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Graveside funeral services for Cynthia Sue Russell Barber, 66, of Carthage, Texas, formerly of Mississippi, will be 10 a.m., Thursday, October 1, 2026, at Odd Fellows Cemetery with Rev. David Sexton officiating. Burial will follow under the direction of Hawthorn Funeral Home.
     Cynthia was born an Army brat on April 9, 1960, in Fort Bragg, North Carolina. She passed this life peacefully on Friday, September 25, 2026 at her home in Carthage.
     She was one of four children born to the marriage of Malcolm Dean and Iris Verle Hobbs Russell. As the daughter of a U.S. Army serviceman, Cynthia was raised and attended schools in many different locations before starting her career as a paramedic and serving at Brownsville EMS in Texas and Rural Metro Ambulance in Florida. She was proud to serve others and care for those in her community.
     Cynthia loved her Lord and her family above all else. She was a member of Bethel Baptist Church in Walls, Mississippi where serving her church and ministering to others was an important part of her life. Her life's work and greatest earthly treasures were her children, James Brandon Barber and Patricia Sue Wright.
     Her greatest blessings were her grandchildren: Weston Jacob, Tucker Cole, Brandon Liam, Mason Luke, Indiana Violet, and Emmett James. They brought her unimaginable joy and she treasured every moment shared with them.
     Cynthia was preceded in death by her parents, Malcolm Russell and Iris Hobbs Stone, and her brother, James McLawhorn. Those left to cherish her memory include her son, James Barber and wife Karelys of Nesbit, Mississippi; daughter, Patricia Wright and husband Jacob of Carthage; sisters, Becky Roberts and husband Randy of Carthage and Donna Davis of Orlando, Florida; grandchildren Weston Wright, Tucker Wright, Brandon Barber, Mason Wright, Indiana Wright, and Emmett Wright; one niece and four nephews; and a host of friends. Serving as pallbearers will be James Barber, Jacob Wright, Austin Davis, Kenneth Booten, Adam Booten, and Randy Roberts. Honorary pallbearers will be Brandon Barber, Weston Wright, Tucker Wright, and Mason Wright.        

     Cynthia's life was one of service, faith, and love. She will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved her, but her memory will live on in the lives of the many people she served and, most especially, in the hearts of her family.
  An online guestbook may be signed at: www.hawthornfuneralhome.com
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