-342-3850

Heartland Family Dental Care
1379 N. Outer Belt W., Suite B
Effingham 
217-540-5000

Campos Family Dental
Dr. Gregory Campos, DMD
508 W. Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham 
217-347-4100

Dr. Brett Haarmann, DMD
Dr. Blake Westra, DMD
206 N Pearl St., P.O. Box 235
Teutopolis
217-857-3201

Sehy and Huey General 
and Family Dentists, P.L.L.C.
Christopher Sehy, DMD
Robert F. Huey, DMD
1 S. Third St., Altamont
618-483-6003

Thuy Balda, DMD
900 West Temple, Suite 208
Effingham, Il 62401
217-342-0211

ENDOCRINOLOGY 

Radhika Annam
500 N. Maple St., Suite 200, 
Effingham IL 62401
217-787-8870 

GASTROENTEROLOGY

Dr. Nitin Kumar, MD
900 W. Temple Ave., Building 
B, Effingham
217-540-2350

HEARING AID SPECIALISTS

Schackmann Hearing
212 E. Jefferson Ave #2, 
Effingham
217-342-0304

SBL Effingham Clinic
Audiology & Hearing 
Services & ENT Clinic
905 N. Maple, Effingham
347-7077

Beltone Hearing Aid Service
1302 Avenue of Mid-
America, Effingham
217-342-1122

Audibel Hearing Center
800 N. Keller Dr., Effingham
217-347-5934

Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid 
Center
511 W. Virginia Ave., 
Effingham
217-931-1330

ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL  
SURGEONS

Center for Jaw & Facial  
Surgery
Jay Swanson, DDS, MD
901 Medical Park Dr., Suite 
200, Effingham 
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217-342-4444
jayswansondds.com

Central Illinois Oral & 
Maxillofacial Surgery
100 Greenview Dr.
Suite B, Effingham 
Thomas Fonner
217-540-5348
centralillinoisoral.com

OPTOMETRISTS

Marion Eye Center & Optical
600 N Keller Dr.
217-342-2900
marioneye.com

Sehy & Jones Optometrists
M. Brian Sehy, O.D.
Matthew R. Jones, O.D.
Craig Woods, O.D.
303 N Keller Dr.
217-342-2672
visionsource-sehyandjones.com

Walmart Vision & Glasses
1204 Ave. of Mid America
217-347-5171

Weber Optiks
Tony Weber, O.D.
Christopher Weber, O.D.
Connor Kabbes, O.D.
•	1301 W. Evergreen Ave., 

Suite B, Effingham
217-342-3838

•	5 E. Cumberland Rd., 
Altamont
618-881-0884
weberoptiks.com

OPTHALMOLOGISTS

Effingham Opthalmology
903 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham
217-347-2933

LABORATORY SERVICES

SBL Effingham Clinic
Laboratory Services
905 N Maple, Effingham 
217-347-5227
1-877-796-5227

Diagnostic Imaging — MRI 
(SBL Bonutti Clinic)
Mammography — Mobile
Ultrasound/EKG — Family 
Care Associates 217-342-
7000
X-Ray — SBL Effingham 
Clinic
SBL Bonutti Clinic
SBL Altamont Medical 
Center

HSHS St. Anthony’s 
Diagnostic Center
900 West Temple, Building B
217-347-1690

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS
(Listed by their specialty field)

DERMATOLOGY

Lana D Schmidt, M.D.
801 W. Temple Ave., 
Effingham 
217-342-4151

FAMILY PRACTICE

Dr. Arvinder Arora
401 N. Mulberry St., Effingham 
217-347-0768

Dr. Narinder Arora
401 N. Mulberry St., Effingham 
217-347-0768

Dr. Navi Arora
401 N. Mulberry St., Effingham 
217-347-0768

Michelle Braddy, M.D.
203 S. Main, Dieterich
217-925-5730

Jeffrey Brummer, D.O.
1106 N Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

Michael G. Brummer, M.D., 
FAAFP
1106 N Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

Cornerstone, DPC 
Dr. Scott Seibring, MD.
1901 S. 4th St., Suite 27, 
Effingham
217-809-0771 

Jeffrey Crowell, M.D., FAAFP
1106 N Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

Michelle Dallmier, FNP-BC
900 W. Temple, Suite 208, 
Effingham 
217-342-0211

Sean Flynn, M.D.
901 Medical Park Drive, Suite 
101
Effingham 
217-347-7030

Robert Frost, M.D.
FAAFP
5 E. Cumberland Road, 
Altamont
618-483-6131

Andrew Gage, M.D.
512 N Maple St.,  Effingham 
217-347-7030

Michele Hartke, APRN
HSHS Medical Group Family 
Medicine
900 W. Temple, Suite 1500
Effingham
217-347-0458

Dominic Imburgia, M.D.
901 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-347-2900

Jeffrey Jenson, M.D., FAAFP
300 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-4151

Hope Knauer, M.D.
300 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-4151

Paul Oltman, M.D.
905 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-347-7776

Fred Richardson Jr., M.D.
904 Medical Park Drive, 
Effingham 
217-540-2350

Eric Bloemer, M.D.
206 N. Pearl, Teutopolis
217-857-6481

John Opilka, D.O.
Randi Berg, APRN
Kim Burgess, APRN
Heather Forys, APRN
Kathryn Koester, APRN
SBL Altamont Medical Center
8 N. Third St., Altamont
618-483-6151

Tammy Sasse, APRN
HSHS Medical Group Family 
Medicine
5 E. Cumberland Road,  
Altamont
618-483-6131

Amanda Stroud, APRN
HSHS Medical Group Family 
Medicine
900 W. Temple, Suite 1500
Effingham
217-347-0458

Kathi Vaughn, APRN
HSHS Medical Group Family 
Medicine
5 E. Cumberland Road,  
Altamont
618-483-6131

FOOT SPECIALIST

James C. Graham, D.P.M.
900 W. Temple Ave., Suite 202
Effingham 
217-342-2040

John Killough, D.P.M., C.W.S.
502 W. Virginia Ave., Effingham 
217-347-7218

INTERNAL MEDICINE

HSHS Medical Group 
Internal Medicine
900 W. Temple, Suite 1500
Effingham
217-347-0458
•	Elene Awad, MD 
•	Lauren Lustig, APRN 
•	Michele Hartke, APRN 
•	Amanda Stroud, APRN 

Bashar Alzahabi, M.D.
900 W. Temple Ave., Suite 103
Effingham 
217-347-5000

Narinder Arora, M.D.
401 N. Mulberry St., Effingham 
217-347-0768

Jeffrey K. Brummer, D.O.
1106 N. Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

Thomas Heischmidt, M.D.
1106 N. Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

David Kowalski, M.D., FAAP
300 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-4151

Jennifer C. Maneja, M.D.
300 N . Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-4151

Tina Rozene, M.D., FAAP
300 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-4151

Louis Schwing, MD
905 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-540-6122
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NEPHROLOGY

Bashar Alzahabi, M.D.
900 W. Temple Ave., Suite 103
Effingham 
217-347-5000

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Michelle Braddy, M.D.
203 S. Main, Dieterich
217-925-5730

Robert Frost, M.D., FAAFP
HSHS Medical Group Family
Medicine and Obstetrics 
5 E. Cumberland Road, 
Altamont
618-483-6131

Jennifer Dust, M.D.
912 N. Henrietta St., 
Effingham 
217-342-3337

Kelly Haller, M.D., FACOG
912 N. Henrietta St., 
Effingham 
217-342-3337

Jeffrey W. Whightsel, M.D., 
FACOG
912 N. Henrietta St., 
Effingham 
217-342-3337

Milly Sullivan Nelson, M.D., 
FACOG
912 N. Henrietta St., 
Effingham 
217-342-3337

Dawn McDaid, M.D., FACOG
912 N. Henrietta St., 
Effingham 
217-342-3337

MEDICAL ONCOLOGY & 
HEMATOLOGY

Philip A. Dy, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

James L Wade III. M.D., 
FACP, FASCO
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Hanna M Saba, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Irene A Dy, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Bassam N Maalouf, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

PLASTIC SURGERY

Dean Page, MD
HSHS Medical Group 
Multispecialty Care - 
Effingham
900 W. Temple, Suite 2500
217-540-2350

RADIATION ONCOLOGY

Casey E Duncan, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Seong R Cho, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Harold Yoon, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Renata C Moore, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Mary Anne de Paz, M.D.
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

Edward C. Elliot, M.D., FACR,
FACP
Crossroads Cancer Care 
Center
905 Medical Park Dr., 
Effingham 
217-342-2066
cancercarespecialists.org

ORTHOPEDICS

HSHS Medical Group 
Multispecialty Care 
900 W. Temple, Suite 2500
Effingham
217-540-2350
•	Scott Urch, MD 
•	John Powell, MD 

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham 
217-342-3400
•	Joseph Ajdinovich, M.D.
•	Peter Bonutti, M.D.
•	Michael Chioffe, M.D.
•	Kayla Deters, APRN
•	Stacia Fallert, APRN
•	Timothy Gray, M.D.
•	Jennifer Hess, APRN
•	Frank Lee, M.D.
•	Didi Omiyi, M.D.
•	Nick Williams, PA-C
•	Evan Hakman, PA-C
Occupational Medicine:
•	Louis E. Schwing, M.D.
•	Jennifer Hess, APRN

OTOLARYNGOLOGY 

(Ear, Nose, Throat)

SBL Effingham Clinic
ENT Clinic
905 N Maple St.
217-347-7077
•	Dr. Michael Smith, M.D., 

Ph.D.
•	Dr. Charly Nguyen, M.D., 

FACS

PATHOLOGY

HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial 
Hospital
503 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-2121
•	Steve Jones, M.D.
•	Dana Altenburger, M.D.

•	Benjamin Coleman, M.D.
•	Sue Strayer, M.D.

PEDIATRICS 

(Infant & Child Care)
Colleen Bingham, M.D., FAAP
1106 N Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

William L Eckstein, M.D., 
FAAP
900 W Temple Ave., 
Effingham 
Suite 203
217-342-5405

Thomas Heischmidt, M.D.
1106 N Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

David Kowalski, M.D. FAAP
300 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-4151

Tina Rozene, M.D., FAAP
300 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-342-4151

Amanda Bierman, M.D.
1106 N. Merchant St., 
Effingham 
217-342-7000

Sean Flynn, M.D.
901 Medical Park Drive, 
Suite 101
Effingham 
217-347-7030

Cari Fearday, PA-C
SBL Effingham Clinic
905 N. Maple, Suite A
Effingham
217-540-6122

PHYSICAL MEDICINE &  
REHABILITATION

Rehabilitation & 
Performance Institute, PSC
1301 W Evergreen Ave., #1A 
Effingham
217-690-4882

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham 
217-342-3400
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Effingham Pelvic Health & 
Wellness
Physical Therapy, Pelvic 
Health & Pre/Postpartum 
Care
1901 S. Fourth St., Suite 14, 
Effingham
217-705-5077
effinghampelvichealth.com

ProRehab Physical Therapy
1302 Avenue of Mid-
America, Ste 4
Effingham
Phone: 217-606-3004

HSHS St. Anthony’s Physical 
Rehabilitation and Wellness
Located in the Workman 
Sports & Wellness Complex
1301 N. Maple St., Effingham 
217-347-1243
stanthonyshospital.org

Evergreen Nursing & Rehab 
Center
115 N Wenthe Dr., Effingham
217-347-7121

Lakeland Rehabilitation and 
Health Care Center
800 W. Temple Ave., 

Effingham
217-342-2171

RADIOLOGY

Central Illinois Radiological 
Associates
503 N.  Maple St.,  Effingham 
217-544-6464

RHEUMATOLOGY

Mark A. Stern, M.D.
300 N.. Maple, Effingham 
217-342-4151

SURGERY (GENERAL )

SBL Evergreen Clinic
1104 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham 
217-347-2500
•	Dr. Kevin Malone, M.D., 

FACS
•	Dr. James Flaig, D.O., 

FACOS

Lisa Kowalski, M.D., FAAP
900 W. Temple Ave., 
Effingham 
217-342-4151

Ruben Boyajian, M.D. FACS
Specializing in 

Comprehensive Breast Care
900 W. Temple Ave., Building 
B, Second Floor, Suite 2500, 
HSHS St. Anthony’s Health 
Center, Effingham 
217-347-2255
rboyajianmd.com

Jason McAllaster, D.O.
900 W. Temple Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-4151

SURGERY (HAND)

Frank S. Lee, M.D., FAAOS
1303 W. Evergreen Ave.
217-342-3400

Southern Illinois Hand 
Center
901 Medical Park Dr, Suite 
100, Effingham
217-347-3003
•	Nash H Naam, M.D., FACS
•	Lisa M Sasso, M.D.
•	Patrick Stewart, M.D., 

FACS
handdocs.com

UROLOGY

P.D.L. Nayak, M.D., FACS
Effingham Urology 
Associates
414 W. Virginia Ave., 
Effingham 
217-342-9738

VEIN THERAPY & MEDICAL 
AESTHETICS

Dr. Jason McAllaster
Boho Chic Clinique
204 W. Washington Ave., 
Suite 103
Effingham 
217-347-2646

PHARMACIES

Andes Health Mart Pharmacy
805 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-9393

Kirby HealthMart Pharmacy
Effingham IGA
101 S. Merchant St., 
Effingham
217-342-4301

Brown’s Drug Store
115 W. Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-2185

Walgreens Pharmacy
1200 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-6075

Walmart Pharmacy
1204 Avenue of Mid 
America, Effingham
217-347-5583

Poehler’s Pharmacy
203 S. Main St., Suite A
Dieterich
217-925-2838

Kremer Pharmacy
•	206A N. Pearl St., 

Teutopolis
217-857-3000

•	5 E. Cumberland Rd., 
Altamont
618-483-3344

Altamont Pharmacy
12 N. 3rd St., Altamont 
618-483-5614

RISE Effingham
1011 Ford Ave., Suite C, 
Effingham
217-727-7715
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Sarah Bush 
Lincoln 
Clinics and 
Services - 
EFFINGHAM 

