
Thursday, August 15, 2019

Londonderry’s Old 
Home Day celebration 
includes many historical 
activities taking 
place at the Morrison 
House museum on 
Pillsbury Road. There 
will be historic tours, 
demonstrations by 
artisans and military 
encampment activities. 
Old Home Day is Aug. 
14-18.

SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE EDITION

FINAL-1 Mon, Aug 12, 2019 10:51:32 PM



   
 D

er
ry

 N
ew

s 
• 

N
U

T
F

IE
L

D
 3

00
T

H
 A

N
N

IV
E

R
S

A
R

Y
 •

  T
h

u
rs

d
ay

, A
u

gu
st

 1
5,

 2
01

9 
   

 S
2     ﻿

Spindel Eye Associates Offers:
• 24-hour on-call physician for emergency eye care
• Routine eye exams
• Medical eye care
• Custom laser vision correction
• Cataract surgery with multifocal lens implants such as ReStor and Tecnis
• Glaucoma treatment
• Macular degeneration treatment
• Contact lens fitting
• Botox injections and facial fillers such as Juvederm, Radiesse, Restylane, and Voluma  
 cosmetic eyelid surgery
• Cosmetic eye surgery
• Diabetic retinopathy treatment

Our Areas of Specialization...
• Macular Degeneration
• Diseases of the Vitreous and Retina
• Botox, Fillers, Plastic Surgery of the Eyelids
• Disease of the Cornea
• Dry Eye treatment with IPL and Lipiflow

Why Choose Spindel Eye?
At Spindel Eye Associates our first priority is the safety and quality of the eye care that
we provide. Spindel Eye Associates is committed to delivering the full spectrum of
Ophthalmologic and Optometric Services to our patients, all of whom deserve the best
possible care we can provide. Our doctors are dedicated to meeting this standard and
remain well informed of the ongoing changes in this very high-tech field of medicine.

Gerald P.  
Spindel, M.D.

David F.   
Vazan, M.D. 

David J.  
Ramsey, M.D. 

David A.  
Weinberg, M.D.,  
F.A.C.S.

Naveen K.  
Rao, M.D.

Sarah L.  
Wood, O.D.

John M.  
O’Block, O.D. 

Tina R. 
Porzukowiak, 
O.D.

Douglas J.  
Blair, O.D. 

DERRY
Overlook Medical Park

6 Tsienneto Road
Suite 101

Derry, NH 03038

LONDONDERRY
Orchard View Park

6 Buttrick Road
Suite 300

Londonderry, NH 03053

WINDHAM
Castle Commons
49 Range Road

Suite 106
Windham, NH 03087

www.spindeleye.com

(603) 434-4193
Fax (603) 437-6804

It is our goal to provide you with the finest care in a personalized 
environment. We would like to extend a warm welcome to all new 
patients, and encourage our existing patients to visit our offices.
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It is our goal to provide you with the finest care in a personalized environment. 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to all new patients, and encourage 
our existing patients to visit our offices.

• 24-hour on-call physician for emergency eye care
• Routine eye exams
• Medical eye care
• Custom laser vision correction
• Cataract surgery with multifocal lens implants such as ReStor and Tecnis
• Glaucoma treatment
• Macular degeneration treatment
• Contact lens fitting
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• Cosmetic eye surgery
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• Diseases of the Vitreous and Retina
• Botox, Fillers, Plastic Surgery of the Eyelids
• Disease of the Cornea
• Dry Eye treatment with IPL and Lipiflow

At Spindel Eye Associates our first priority is the safety and quality of the eye care that we provide. Spindel Eye 
Associates is committed to delivering the full spectrum of Ophthalmologic and Optometric Services to our 
patients, all of whom deserve the best possible care we can provide. Our doctors are dedicated to meeting this 
standard and remain well informed of the ongoing changes in this very high-tech field of medicine.
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Like the original Nutfield settlement, Pinkerton Academy has grown and changed with the 
times. Established in 1814, our 205-year history is an integral part of the greater community. 
Pinkerton has remained committed to its mission to ensure the growth of all students in a 
challenging, respectful, and collaborative environment.
From the days when the campus boasted a working farm to the construction of state of 
the art buildings supporting robust academic offerings, Pinkerton Academy has always 
provided diverse learning opportunities to ensure the young people of the greater Derry 
community receive an excellent high school education. Whether they enter the work force 
immediately, enlist in the military, or pursue higher education, Pinkerton graduates are 
exceptionally prepared for any career or life path they choose.
Whether making an impact by coaching youth sports or directing community theater, 
working as professionals whose careers better the lives of others, winning Emmys and 
Stanley Cup championships, or leaving footprints on the moon, our graduates have 
left their mark for over 200 years. One of the best-kept secrets in the area, the countless 
opportunities provided to all students for success make the value of a Pinkerton Academy 
education clear. We celebrate our role in the history of the greater community and embrace 
the limitless possibilities of the future. 

