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State launches
Senate approves bill to aid
fund to train new vets exposed to toxic burn pits
police officers
ALBUQUERQUE (AP) — New Mexico hopes to bolster the
ranks of small law enforcement agencies around the state with a
new fund that will be dedicated to helping with the costs of training and equipping new police officers.
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham and other officials gathered Tuesday in Albuquerque to announce the fund. With an initial investment of $800,000 through the federal Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act, state officials estimate they will have enough to
support training for 80 new officers.
New Mexico Department of Public Safety Secretary Jason Bowie acknowledged that law enforcement agencies across the state
and elsewhere in the U.S. are struggling with recruiting and retaining officers.
"This effort to incentivize the recruitment of police officers aims
to address head-on the shortfall in police officers and will serve to
decrease crime in many cities across New Mexico, in turn increasing the quality of life for New Mexicans," he said in a statement.
Public safety is among the top issues in this year's gubernatorial
campaign, as New Mexico has struggled with persistently high violent crime rates that have outpaced the national average for years.
Legislative analysts also have reported that New Mexico had
fewer officers per capita than the national average at the beginning
of last year and would need to hire more than 400 officers to reach
the national rate.
Lujan Grisham, who is running for reelection, has been touting
her efforts to boost pay for law enforcement. With the state flush
with cash, the first-term Democrat won legislative support earlier
this year for pay raises for state police officers and for the creation
of a fund to provide periodic retention bonuses.
Her opponent, Republican Mark Ronchetti, has pointed to declining morale among police officers, saying they need more support to do their jobs. He also has said he would push for legislation
to stiffen criminal penalties and make it easier to hold defendants
in jail pending trial.
Lujan Grisham was unsuccessful in her push of legislation to address what many have described as a revolving door by detaining
people charged with certain violent crimes until trial. Some Democrats in the Senate blocked the proposal, arguing that it would do
little to reduce crime.

WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP) — A bill enhancing health care and disability benefits
for millions of veterans exposed to toxic
burn pits won final approval in the Senate
on Tuesday, ending a brief stalemate over
the measure that had infuriated advocates
and inspired some to camp outside the Capitol.
The Senate approved the bill by a vote of
86-11. It now goes to President Joe Biden's
desk to be signed into law. Biden described
the legislation as the biggest expansion of
benefits for service-connected health issues
in 30 years and the largest single bill ever to
address exposure to burn pits.
"I look forward to signing this bill, so that
veterans and their families and caregivers
impacted by toxic exposures finally get the
benefits and comprehensive health care
they earned and deserve," Biden said.
The Senate had overwhelming approved
the legislation back in June, but a do-over
was required to make a technical fix. That

process derailed when Republicans made a
late attempt to change another aspect of the
bill last week and blocked it from advancing.
The abrupt delay outraged veterans
groups and advocates, including comedian
Jon Stewart. It also placed GOP senators in
the uncomfortable position of delaying the
top legislative priority of service organizations this session of Congress.
A group of veterans and their families
have been camping out at the Capitol since
that vote. They had endured thunderstorms
and Washington's notorious summer humidity, but they were in the galleries as
senators cast their votes.
"You can go home knowing the good
and great thing you have done and accomplished for the United States of America,"
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y., told them.
The legislation expands access to health
care through the Department of Veterans

Affairs for millions who served near burn
pits. It also directs the VA to presume that
certain respiratory illnesses and cancers
were related to burn pit exposure, allowing
veterans to obtain disability payments to
compensate for their injury without having
to prove the illness was a result of their service.
Roughly 70% of disability claims related
to burn pit exposure are denied by the VA
due to lack of evidence, scientific data and
information from the Defense Department.
The military used burn pits to dispose of
such things as chemicals, cans, tires, plastics and medical and human waste.
Hundreds of thousands of Vietnam War
era veterans and survivors also stand to
benefit from the legislation. The bill adds
hypertension, or high blood pressure, as a
presumptive disease associated with Agent
Orange exposure.
(See VETS, Page 5)

Gallup Intertribal Ceremonial
hosting 100th anniversary event

NMDOH to provide update
on COVID situation Thursday
SANTA FE -- The New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH)
will provide an update on the COVID-19 situation in New Mexico
this week.
Dr. David R. Scrase, M.D., acting NMDOH secretary, will hold a
press conference at 11 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 4. The 45-minute event
will include a short presentation and address submitted questions
from the media first.
The conference will be streamed live on the NMDOH Facebook
page and with a Spanish-language interpreter on Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham's YouTube channel.

N.M. eviction prevention efforts
lauded at White House summit
SANTA FE – Supreme Court Chief Justice C. Shannon Bacon
on Tuesday outlined successful efforts in New Mexico to prevent
evictions, and the state’s initiatives were lauded by a White House
official as a model for reform.
Speaking virtually at a White House summit on eviction prevention, the Chief Justice described how the Supreme Court in March
2020 ordered a moratorium on evictions for inability to pay rent
and this year phased in a court-based Eviction Prevention and Diversion Program to assist tenants and landlords.
The state has awarded over $148 million for rent, utilities, emergency housing and moving costs to help more than 44,000 households. The Department of Finance and Administration oversees
the relief efforts funded by the federal American Rescue Plan to
stabilize housing during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Eviction filing rates have remained about 64% of historic averages statewide since a federal eviction moratorium ended in 2021
and eviction filings in Albuquerque have stayed at about 59% of
historic averages, according to data from the White House and the
Eviction Lab at Princeton University.
“We are really proud of this work,” said Chief Justice Bacon.
“But it is just the start.”
New Mexico’s eviction prevention program was developed
through the collaborative work of courts, state agencies, property
owners, housing advocates, providers of legal services and local
governments. Efforts are underway on “legislative reform to make
space within the eviction scheme for programs like the Eviction
Prevention and Diversion Program becoming the norm and making it mandatory,” the Chief Justice said.
The program’s “navigators” contact tenants and landlords after
the filing of an eviction case.
(See EVICTION, Page 5)

Local Weather
Forecast
Tonight, scattered showers and thunderstorms, mainly before
1 a.m. Mostly cloudy with a low around 74. South winds 5 to
10 mph, becoming north after midnight. Chance of precipitation
30 percent.
Thursday, a 30-percent chance of showers and thunderstorms
after 1 p.m. Mostly sunny and hot with a high near 100.
Northwest winds 5 to 10 mph, becoming east in the afternoon.