SBL ALTAMONT MEDICAL 
CENTER

8 North Third St.
Altamont, IL 62411
618-483-6151
- Katie Koester, APRN
- Kim Burgess, APRN
- John Opilka, DO
- Heather Forys, APRN
- Randi Berg, APRN

PHYSICAL AND 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

15 North Main St.
Altamont, IL 62411
618-881-0920

AUDIOLOGY & HEARING 
SERVICES

SBL Effingham Clinic
905 N. Maple
217-347-7077

SBL BONUTTI CLINIC

1303 W. Evergreen Ave.
Effingham, IL 62401
Diagnostic Imaging, Suite 
102
217-540-6123

Internal Medicine, Suite 203 
(Aug. 2022)
217-540-6122
- Louis Schwing, MD
- Megan Steffen, APRN

Interventional Pain 
Management, Suite 201
217-347-2332
- Brian Ogan, MD
- Melissa Paholke, APRN

Laboratory Services, Suite 
101 (Aug. 2022)
1-877-796-LABS (5227)

Orthopedics, Suite 200
217-342-3400
- Joseph Ajdinovich, MD
- Peter Bonutti, MD
- Stacia Dennison, APRN
- Kayla Deters, APRN
- Timothy Gray, MD
- Evan Hakman, PA-C
- Frank Lee, MD

- Didi Omiyi, MD
- Nick Watkins, PA-C
- Nick Williams, PA-C

Pediatrics & Adults, Suite 
203
217-540-6122
- Cari Fearday, PA-C

Physical and Occupational 
Therapy, Suite 103
217-342-3444

Walk-In Clinic, Suite 100 
(Aug. 2022)
217-540-6123

DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Suite 102
Effingham, IL 62401
217-258-2588
X-Ray, MRI, Ultrasound, 
CT,
Mobile Mammography

Family Care Associates
1106 N. Merchant St.
Effingham, IL 62401
217-342-7116
X-Ray, EKG

SBL EFFINGHAM CLINIC

905 N. Maple
Effingham, IL 62401
- Audiology & Hearing 
Services
217-347-7077

– ENT Clinic
217-347-7077
- Charly Nguyen, MD
- Michael Smith, MD

– Family Practice
217-347-7776
- Paul Oltman, MD

SBL EFFINGHAM FAMILY 
PRACTICE

SBL Medical Park Plaza
901 Medical Park Dr., Suite 
101
Effingham, IL 62401
217-347-7030
- Sean Flynn, MD
- Kendra Zerrusen, APRN

SBL ENT CLINIC

SBL Effingham Clinic
905 N. Maple
217-347-7077
- Charly Nguyen, MD
- Michael Smith, MD

SBL EVERGREEN CLINIC

1104 W. Evergreen Ave.

Effingham, IL 62401
217-347-2500
General Surgery
- James Flaig, DO
- Kevin Malone, MD

SBL HOME MEDICAL 
EQUIPMENT

903 N. Maple St.
Effingham, IL 62401
1-800-345-3191
217-347-7372

SBL HOSPICE

SBL Effingham Clinic
905 N. Maple
Effingham, IL 62401
1-800-454-4055
217-238-6160

SBL INTERVENTIONAL PAIN 
MANAGEMENT

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 West Evergreen Ave., 
Suite 201
Effingham, IL 62401
217-347-2332
- Brian Ogan, MD
- Melissa Paholke, APRN

LABORATORY SERVICES

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 West Evergreen Ave., 
Suite 101
Effingham, IL 62401
1-877-796-LABS (5227)

SBL OCCUPATIONAL 
MEDICINE

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 West Evergreen Ave., 
Suite 200
217-342-3400
- Louis Schwing, MD
- Jenn Hess, APRN

PEDIATRICS

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Suite 203
Effingham, IL 62401
217-540-6122
- Cari Fearday, PA-C
- Abby Welsh, MD (Sept. 
2022)

PHYSICAL AND 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Suite 103
Effingham, IL 62401
217-342-3444

SBL SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
HAND CENTER

SBL Medical Park Plaza
901 Medical Park Dr., Suite 
100
Effingham, IL 62401
217-347-3003
- Nash Naam, MD
- Lisa Sasso, MD
- Patrick Stewart, MD

SBL WALK-IN CLINIC

SBL Bonutti Clinic
1303 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Suite 100
Effingham, IL 62401
217-540-6123
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Parks & Recreation
The Effingham Park District is located at 1906 S Fourth St. in 
Effingham. It offers a wide variety of recreational activities 
and facilities for the entire family. Major facilities include 
an outdoor swimming pool, a recreation center complex, 
playground, and picnic areas, 12 lighted tennis courts, 11 
ball diamonds, 10 of which are lighted, and an 18-hole disc 
golf course.

Community Park is located on East Temple Avenue in 
Effingham and is 35 acres in size. It has 5 ball diamonds, 2 
outdoor basketball courts, an 18-hole disc golf course, 4 
tennis courts, an outdoor skating rink, plus playground and 
picnic areas.

Hendelmeyer Park is located at 1906 S Fourth St. in 
Effingham. It is a 20-acre park that includes a recreation 
complex that houses two gyms, two meeting facilities, a 
kitchen, a facility for theatre production with stage area 
and the Park District offices. The park also includes three 
lighted softball diamonds, four lighted tennis courts, two 
playground/picnic areas and a skate park.

Evergreen Hollow is located at 1110 Pelican St. in 
Effingham. It has 42 acres. The public swimming pool is 
located there, as are four tennis courts, lighted baseball/
softball diamonds, flag football and soccer fields, picnic 
areas, playground area and tree walk. Recreation 
programs for youth and adults are provided throughout the 

year by the park district. Further information about the park 
district or the local parks can be obtained by calling 217-
342-4415 and online at effinghamparkdistrict.org

Bliss Park is a cozy block-sized park located at 201 W. Clark 
Avenue in Effingham.  It has a play area, shaded picnic 
area, two shelters and an outdoor basketball court.

Harmony Playground is located at 1301 N. Maple St. in 
Effingham. and is a new playground that accommodates 
those with disabilities, to provide all children the same 
outdoor play opportunities.

Lake Sara, located just five miles northwest of Effingham, is 
a 650-acre lake that provides 27 beautiful miles of shore line 
and one of the finest family recreation facilities in Central 
Illinois. Among the features are a public beach, cabins, 18-
hole golf course next to Lake Sara and camping and picnic 
areas. The area also offers fisherman a great opportunity 
to “land the big one”, noted for its black bass, white bass, 
crappie, bluegill and channel catfish. For more information, 
call 217-868-2964.
New to Lake Sara is a launch site for kayaks and canoes. It 
is located on the west end of the lake. There is also a fishing 
area for the handicapped. It is located at the east end of 
the lake. There are special unloading ramps down to the 
water with safety rails. There are also picnic benches in the 
area. Also new to Lake Sara are two playgrounds: one for 
ages 2-5 and another for ages 5-12 closer to the water with 
a pirate theme. New this year is a Bocce Ball Court just west 
of the playground near the Disc Golf Course.
Lake Sara has two marinas: The Reel Marina and Lakeside 
Marina, where gas is sold and boats are available to 
rent. The Reel Marina is located at 8724 E. Marina Drive, 
and there is a bar on the Reel Marina called The Rusty 
Reel, whose number is 217-868-2791. There is a restaurant 
here called Pinky’s whose number is 217-868-BOAT (2628). 
Lakeside Marina is located at 14839 Park Road. More 
information can be obtained by calling 217-500-1903. Not 
far from Lakeside Marina is a new restaurant called Heron 
Cove. Its hours will start out from noon - 10 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday and closed Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Lake Sara Campground provides sites for campers. For 
more information, call 217-868-2964.

Camp Lakewood is located at 1217 W Rickelman Ave, 
Effingham. It is an RV Park and Campground ideally 
located on the shores of Lake Pauline. For further 
information, call 217-342-6233

Effingham Country Club is located on 2400 W Country Club 
Drive in Effingham. In addition to an 18-hole private golf 
course, it provides a driving range, swimming pool, fishing 
and dining facilities for its members. The course is open from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. from the first of March until November 30th. 
Both pull carts and riding carts are available, as well as a 
pro shop. More information can be obtained by calling 
217-347-0423.

Cardinal Golf Course is an 18-hole public golf course 
located approximately two miles northwest of Effingham 
in the Lake Sara area. It is open seven days a week from 
7 a.m. to dusk from March through the end of December. 
Both pull carts and riding carts are available, as is a driving 
range. For more information, call 217-868-2860.
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Fore-Way Challenge Golf & Driving Range is located at 
16041 N 1000th St.( near Lake Sara). It is a USGA accredited 
9-hole public golf course with a driving range. The course 
is open seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Please call 217-868-5418 for further information or go to 
forewaygolfcourse.com.

Evergreen Mini Golf is located at 1202 N Maple St. near 
the public pool. It is an 18-hole, safari-themed golf course 
with a concession stand. This family-friendly course is open 
Friday from 5 p.m. - 9 p.m., Saturday from noon to 9 p.m. 
and Sunday  from noon to 8 p.m. during the summer. 
Please call 217-821-3922 for further information or go to 
facebook.com/EvergreenMiniGolfAndConcessions. 

Pagel’s Silver Dollar Lanes is located at 2300 S Banker and is 
equipped with 24 lanes. Individual bowling, as well as league 
(winter and summer) bowling is offered. Bumper bowling for 
children is also available. Fall/winter hours: Open 3pm on 
Sunday and Monday. Open Tues. at Noon, Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 
at 3pm; Open Sat. at Noon; Open 3 p.m.  Thursday through 
Sunday during the summer. There is also a bar and game 
room, which includes two pool tables. For further information, 
go to silverdollarlanes.com or call 217-342-3939.

Health & Fitness
The Zone
1208 N. Wenthe Dr., 
Effingham
217-347-7400

Siemerworks/Crossfit 
1310 S Banker St., 
Effingham
217-343-3979

The Richard E Workman 
Sports & Wellness 
Complex
1301 N Maple St., 
Effingham
217-342-3481

24-Hour Gym
1901 S 4th St, Suite 2, 
Effingham
217-342-3333

Evolve Fitness and 
Climbing
14225 E. 1600th Ave., 
Effingham
Rickelman Plaza
217-994-9955

The Curl Bar
318 E. Main St., Teutopolis
217-663-6278

Southside Gym
5 Do-It Drive, Altamont
618-483-3260

Planet Fitness
1004 N. Keller Dr. Ste. 1 
Effingham, IL 62401
217- 690-4196

Higg’s Lifestyle
109 W. Jefferson Ave.
Effingham
217-994-3776

Effingham County Museum
100 E Jefferson Ave, 
Effingham
217-240-2471, leave a 
message
Presently open Tuesdays and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. by 
appointment
effinghamcountymuseum.org

Monastery Museum
110 S Garrett St, Teutopolis
First Sunday of the month, 
April thru November except 
holidays.
The hours are from 12:30 to 
4 p.m.
217-961-6404 ext. 236
stfrancischurch.com

Ballard Nature Center
5253 E. US 40, Altamont
618-483-6856
Trails open daily
Winter hours: Tuesday-Friday 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m,, Saturday 
noon - 4 p.m.
Summer hours: Monday-
Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Saturday noon - 4 p.m., 
Sunday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
ballardnaturecenter.org

Dr. Charles M. Wright House
Corner of  N. Main and W 
Jackson St., Altamont
618-483-6397
Tours Sunday afternoon 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m., May-

September or call to make 
appointment
wrightmansion.org

Gilbert Park
E Cumberland Rd, Altamont

Shumway Kluthe Center
199 Front St N/S, Shumway

Beecher City Area Kluthe 
Center
105 S. Charles St., Beecher 
City

Watson Civic Center
103 N Jackson, Watson

Willow Park
806 W Franklin, Watson

Dieterich Memorial Park
203 Park St, Dieterich
217-925-5410
dieterichpark.com

Dieterich Community Civic 
Center
102 W Virginia, Dieterich
217-925-5410

Effingham Visitor Center
201 E. Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-5310
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Banks & Credit Unions
EFFINGHAM

Crossroads Bank
2000 S Banker St
217-347-7751
crossroadsbank.com

Crossroads Bank
806 N Keller Dr
217-342-4422
crossroadsbank.com

Effingham Highway Credit 
Union
400 W Wabash Ave
217-342-8209

Fifth Third Bank
200 E Jefferson Ave.
217-342-5700
53.com

First Mid-Illinois Bank and Trust
902 N Keller Dr
217-342-6111
firstmid.com

Land of Lincoln Credit Union
2302 S Banker St
217-342-7077

1302 Thelma Keller Ave.
1-844-222-7788
llcu.org

Midland States Bank
110 S. 5th St.
217-342-2141
midlandsb.com
ATMs located at 1202 
Network Center Dr & 2911 S. 
Banker St.

Midland States Bank
Customer Service: 217-342-9800
midlandsb.com

Bank of Hillsboro
501 N. Keller Dr.
217-347-2300
bankhillsboro.com

First National Bank of 
Waterloo
210 E Fayette Ave.
217-342-3200
fnbwaterloo.com

Dieterich Bank
Effingham Location
510 W. Fayette Ave.

217-540-1000
dieterichbank.com

Dieterich Bank
Lake Sara Location
10911 E. State Hwy. 33
217-868-5995
dieterichbank.com

Teutopolis State Bank
Effingham Location
900 W. Jefferson Ave.
217-342-2526
teutopolisstatebank.com

Washington Savings Bank
200 S. Banker St
217-347-7173
washingtonsavings.net

Washington Savings Bank
1300 N Keller Dr
217-347-7172
washingtonsavings.net

BEECHER CITY

First State Bank of Beecher City
101 S. Charles St.
618-487-5161
fsbbc.com

ALTAMONT

First Mid-Illinois Bank and Trust

101 W Washington Ave
618-483-5151
firstmid.com

Bank of Hillsboro
5 W. Lincoln Ave.
618-483-9106
bankhillsboro.com

People’s Bank and Trust
511 S Main St
888-728-1954
bankpbt.com

DIETERICH

Dieterich Bank
101 S Main St., Dieterich
217-925-2265
dieterichbank.com

TEUTOPOLIS

Teutopolis State Bank
106 E Main St
217-857-3166
teutopolisstatebank.com

Dieterich Bank
Teutopolis Location
1510 E Fayette Ave
P.O. Box 6010
217-857-1313
dieterichbank.com

Security products and/or insurance services are not insured by the FDIC, are not 
deposits or obligations of the bank, are not guaranteed and may lose value.