5 Pinkerton Street - Derry, NH 03038

603-437-5200
pinkertonacademy.org

Educating Students Since 1814

#TogetherWeArePinkerton
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 When a band of Scottish-
Irish Presbyterian families 
trekked to New England 
from Londonderry, North-
ern Ireland in 1718 to start a 
new life, they brought with 
them strong leadership in 
their ministers, including 
the Rev. James MacGregor.

They also brought hope as 
they ventured to their new 
land.

The original 16 families 
eventually came to an unoc-
cupied and ungranted tract 
of land where chestnut, 
butternut and walnut trees 
flourished — “Nutfield.”

On April 12, 1719, Mac-
Gregor delivered his first 
sermon in the new land.

“The spot chosen for this 
first religious service was 
under a large oak, on the 
east side of Beaver Pond,” 
according to George Wil-
ley’s Book of Nutfield. “Mr. 

MacGregor’s text was from 
Isaiah 32:2, ‘And a man shall 
be as a hiding place from 
the wind and a covert from 
the tempest; as rivers of 
water in a dry place; as the 
shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land.’”

Willey’s massive, 

Honoring Nutfield’s first settlers 
By Julie Huss Nutfield 300  

fun facts

Did you know...
...that the history of Cobbett’s 

Pond in Windham began with 
a man named the Rev. Thomas 
Cobbet? Cobbet received the 
pond in a land grant in 1663. 
However, he never actually lived 
on the land and neither did any 
other Europeans until 1719. Much 
of Cobbett’s Pond’s early history 
involves the Native Americans of 
the Penacook tribe who lived in 
the area.

 The graves of the earliest of Nutfield settlers are located at Forest Hill Cemetery in East Derry.Please see SETTLERS, Page S6
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www.allamericanatlondonderry.com

We Put the Emphasis on Living!
Our community in Londonderry celebrates LIVING 
in the truest sense of the word. Our community is a 
neighborhood with friendly people and accessible 
services. We offer assisted living companion 
apartments and our Rose Lane program for the 
memory impaired. From 24-hour onsite personal care 
staff and nursing to our Optimal Living Program, our 
residents get the care and support they need

All American Assisted Living at 
Londonderry

1 Button Drive Londonderry, NH 03848
603-537-9898

Happy 300th Birthday Londonderry!

LONDONDERRY COUNTRY CLUB
Golf, Pro Shop & Banquet Facilities

CELEBRATING 50 
YEARS!!

New Hampshire’s Premier
18 Hole Executive Golf Course

WHERE FRIENDS AND FAMILY PLAY

56 Kimball Rd. Londonderry | 603.432.9789 | londonderrycountryclub.com
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You’ve worked hard to achieve success. And wealth 
often results in complex financial situations that call for 
highly personalized strategies. As an Ameriprise private 
wealth advisory practice, we have the qualifications and 
experience to help you grow and preserve your wealth. 
Whether it’s investment management, tax strategies or 
legacy planning, you can count on our knowledge and 
commitment in helping you manage your sophisticated 
financial needs.

The Compass is a trademark of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2018 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (06/18)

Call us today and discover the 
personal service you deserve.

You’ve worked hard to achieve  
success. You deserve financial  
advisors who work as hard for you.

Terence G. McCormick 
CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®, CASL®, CLTC® 
Terence G. McCormick & Associates
A private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

50 Nashua Rd, Suite 202
Londonderry, NH 03053
603.437.4558
terence.g.mccormick@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/terence.g.mccormick
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comprehensive 1895 history 
of Nutfield including his 
own introduction where he 
stated that he hoped to offer 
a detailed look at the begin-
nings and the history that 
followed.

“Here is the material for 
real history,” Willey wrote. 
“Back of the so-called 
public events behind the 
acts of public bodies, lie 
the causes which spring 
from the character of the 
people and always in them 
centers our real interest. 
In the southwestern part 
of Rockingham County are 
many historic places. Many 
of her citizens have played 
as prominent a part in the 
life of State and Nation as 
those of any other section 
of New Hampshire. To pay 
fitting honor to the men 
and women of the past, 
and at the same time do 
adequate justice to those of 
the present is the object of 
this work.”

Historian Richard Holmes 
writes in his book “The 
Road To Derry” that in 
June, 1722, Nutfield received 
its charter, signed by Gov. 
Samuel Shute of Massachu-
setts and Lt. Gov. John Wen-
tworth of New Hampshrie 
on behalf of King George I of 
Great Britain.