The Zuni Olla Maidens in 1940 and today
GALLUP -- The Gallup Intertribal Ceremonial, founded in 1922, will celebrate its 100th anniversary event beginning Thursday in
Gallup.
This year's event will be full of activities celebrating Native American and Indigenous heritage and culture and will welcome tribes
from North America and around the world, visitors to Gallup and local residents, rodeo participants, Queen and Princess candidates,
youth participants, and local businesses and organizations.
The ceremonial will run from Aug. 4-14 and will feature the following events:
• Kick-off night parade: Thursday, Aug. 4
• Virtual Artisan Market, running Aug. 4-14
• 5K Run/Walk: Friday, Aug. 5
• One World Beat performances: Aug. 5-6 at Red Rock Park
(See GALLUP, Page 3)

China, U.S. allies divided over Pelosi visit
BEIJING (AP) — U.S. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan has drawn
bipartisan support at home and backing
among the world's democracies.
Meanwhile, China, which claims Taiwan
as its own territory with no right to an independent identity, has rallied support among
fellow authoritarian states. The divided
opinions speak both to China's growing
global influence and the backlash that has
prompted among the world's liberal societies.
President Joe Biden's administration was
not openly supportive of Pelosi's trip, with
the president himself saying the military
felt it was "not a good idea right now" amid
heightened tensions between the sides.
China has responded to the visit by announcing a series of days-long military exercises surrounding Taiwan and issuing a
stream of invective aimed at the U.S. and
Taiwan governments, accusing them of
colluding to undermine Chinese sovereignty and national security. China in 2016 severed contacts with independence-leaning
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen over her
refusal to endorse its insistence that the island and mainland are part of a single Chinese nation.
"This action is a solemn deterrent against
the recent major escalation of the negative
actions of the United States on the Taiwan
issue, and a serious warning to the 'Taiwan
independence' forces seeking 'independence,'" the People's Liberation Army's
Eastern Theater command said in a state-

ment Tuesday.
Exercises will include air and sea drills
and long-range missile targeting, the statement said. Operators are already bracing
for disruptions to civil aviation and commercial shipping.
The Chinese response has sparked concerns about a new Taiwan Strait crisis, similar to that of 1995-96, when China held
threatening military exercises and bracketed the island with missile strikes in waters
north and south of its main ports. Despite
the sides separating amid civil war more
than 70 years ago, China has maintained
its threat to invade and has massively increased its capabilities through investments
in missiles, navy ships and its air force.
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, whose country's ties with China
have nosedived in recent years, declined to
comment specifically Wednesday on Pelosi's visit. However, he noted: "We live in
an era where the strategic competition and
increased tension in our region and where
China has taken a more aggressive posture
in the region."
"But our position on Taiwan is clear," he
added. "We don't want to see any unilateral
change to the status quo and we'll continue
to work with partners to promote peace and
stability across the Taiwan Strait."
Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno also avoided commenting on
Pelosi's Taiwan visit, but raised concern
about China's planned live-fire military exercises in the regional seas that encompass

parts of Japan's Exclusive Economic Zone.
Matsuno said Japan has conveyed Tokyo's
"concerns" to Beijing about the exercise.
"The peace and stability of the Taiwan
Strait is important not only for Japan's national security but also for the international community, and Japan's position is that
we expect peaceful solution of the issues
surrounding Taiwan through dialogue,"
Matsuno said.
Chinese ally North Korea, meanwhile,
used the visit to accuse the U.S. of being
"the root cause of harassed peace and security in the region," and said it supported
Beijing in the confrontation surrounding
Pelosi's visit.
"We vehemently denounce any external
force's interference in the issue of Taiwan,
and fully support the Chinese government's
just stand to resolutely defend the sovereignty of the country and territorial integrity," a government spokesperson was quoted as saying. "The U.S. scheme to disturb
the growth and development of China and
its efforts for accomplishing the cause of
reunification is bound to go bankrupt."
Russia — another Chinese ally and whose
invasion of Ukraine has fueled concerns
over China's own threat to annex Taiwan by
force — called the visit a "clear provocation, which is in line with the United States'
aggressive policy aimed at comprehensively containing China."
Beijing "has the right to take measures to
defend its sovereignty ...
(See CHINA, Page 8)

Weather Report

We know how you feel, kids, but...

The New Mexico State University Ag Science Center south
of Artesia reported the high Tuesday was 100 degrees, while
the 24-hour low reached 73. It was 76 degrees at 7 a.m. today.
One year ago today, the high was 88 degrees and the low was
67.

It's back-to-school time again. Make sure mom and dad see all the
goods that will help send their kids back in style in the Daily Press,
where thousands of subscribers will see your ad. Guaranteed.

The minimum 10-inch soil temperature is 83 degrees.

Call 575-746-3524 or email display@artesianews.com