Online & Mobile Banking
Checking & Savings
Mortgages, Auto Loans
Business Financing 
Treasury Management Services

Auto, Home, Life & Health
Senior Solutions
Business Insurance and  
Commercial Industry Programs
Farm Insurance

Trust Services
Investment Services
Financial Planning
Ag Services

Financial Services
for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

www.firstmid.comEFFINGHAM  902 N. Keller Dr.  |  217-342-6111
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Housing
Effingham County Housing 
Authority
215 N. Banker, Effingham
217-342-3520

LOCAL REAL ESTATE 
AGENCIES

Century 21 Realty Concepts
111 S. Henrietta St., 
Effingham
217-342-6080
century21realtyconcepts.com

Century 21 Realty Concepts
305 E. Cumberland Rd., 
Altamont
618-483-3000
century21realtyconcepts.com

Coldwell Banker/First Realty
105 N Keller Dr. B, Effingham
217-342-2775
effinghamhomesearch.com

ReMax Key Advantage
601 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-0404; 217-342-4050
effinghamhomes.com

Smith Realty Group of 
Effingham LLC
906 W Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham
217-994-9024
srgeffingham.com

Dammerman & Associates 
Benchmark Realty
1102 W Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-4663
homesbybenchmark.com

Heart and Home Realty
1032 Pelican St., Effingham
217-343-6215
HeartAndHomeIllinois.com

Barns Realty
7 N. Main St., Altamont
618-483-5312
fayettecountyrealestateil.
com
email: kellywashburn24@
gmail.com

Full Circle Realty
123 E. Jefferson Ave., 
Effingham
217-821-3338
FCRiL.com

Whitten Real Estate Agency
14933 E. 400th Ave., 
Dieterich
217-821-0886
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Funeral 
Homes

Bauer Funeral Home
1212 W. Evergreen Ave.
Effingham
217-342-2177
302 E. Main St., Teutopolis
217-857-3800

Johnson Funeral Home
1110 N. Fourth St.
Effingham
217-342-2215

Gieseking Funeral Home
208 N Second St.
Altamont
618-483-6821

Pagel Funeral Home
701 Broad St.
Edgewood
618-238-4441

Lockart-Green Funeral Home
Route 33
Beecher City
618-487-5811

Kull Funeral Home
114 W. Washington Ave.
Altamont
618-483-6323

Meyer Funeral Home
307 E. Center (IL RT 33 East)
Dieterich
217-925-5555

Cemeteries
SHUMWAY

Agney Cemetery
Blue Point Baptist Cemetery
Brown Cemetery
Deichmann Family 
Cemetery

Faith Lutheran Church 
Cemetery

Rentfro Cemetery
Saint Mary’s Cemetery
Shumway Cemetery
Shumway Methodist Church 
Cemetery

Trinity Lutheran Cemetery

ALTAMONT

Altamont Cemetery
Becks Cemetery

Bethlehem Cemetery
Drysdale Cemetery
Fremington Cemetery
Funkhouser Cemetery
German Methodist 
Cemetery

Immanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery

Little Prairie Cemetery
McCoy Cemetery
Miller Chapel Cemetery
Newman Cemetery
New Salem Cemetery
Old Salem Cemetery
Saint Clair Catholic 
Cemetery

Saint Paul Lutheran 
Cemetery

Salem United Methodist 
Church Cemetery

Union Cemetery
Wallace Cemetery
Zion Lutheran Cemetery

EDGEWOOD

Bailey Cemetery
Beck William Cemetery
Brockett Cemetery
Brown Cemetery
Davidson Cemetery
Edgewood Cemetery
Faulk Cemetery
Kavanaugh Cemetery
Mahon Cemetery
Mason Cemetery
New Hope Cemetery
Old Mason Cemetery
Robinson Cemetery
Wabash Cemetery

BEECHER CITY

Bartscht Cemetery
Beecher Cemetery
Grubb Cemetery
Hubbart Cemetery
Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery

Moccasin Cemetery
Pleasant Grove Cemetery
Tipsword Cemetery

DIETERICH

Burk Chapel Cemetery
Dieterich Cemetery
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Cemetery

King Cemetery
Saint John Lutheran 
Cemetery

Saint Paul Lutheran 
Cemetery

Stroud Cemetery
St. Aloysius (Bishop) Catholic 
Cemetery

EFFINGHAM

St. Anthony Catholic 
Cemetery

Off Merchant Street
217-347-7129

Oakridge Cemetery
912 E. Jefferson Ave.
217-342-4696

Wood Lawn Cemetery
15734 E. State Highway 33
217-857-6085

Arborcrest Memorial Park
On Route 40
Office: 2216 S. Willow St.
217-347-5760 or 217-259-8760

Cohea Family Cemetery
Effingham County Poor 
Farm Cemetery

Ewington Cemetery
Immanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery

Loy Chapel Cemetery
Old Loy Cemetery
Porter Cemetery
Ramsey Cemetery
Rentfro Cemetery
Rinehart Cemetery
Saint John’s Lutheran 
Cemetery

St. Mary’s (Green Creek)  
Cemetery

Toothaker Cemetery
Turner Cemetery
Watson Cemetery

TEUTOPOLIS

Saint Francis Cemetery

MONTROSE

Montrose Cemetery
Saint Rose of Lima Catholic 
Cemetery

1212 W. Evergreen Ave.
Effingham, IL
217-342-2177

302 E. Main St.
Teutopolis, IL
217-857-3800

BAUER FUNERAL HOMES

Compassionate Care  
to Ease Your Journey

www.bauerfh.com

Family Owned - Carole Bauer
Brian Young • Mallory Loker• Eric Althoff • Chris Bauer

Bauer Funeral Home 
has been serving the 

Effingham area since 1932. 
Our staff will provide 

you with dedicated and 
compassionate service 

during your difficult time 
of need. We will guide 

your family in creating a 
meaningful ceremony to 

honor the life and memory 
of your loved one.
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Hotels & Lodging
Ramada by Wyndham 
Effingham
1606 W. Fayette Ave.
Effingham
217-595-6056

Baymont by Wyndham 
Effingham
1811 W. Fayette Ave.
Effingham
217-294-6051

Comfort Suites
1310 W. Fayette Road (off 
Exit 159)
Effingham
217-342-3151

Country Inn & Suites
by Radisson
1200 N. Raney St. 
Effingham
217-540-5555

Days Inn by Wyndham 
Effingham
1205 N. Keller Drive
Effingham
217-662-7077

Best Western Delta Inn
1509 Hampton Drive
Effingham
217-342-4499

Effingham Motel
702 E. Fayette Ave.
Effingham
217-342-3991

Fairfield Inn & Suites by 
Marriott Effingham
1111 N. Henrietta St.
Effingham
217-540-5454

Holiday Inn Effingham
1301 Avenue of Mid-America
Effingham
217-540-7777

La Quinta by Wyndham 
Effingham
1103 Avenue of Mid-America
Effingham
217-540-1111

Hampton Inn & Suites
1305 N. Keller Dr.
Effingham
217-540-5050

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
1604 W. Fayette Ave.
Effingham
217-994-9949

Super 8 by Wyndham 
Effingham
1400 Thelma Keller Ave.
Effingham
217-393-6962

Quality Inn Effingham
1304 W. Evergreen Ave.
Effingham
217-347-5050

Relax Inn in Altamont
3091 E. Mill Road
618-483-6300

Altamont Motel
101 W. Cumberland Rd., 
Altamont
618-483-6143

Cobblestone Inn & Suites
4 W. Carriage Lane
Altamont
618-483-3111
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BY CHARLES MILLS There is a new addition 
to Lake Sara Beach 
Park this year thanks to 

an Effingham organization 
dedicated to serving the 
community.

A new bocce ball court was 

constructed across from the 
Pearson Building at Lake 
Sara by members of the Eff-
ingham Sunrise Rotary Club.

Sunrise Rotary President 
Cristina Ciorna said the club 
members were looking for 
community projects.

“I was thinking how do we 
get our team reunited after 
the pandemic and serve 
the community at the same 
time,” Ciorna said. “Our mis-
sion is service above self.”

She was really impressed 
with a presentation made 
by Tom Ryan about a  proj-
ect he was  spearheading 
at Lake Sara to revive the 
Lake Sara Beach recreation 
area. Ryan is chairman of 
the Effingham Water Au-
thority Parks and Recreation 
committee and a trustee for 
the Lake Sara Forever Fund. 
Ryan and several volun-
teers finished Phase I of the 
project in July of last year 
including two playgrounds 
and a disc golf course.

“We connected right after 
that meeting,” she said.

“We already had a history 
with the Sunshine Rotary 
Club,” Ryan said. “Three 
years ago they had a 
project to put Red Bud and 

Charles Mills photo
Members of the Sunrise Rotary Club of Effingham stand in the Bocce Ball court they constructed across from the Pearson Building at Lake 
Sara Beach Park . Pictured from left, Sunrise Rotary President Cristina Ciorna, Michael Wall, Jeanine Heuerman and Project Manager Gary 
Rogers. 

Bocce ball court 
constructed at Lake Sara

Charles Mills photo
Bocce balls in the new Bocce 
Ball court constructed by the 
Sunrise Rotary Club at Lake 
Sara Beach Park across from 
the Pearson Building. The white 
ball is called the “pollino.”
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Dogwood trees all along 
the Post Oaks shoreline.”

He said the Sunshine Rotary 
Club has been an asset to 
Lake Sara.

“Sunrise Rotary has been a 
really great supporter and 
partner in developing and 
improvement of Lake Sara 
for the benefit of everybody 
in the entire Effingham com-
munity,” said Ryan.

“Service above self is the 
motto of Rotary,” Sunshine 
Rotary member Michael 
Wall said. “This project com-
ing off of the heels of the 
pandemic really helped us 
to reengage.”

Phase II of the Lake Sara 
Beach Park Master Plan 
would add an adult recre-
ation area to the peninsula 
that would include a Pickle 
Ball court, construction of a 
parking area for the beach 
house and Pearson Building 
and a challenge course.

Ryan said a “friend of the 
park” donor from Florida 
sent a picture of a Bocce 
Ball court and suggested 
they think about adding 
a Bocce Ball court to the 
adult recreation area.

Ciorna said she, Ryan and 
Mike Dirks, lake superinten-
dent of the Effingham Water 
Authority, and Gary Rogers, 
Bocce Ball court project 

manager, began having 
meetings about the project 
last year.

“We started planning and 
figuring out how long it 
would take to build. Then 
we started learning about 
Bocce Ball. We didn’t know 
anything about the game,” 
she said.  “We built the 
court to meet the profes-
sional standards and it is 
ADA accessible. Hopefully, 
this will put us on the map 
as a place to come and 
compete.”

She said there aren’t too 
many Bocce Ball courts in 
this area. Ciorna said there 
were a few courts in St. 
Louis and Chicago.

“I talked to a couple of 
people up north and they 
gave us some ideas about 
construction,” she said. “We 
got the grant the end of last 
year from Rotary,”

She said they found Gary 
Rogers who understands 
and has a passion for con-
struction to help them get 
their project off the ground.

“He was a good person to 
lead the effort of the proj-
ect and was so hands-on,” 
said Ciorna.

He trained members work-
ing on the project who had 

no construction skills to get 
the project finished. 

“He was good at delegat-
ing and getting everybody 
engaged,” she said. 

“It is a simple little project 
on paper, but it’s very labor 
intensive,” Rogers said. “It’s 
a basic three layer course.”

Rogers said they first put 
down a base material, an 
intermediate material, and 
crushed limestone on top. 
He said on average the 
court is 7 inches thick. 

“The court is 90 feet long 
and 13 feet wide,” he said. 
“This was made to the offi-
cial U.S. Bocce rules. It’s a 
little bit different overseas.”

“This court is quality built,” 
Wall said. 

Ciorna credits Swingler 
Construction for donating 
time and equipment, Cheryl 
Habing for designing the 
court sign, two volunteers 
from a Boy Scout Troop of 
Marshall and Sunrise Rotary 
Club for making the project 
happen.

“The signage is consistent 
with the signage in the 
whole park,” said Ryan. 

“This was a team I didn’t 
have to worry about. I knew 

they were going to get it 
done,” Ryan said.

Ciorna said the game is 
fairly simple and people of 
all ages can play.

“I like the fact Tom (Ryan) 
really insisted we make this 
ADA accessible,” she said. 

Wall said the location of the 
court in the park among 
several trees is a plus.

“It’s well shaded,” Wall said. 
“Especially, if you want to 
play during the summer.”

Ryan said if Bocce grows 
in popularity they plan to 
construct another court. He 
said they would be making 
updates and modifications 
to the Lake Sara Beach Park 
master plan this summer.

“We have room for another 
if this becomes popular,” he 
said. 

The Lake Sara Forever 
group continues to raise 
funds for Phase II of the park 
master plan.

On June 10, Ciorna left 
Effingham for a new job 
position in Maryland.

“It’s going to be a loss to 
this community, but a gain 
to wherever she’s going,” 
Ryan said. 

Charles Mills photo
Rotary Club member and Project Manager Gary Rogers 
demonstrates how the ADA-accessible door works for the new 
Bocce Ball court at Lake Sara Beach Park.

Charles Mills photo
A new Bocce Ball court constructed under the leadership of Sunrise 
Rotary President Cristina Ciorna. Project manager for the project is 
Sunshine Rotary Club member Gary Rogers. 
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perform nearly 1,400 total knee and hip replacements for 
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and  quality teams worked together to achieve this 
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have accomplished.”
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BY CRYSTAL REED  

Shelbyville resident Charla 
Fischbach told the Effing-
ham Daily News in 2018 

that she has a special con-
nection to Effingham County. 
She is the descendant of the 
first white man to settle in the 
county, Griffin Tipsword.