“The new town took 
the official name of Lon-
donderry after the Northern 
Ireland county where the 
Aghadowey pioneers had 
emigrated in 1718,” Homes 
writes.

As part of the original 

charter, certain rules had 
to be followed including: 
a meetinghouse had to be 
built within two years; each 
year in October a peck of 
potatoes must be sent to the 
royal governor as a token 
rent; no one is permitted to 
cut down trees that were 
of sufficient size to be used 
as ships’ masts; a town fair 
would be held every May 
and October and a town 
meeting would be held 
every March.

Holmes writes that as 
each year passed, Lon-
donderry grew larger and 
larger with more people 
coming there to live. By 
the mid-18th century if was 
the second largest town 
in New Hampshire with 
Portsmouth taking the 
top honor. The 114 square 
miles of Londonderry 
would not remain intact 
forever as soon, it would 
be broken off into pieces to 
become new communities 

including Windham, Der-
ryfield in Manchester 
and eventually Derry and 
Londonderry.

As 2019 continues on, 
the spirit and traditions of 
those earliest of settlers to 
this area remain strong as 
communities honor the past, 
the present and look to the 
future.  

First sermon in Nutfield, April 1719, courtesy image from 
Willey’s Book of Nutfield.

SETTLERS
�� Continued from Page S4

 Gravestone of the Rev. James MacGregor, who led the original 16 families to the new world, 
known as Nutfield.

“…a hiding place from the winds and a covert from the 
tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land.’

--Ezekiel 32:2, from the first Nutfield sermon by the 
Rev. James McGregor, Beaver Lake April 12, 1719

 
As evening fell along the shore,
worried too much about the rent,
I think of kin, anxious and poor,
     that crossed the sea
to a new and dangerous continent.
     Follow me.
 
Through miles of wilderness they took
their bearings in a trackless wood.
They settled by West Running Brook,
     weary but free.
The fathers said they’d found it good.
     Come with me.
 
How did those immigrants endure?
How did they make it through that year?
They, too, were fearful and unsure
     of what would be.
I thought I heard the sermon here:
     Believe in me.

— Robert Crawford

AT BEAVER LAKENutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
...the Windham Presbyterian 

Church was founded in 1742 with 
its first pastor the Rev. William 
Johnston? Services were held 
three times on Sunday and a 
prayer service was included dur-
ing the week. The first church 
structure was on Copp’s Hill, now 
known as Cemetery Hill. In 1798, 
a new meeting house was built, 
currently the present Town Hall. 
The original meeting house was 
transported to Salem to become 
a family home.

NUTFIELD TIMELINE
April 11, 1719: The original settler families arrive in what is now East 
Derry and the following day the Rev. James MacGregor leads a service 
on the shores of Beaver Lake, his “first sermon.” That day, April 12, is 
considered the official start of Nutfield.
1722: Nutfield becomes the town of Londonderry.
1742: Windham splits off and is chartered.
1752: Derryfield is chartered and eventually becomes Manchester.
1827: Derry splits from Londonderry and is chartered as its own sepa-
rate town.

NUTFIELD300TH.ORG
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HAPPY 300th ANNIVERSARY NUTFIELD!
Please stop by for a cup of tea 

and friendly chat whenever 
you’re in the area!

Homes 
of New 
Hampshire 
Realty

200 Rockingham Rd
Londonderry, New Hampshire 

(603) 437-4447
www.homesofnhrealty.com

“One can never fail if they live by 
the Golden Rule”

Cheryl Waitt, 
Owner~Broker, NH & MA

• Great Selection of Fresh Flowers
• Quality Designs for all Occasions
• Voted Best Area Florist
• Free Wedding Consult

Backmann Florist  

www.BackmannFlorist.com

15 West Broadway
(Next to the Opera House)
Derry • 432-2371

Mary & Tom Hankins - Our 18th Year!

Proud to be part of the Nutfield 
Community for the past 95 Years!
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1-866-254-4008
BETLEY.COM
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Derry
Traffic
Circle

N
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X

Family owned and operated for over 50 years!

Like us on

*All prices reflect rebates to dealer. In lieu of rebates. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Vehicle subject to prior sale. All miles per gallon are EPA estimates, highway. Results may vary. Dealer not responsible for errors or omissions. Tax, title, registration and doc fees are 
additional. *Chevrolet Loyalty Cash - Currently own or lease a 1999 or newer Chevrolet passenger car or light duty truck in your household. You do not have to trade in your vehicle. See dealer for details. *Competitive Lease - Currently leasing a 2014 or newer non GM vehicle in your 
household. You do not have to trade in your vehicle. See dealer for details. *Lease Bonus Cash - Currently leasing a 1999 or newer GM or non GM vehicle in your household. You do not have to trade in your vehicle. See dealer for details. *Trade-in Bonus, must trade-in any 1999 or newer 
vehicle. *Down Payment Assistance - Must be used as down payment on a finance contract through GM Financial. See dealer for details *GM Lease Loyalty Purchase Program-Currently leasing a GM vehicle in your household. You do not have to trade in your vehicle. See dealer for 
details. *Chevrolet Conquest Cash - Currently own or lease a 2005 or newer non GM vehicle in your household and purchase one of the eligible models. You do not have to trade in your vehicle. See dealer for details. Sale ends 8/23/19 at 8 p.m.

