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4-H kids shine in speech contest What a great weekend!

Everyone is an award-winning ribbon holder in this joyous, talented gathering of 4-H members celebrating their speech competition results at last
week’s County fair.
– Tribune photo by W.A. Ewing
For the second year running, this
writer was honored to be a judge during
the 4-H speech contest during the
County Fair. And, as noted last year,
the event—driven inside the Saddle
Club building because of the threat of
rain affecting presentations in the show
ring—brought out all that is right and
good and decent and forward-thinking in this community. When youth
are supported, affirmed, mentored, and
nurtured by caring and compassionate
adults they seem to rise to high expectations, dedicating themselves to community building values and behaviors.
At least that is the case with the many
4-H programs, and the members and
volunteers who give hours and hours of
service to skill building and advocating
good habits for life competency. From
animal husbandry to rocketry and back
again, our Custer County kids have the
opportunity to enhance their inquisitiveness, desire to learn, and planning appropriately for a positive future.
What showed brightly and repeatedly in the speech competition was the
development of critical thinking, an
asset lacking in so many aspects of contemporary life and living. These young

people evidenced in both prepared and
spontaneous speaking the careful construction of completed, cogent, clear,
sometimes gutsy, factually-supported
commentary on a variety of topics: citizenship, career building, friendship,
plain ol’ having fun in and with life, celebration, team work, and family values–
the real ones, not the concocted fancies
of politically, and financially-motivated
professional “influencers.”
Their mentors, teachers and families are to be lauded, and Custer County
youth deserve to be continually surrounded by these positive efforts to leave
a legacy of wisdom, hope, good energy,
and sound heads, hearts, hands, health. If
that last turn of phrase sounds like 4-H,
that’s because it is.
Tuesday evening, July 12, held a
couple of proud hours for our community, and there is absolutely no reason
why that energy, healthy collaboration,
and positive celebration of community
couldn’t be a 24/7 reality here, now.
Thank you, 4-H youth, for showing
us not only who you are, but who we
adults can be.
– W.A. Ewing

The Colorado state flag was proudly shown at the start of Friday night’s rodeo performance with the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in the background.
– Tribune photo by Ellen Glover
For the first time in several years, the
public was free to fully enjoy the rodeo weekend and County Fair. The highlight of the
week was the two evening performances at
the 76th Annuals Wet Mountain Valley Saddle
Club Stampede Rodeo. With the action starting at 7 p.m. and a concert starting at 10 p.m.,
the area rocked until midnight. The only complaint seems to have come from cattle out on
the Valley floor trying to catch some rest after
a hard day grazing green grass.

Thousands attended the two performances and hundreds more attended the
livestock auction on Saturday.
A note to readers. The fair results and
auction results will be printed in the next
couple of weeks. It takes time for the Extension Office to compile the awards and
results.
We have a photo feature on page nine of
this edition of the Friday night event.
– Jordan Hedberg

Wildlife Officer updates status of Lake DeWeese algae bloom and hungry bears

Last summer blue-green algae kept people out of DeWeese
Reservoir in Custer County. An algae bloom is harmful if
touched or ingested, according to Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Officer Justin Krall, and he is encouraging people and pets to
stay vigilant about the water. DeWeese Reservoir is located just
north of Westcliffe and it's a popular fishing spot. The water is
fine for now and fishing is allowed, but it is wise to be careful.
“We test the water every Monday for any changes in the
water chemistry and whether the algae are changing. After
four weeks of testing the water remains stable; however, that
could change,” he said. He attributed the good situation to
cooler and rainier weather in the area.
More Information from Colorado Parks
and Wildlife
To determine if an algae bloom is toxic, officials use lab
tests and test strips. Toxic algae can resemble thick pea soup,
spilled paint on the water's surface, and/or create a thick mat
of foam along the shoreline.

If you see possible signs of toxic algae:
• Keep kids and animals out of the water.
• Don't swim or wade.
• Don't drink the water and know that it's never safe to
drink water from lakes or rivers.
• When boating, avoid the areas with the algae.
• Clean fish well with potable water, and discard the guts.
• Contact poison control at 1-800-222-1222, or a health
care provider, if people or animals have symptoms.
Hungry Bears on the Move
Krall also talked about how this year will be a tough
one for Custer County’s bear population. Just as the scrub
oak bloom was about to take place the last snow storm in
May froze the vegetation, which means no acorns for the
bears before hibernation.
“The bears normally eat 20,000 calories a day in August
and September, mainly in acorns. The bears are on the move,
“he said. “Without this food source they will be looking else-

where to make up the deficit. To be safe take down the bird
feeders, pick up pet food and trash, and string electric fences
around your chicken coops. A bear can kill a whole flock of
chickens in a short time,” Krall commented . “If you need to
protect your chickens, give me a call at 719-371-2240, and I
will help you with that,” he added.
Krall recommended people close windows, doors and
garages, and don’t leave anything in your cars. Once the
bears learn that an open door leads to food, they won’t
be deterred and then it becomes a life or death situation
for the bears. “It’s a tough situation for the animals. The
bears will be out day and night to pack on the calories.
Help keep bears safe by observing safety protocols and
prevent them from being destroyed. They have lost habitat and we don’t have enough space to relocate bears in
Colorado,” he said.
– Ellen Glover