Griffin was a young boy when 
his parents undertook their 
journey from the Delaware/
Maryland area to Rowan 
County, North Carolina. In 
1779, Griffin at age 24 enlisted 
in the Revolutionary Army 

in Rowan County, North Caro-
lina, and by his own account 
was discharged by General 
George Washington on Octo-
ber 20, 1781

 After his service to his coun-
try, he returned to the area 
where his grandparents lived 
in Queen Anne County, 
Maryland.

Fischbach said he was taxed 
as a single man in 1782 
and 1783. A pension claim 
statement states that he 
traveled to Boonesborough, 
Kentucky, in 1783. It is possible 
that he may have explored 

a large area encompassing 
Kentucky, Tennessee and the 
Carolinas for five or six years 
from 1788-1789.

Boonesborough is where he 
met and married his wife, 
Ruth. Family lore has indi-
cated Griffin as having an 
Indian wife. A book titled 
“Shawnee Heritage I” shows 
Ruth to be the daughter of 
a white James Abbott and 
an unnamed Chalakatha 
woman making Ruth half 
Chalakatha-Metis.

In 1789, Griffin moved to 
Greenbrier County, Virgin-
ia, which became Monroe 
County. His brother, Thomas, 
assigned him 83 acres locat-
ed on the Headwaters of 
South Fork Creek of Dropping 
Lick Creek on April 18, 1789. 
He paid taxes on this land 
from 1789 through 1798. In 
1815, the property was sold 
for non-payment of taxes for 
the years 1799 and 1800 for 
the amount of 64 cents.

Just before that, Griffin and 
his family had moved south 
around 50 miles to Russell 
County, Virginia, about 1797. 
He bought 150 acres lying on 
both sides of Laurel Creek in 
Russell County, Virginia, in April 
25, 1798. Griffin paid taxes in 
Russell County, Virginia, from 
1797 to 1802 and was paid a 
bounty on a wolf he killed.

Fischbach said that in re-
viewing the Census and tax 
records, it is apparent that 
Griffin traveled extensively. 
Griffin moved his family again 
to Ohio between 1802 and 
1803. They bought 50 acres of 
land in Fayette County, Ohio, 
on Paint Creek in Jefferson 
Township on March 1, 1813. 
They sold the land less than 3 
months later on May 22, 1813.

Fischbach said that by 1817, 
Griffin had moved his family 
from Ohio to Illinois by way 
of the Ohio River. In Griffin’s 
Revolutionary War pension 
claim, he states his discharge 
papers were “sunk in the Ohio 
River.” After coming to Illinois, 
he and his sons explored and 
hunted to the north and west 

of Waconteby Township. Grif-
fin would often stay with the 
Kickapoo Indians who resided 
in the Effingham/Fayette/
Shelby County areas of south-
central Illinois. It is reported 
that he named the Big and 
Little Moccasin Creeks from all 
the moccasin tracks that he 
saw along the creek banks.

When he and his Indian 
friends went north to hunt in a 
larger creek area, they found 
it to be infested with wolves, 
so he called it Wolf Creek. He 
also named an Indian village 
“Boo Hoo” because of all 
the babies crying when he 
entered.

According to Fischbach, in 
1821, Griffin and several other 
white families were living in 
the northwest part of Gallatin 
County, Illinois. They lived in 
close proximity to the Dela-
ware Indians. The relationship 
between the two groups 
was good until one day two 
drunken Indians came to 
Griffin’s home.

One went to sleep in the yard 
and the other went into the 
house and began to mistreat 
the youngest son, Thomas. 
Griffin tried to get the drunken 
Indian to leave but a fight en-
sued. The Indian was about to 
kill Griffin when his son Jona-
than grabbed a rifle and shot 
the Indian dead. Griffin then 
went to the Indian village and 
told the chief that one Indian 
had killed the other. The chief 
did not believe Griffin. Several 
of the white settlers, through 
this, had created a serious 
problem and told Griffin that 
he and the family should 
move.

In the spring of 1821, Griffin 
and his family moved to the 
Effingham/Fayette County 
area. It was reported they 
did this in the dead of night. 
This is reportedly when they 
changed their last name from 
Soward to Tipsword.

According to Fischbach, the 
family spent the winter of 
1821-22 in Coles County with 
friends. The following spring 
they moved back to the 

 File photo
Ron and Carolyn Peters portray Ruth and Griffin Tipsword at 
a tombstone dedication in rural Beecher City in 2013. Griffin 
Tipsword is noted historically as the first white settler of Effingham 
County. 

Griffin Tipsword
FIRST WHITE MAN TO CALL EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
HOME CO-EXISTED WITH INDIANS, FOUGHT IN 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR

 File photo
The alleged burial stone for Griffin Tipsword sits in Tipsword 
Cemetery.
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present day North Loudon 
Township area of Fayette 
County. In 1824, Griffin, Ruth 
and family settled in the 
Wolf Creek area of Fayette 
County, which later became 
part of Effingham County. The 
area is located a couple miles 
south of Beecher City. This 
was the place where Griffin 
and Ruth Tipsword finally end-
ed their lifetime of wandering. 
It is generally believed that 
they had nine children.

Griffin Tipsword died in 1845 
and was buried in the Tip-
sword Cemetery between 
Beecher City and Mocca-
sin. The grave was originally 
marked with a piece of 

sandstone. According to the 
Effingham Daily News, in Oc-
tober 2012, Fischbach raised 
money for Griffin and Ruth’s 
gravestone.

In September 2013, a tomb-
stone dedication was held. 
The headstone identifies Ruth, 
Griffin and their children and 
has an engraving on the 
back that signifies their trek 
across the country from the 
Appalachian Mountains that 
they crossed, to the Ohio 
River they floated down into 
Southern Illinois and the log 
cabin they built from Central 
Illinois timber upon settling the 
area.

 File photo
A new tombstone for the Tipsword family was honored by many 
in 2013, including Jim DeGroff of the Illinois Society Sons of the 
American Revolution. To the left of the new tombstone is the old 
sandstone headstone that identified Griffin and Ruth Tipsword’s 
gravesite.

Effingham County 
and world history
1818 – Illinois officially became 
the 21st state admitted to the 
Union. The State Capital was 
located in Kaskaskia, Illinois

1819 – The State Capital 
moved from Kaskaskia to 
Vandalia.

1824 – Griffin Tipsword was the 
first white man to live in Effing-
ham County.

1831– February 15, 1831, Eff-
ingham County was officially 
established.

1832 – George Higgs was the 
second white child born in 
Effingham County.

1832 – Black Hawk War

1834 – Freemanton: First town 
to be plotted and surveyed in 
Effingham County

1839 – State Capital moved 
from Vandalia to Springfield

1839 – City of Teutopolis estab-
lished

1853 – City of Broughton was 
surveyed and laid out on May 
16.

1855 – Survey plat of Effingham 
was laid out on Sept. 12.

1861 – Abraham Lincoln inau-
guration in Washington, D.C., 
making him 16th President of 
the United States – March 4

1861 – Groundbreaking for St. 
Joseph’s Seminary and Col-

lege, April 1861

1861 – Fall of Fort Sumter, 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
attacked by Confederates 
sparking the beginning of the 
Civil War on April 12

1861 – Cornerstone laid for 
new St. Joseph’s Seminary and 
College in Teutopolis on July 2

1862 – Battle at Shiloh in Hardin 
County, Tennessee, April 6

1862 – Teutopolis two-day 
celebration for the opening 
of St. Joseph’s Seminary and 
College, Sept. 14 and 15

1862 – First classes begin in Teu-
topolis at St. Joseph’s Seminary 
and College, Sept. 16

1863 – Major General Ulysses 
S. Grant with the objective of 
seizing control of the Mississippi 
River attacks Confederate 
troops close to Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi, May, June and July

1863 – Mother Frances Schervi-
er starts her journey to Teutop-
olis in July

1864 – Battle of Atlanta, Geor-
gia, July 22

1864 – Battle of Nashville, Ten-
nessee, December

1865 – Abraham Lincoln 
assassinated at Ford’s Theatre 
in Washington, D.C., by John 
Wilkes Booth, April 14

1865 – End of the Civil War in 
America, May 9

1866 – Attorney Benson Wood 
went into business for himself 
after his law partner moved 
away from the Effingham area.

1867 – The Springfield and 
South-Eastern Railroad was 
chartered.

1868 – Charles Heilgenstein 
built a steam-powered flouring 
mill.

1876 – Attorney Benson Wood 
was named by the Illinois 
Republican Convention one of 
the delegates to the National 
Republican Convention.

1884 – Grover Cleveland was 
elected for his second presi-
dential term as 24th President 
of the United States. Cleveland 
was also the 22nd President of 
the United States.

1894 – Effingham Attorney 
Benson Wood becomes the 
Republican nominee of the 
19th Congressional district.

1896 – Illinois Governor John 
Peter Altgeld, during his 
1896 re-election campaign, 
stopped in Effingham to ad-
dress a crowd from the steps of 
the Effingham County Court-
house.

1912 – Woodrow Wilson was 
elected President of the United 
States.

1914 – World War I begins

1915 – The Liberty Bell makes 
stops in Effingham and 
Altamont on a cross country 
tour to The Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition in San 
Francisco.

1916 – Woodrow Wilson is 

re-elected as President of the 
United States.

1917 – Congress passes the 
Selective Service Act

1918 – Relatives of Lewis E. 
Brewster were informed of his 
death in France.

1918 – World War I ends in 
November

1938 – United States Congress 
names Nov. 11 Armistice Day a 
Federal holiday.

1939 – World War II begins

1940 – Heart Theater opens in 
downtown Effingham.

1945 – World War II ends

1949 – St. Anthony Hospital Fire

1954 – Vietnam War begins

1957 – Lake Sara Reservoir 
dedicated

1960 – Vice President Richard 
Nixon passes through Effing-
ham via train

1971 – G.C. Murphy Company 
and Eisner’s Supermarket open 
stores in the Village Square Mall

1975 – Vietnam War ends

1990 – Gulf War begins

2001 – The Cross at the Cross-
roads dedicated five days 
after 9/11

2005 – The Cross at the 
Crossroads Welcome Center 
dedicated

2006 – Chapel added to The 
Cross at the Crossroads Wel-
come Center

2018 – New additions planned 
for The Cross at the Crossroads
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Restaurants
EFFINGHAM

Arby’s
1401 Thelma Keller Ave.
217-342-6615

Buffalo Wild Wings
1001 Avenue of Mid-
America
217-540-9464

Burger King
1308 N Keller Dr
217-342-4721

Casey’s Carry Out Pizza
1101 S Banker St.
217-342-2041

Casey’s Carry Out Pizza
1104 S Willow St
217-347-9468

Chili’s Grill & Bar
1300 Avenue of Mid-
America
217-294-6248

China Buffet
1500 W Fayette Ave
217-342-3188

China Express
112 S Banker St
217-347-0304

Chipotle Mexican Grill
1207 N. Keller Dr
217-347-3800

Classic Thai
108 S Henrietta St.
217-342-6436

Cracker Barrel
1101 Avenue of Mid-
America
217-347-7130

Cruiser’s Drive Thru
806 E Fayette Ave.
217-342-3760

Culver’s
1510 W Fayette Ave.
217-347-4986

Dairy Queen
1411 S Banker St
217-342-9432

Danny’s Bar and Grill
7722 S Route 45
217-536-5434

Daylight Donuts
207 N Keller Dr.
217-342-4288

Denny’s
1307 N Keller Dr.
217-342-4543

Domino’s Pizza
1001 W. Fayette Ave.
217-347-7788

Downtown Lounge
102 N Main St.
217-342-5654

Downtown Popcorn 
Company
314 W Jefferson Ave.
217-347-7676

Dunkin Donuts
1702 W Evergreen Ave
217-347-7183 ext 6

Dunkin Donuts
1805 W. Fayette Ave 
217-347-0480

Effing Brew Company
221 W Jefferson Ave.
217-347-2337

Effingham Food Express
2400 N. 3rd St. 
217-825-2855 

El Rancherito
1313 N Keller Dr.
217-342-4753

Firefly Grill
1810 Avenue of Mid-
America
217-342-2002

Fox Holler Coffee
1200 S. Banker St., Effingham
217-690-4423

Fujiyama Japanese 
Steakhouse
1302 Avenue of Mid-
America
Suite C
217-342-3833

Gabby Goat American Pub 
& Grill
303 E. Fayette Ave.
217-342-4628

Golden Corral
1102 Avenue of Mid 
America
217-690-4884

Gopher’s Grill
206 W Jefferson Ave.
217-342-4674

Hardee’s
1505 W. Fayette Ave.
217-347-3455

Heron Cove
14843 N. Park Rd.
217-881-9047

Homewood Grill
608 S. Willow St.
217-342-4677
Open March thru October

IHOP
1805 W. Fayette Ave.
Located in Petro Travel 
Center
217-347-0480 

Jimmy John’s Gourmet 
Sandwiches
401 N Keller Dr.
217-342-7296

Joe Sipper’s Cafe and 
Roasting Company
114 S. Fourth St.
217-347-2233

Joe’s Pizza & Pasta
115 E Jefferson Ave.
217-342-9394
217-347-JOES

KFC
1304 Avenue of Mid-
America
217-342-4276

La Terraza Express Taqueria
1511 S. Banker St.
217-342-2649

Little Caesars Pizza
200 S. Henrietta St.
217-347-0491

Long John Silver’s
1309 N. Keller Dr.
217-347-7553
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Lucia’s Italian Kitchen
400 W. Clark Ave.
217-207-0226

Kirby Foods IGA Plus
Ironhorse Cafeteria and 
Catering
101 S. Merchant St.
217-347-7191

Lickin’ My Chicken and 
Pullin’ My Pork BBQ
10325 IL-33, at A1 Liquors 
Highway 33 location
217-994-3551

Maria’s Taco House
3001 S. Banker St.
217-347-3200

McAlister’s Deli
1507 Hampton Drive
217-240-7175

McDonald’s
1304 N. Keller Dr.
217-342-2355

McDonald’s
2911 S. Banker St.
217-342-4933

McDonald’s
2500 N. Third St.
217-342-2605

Niemerg’s Steakhouse
1410 W. Fayette Ave.
217-342-3921

Panda Express
1203 N. Keller Dr.
217-342-6699

Panera Bread
1601 Damron Ct.
217-240-3001

Papa John’s Pizza
100 N Henrietta St.
217-347-4744

Pinky’s
8726 E Marine Rd
217-868-2628

Pizza Man of Effingham, Inc.
604 W. Jefferson Ave.
217-347-7766

Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen
1702 W. 	Evergreen Ave.
217-347-7183