Open: Mon-Thurs 8-7, Fri 8-7, Sat 9-5, Browse Sunday - Buy Monday!
50 NORTH MAIN ST., RTE 28 BY-PASS, DERRY, NH

Facebook!

4x4, 5.3 V8 Engine, Auto Trans., A/C, Power Windows & Locks, 7” Diagonal Color 
Touch Screen w/Bluetooth, Keyless Remote, Rear View Camera, Cruise Control, 

Trailering Package & Much More   #T19-473

2019 SILVERADO 4X4 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM

YOU PAY
$32,558

MSRP.........................................................$42,780
Rebates/Discounts*.........................$7,222
GM Lease Loyalty*..................................$3,000

2019 SILVERADO 4X4 DOUBLE CAB

$28,644
YOU PAY

4x4, Auto Trans., A/C, Power W/L, 7” Diagonal Color Touch Screen w/Bluetooth, 
Apple CarPlay, Android Auto Compatible, Rear Vision Camera, Locking Rear 

Differentials & Trailering Pkg!    #T19-266MSRP.........................................................$37,785
Rebates/Discounts*.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,141
GM Lease Loyalty*..................................$2,000

BRANDSPANKIN’ NEW

Auto Trans., A/C, Power Windows & Locks, 7” Diagonal Color Touch Audio System 
w/Bluetooth for Phone, OnStar w/4G LTE, Rear Vision Camera, Remote Keyless 

Entry, Power Seat, Cruise and Remote Start  #T19-186
MSRP.........................................................$26,145
Rebates/Discounts*.....................$4,551
Down Payment Assistance*..................$750
GM Lease Loyalty*....................................$2,500

2019 TRAX LT ALL WHEEL DRIVE
CROSSOVER SUV

YOU PAY
$18,344

Auto Trans., A/C, Power Windows & Locks, 7” Diagonal Color Touch Audio System 
w/Bluetooth and 4G LTE, Rear Vision Camera, Remote Keyless Entry and More  

#T19-457
MSRP.........................................................$28,895
Rebates/Discounts*.....................$4,634
GM Lease Loyalty*....................................$1,500

2019 EQUINOX ALL WHEEL DRIVE

YOU PAY
$22,761

BRANDSPANKIN’ NEW

BRANDSPANKIN’ NEW BRANDSPANKIN’ NEW

We accept aLL GM Lease RetuRns ReGaRDLess of WheRe you oRiGinaLLy LeaseD it fRoM!
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Celebrate! The 
Nutfield towns 
are now 300 years 
old, having first 
been settled in 
1719; a time when 
your great, great, 
great, great, 
great, great great 
grandfathers and 
grandmothers 

were likely alive and perhaps liv-
ing in Europe, Africa, or Asia.

As an historian, I am always 
impressed by how well that the 
Nutfieldians’ (my word) towns 
have turned out. It hasn’t been 
easy. For three centuries our 
people have lived with the forces 
of derision, both from within and 
without. Think of our history as 
resembling a couple of the rides 
at Canobie Lake Park — some-
times it’s like the quiet, sedate 
ride on its merry-go-round but 
other times it’s more like the 
park’s corkscrew roller coaster 
with head-spinning turns, and 
anxiety causing loop-de-loops. For 
300 years its been quite a ride! 
And despite it all, Nutfield has 
managed to survive and has kept 
intact that well defined sense of 
community that was first brought 
here by those pioneers in 1719.

When we first arrived at the 
Nutfield Grant in the great forest 
wilderness, we were perhaps 200 
Presbyterian emigrants from the 
north of Ireland. These so-called 
Scottish-Irish settlers were led 
by their pastor, the Rev. James 
MacGregor, known throughout 
Ireland as ‘The Peacemaker.” His 

congregation left Aghadowey in 
county Londonderry to escape 
economic, social, cultural, and 
religious persecution by the Brit-
ish. Within a few years Nutfield’s 
population began to grow larger 
and was soon incorporated by the 
royal government as a town called 
Londonderry.

