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Flower blasts Canda and Day over recall and lawsuit
The regular meeting of the Custer Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) on September 6 started off with the
long-delayed bang of Tom Flower’s public response to the
role his fellow Commissioners, Bill Canda and Kevin Day,
played in using a former employee’s accusations of harassment to censure Flower earlier in the year, actions which
played a part in prompting a recall petition against Flower.
He also addressed the federal lawsuit filed against the
BOCC, as well as Canda and Day as individuals, by the Wet
Mountain Tribune, for First Amendment violations. (Canda
and Day voted to award the contract for printing the county’s
legal notices to local self-proclaimed partisan newsletter the
Sentinel, despite the fact that the Sentinel’s bid was twice
as expensive and their circulation was half of the Tribune’s.
Statements made by Canda and Day at the time indicated
that their vote was a retaliatory move against the Tribune for
publishing articles critical of the BOCC.)
“I don’t have a lot to report,” Flower began, during Commissioner Items: “I do have a couple things I would like to
talk about.” One of those things was the recall petition. “I got
a copy [of the petition with its signatures.] Subsequently, I got
a lot of people saying that they had been coerced into signing.
Tactics from petitioners seemed to reek of desperation. I saw
a hand-written sign taped to a state highway sign (outside the
Sentinel office). I’ve had people ask me, “why don’t you set
the record straight on the allegations?” There was only one
substantive issue, and that was my vote to authorize overtime
pay for Public Health employees, and that was a unanimous
vote.” (Flower’s wife Cindi was an employee of the Public
Health Department at the time, a fact that the recall petitioners
seized on to accuse Flower of ethics violations.)
“I was also told by individuals that the [recall] committee
never disclosed that there were two authorized statements on
the recall petition. It also seems that the committee resorted
to flat-out lying. I was told by people asked to sign the petition that when they asked why [about the recall effort], they
were told that I had broken a student’s arm – I abused my
students while I was teaching, that I was fired, that there was
a lawsuit that was settled out of court – none of these things
were true. In my 23 years of teaching, I had a student whose
arm was broken at a construction site – a two-by four slipped
down the wall. Certainly, I had nothing to do with that, other
than being the teacher responsible for students at the site.
“I also understand that there is an official protest [of the
recall] underway, and if that occurs, most likely the recall
will not go on the November ballot, but have to occur at
a special election, which will triple or quadruple the cost
to the taxpayer. If the majority of the voters in this county

A cold front brought a misty fog to the Wet Mountain Valley last Sunday morning, it was the first sign of
autumn and the winter to come.
– Courtesy photo by Christoph Stopka
don’t want me in office I’ll be the first to say I’ll be glad to
go, [but not if] it’s what 20 or 30 loud vocal people want...I
find it ironic that I was elected via a recall and now I’m
the subject of a recall – so for me to say ‘I don’t believe in
recalls’ would be an ignorant statement.
“The other thing I wanted to talk about was this federal
lawsuit we’re involved in,” Flower continued, addressing
Canda and Day: “This lawsuit was filed in US District Court
by the Wet Mountain Tribune against the BOCC. I’ve given
thought to what I’ve been subjected to – all of that was handled
in public – I’ve been laid out, flayed out, ridiculed, embarrassed and all in the public eye – and I find it ironic that we are
now in a federal frickin’ lawsuit, in my opinion, because of
ignorant statements you two gentlemen made when we were
voting on whether or not to give the WMT the bid for the
legals. I think if you had voted and not interjected your idiotic
personal comments we wouldn’t be in this lawsuit.
“Obviously Commissioner Canda is up for [election],
so I get why you wouldn’t want to talk in public about this
lawsuit. Bill, you lied to the public when you said I had created a hostile work environment – it wasn’t true then, and it
isn’t true now. I just think that it’s all great and fine that you
throw me to the wolves in a public meeting, but now you
don’t want to talk about this lawsuit in public. Well, I will – I
didn’t agree with the vote on the paper of record, and I don’t
agree with it to this day but this is a board of three people
– we will see what happens in this whole lawsuit thing –
I think, Mr. Smith, that these discussion held in executive

session should stay there, but we have an obligation to the
public to be open about this – I held to your advice with
Channel 9 News, but if someone in this community wants to
know, should we have a statement?”
“That advice came from the attorney [representing the
BOCC], not me,” County Attorney Clint Smith replied. “I
think all three of you can make a comment individually, not
as a Board.”
“Should the same attorney represent both the BOCC and
Canda and Day individually – are they one and the same, or
two different things?” Flower asked.
“It’s two different things, as [Canda and Day] can face
personal liability, but the BOCC is who is being sued as a
political entity,” Smith said. “All lawsuits have to name
the BOCC, even if it’s other county employees being sued.
I can understand wanting to separate the Board from individuals – I don’t think CTSI [the county’s insurance company] would be willing to pay for separate attorneys for
the Board and Canda and Day individually, but we can
approach them and see.”
“Obviously I am on the record as voting against awarding
the contract to the Sentinel – I stand by that,” said Flower.
“It was a mistake, and I said here that I’ve heard many
table-pounding speeches about the Constitution and our oath
and what it stands for, including the First Amendment, and I
find it very ironic that we are now facing a lawsuit on First
Amendment violations.”
– Elliot Jackson