Puerto Vallarta
3005 S. Banker St.
217-342-3177

Sbarro’s
1702 W. Evergreen Ave.
217-347-7183 ext 6

Smoothie King
1603 Ford Ave.
217-342-3401

Starbucks Coffee Co.
1700 Avenue of Mid-
America
217-342-5577

Steak ‘n Shake
1211 N. Keller Dr.
217-210-0386

Subway
404 S. Henrietta St.
217-347-8881

Subway
1204 Avenue of Mid-America
217-342-5551
Located inside Walmart

Subway
2408 N. Third St.
217-347-0701

Subway
1711 S. Banker St.
217-342-1211

Taco Bell
1201 N. Keller Dr.
217-342-5500

Taqueria Don Pedro
307 W. Jefferson Ave.
217-347-2216

TGI Friday’s
1208 N. Keller Dr.
217-342-9499

The Midway Bar & Grill
18924 U.S. Hwy 45
217-844-2111

TK Grille
1301 Avenue of Mid-America
217-540-7716

Wendy’s
1210 N. Keller Dr.
217-342-4420

ALTAMONT

Casey’s Carry Out Pizza
101 E. Cumberland Rd.
618-483-3320

El Rancherito
600 S. Main St.
618-483-5273

Andrew’s Eats
301 E. Cumberland Rd.
618-881-0190

Joe’s Pizza & Pasta
1008 S. Main St.
618-483-9567

Luke’s Bar & Grill
112 W. Adams St.
618-483-6820

McDonald’s
1010 S. Main St.
618-483-5354

Subway
1011 S. Main St
618-483-9066

The Cookie Jar
119 W. Washington Ave.
618-483-9004

The Open Door Diner
120 N. Main St.
618-267-8499

DIETERICH

Old Mac’s Drive-Thru & Cafe
203 N. Loda St.(on Rt. 33)
217-925-5588

Subway
106 E. Center St.
217-925-5470

EDGEWOOD

Treats R’ Us
700 Route 37
618-238-4115

TEUTOPOLIS

Brickbat Alley Bar & Grill
1220 E. Main St.
217-857-9700
Serves food daily until 8 p.m.

Casey’s Carry Out Pizza
312 W. Main St.
217-857-1602

Kountry Kitchen
105 E. Main St.
217-857-3948

Subway
500 W. Main St.
217-857-1400

Teutopolis Treats
101 W. Main St.
217-343-1600

BEECHER CITY

Pit Stop
501 E Poplar St
618-487-7867
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Indians first inhabitants 
of Effingham County
BY CHARLES MILLS

Documented in the 1883 
publication “History 
of Effingham County, 

Illinois,” Griffin Tipsword came 
to the Effingham County area 
in either 1814 or 1815, taking 
up residence with the Kick-
apoo Indians. The Kickapoo 
established a community in 
the area comprised of parts 
of what is now known as Fay-
ette, Effingham and Shelby 
counties in an area close to 
the Kaskaskia River.

Living south of the Kickapoo 
Indians were the Winnebagos 
and Delaware tribes.

The Kickapoo Indians were 
described as a tribe from a 
central Algonquian group 
who formed a division with 
the Saux and Foxes, accord-
ing to the “Handbook of 
American Indians North of 
Mexico” published in 1907. In 
1817, the population of the 
Kickapoo tribe was 2,000.

Members of the Kickapoo 
nation lived in a structured 
village of bark houses in the 
summer and reed houses in 
the winter months. Kickapoos 
knew the value of horses and 
their tribe traveled as far south 
as Texas before the Civil War 
to steal horses and mules from 
the Comanche tribe.

In 1819, the Kickapoo tribe 
gave up their claims of land in 
Central Illinois and eventually 
moved on to Missouri.

According to “The Indians 
of Illinois,” published in 1983 
by Helen Cox Tregillis, a 
prisoner of the Kickapoo 
Indians, William Biggs, in 1788 
described the tribe as “very 
white-skinned Indians.” The 
Kickapoo tribe was described 
as “industrious, intelligent and 
had clean habits.”

The “History of Effingham 
County, Illinois” described 
Griffin Tipsword as “a strange 
compound of white man by 

birth and Indian by adoption. 
Tipsword lived, hunted, fished, 
spoke the language and 
danced the Kickapoo tribe 
dances.”

Tipsword gave the Kickapoo 
his oldest son so he, too, 
would be fully educated in 
the Kickapoo culture. The 
oldest son is said to have lived 
with the Kickapoo tribe for 
several years.

John A. and Edith B. Wilson 
published an article in the 
Effingham Daily News on Aug. 
6, 1986, about their research 
on Indians in Illinois. They were 
both members of the Effing-
ham County Genealogical 
Society at the time:

About 50,000 years ago, an 
Asiatic people moved from 
Siberia out of the Kamchatka 
Peninsula to Alaska on dry 
land by the way of the Bering 
Straits. These were of the Mon-
golian race, and the white 
man is of Caucasian race. 
All peoples originated in Asia 
according to the Bible. No 
man originated in the three 
Americas, and there are no 
fossil remains in the Americas.

These first Indians were Paleo 
Indians or big game hunters, 
and it is estimated that it took 
them 25,000 years to reach 
South Chile. On the Alaska 
pipeline, 189 campsites were 
discovered.

Illinois Indians have been here 
about 10,000 years and lived 
on buffalo, deer, bear and 
elk and used some 559 plants 
for food, medicine and other 
uses. Buffalo provided most 
of the meat, teepees and 
clothing. They moved with the 
herds.

A book published in 1918, 
“Making of Illinois” by Mather, 
lists the tribes of Miami, Pianke-
shaw, Illini and possibly the 
Shawnee in this region of the 
state in 1765.

In the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers report of 1979 on the 
proposed Louisville reservoir, 
it says that the Paleo period 
was from 15000-8000 B.C. 
and 52 sites were found in 
the proposed area, and the 
Piankeshaw tribe, a member 
of the Miami tribe, occupied 
the area of Effingham and 
Clay counties.

They ceded their land to the 
United States in 1805 and all 
tribes were moved west of the 
Mississippi River by 1832-33 or 
at the time of the Black Hawk 
War. The Paleos were followed 
by the Archaic. Both used 
spears and stone hammers.

Archaic was followed by the 
first period of Woodland, 2500-
500 B.C., who were makers of 
pottery, the second period, 
1350-100 B.C., followed by 
the Hopewellian 500 B.C. to 
500 A.D., who were growers 
of corn and potatoes, makers 
of pottery and builders of 
mounds.

The final Woodland period, 
200-900 A.D., was populated 
by mound builders. Stone 
grave vault people of Missouri 
and Western Illinois were not 
of this area. The Chunkey 
stone game and crude flint 
arrows and bows were invent-
ed about 1100-1500 A.D.

Spear points found in Illinois 
are as follows: Hardin Barb 
and Thebes, Dalton and 
Meserva, Dovetail and Agate 
Basin. Most spear points are 
from the Achaic culture, a 
few are Folsom and Clovis 
points found in Illinois from the 
Paleo culture. Most points are 
flint, obsidian or chert.

The Upper Mississippian culture 
buried their dead in dome-
shaped earthen mounds. 
They were plant growers, 
had bow and arrows rarely 
side notched, tomahawks, 
celts and pots. Twenty-seven 
mounds of this type were 
on the Little Wabash bluff in 
Blair Township, Clay County, 
Illinois. Some tribes cremated 
the dead or bleached the 
bones on racks. Both methods 
included burial of the bones 
afterward.

The Illini (1500-1833) mean-
ing “men” were farmers 
and hunters. The horse was 
introduced by the white man. 
The men did the hunting and 
fighting.

Women did most of the 
camp chores and owned the 
possessions. Meat was dried 
and smoked, and vegeta-
bles were dried and stored in 
stone pits. They also used fire 
pits dug in the earth.

In religion, the Indian wor-
shiped the sun, moon and 
stars and believed in many 
spirits and reincarnation. Med-
icine men were used, and 
corn and vessels were placed 
with the dead with all their 
apparent needs.

The tribes shared no common 
language and few common 
customs. Buffalo were sacred 
animals and the Indians 
prayed for successful hunts. 
The Sundance was the most 
important. We are indebted 
to the American Indian for 
corn, potatoes, tomatoes, 
beans, squash, pumpkins and 
superior cotton.

The Indians used hide, flint 
scrapers, arrow points, ham-
mer stone for chipping, deer 
antlers for chipping spears 
and arrows and grinding 
stones, celts, Chunkey game 
stones, flint knives, toma-
hawks, ceremonial work and 
war, shell and stone hoes, 
pendants, flint drills, all types 
of pottery, stone pestles for 
grinding and grooved plum-
mets.

Tribes that occupied Illinois 
that have not been stated 
are the Sauk and The Fox in 
the northwestern part of the 
state, Hopewell of the entire 
state, Cahokia, Ottawa, 
Osage, Iroquois, Cherokee, 
Kaskaskia, Morton and Bau-
mer.

We owe a lot to the Indians 
for trails, plants and customs 
in the early history of our state. 
In the Census of 1980, Illinois 
had 222,134 Indians living in 
the state.





32 | DISCOVER • JUNE 2022

BY DELAINE 
DONALDSON

The latter part of the 19th 
century witnessed great 
change in Effingham 

County’s seat of govern-
ment as it changed from 
the simple Pre-Civil War vil-
lage to an up-and-coming 
commercial center in the 
middle of the United States. 
Fortunately, people from 
the time period of 1866-
1930 often left descriptions 
of the eras of which they 
were a part. This article uses 
those descriptions to help 
the reader reflect on earlier 
times.

One of the county’s most 
famous citizens ever, Benson 
Wood, wrote about his 
adopted hometown when 
recalling what Effingham 
was like in 1866. He wrote 
the following:

“It was then an incorporat-

ed town; not a city. The old 
Court House, fronting west, 
where Democrats held their 
meetings, and the frame 
building on the corner of 
Jefferson and Third Streets 
where the Republicans held 
theirs, were the only plac-
es where the public was 
accustomed to assemble. 
At the junction of Fifth Street 
and the old Brough (pro-
nounced bruff) right of way 
(today’s Washington Street), 
was an empty, one-story 
store building, before that 
time occupied by Caspar 
Nolte and then called 
“Concordia Hall.”

Occasionally something 
was put on the boards in 
that almost forgotten place.

“On the night of Dec. 11, 
1866, the elite of Effingham 
was there assembled to 
witness the second enter-
tainment of the “Histrionic 
Society.”

Three short plays were 
on the program: “Stage-
Struck Yankee,” “The Rough 
Diamond,” and “Loan of 
a Lover.” In the cast were 
W. Curson, W.W. Brown, E.J. 
Curson, Leo Frank, Miss Ada 
Miser, Miss E. Fleming, J.C. 
Eversman, William Austin, 
Miss M. Long, and Wm. 
McPherson. The Stage Man-
ager and general director 
(was) Dr. L.W. Smith. …”

Shortly after 1866, in The 
Effingham Register, a writer 
recorded a description 
of Effingham in 1869. That 
writer stated that Effingham 
is a “beautiful young city of 
about 2500” whose citizens 
are “far-seeing, shrewd and 
intelligent”; whose business 
men are “sharp, enterpris-
ing fellows, generous to a 
fault.” Its ministers in that 
day ranked as “leaders of 
thought”; its editors as “men 
of brains and muscle.” It 

contained some of the 
“best men in the county 
and the handsomest wom-
en in the state.”

The reporter went on to de-
scribe leading personalities 
in the town: He mentioned 
that Craddock & Habing 
were bankers; Henry Evers-
man, the manager of the 
J.F. Waschefort store which 
fronted the Illinois Central... 
Tom Brown sold hardware at 
Mrs. Loy’s corner. Henry Ke-
pley practiced law, and of 
him, the author said “rogues 
know what to fear when 
he pleads the case against 
them.” The Wood Bros. and 
their partner, W.H. Barlow, 
were law partners.

In Jack Rankins’ Photo-
graphic Gallery, the writer 
stated that “Art has her 
abode; in his rooms she nes-
tles and luxuriates.” Koester 
& Mussman (Barney) “kept 
everything in the furniture 
line, including every style 
of coffin.” Little & Thomp-
son were druggists. William 
Holdzkom was the saddler. 
Dr. Groves advertised as a 
“Surgeon and Physician”; 
L.W. Smith, John L. Mc-
Coy, L.J. Willien, W.S. and 
W.L. Goodell, and Wesley 
Thompson had cards as 
physicians. R.B. Rutherford, 
Watson & Gilmore, Wood 
& Barlow, H.B. Kepley, D.N. 
Wood, H.C. Brumbock and 
J.N. Gavin were the lawyers 
in the growing city.

Due to the mode of trans-
portation, many businesses 
were related to providing 
services related to horses. 
A.G. Hughes combined a 
real estate agency with 
horse shoeing. Harry Moore 
and also his brothers, A.S. 
and Samuel, represented 
the livery business.

There were numerous busi-
nesses in the town: George 
Screeton ran the “Gillen-
water House.” George 
Ewers carried on Merchant 
Tailoring on the north side 
of Court House Square. H.C. 
Bradsby edited the Demo-
crat. There were fraternal 

Submitted photo 
Feuerborn Manufacturing Company as pictured in 1954 in the Effingham “Heart of the USA.”

Effingham was a 
place of many firsts
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societies with Tom Brown 
as High Priest of the Chap-
ter and W.D. Alexander, 
Worshipful Master, of the 
Masonic Lodge. Jonathan 
Arnold was Noble Grand 
of the Odd Fellows. They 
were the only such groups 
in town. J.L. Bachman had 
a “shaving and hair dress-
ing saloon” on Jefferson 
Avenue between Front and 
Banker. Later he moved the 
business to Banker Street.