During the first dozen years 
after 1719, our citizens were 
occasionally threatened and 
violently attacked by ruffians 
from Haverhill who claimed the 
Nutfield Grant was their land, 
not ours. There was also the ever 
present fear of attack and kidnap-
ping by Indians led by the French 
from Canada. Despite all these 
dangers, we stood together and 
bravely made the land ours.

By 1740 the town was becom-
ing more English than Scottish. 
Soon a religious schism forced the 
town to build two meeting houses. 
The less populated, western half 
of the town apparently remained 
mainly Scottish Presbyterians who 
while being very strong in their 
faith, also enjoyed a “live and let 
live” attitude toward life. This was 
called the Londonderry Parish. 
The majority of those in the more 
populated eastern half of the town 
seems to have been more English 
and doctrinally rather like the 
Calvinist Puritan of Massachusetts 
who took a rather strict and dour 
view of life. This was the Derry 
Parish. Two parishes. One town.

In 1769 we had managed to 
survive our first 50 years and but 
were now pondering the question 
of whether we should we remain 
loyal to Mother Britain or should 
we join the Patriot cause? That 
year a group of our men pointed 

their muskets at a squad of British 
soldiers sent here to rescue a few 
deserters, who no longer wanted 
to be in the King’s army. At the 
start of the Revolutionary War, our 
men officially voted 372-15 to sup-
port independence and there were 
public threats of death against 
anyone who might be secretly pro-
British. How split we really were 
is unknown but more than a 100 
of our men did enlist in the Patriot 
Army and Dr. Matthew Thornton 
of Derry Village signed the Dec-
laration of Independence. On the 
other side, one of our selectmen 
proved to be the biggest British 
spy in Northern New England and 
had to flee our town under the 
cover of night. The English Range 
Road was also believed by many 
to be a covent of clandestine king-
loving Tories.

Over the years parts of the old 
Nutfield Grant began to break 
off to found their own towns. The 
southeast corner of our town 
became Windham; the northwest 
corner became Derryfield in 1751, 
now part of Manchester. In 1778 

the southwest corner became 
a part of the town of Hudson. 
Originally Nutfield was 114 square 
miles, but by 1778 it was reduced 
was to just 78 square miles and 
now contained just the Derry and 
Londonderry parishes which were 
culturally, politically and eco-
nomically very different from each 
other. In 1827 after some mean 
spirited town meetings and sneaky 
land grabs by Derry’s power bro-
kers, the state allowed the two bat-
tling parishes to split and become 
incorporated as the present towns 
of Derry and Londonderry. I do 
hope that the angst of 1827 is now 
forgiven by the kind people of Lon-
donderry. We really did treat you 
very badly back then. Sorry!

The pages of local newspapers 
like the Derry News were filled 
with the accounts of the causes of 
tension within the Nutfield towns. 
Our citizens over the generations 
vigorously argued the pros and 
cons of abolitionism, on how to 
keep hobos out of town, giving 
women the vote, mercy killing, 
the legality of the sale of alcohol, 
opposition to the war in Vietnam 
and raising or lowering taxes, etc. 
There were many on each side of 
these issues. Starting in the 1870s 
we began to see the end of our 
agricultural-based economy, and 
soon most workers were employed 
in factories or in the service indus-
tries. During the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, we suffered with an 
unemployment rate of somewhat 
over 30% as many local factories, 
businesses, and stores closed.

During the 1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s, 
the Nutfield towns began to experi-
ence population stagnation. Many 
of our young people left town as 

soon as they were of age as there 
were few jobs available locally: we 
had become a part of “The Great 
East Coast Rust Belt.”

This economic down slide 
changed in 1963 with the open-
ing of Interstate 93. Soon Nutfield 
area’s population doubled, than 
tripled and finally quadrupled. 
New housing developments now 
sprang up all over the area. Soon 
gone were the pastures that were 
once grazed by many hundreds of 
cows. Seemingly overnight cen-
tury-old forests were cut down and 
ancient homes razed to be the site 
of apartment complexes. We were 
now part of “The Great East Coast 
Megalopolis.”

While this growth brought 
economic prosperity it also 
brought about new problems. Our 
roads became markedly more 
crowded and traffic lights had to 
be installed at many now danger-
ous intersections. This popula-
tion boom meant there was the 
need for a larger police and fire 
departments. Classrooms became 
seriously over crowded and new 
schools had to be built. To pay for 
this necessary improvement to our 
infrastructure our taxes had to be 
raised and in the 1990s the shrill 
voice of taxpayers’ “revolts” was 
heard throughout the land. In 2003 
many disgruntled locals supported 
an attempt to make East Derry 
a separate town. What ever we 
went through, we went through it 
together.