Adams and Canda highlight their campaign focuses
In a welcome departure this political
season from dis-information, name-calling,
and fabricated tales about opponents, the
local American Legion hosted, on Tuesday,
September 6, a public forum for the candidates for the District 1 Board of County
Commissioners seat: incumbent Bill Canda
(R) and unaffiliated Deb Adams. In keeping
with that part of the Legion’s constituted
commission related to community outreach
and non-partisanship, Commander Richard
Posadas warmly welcomed the almost 40
guests to the event, encouraging any who
had not yet done so, to register to vote.
The solemn rituals associated with
the opening of American Legion meetings—presentation of the colors, Pledge of
Allegiance, acknowledgement of MIAs/
POWs—set the tone for the quiet, calm, and
content-filled event that followed. Making
it clear that each candidate had 15 minutes
to present what they had prepared, and that
any follow up questions were to be focused
on the local contest only, Commander Posadas flipped a coin to determine who would
be first at the podium. Adams was asked to
make the call—“Heads!—and heads it was.
Adams lead off by thanking the Legion
for hosting the event, and astutely pointed out

that she, like the Legion, is unaffiliated and
non-partisan. She then moved forward with
about a dozen minutes of reflection on Custer
County affairs, maintaining an extremely
positive note in her commentaries.
Drawing on her experience in local leadership capacities, while referencing her 35
years of business and civic leadership prior
to her move to Custer County some five
years ago, Adams drew considerably on
her experience of both residents and visitors through her active engagement with
the Tourism Board. “Newcomers are here,”
she said, “not to change our lifestyle, but
to participate in it.” She recounted as matters within her purview attainable housing,
salary structures, ensuring the proper education of our youth, broadband expansion,
economic development and grants, along
with a desire for all to be successful here.
Adams encouraged residents to “return to
the day when we were neighborly and civil,
treated each other with respect, and helpfully
promoted peace and goodwill…Our future
welfare depends on listening, respecting,
and worthwhile dialogue.” Ending on the
assurance that she would govern with care,
confidence, and trust, with mutual respect
for all, remaining open to new ideas and

concepts while working together, Adams
made clear that “You have a choice in this
election, and I humbly ask for your vote.”
With three minutes of her time remaining, Adams confidently fielded questions
from the audience regarding her qualifications and commitment to accountability,
how she would have handled the Flower/
Hobby kerfuffle, and where she stood in
regard to the Constitution.
Commissioner Canda immediately followed, although he used his allotted time
for presentation only, leaving no time for Q
and A. He made it clear that he wanted to
inform the audience of “who I am, what I
have done, and where I want to go.” Coming
down heavily on his being “a son of this
community,” he cited his fourth-generation
status, with fifth and sixth following him
here in the Valley, emphasizing the values of
“family, community, and country,” followed
quickly by reference to the freedoms the
Constitution gives, “with unbounded faith,
love of God, family, and freedom.”
Calling himself “a strong workaholic,”
Canda moved into paralleling Civil War and
War of Independence soldiers as evidencing the kind of togetherness and commitment, “taking a stand,” he brings to life and

office. Also referencing his USAF career,
Canda noted his own confidence in “getting
people to do great things.” He added that
in his capacity as a County Commissioner,
“I work for ‘We, the People,’ not the President, not the State, but for the republic,”
an apparent nod to the current sentiment
in a large swath of his political party, that
the US is not a democracy, but a republic. Moving on to his priorities as Commissioner, he listed promoting business
expansion, infrastructure improvement,
maintaining property and water rights,
agri-business,
environmentally-friendly
activities, the need to be independent—he
cited, of China, specifically–, developing
all skills of our youth, and “preventing government overreach.”
The audience remained attentive, apparently focused, and indeed, civil in a pleasant
civic event. Again, with thanks to the American Legion, its traditions and dedication, the
community was able to quietly listen in on the
candidates’ thoughts and aspirations, making
it clear that, indeed, county voters have a
choice for District 1 BOCC representation.
Register. Vote.
– W.A. Ewing