The Vandalia road was not 
then completed east of 
Effingham. The round house 
and machine shops were 
in process of erection. The 
existing passenger station, 
which is termed a “fine de-
pot” had just been finished. 
Growth continued through 
the rest of the century and 
into the next.

A visitor to Effingham in 1926 
would have found that it 
was an important railroad 
crossing hub with tracks ra-
diating out in six directions. 
The main line of the Illinois 
Central intersected here the 
mainline of the Pennsylva-
nia between St. Louis and 
the east.

Those who entered Effing-
ham by train found a union 
station costing probably 
$125,000, with red brick, 
wide walks, and a spot that 
in summer was green with 
a red heart in it, alongside 
an expanse of tracks which 
were wide, heavy and 
businesslike. The red heart 
had become Effingham’s 
trademark — “The Heart of 
the U.S.A.”

Effingham was a hub not 
only for railroads, but also 
for concrete roads. The 
Egyptian Trail crossed the 
National Trail at Effingham. 
Five strips of concrete radi-
ated from the town in antic-
ipation of a sixth. Effingham 
was the place where the 
concrete road movement 
started. The agitation for 
such began in the early 
1900s.

Effingham was a pioneering 

community in other ways 
besides highways. The Illinois 
College of Photography 
billed itself as the first and 
the only college of photog-
raphy in the world giving a 
complete course in photog-
raphy, in photo engraving, 
in airbrush work, and all the 
lines necessary to turn out a 
complete photographer or 
photo engraver.

Students came to the 
school from India, Armenia, 
Russia, China, Japan, Jaco 
Slovakia, Greece, Belgium, 
Congo, the Philippines, 
Honduras, Mexico, Brazil 
and Canada. One student 
entered at the age of 77, 
another at 82.

The familiar official photo of 
Calvin Coolidge used in his 
campaign, was taken by a 
war veteran, a graduate of 
the school.

Effingham also made 
powdered milk. A dairy 
company said to supply 70 
percent of St. Louis milk, 100 
miles away, got most of its 
milk from Effingham. Trucks 
brought the milk in, over the 
hard roads, from 40 to 50 
miles in every direction. Ev-
ery morning 30 to 40 trucks 
lined up at the plant.

The dairy industries, intensely 
organized in the communi-
ty, brought a lot of wealth 
into Effingham County. 
Dairying put cash in the 
bank and richness into the 
soil.

An interesting story from the 
1920s showed something of 
industrial genius in the area. 
In 1923, Mrs. Frank Cleaver, 
of Sigel, made a pair of 
cotton gloves on her sewing 
machine. They looked like 
good gloves to her. She 
began to experiment; more 
gloves were made and she 
sold them.

Out of that thought, a 
business grew — a string 
of glove-making plants. 
They were operated at 
Sigel, Neoga and Teutop-
olis. Three hundred people 
worked in those plants, so a 

fourth was built at Effingham 
to employ 100 more. That 
business was finished by 
1926.

Effingham was also the 
home of the Chester 
Knitting Mill making knitted 
hosiery.

In 1926, Effingham had 
the only plant in the world 
which made “shoulder 
machines.” These machines 
made the shoulder, i.e. the 
dirt shoulder on each side 
of the concrete strip for 
concrete roads. Prior to the 
machine, work was done by 
hand.

C.J. Moritz was the inventor. 
He was a highway con-
tractor and president of 
the Effingham Chamber of 
Commerce. After he built a 

new 50-by-130-foot build-
ing to make the machines, 
orders came in from many 
states because one ma-
chine could take the place 
of many day laborers.

Effingham had a plant ex-
clusively occupied in manu-
facturing of church furni-
ture. Altars and pews were 
the chief output. They were 
shipped to all parts of the 
nation. This business, oper-
ated by the Feuerborn Mfg. 
Co., was established toward 
the end of the 1870s.

Conrad Boos started a 
business in 1887, which 
dramatically affected the 
way butcher blocks were 
made. Instead of using a 
cut section of a sycamore 
tree stump which often 

Submitted photo 
A sign greets visitors to the “The Heart of the USA” Effingham. The 
sign encouraged visitors to “Stop and Shop in Effingham” in the 1920s.
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cracked, leaving a crevice 
where cut-meat could col-
lect, leading to very unsan-
itary conditions. The Boos 
butcher blocks were made 
of rock maple. The blocks 
were constructed of many 
pieces, like the checker-
board, to have the grain of 
the various strips so turned 
that there could never be 
any cracking. By 1926, Boos 
Block was an old plant with 
the length of service of the 
average workmen being 18 
years. Labor turnover was 
not like it was in large cities.

Another unique thing 
about Effingham was that 
the local newspaper, The 
Record, built a permanent 
demonstration home, con-
sisting of 10 rooms at a cost 
of about $25,000. Women’s 
clubs from all over this part 
of the state were invited to 
hold meetings there. Byron 
LeCrone, manager of the 
newspaper, told a reporter:

“No merchandising will 
ever be carried on this 

home. Our own idea is let 
the women come, see, 
investigate and learn the 
meaning of better homes 
and better living. They can 
see the furnishings and all 
that goes to make an ideal 
home without a salesman 
at their elbows.

“We have built it because 
we think nothing is more im-
portant to the public today 
than home improvement. 
So far as I know there has 
never been a demonstra-
tion of home built anywhere 
under the condition that 
surrounded this one. It isn’t 
for sale.”

Effingham in the 1920s could 
claim many “firsts” in history: 
Mrs. Ada H. Kepley was the 
first woman in Illinois and the 
world to be admitted to the 
practice of law. The Rev. 
J.H. Longenecker, mission-
ary to the Belgian Congo 
Presbyterian Church, was 
the first man to take photo 
engraving into Africa. He 
developed his talent in Eff-

ingham. And Frank L. Wong, 
of Canton, China, anoth-
er graduate of the Illinois 
College of Photography, 
was the first to take photo 
engraving skills into Asia.

By 1926, there was a very 
clear spirit and work ethic 
in Effingham. Because the 
town knew the value of 
organization and teamwork, 
it achieved goals quickly. 
For instance, when the town 
wanted a new railroad sta-
tion, teamwork and count-
less visits to railroad officials 
got it done. When it wanted 
a new hotel, citizens bought 
stock. The committee raised 
in Effingham $102,500. The 
hotel cost $150,000, a mort-
gage taking care of the 
unpaid balance.

“Individually, we’ve got 
no vast wealth here,” Fred 
Wenthe, one of Effingham’s 

most ardent workers, told a 
reporter. “But collectively, 
we do what only rich men 
can do all alone. Collec-
tively we are achieving our 
ambition.”

There was also spirit of pride 
in accomplishment evi-
denced to those who drove 
the concrete trails into 
Effingham when they saw 
the big sign boards with a 
red heart on each and the 
flaunting words — “Heart of 
the U.S.A.”

217-347-0505
2309 S. Banker St., Effingham | www.brauneckerauto.com

(217) 342-3355
600 E. Fayette Ave., Effingham, IL | www.goecknerbros.net

(800) 500-FORD or (217) 342-3929
1312 North Keller Drive, Effingham, IL | www.effinghamford.com

217-342-4111 or 1-800-342-1892
2400 S. Banker St., Effingham | www.danhecht.com

217-342-8600 • 1-866-800-9920
1705 W. Fayette Ave., Effingham, IL | www.royschmidthonda.com

EFFINGHAM 
NEW CAR DEALERS

File photo 
A model at the Effingham County Museum depicts the Heart 
Theater, Greyhound station, and Benwood Hotel.

File photo 
Shown is the 

south side 
of the water 

tower in 
Effingham.
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Fine Arts
Effingham Performance Center
1325 Outer Belt West
217-540-2788
the-epc.org
After the devastating news of the closing of the Rosebud 
Theatre in Effingham, a group of local business men and 
women met and decided that they must work to save 
the theatre. The group acknowledged the community’s 
disappointment as the Rosebud Theatre is truly a 
remarkable entertainment complex. Effingham and South 
Central Illinois sincerely embraced the live entertainment 
that graced the stage of this beautiful theatre. The men 
and women representing the ACCI refused to let the 
curtain close forever! The Arts Connection of Central 
Illinois organized themselves as a not-for-profit group, 
immediately put past Rosebud Executive Director Janie 
Oldfield on retainer as a consultant and devised a plan 
that would include the City of Effingham purchasing the 
facility and leasing it back to the ACCI for $1/year. Kim 
Jansen is the Executive Director.

FACE (Fine Arts, County of Effingham)
effinghamface.com ; e-mail info@effinghamface.com
The Fine Arts County of Effingham (F.A.C.E.) originated 
in 1974, formed by individuals who felt a desire of artistic 
expression who wished to join with others in performing 
and advancing the overall awareness of the arts. These 
volunteers set a campaign to promote and encourage 

the development of drama, painting, music and dance 
in the Effingham area. Today, F.A.C.E. has expanded its 
exposure, production and involvement in the artistic affairs 
in Effingham. Our community now has an opportunity to 
participate in, enjoy or sponsor programs of orchestral 
and choral music, as well as theatrical performances. 
In addition, F.A.C.E. offers annual scholarships to area 
students to further education and exposure to chosen 
mediums of artistic interest. F.A.C.E. is a not for profit 
organization governed by a Board of Directors from the 
Effingham county area. These volunteers devote their 
time and resources to ensure this organization flourishes 
and responds to the creative needs of Effingham county. 
This Board also works closely with the Effingham Art Guild 
for the extension of the visual and physical arts medium. 
Our organization welcomes anyone who desires to 
participate in the purpose of this group. F.A.C.E. nurtures 
these volunteers in directing, acting, stage craft, lighting, 
sound, and costume design as well as all other aspects of 
production. Musical and vocal participants can enjoy the 
opportunity to perfect their craft as well.

Effingham Art Guild
Hendelmeyer Park District Ron Diehl Recreation 
Center, Fine Arts Room, 1906 S Fourth St; 217-342-4415; 
effinghamartguild.com
Membership is open to anyone that appreciates art. Most 
of our members have some degree of artistic skill but it is 
not a requirement of membership. The guild hosts annual 
exhibits and monthly meetings.
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Industry
Quad Graphics
420 W. Industrial Ave. and 
1200 W. Niccum Ave.
414-622-2500

Kingery Printing Company
3012 South Banker St.
217-347-5151
kingeryprinting.com

John Boos & Company
3601 and 3701 S. Banker St.
217-347-7701
Showroom: 1703 Avenue of 
Mid-America
217-347-7790
johnboos.com

Peerless of America, II
1201 W. Wabash Ave.
217-342-0400

NOVA Solutions, Inc.
421 W. Industrial Ave.
217-342-7070, 800-730-6682
novadesk.com

Mid America Motorworks
2800 N. Third St.
(800)500-1500
mamotorworks.com

Sherwin Williams Company
Distribution Center
711 W. Wabash Ave
217-347-0333

Paint Store
105 N. Keller Dr.
217-347-2151

ADM Alliance
1200 McGrath Ave.
(800)826-9868

Beck’s Hybrids
2100 Bourgeois Drive
217-347-6300

Lustig Custom Cabinets
921 E. Fayette Ave.
217-342-6210
lustigcabinets.com
mail@lustigcabinets.com

Patterson Technology Center
1201 Althoff Drive
217-347-5964

Metrics Works Effingham
1609 W. Wernsing Ave
1-888-697-1609

Mette’s Cabinet Corner, Inc.
3240 S. Banker St.
217-342-9552
mettescc.com

Mette’s Distinctive Lighting
308 W Airport Rd.
217-342-5444
mettesdistinctivelighting.com

Heartland Dental Care, LLC
1200 Network Centre Drive
217-540-5100
heartland.com

Brumleve Industries
1317 W. Main St., Teutopolis
(800)937-0058

Farmweld
605 E. Main St., Teutopolis
217-857-6423

Prince Corporation
515 W. Main St., Teutopolis
800-777-2486

Siemer Milling Company
111 W. Main St., Teutopolis
217-857-3131

Stevens Industries, Inc.
704 W. Main St., Teutopolis
217-857-7100

Three Z Printing Company
902 W. Main St., Teutopolis
217-857-3153

Irwin Seating Company- 
Telescopic Division
610 E. Cumberland Rd.,  Altamont
618-483-6157
irwinseating.com

SIM Products
6903 E. 1600th Ave.,  Shumway
217-868-5431
simproducts.com

Holland Energy
2061 E. 000 North Road, 
Beecher City
618-487-9120

DMB Coatings & Spray 
Foam Insulation
Rural Route 1 Box 22 A, 
Beecher City
217-343-9912

Advanced Powder 
Technology
103 Norb Ave., Dieterich
217-925-5859
aptpowdercoating.com

Higgs Welding
101 Zumbahlen Ave., Dieterich
217-925-5999

Ideal Machine, Inc.
400 Amy St., Dieterich
217-925-5109

Palamides USA
100 Norb Ave., Suite 3, Dieterich
217-925-5900
palamides.de

SRMD Solutions
202 W. Center St., Dieterich
217-925-5773
SRMDSolutions.com

Waupaca Foundry
Formally Hitachi Metals 
Automotive Components
1500 Heartland Blvd.
217-347-0600

Versatech
1609 W. Wernsing Ave.
217-342-3500

The New York Blower 
Company
1304 W. Jaycee Ave.
217-347-3233

Continental Mills
1100 Stevens Ave.
217-540-4000

Support Products Inc.
309 W. Professional Pk.
217-536-6171

Air Stamping
Three Legend Park Rt. 45 North
217-342-1283

BK Resources
120 Frontage Road, Altamont
(888)310-4393

Pepsi Mid-America
1400 W. Jaycee Ave.
(800)827-7020

Koerner Distributor
1601 Pike Ave.
(800) 475-5162

Mid-Illinois Concrete
1805 S. 4th St.
217-342-2498

Effingham Asphalt
1601 W. Wabash
217-342-2151

J & J Ventures
1500 S. Raney St.
(855)921-1030

Flex-N-Gate Effingham LLC
2701 S. Banker St.
1-419-503-0520
flex-n-gate.com

Joint Active Systems Inc.
2600 S. Raney St.
217-342-3412

The Equity
1203 W. Niccum Ave, Suite 
4218, Effingham
217-342-2403

2900 N. 3rd St., Suite A, 
Effingham
217-342-4101

Farm & Home Store
201 W. Roadway Ave, 
Effingham
217-342-4101

905 S. Main St, Altamont
618-483-6325

23801 E. State Highway 33, 
Dieterich
217-925-5269

15910 N. 2300th St, Montrose
217-924-4181

Planters Precision
23101 E. 1600th Ave, 
Montrose
217-924-4606

South Central FS
Offices: 405 S. Banker St, 
Effingham
217-342-9231

Farm Store: 410 S. Willow St, 
Effingham 
217-342-9263

7471 N. 300th St, Altamont
618-483-5117

EAHC Structures & Altamont 
Overhead Door:
1410 E. Fayette Ave, 
Effingham
217-857-6566