Despite 300 years of political, 
religious, social, and economic 
struggles, we are still here. 
Throughout our long history, after 
all is said and done, the majorities 

It’s been quite a ride to Nutfield’s 300th anniversary
By Richard Holmes Nutfield 300  

fun facts

Did you know...
...that First Parish Church in East 

Derry was the first church in Derry, and 
the historic tower, a symbol for the com-
munity and a landmark of history, was 
a Christopher Wren designed structure, 
added in 1824? Wren was an acclaimed 
English architect and designer of 
churches. Other churches with Wren’s 
designs are scattered around New 
England.

Please see HOLMES, Page S10
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The Upper Room, a Family Resource Center
36 Tsienneto Road, Derry, New Hampshire 03038   •  603-437-8477  •  www.URTeachers.org

A Family Resource Center
serving Southern New Hampshire in

Over 40 Communities. 
Celebrating families for 33 years!
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DERRY — The big cel-
ebration officially began 
in Derry in April, honor-
ing the 300th birthday 
of the original Nutfield 
settlement.

The kickoff Founders 
Weekend drew crowds 
to the historic First Par-
ish Church in East Derry, 
known as the original meet-
ing house in the area, for a 
long list of historical activi-
ties, tours, demonstrations, 
family ancestry, research 
opportunities and guest 
speakers.

First Parish is playing a big 
role in the Nutfield anniversary all this year, 
and is undergoing a major renovation project.

During Founders Weekend, a Nutfield 
Gala was held at the Derry Opera House 
where more guest speakers spoke of 
the history of the area and connections 
between America and Northern Ireland.

Gala guest speaker Rich-
ard Hanna, representing the 
Ulster-Scots Agency, told 
gala guests it was a privilege 
to be included in the Nutfield 
celebration.

“We consider all of you as 
our kinfolk,” Hanna said.

Derry’s first poet laureate 
Robert Crawford also read 
an original poem for the 
occasion, “At Beaver Lake.”

More anniversary events 
followed including a “Liv-
ing Treasures” luncheon, a 
Sons of Union Veterans and 
Allies in a Civil War military 
encampment at Forest Hill 

Cemetery in East Derry, and the 135th 
birthday of the Molly Reid Chapter Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, honor-
ing the group’s founder Annie Bartlett 
Shepard, grandmother to astronaut, first 
American in space and East Derry native 
Alan B. Shepard Jr.

DERRY: 
A look back

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Students from the McGonagle School of Irish Dance perform for the crowd during the Nutfield 
300th gala celebration in the Derry Opera House.

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
.....that it wasn’t just Alan B. 

Shepard Jr. that catapulted into 
local history and beyond as the 
first American in space in 1961? 
His father, Col. Alan Bartlett 
Shepard Sr., Class of 1909 at 
Pinkerton Academy, served the 
local community for more than 
50 years as the organist at 
historic First Parish Church in 
East Derry.

MORE PHOTOS, PAGES S10 AND S11
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Comprehensive care for 55 years. 
Always accepting new patients! 

DMCPrimaryCare.com    603-537-1300 
DerryImaging.com             603-537-1363

DERRY   

LONDONDERRY  

WINDHAM    

BEDFORD

DERRY     

WINDHAM    

BEDFORD

Congratulations
Nutfield Three-Hundredth Anniversary

FINAL-1 Mon, Aug 12, 2019 11:10:36 PM



The giant church 
bell seen from 
inside the original 
tower at First 
Parish Church in 
East Derry. The 
historic church 
is undergoing a 
major renovation 
project.

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
First Parish Church in East Derry looked a bit like 
a renovation project as the official Nutfield 300th 
celebration kicked off in April of this year. The historic 
meetinghouse is undergoing a major renovation project.

of Nutfieldians always man-
age to put aside their differ-
ences and work together for 
the common good. Perhaps 
this attitude may have been 
inherited from Nutfield’s 
founder, MacGregor, The 
Peacemaker, who knew and 
preached that toleration 
and agreement were always 
needed in order to survive 
as a family, a neighborhood, 
a people, or a town.

What will be the future 
of the old Nutfield towns? I 
don’t know. I’m a historian, 
not a prophet, despite my 
long white beard. All I know 
for certain is that in 2019 I 
find in the area many, many 
schools filled with excellent 
teachers and eager students, 
well maintained town halls, 
fire, and police stations, each 
with truly professional staffs, 
fabulously stocked local 
museums run by dedicated 
volunteers, and neat neigh-
borhoods lined with well 
cared for homes. All of this 

leads me to believe that our 
future will be good — though 
likely not without struggle, 
disagreements, and dissent. 
To borrow some of the words 
of William Faulkner, I truly 
believe that because of our 
citizens’ pride of place, com-
passion, and awareness of 
the area’s history and tradi-
tions, our sense of commu-
nity will remain, and it “will 
not merely survive …it will 
prevail.”

Richard Holmes is a histo-
rian, educator and author of 
many books and articles on 
local history.

HOLMES
�� Continued from Page S8

Michelle Parrish demonstrates how the early settlers would 
use a flax brake to turn flax into fibers, then spin and weave 
them into linen during the Nutfield 300th celebration 
Founders Weekend kickoff at First Parish Church in East Derry.

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
...on April 12, 1719, the first 

party of families arriving in this, 
the new world, would gather on 
the shoreline of Beaver Lake in 
Derry to hear the Rev. James 
MacGregor preach his very first 
sermon in this, what would be 
called “Nutfield? That day is 
considered the official founding 
of Nutfield.
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23 Londonderry Rd, Unit 17, Londonderry, NH
603.216.2162 | moonlightmeadery.com

Tours & Tastings daily 
Retail store and order online

Shop your favorite grocery, craft beer 
store or NH State Liquor store 

Moonlight Meadery/Hidden Moon Brewing
History Never Tasted SO Good!

Best of Show San Diego International Beer Festival
Best of Show for Monkey Business
Best of the Burbs Cincinnati, Ohio

127657

NO NEED TO ARGUE. 
MOONLIGHT MEADERY IS THE BEST!

-Established 2007-

Set your goals.  Then crush them.
Our mission at The Zoo Health Club is to provide the means, expertise, 

motivation, and atmosphere that will enable people of all fitness 
levels the ability to achieve their individual fitness goals and promote 

a healthier way of living through an inviting and goal centric 
environment. The staff at The Zoo Health Club are committed to the 

highest level of professionalism and customer service.

 ✓ 24 Hour Access
 ✓ Free Babysitting
 ✓ Group Classes                 
 ✓ State-of-the-Art Cardio
 ✓ Strength Training Equip    

 ✓ Tanning
 ✓ Small Group            
Training

 ✓ PURE CORE             
Personal Training

HAPPY
300TH

ANNIVERSARY 
NUTFIELD!!

DERRY, NH     
35 Manchester Road • (603)216-2091 

Add'l locations in Manchester, Epping, Concord, NH and Simsbury, CT 
Express branch coming soon to Downtown Manchester, NH 

Check us out online:   www.zoogymnh.com
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RIGHT: Carina Hultgren, owner of Carina’s 
Cakes in Derry, made this cake for the Nutfield 
300th gala celebration at the Derry Opera 
House.

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
ABOVE: Eleanor Strang, left, of Derry, listens 
during a tour inside the First Parish Church 
sanctuary, led by volunteer Wendy Williams of 
Windham during the Nutfield 300th celebration 
kickoff of Founders Weekend at First Parish 
Church in April. The East Derry church is a 
focal point of this year’s 300th anniversary 
schedule of events.

JULIE HUSS/Staff photo
A gathering of “spudcrows” dressed as some of the area’s 
original settlers were perched on a hill near the historic 
First Parish Church in East Derry to help honor the 300th 
anniversary of the original Nutfield settlement,.
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Live, work and play your way at The Baldwin, Londonderry’s first

Continuing Care Community. Enjoy independent living complemented

by on-campus amenities with the peace of mind that Assisted

Living and Memory Care services are available to you in the future.

DISCOVER MORE  
603.945.9806  |  TheBaldwinNH.org/Derry

The Baldwin ENERGIZES

WELCOME CENTER NOW OPEN
Information Sessions Every Tuesday

www.macksapples.com
230 Mammoth Rd., Londonderry

800-479-6225 or 
603-434-7619

This will be our 

of farming in Nutfield.
287th year 

From flax and hops to this year's harvest of apples and peaches. 

We hope to bring you the best eating experience ever.

Farm Stand 
RE-OPENS TODAY! 

Please come visit.
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MANCHESTER — It was 
in 1752 that Derryfield was 
officially chartered as its 
own community, break-
ing off from the main land 
known as Nutfield.

Derryfield eventually 
became Manchester, but 
the most historic part of 
town celebrated the 300th 
anniversary of the original 
Nutfield settlement earlier 
this year with historic 
tours, guest speakers and 
other activities.

Derryfield honors its history
Nutfield 300  

fun facts

Did you know...
...that in 1725 the new com-

munity of Nutfield voted to build a 
grammar school near the current 
Taylor Library in East Derry? The 
school was made of logs and had 
two fireplaces. The first teacher 
was David MacGregor, the son of 
the Rev. James MacGregor, Nut-
field’s founding father and first 
minister.

Courtesy photos/Nutfield History
People came out in May for the Derryfield Old Home Day celebration, marking its role in the original Nutfield settlement that 
included Derryfield, Derry, Londonderry and Windham. Derryfield is now a historic part of Manchester.