B & L Machine & Design
1 Legend Park, Effingham
217-342-3918

Pyramid Marble & Granite
1303 McGrath Ave
217-342-2001
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Logistics Services
TRUCKING COMPANIES

3 Sisters Logistics, LLC
1412 W. Main St., Teutopolis
217-837-3002

Estes Express Lines
1412 E. Fayette Ave., 
Teutopolis
217-857-6187

FedEx Ground
1700 W. Heartland Ave., 
Effingham
800-463-3339

Central Transport
1201 W. Niccum Ave., 
Effingham
586-467-1900

Saia LTL Freight
1414 E. Fayette Ave., 
Teutopolis
217-857-9330

Huelsing Trucking LLC
16204 E. 1635th Ave.,  

Effingham
217-857-6231

Putnam Trucking Inc.
11970 N. 900th St., Effingham
217-697-4901

DN Trucking LLC
4881 E. 1000th Ave., 
Altamont
618-483-6441

Kent Wolff Trucking & Septic
8162 County Rd. 400 E., 
Altamont
618-267-0595

D Lines Inc.
2936 E. 800th Ave., 
Altamont
618-483-5471

Bulkmatic Transport Co
116 Harvester St., Teutopolis
217-857-6474

McKinney Trucking Inc.
300 S. Maple St., Montrose
217-924-4141

Kelly Corporation
3027 E. Mill Rd., Altamont
618-483-5835

Broadway Express
1901 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-5900

Hetzel’s Overland
304 W Airport Rd., Effingham
(800) 900-4942

SS Chad Express
2502 S. Raney, Effingham
217-844-3378

ABF Freight
2500 S. Raney, Effingham
217-342-9897

TRUCK REPAIR SHOPS

I-70 Truck Center Inc.
2710 N. 3rd St.., 
Effingham
217-342-4120

Diesel Dr. Diagnostics
1507 W. Fayette Ave.,
Effingham
217-728-1589

Goodyear Commercial Tire 
& Service Centers
712 E. Rickelman Ave., 
Effingham
217-857-1760

RPM Truck Repair
1607 W. Wernsing Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-7764

Crossroads Truck  Equipment
1400 W. Niccum Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-0456

Fleetmaster Truck Parts & 
Service
1703 W. Fayette Ave.,
Effingham
217-342-9550

Wilson Trailer Shop
1612 W. Wernsing Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-2905

107 South Henrietta, Effingham
xtream.com
1-844-XTREAM3

Soar from  
100 Mbps  
up to 1 GIG*.
 	Speeds from 100 Mbps up to 1 GIG*

 	Powerful in-home WiFi
 	100% Gigabit technology network

*Download speeds may vary and a monthly usage allowance applies. Services may not be available in all areas. Xtream powered 
by Mediacom is a registered trademark of Mediacom Communications Corporation. Call Mediacom or go online for details. 
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Scheid Diesel Services
3120 S. Banker St., Effingham
217-536-5200

TOWING SERVICES

Heartland Towing and 
Recovery
1909 W Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-5610

Interstate 70 Towing & 
Recovery
3027 E. Mill Rd., Altamont
217-259-9583

Randy’s Towing
9744 E. US-40, Effingham
217-240-0334

Tri-Power Towing & Recovery
900 S. Oak, Effingham
217-342-6135

TRUCK RENTAL AGENCY

U-Haul Neighborhood 
Dealer
•	1000 W. Fayette Ave,  

Effingham
217-342-9282

•	702 E. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-7422

TRUCK DEALERS

Truck Centers Inc.
1700 Gillenwater Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-3300

Rush Truck Center
1701 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-540-8000

Kenworth of Effingham
1010 Outer Belt West, 
Effingham
217-347-2242

JX Truck Center
1901 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-5031

Mid Illinois Equipment Sales
401 Highland View Ave., 

Montrose
217-924-4104

MOVERS

U-Pack
1700 W. Wernsing Ave., 
Effingham
(844)611-4582

Broadway Express Moving
1901 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-5900

SHIPPING COMPANY

FedEx Freight
900 Outer Belt W., Effingham
800-824-2767

TRUCK MAINTENANCE

Speedco Truck Lube and 
Tires
1704 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-6935

Diesel Dr. Diagnostics

1507 W Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-728-1589

Effingham Tire & Auto 
1601 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-7718  

Joe’s Truck Lube
111 S. Outer Belt West, 
Effingham
217-342-2332

Freightliner
1700 Gillenwater Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-3300

TRUCK WASHES

Blue Beacon Truck Wash
•	1703 W. Evergreen Ave, 

Effingham
217-342-4303

•	1806 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-8930

Teutopolis, IL
• Over 60 styles of men’s tuxedos • Price group collections to fit any budget
• Choose from over 150 different vests and ties to perfectly accent any color

• Newest and most complete selection of tuxedos and accessories
• Grooms tux is FREE with 5 fully paid rentals!

• Visit America’s Top Tuxedo

Website: jimsformalwear.com

Weber’s Clothing
114 E. Main, Teutopolis, IL • Ph: (217) 857-6351 • www.webersclothing.com

Weber’s 
Clothing

Fast & Affordable APPLIANCE REPAIR
When You Need It Most

We Service what we sell
Frigidaire  •  Maytag • Speed Queen  •  Samsung  •  Amana

WEBER BROS. EQUIP., INC. “The Store of Quality & Good Service”

Teutopolis • (217) 857-3135
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am - 5:00 pm  •  Sat 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

www.shopweberbrothers.com
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Effingham Chrome Shop
1808 W. Fayette Ave.,  
Effingham
217-347-0151

TRUCK STOPS

Pilot Travel Center
2500 N 3rd St., Effingham
217-342-3787

TA Effingham
1702 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-7183

Flying J Travel Plaza
1701 W. Evergreen Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-7161

Petro
1805 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham
217-347-0480

Professionals in Promotional Advertising
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Precinct	����������Polling Place

West	����������������West Town Hall, 
3347 E. 300th Ave., 
Mason  	

Mound 1	���������Altamont, Town Hall, 
6 W. Adams St., East 
room  	

Mound 2	���������Altamont, Town Hall, 
6 W. Adams St., West 
room  	

Mound 3	���������Municipal Building, 
202 N. Second St., 
Altamont  	

Moccasin	�������Moccasin Town Hall, 
16014 N. 245th St. 
Altamont	

Liberty	�������������Kluthe Center, 100 
Park Street, Beecher 
City 	

Mason	�������������Mason Civic Center, 
861 E. Washington St., 
Mason

Jackson	����������Jackson Town Hall, 
N. 8995 E. 900th Ave., 
Effingham

Summit 1	���������Pearson Building, 15170 
N. Beach Road, Lake 
Sara

Summit 2	���������Pearson Building, 15170 
N. Beach Road, Lake 
Sara

Summit 3	���������Community Building, 
9282 East Park Ave., 
Lake Sara

Summit 4	���������Community Building, 
9282 East Park Ave., 
Lake Sara

Banner	������������Shumway Kluthe 
Center, 104 E. Front St., 
Shumway	

Watson 1	���������Eff. Co. Emergency 
Services Building, 311 W. 
Miracle Ave., Effingham

Watson 2	���������Watson Civic Center, 
103 N. Jackson St., 
Watson

Watson 3	���������Eff. Co. Emergency 
Services Building, 311 W. 
Miracle Ave., Effingham

Union	���������������Union Town Hall, 14990 
E. 300th Ave., Dieterich

Douglas 1	�������St. Mary’s Parish Hall, 
Green Creek, 20057 N. 
1525th St., Effingham        

Douglas 2	�������New Hope Church, 
2210 N. Raney St., 
Effingham

Douglas 3	�������St. Anthony High School, 
304 E. Roadway Ave., 
Effingham

Douglas 4	�������U of I Cooperative 
Extension Ct., 1209 N. 
Wenthe St., Effingham

Douglas 5	�������St. Anthony High School, 
304 E. Roadway Ave., 
Effingham

Douglas 6	�������St. Anthony High School, 
304 E. Roadway Ave., 
Effingham

Douglas 7	�������St. Anthony High School, 
304 E. Roadway Ave., 
Effingham

Douglas 8	�������St. Anthony Hospital 
Auditorium, 503 N. 
Maple, Effingham

Douglas 9	�������St. Anthony Hospital 
Auditorium, 503 N. 
Maple, Effingham	

Douglas 10	�����First Baptist Church, 
213 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham	

Douglas 11	�����First Baptist Church, 
213 W. Fayette Ave., 
Effingham	

Douglas 12	�����Effingham  Park Dist. 
Ron Diehl Center, 
1906 S. Fourth St., 
Effingham 	

Douglas 13	�����Effingham  Park Dist. 
Ron Diehl Center, 
1906 S. Fourth St., 
Effingham	

Douglas 14	�����Effingham  Park Dist. 
Ron Diehl Center, 
1906 S. Fourth St., 
Effingham	

Teutopolis 1	����Teutopolis Village 
Hall, 106 W. Main St., 
Teutopolis	

Teutopolis 2	����Teutopolis Township 
Town Hall, 200 S. John 
St., Teutopolis

Teutopolis 3	����American Legion, 
106 N. Plum St., 
Teutopolis	  

Lucas	��������������Lucas Town Hall, 20950 
E. 300th Ave., Dieterich

Bishop	�������������Kluthe Civic Center, 
102 W. Virginia St. (West 
entrance), Dieterich  

St. Francis	��������Montrose Municipal 
Bldg., 208 W. National 
Road (Rt. 40), 
Montrose	

All polling places 
handicapped 
accessible.

Voting Precincts & Polling Places
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Effingham County Elected Officials

District A - Norbert 
Soltwedel 

District B - Jim Niemann, 
Chairman

District C - Heather 
Mumma

District D - David 
Campbell, Vice 
Chairman

District E - John Perry District F - Elizabeth 
Huston 

District G - Doug McCain District I - Joe Thoele

Paul Kuhns
101 N. Fourth St.
Phone: 217-342-2101
Jail and booking:  
217-342-3866
Civil process:  
217-342-8467

District H - Rob Arnold Kim Rhodes
101 North Fourth St.
Suite 401
Phone: 217-342-4651

Effingham County Board

Effingham County Building
101 N. Fourth St.
Suite 301
Effingham, IL 62401
217-342-4990

Effingham County Sheriff

Effingham County 
Coroner

NOTE: Niemann, Arnold, Mumma, Perry, and Thoele are not running for reelection in 2022.
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City of Altamont
202 North Second Street
Altamont, Illinois 62411
618-483-5212

MAYOR

Jason Rippetoe

COMMISSIONERS

Dan Milleville
Michael Walker
Tayler Polk
Todd Slingerland

To contact the mayor or 
a commissioner: info@
altamontil.net

CITY CLERK AND TREASURER

Sarah Stephen

Police Department
202 North Second Street
Altamont, Illinois 62411
(618) 483-6219
Police Chief Alan Heiens

Altamont Fire Protection 
District
109 W Jefferson Ave.
Altamont, IL 62411
Fire Chief Jon Becker

Village of Beecher City
108 S George St.
Beecher City, IL 62414
618-487-5315

Village board meetings are 
at the Kluthe Center on the 
third Monday of the month 
at 7 p.m.

VILLAGE PRESIDENT

Rita Sue Felty

VILLAGE TRUSTEES

Janet Lorton
Dail Schonschack
Leslie Wood
Denise Childress
Doug Ray
Jason Wells

Village Clerk
Terri Doty

Tri-County Fire Department
101 E Poplar St, Beecher City
(618) 487-5700
Chief: Doug Ray
dray@scottpet.net

Village of Dieterich
109 N. Main St.
PO Box 243
Dieterich, IL 62424 
217-925-5410 

The Village Board meetings 
are on the first and third 
Monday of each month, 
with the exceptions of July 
4, 2022, when the Board 
will meet Tuesday, July 5, 
and Sept. 5, 2022, when the 
Board will meet Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, 2022. Meetings are 
in the Dieterich Civic Center 
at 201 W. Virginia St. and 
begin at 6:30 p.m.

PRESIDENT 

Brad Hardiek 
bhardiek@dieterichillinois.
com

TRUSTEES

Chad White
cwhite@dieterichillinois.com

Derick Stumeier
dstumeier@dieterichillinois.com

Sean Pankau
spankau@dieterichillinois.
com

Pam Hartke 
phartke@dieterichillinois.com

Carrie Galbraith
cgalbraith@dieterichillinois.com

Bill Lane
blane@dieterichillinois.com

Dieterich Fire Protection 
District
100 Zumbahlen Ave, 
Dieterich, IL 62424
217-925-5155
Fire Chief Ross Martin

Town of Mason

Meetings first Monday of 
every month at 6 p.m. 
except holidays (Tuesday 
after holiday) at the 
Mason town hall, 613 
Independence St.

MAYOR

Jim Noland
618-292-9917

TRUSTEES

Lisa O’Leary
Taylor Flowers 
Melanie Noland
Vivian Cain
Sandra Henderson

Village of Shumway

VILLAGE PRESIDENT

Linda Moore

TRUSTEES

Suzanne Long
Joseph Kemme
Darren Klepzig
Alberta Saegesser

VILLAGE CLERK

Derrick Helmbacher

Village of Teutopolis
106 W Main St.
Teutopolis, IL 62467
217-857-3543 

Board meetings are on the 
first and third Wednesday of 
the month at 7 p.m. in the 
Village Hall. 

PRESIDENT

David Repking

BOARD MEMBERS

Daniel Zerrusen
Angie Kroeger
Greg Oseland
Dave Tegeler
Bernard Hartke
Jane Summers

Teutopolis Police 
Department
106 W Main St.
Teutopolis, IL 62467
217-857-3543
Police Chief Jeff Bushue

Teutopolis Fire Protection 
District
215 W Main St.
Teutopolis, IL 62467
217-203-0746 
Fire Chief Tim McMahon 

Village of Watson

Village board meetings are 
on second Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at Village 
Hall, 204 N Monroe.

VILLAGE PRESIDENT

Colby Higgs

TRUSTEES

Joey Meyer
Candice Higgs
John Fulk
Kaleb VanSyoc
John Flach

VILLAGE CLERK

Tom Freeman

VILLAGE TREASURER

Judy Weiffenbach

Effingham County Elected Officials
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BY ZACH ROTH

The Cross at the Crossroads cel-
ebrated 20 years as a symbol of 
spirit, faith and community on Sept. 

11, 2021, with a celebration complete 
with music, food, fun and prayer.

Dozens of people joined The Cross 
Foundation, the Rev. Roger Marshall 
and musicians Jordan Pride and Scott 
Wattles for an afternoon of fellowship 
alongside the massive, 198-foot-tall 
cross that is among the biggest and 
largest in the United States. Marshall, 
part of the organizing group that 
helped to secure funding for it, said as 
part of his opening remarks/benedic-
tion the message of the Cross remains 
as important now as it was 20 years 
ago, when it opened in the shadow of 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“There is a verse in 1 Corinthians 15 
where Paul writes, ‘I delivered to you 
of first importance,’” Marshall said. 
“When Paul said in the Scripture ‘I told 
you something that was more import-
ant than anything else I have ever told 
you,’ that’s worth remembering. In 1 
Corinthians 15, he said, ‘I delivered to 
you of first importance that Jesus Christ 
died on the cross for our sins,’ accord-
ing to the Scripture. He was buried and 
on the third day rose again according 
to the Scripture. That’s the message of 
the Cross: forgiveness for sins.”

Marshall thought back to the night the 
Cross was first dedicated the Sunday 
following 9/11. He remembered the 
large crowd of cars and people who 
showed up that night to see the cross lit 
up for the first time.

“It was as if individuals came to this place 
on a week when they and all of us were 
looking for some kind of hope, some kind 
of light in a dark week,” Marshall said. “It 
was as if the entire community said, ‘This 
is a place, this is a symbol that gives us 
hope, that gives us light, that gives us the 
possibility of something even beyond the 
darkest of moments.’ That was a night 
that I think I will never forget.”

Organizers of the event also saw the 
event as a way to remind people of 
the inspiration the Cross could provide, 
whether they were driving through on 
Interstates 57 and 70 or they pay a visit 
to the complex, which includes not just 
the Cross, but a visitors center and a 
growing series of statues depicting the 
life of Christ.

“The most important thing (to take) is the 
inspiration that each individual gets from 
it,” said Jim Schultz, chairman of The Cross 
Foundation’s board of directors. “Every-
body gets a different inspiration from 
their visualization of the Cross. We’ve had 
many fabulous stories of people being 
inspired in their own ways. It’s not about 
being a symbol for the city of Effingham 
or being a symbol of what somebody 
wants it to be. It’s what the person that’s 
accepting that symbol wants to treat that 
symbol as being to them.”

Kayla Deters, chairman of the event’s 
planning committee, added she saw 
the celebration as somewhere people 
could come, connect with their faith 
and enjoy time with family and friends.

“For me, it’s just fellowship,” Deters said. 

“(It’s) a place for people to come, 
connect and ultimately express their 
faith with the concert and being able 
to enjoy family.”

The event also was a chance to show 
off how the facility has expanded in 20 
years. At first, the massive cross was the 
only thing that stood on the grounds.

In 2005, the visitors center opened to 
the public, followed by public displays 
of the Ten Commandments that sur-
round the cross and a growing set of 
sculptures. Those sculptures are sched-
uled to grow, with plans to build eight 
new statues depicting Jesus’ life from 
beginning to end to resurrection.

With continued expansion comes a 
need for additional volunteers to join 
those like Malia Jackson, who came 
to the event with her friend, Shannon 
McClurg. Jackson wants to see more 
people volunteer, and she decided to 
come out largely because she didn’t 
come to many of the events that hap-
pen at the Cross, despite her status as 
a volunteer. She also wanted to show 
off the pride that she has for the com-
munity she holds dear.

“In a way, I want to show off the commu-
nity that I’m so proud of,” Jackson said.

McClurg hopes people see the idea 
of hope that the Cross can provide to 
them, whether they’re just driving by or 
stopping in.

“When you look into the Cross, you can 
find truth, light and hope,” McClurg 
said. “To be on dark roads and to know 
that there’s something more, that’s 
what this is all about.”

Cross at the 
Crossroads
A symbol of spirit, faith and community

Zach Roth photo
The Cross at the 

Crossroads stood tall 
on Sept. 11, 2021 as 

people celebrated the 
20th anniversary of the 

community staple.
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Effingham City Elected 
Officials

The City of Effingham is a non-home rule unit which operates 
under a commission form of government. The City Council 
is comprised of a mayor and four commissioners who are 
elected for four-year terms.

An appointed city administrator who serves at the direction 
of the mayor and City Council assists the City Council with 
the development and implementation of policy and in the 
administration and oversight of the day-to-day operations of 
the City.

Effingham is a full-service City providing law enforcement 
services, fire fighting and fire prevention services, liquor 
control code enforcement, fire code enforcement services, 
economic development, tourism, library, and public works 
services that include streets, water, sanitary sewer, storm 
sewer, building code, plumbing code, and electrical code.

Effingham City Council
Meetings are on the first and third Tuesdays of each month 
at 5 p.m. at city hall.

Effingham Plan Commission
Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. at city hall.
Brian Hayes – Chairman
Dave Storm - Vice Chairman
Mark Thies 
Theresa Hillyer
Cindy Vogel
Michael McHugh
Ken Wohltman
Clint Spruell
Alan Harris

Mike Schutzbach, 
Mayor: mschutzbach@
effinghamil.com

Hank Stephens, 
Commissioner: hstephens@
effinghamil.com

Larry Micenheimer, 
Commissioner: 
lmicenheimer@
effinghamil.com

Effingham City Council

Merv Gillenwater, 
Commissioner: 
mgillenwater@
effinghamil.com

Libby Moeller, 
Commissioner: lmoeller@
effinghamil.com

Effingham Police Department
110 S 3rd St.
Effingham, IL 62401 
217-347-0774 
Police Chief Jason McFarland

Effingham Fire Department
505 W Fayette Ave.
Effingham, IL 62401
217-342-4131
Fire Chief Brant Yochum 

Effingham Public Library Board of 
Directors
Matt Greider, Co-President:  
217-342-1065
Jared Chesnut, Co-President:  
217-663-3047 
Shelby Dasenbrock, Treasurer:  
217-240-0118
Charlene Topel, Secretary:  
217-342-4079
Lisa Koerner: 217-821-3308
Steve Miller: 217-343-5300
Rod Wiethop: 217-347-5442
Jennifer Wilson: 217-343-6776
Kathy Pals: 217-663-0971

Effingham Park Board Members
Meetings are on the first Wednesday 
of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Administrative Office of the Park 
District at 1906 South Fourth St. 
President Russ Sehy: sehyfamily5@
gmail.com

Vice President Mike Cunningham: 
mikecunningham731@yahoo.com
Jason Semple: jsemple@
dieterichbank.com
Angie Kronewitter: angshopping@
hotmail.com
Kevin Palmer: 
kpalmer@stanthony.com
Call them at 217-342-4415.
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State and Federal Officials

President Joe Biden (D)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500
202-456-1111

U.S. Sen. Richard J. 
Durbin (D)
525 S. Eighth St.
Springfield, IL 62703
217-492-4062

U.S. Sen. Tammy 
Duckworth (D)
230 S. Dearborn St., Suite 
3900
Chicago, IL 60604
312-886-3506

U.S. Rep. Mary Miller, 
R-Oakland
Illinois District 15
1529 Longworth House 
Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-1315
Phone: 202-225-5271

Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D)
Office of the Governor
207 State House, 
Springfield, IL 62706
governor@state.il.us
217-782-0244

State Rep. Blaine 
Wilhour, R-Beecher City
107th House District
213-N Stratton Office 
Building
Springfield, IL 62706
217-782-0066

State Rep. Adam Niemerg, 
R-Dieterich
109th House District
107 W. Main St.
Teutopolis, IL 62467
217-813-6036
E-mail: niemerg@ilhousegop.org

State Sen. Jason Plummer, 
R-Edwardsville
54th Senate District
309-M Capitol Building
Springfield, IL 62706
217-782-5755
Email: senator@
senatorjasonplummer.com

State Sen. Darren Bailey, 
R-Louisville
55th Senate District
152 S. Church Street
P.O. Box I
Louisville, IL 62858
(618) 665-4109

Federal government

State government
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Private Schools
St. Anthony High School
9th thru 12th grade
304 E Roadway Ave., 
Effingham
217-342-6969
stanthony.com
Rev. Al Allen, 
Superintendent
Greg Fearday, Principal

St. Anthony Grade School
Preschool thru 8th grade
405 N. Second, Effingham
217-347-0419
stanthony.com
Rev. Al Allen, 
Superintendent
Cody Rincker, Principal

Sacred Heart Grade School
K-8th grade
Kids For Christ Preschool
Ages 3-5
407 S Henrietta, Effingham
217-342-4060
sheff.org
Angela Sheehan, Principal

Montessori Kids Universe 
Pre-K
2201 Willenborg St., Suite B, 
Effingham
217-559-1880

Altamont Lutheran 
Interparish School
7 S Edwards, Altamont
618-483-6428
Robinette Flach, Principal

Buckeye Friends School
Ages 5-12
10110 IL-33, Effingham
217-708-5168

Discovery Christian School
K-8th Grade
2511 S. Veterans Drive, 
Effingham
217-347-8982

Colleges
Lake Land College
Kluthe Center of Higher 
Education & Technology
1204 Network Centre 
Boulevard
Effingham, IL 62401
217-540-3555
Karen Kull, Director

Eastern Illinois University
600 Lincoln Ave.
Charleston, IL 61920
217-581-2011 
David Glassman, President
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Schools
Altamont Unit 10
7 S. Ewing St.
Altamont, IL 62411 
618-483-6195.

Board of Education
Dale Laue, President 
Kerry Wolff, Vice President
Alan Kollmann, Secretary 
Alan Shumaker
Dane Milleville
Chris Guse
Martin Reyes
Terri Beal

To contact board members: contact-
boe@altamontschools.org

Administration
Superintendent: Casey Adam 
cadam@altamontschools.org

Altamont High School Principal
Peggy Bueker
pbueker@altamontschools.org

Altamont Grade School Principal
Doug Hill
dhill@altamontschools.org 

Beecher City Unit 20
438 Hwy 33
Beecher City, IL 62414
Phone: 618-487-5100 

Board of Education
Lee Roadarmel, President
David Doty, Vice President
Jordan Shields, Secretary
Shane Burks
Darren Doty
Aaron Summers
Ryan Schaefer

Administration
Superintendent
Philip Lark
plark@beechercity.org

Beecher City Grade School
Principal
Karen Hanfland
khanfland@beechercity.org

Dieterich Unit 30
205 S. Pine St.
Dieterich, IL 62424
217-925-5249

Board of Education
Cory Niebrugge, President
Doug Baxter, Vice President
Charity Bohnhoff, Secretary 
Devin Aherin
Thad Goebel
Anita Bierman
Daniel Niemerg

To contact the school board: 
schoolboard@dieterichschools.org 

Administration
Superintendent
Cary Jackson
cjackson@dieterichschools.org 

Junior-Senior High School
Principal
Scott Kocher
skocher@dieterichschools.org

Dieterich Elementary School
Principal
Josh Benefiel
jbenefiel@dieterichschools.org

Effingham Unit 40
2803 South Banker St.
Effingham, IL 62401 
(217) 540-1500 

Board of Education
Robin Klosterman-President
Jill Wendling-Vice-President
Jane Willenborg-Secretary
Steve Bone
Brad Waldhoff
Chad Thompson
Desha Wear 

To contact board members: 
boardofeducation@unit40.org  

Administration
Superintendent
Andy Johnson 

Unit 40 Preschool 
215 N First Street
Principal
Jennifer Fox  

Early Learning Center
Principal
Jennifer Fox

Central Grade School
Principal
Todd Schuette

South Side School
Principal
Cheri Marten

Effingham Junior High School
Principal
Charlie Schwerman

Effingham High School
Principal
Kurt Roberts

Teutopolis Unit 50
801 W. Main St.
Teutopolis, IL 62467
217-857-3535 

Board of Education
Courtney Tegeler, President
Troy Ozenkoski, Vice President
Chandler Hewing, Secretary
Toby McMahon
Traci Martin
Erin Ordner

To contact board members: 
unit50board@ttown.k12.il.us 

Administration
Superintendent
Matthew Sturgeon
sturgeonm@ttown.k12.il.us

Teutopolis High School Principal
Tanner Lawson

Teutopolis Junior High School
Principal
Pat Drees
dreesp@ttown.k12.il.us

Teutopolis Grade School
Principal
Sherry Hoehn
hoehns@ttown.k12.il.us



Inspired by love of family and caring about people.
SBL Altamont Medical Center

Jerry Esker
President & CEO

Sarah Bush Lincoln 

“We are beyond pleased 
that Dr. Opilka and his 
staff chose to join our 
team. They have an 
excellent reputation 
for quality, and we 
are confident that it 
will complement our 
growing presence in 
our southern market. 
This partnership helps 
us provide more 
extensive care to the 
community.”

SBL Altamont Medical Center
8 North Third Street

618-483-6151
www.sarahbush.org

left to right
– Katie Koester, APRN
– Kim Burgess, APRN
– John Opilka, DO

– Heather Forys, APRN
– Randi Berg, APRN