People came out to 
learn more about the 
history of Derryfield, 
part of Manchester and 
an original part of the 
Nutfield settlement. The 
original 16 families came 
fro Northern Ireland to 
the new world and settled 
here in land that would 
eventually become Derry, 
Londonderry, Windham and 
Derryfield communities.

This rock marks the location where the original Derryfield 
meeting house once stood. Derryfield was part of the original 
land known as Nutfield, breaking off in 1752 to become its own 
community and eventually becoming Manchester.
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Peabody Funeral  Homes
and Crematorium

432-2801
Visit our website: www.peabodyfuneralhome.com

Honored to be part of this 
community for 86 years as we 

celebrate it’s 300th anniversary!

Caring since 1933

ERIK E. PEABODY • CRAIG B. PEABODY
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VOTED “THE BEST”
8 YEARS IN A ROW!
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WINDHAM — It’s a birthday like 
no other for area communities once 
calling their land “Nutfield” and 
Windham is one of the originals.

Windham offi-
cially kicked off 
its 300th anniver-
sary schedule of 
events in May, 
honoring the 
original Nutfield 
settlement and 
the area’s first 
settlers, who 
arrived here in 
April 1719 to call 
this area home.

That kickoff 
then led to more 
activities to honor 
history and com-
munity, including 
the 36th annual 
Strawberry Fes-
tival and Book 

Fair held at Windham High School 
in June. Special historical activities 
also were part of that longstanding 

WINDHAM: A look back

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
...when Nutfield celebrated its 

200th anniversary in 1919, a play 
was performed as part of the 
historical festivities? The show, 
“Historic Pageant of Old Lon-
donderry,” was written by Mrs. 
Jesse G. McMurphy and included 
actors playing the roles of the 
Rev. James MacGregor, John 
Morrison, James Nesmith, along 
with settlers, townspeople, danc-
ers, singers, and various other 
historical characterizations.

Please see WINDHAM, Page S16

CARL RUSSO/Staff photo
Members of the First New Hampshire Regiment prepare the cannon for a gun salute to kick off 
the town of Windham’s 300th anniversary celebration.

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Cathy Souter, a Nesmith Library 
Trustee adds the strawberries to 
a strawberry shortcake during the 
36th annual Strawberry Festival, 
and Windham’s Nutfield 300th 
celebration.
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Now Celebrating27 Years!!

H Mention This Ad H
STATE

INSPECTION
only $30 with emission test

• Expert Transmission 
   Center
• Full Service Auto 
   Repair
• State Inspections

27 Ash St. in Londonderry
Corner of Londonderry Rd. 
(Easy access off 93N Exit 4)

437-0416
CALL THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW.
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Bring it to us for a 
FREE CHECK OUT!

Synthetic Oil
Available

A+ BBB Review

Landmark Crossing
25 Nashua Rd. - A5

Londonderry, NH 03053

603-437-1700

 › Chiropractor

 › Neck Pain Treatment

 › Back Pain Treatment

 › Chiropractic Headache 
Treatment

 › Migraine Treatment

 › Arm Pain Treatment

 › Knee Pain

 › Sciatica Chiropractor

 › Plantar Fasciitis

 › Carpal Tunnel Treatment 
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Most insurances accepted.
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FINAL-1 Mon, Aug 12, 2019 11:01:05 PM



DERRY — It once stood 
sturdy in downtown Derry, 
cooling the thirst of pass-
ing horses, dogs and even 
citizens.

Now an old cast iron foun-
tain has a new look and life, 
thanks to one family with 
deep roots in town and local 
Rotarians who took on the 
labor of love to bring the 
structure back to its original 
state.

Derry Village Rotary Club 
members and other support-
ers brought the fountain 
back to life and plan to give 
it a special spot of honor 
this year.

This year also marks the 
300th anniversary of the 
original Nutfield settlement, 
when a group of 16 Scots-
Irish families came to the 
new world, led by the Rev. 
James MacGregor.

Resident Mark Brassard 
called the project “Opera-
tion MacGregor” and said 
restoring the historic water 
bubbler was not only a part 
of Derry’s past, but also a 
testament to the community 
as it moves forward.

The fountain dates back to 
when Derry’s streets were 
dust and dirt, when horses 
pulled carriages and wag-
ons, and both animals and 
humans often stopped for a 
cool drink.

The structure stands 
about as tall as a man, 
weighs anywhere from 
1,800 up to 2,000 pounds. It’s 
styled with a large 4-foot 
diameter bowl that horses 
would use for drinking, plus 
a smaller trough for dogs at 
the bottom and a side area 
for people hoping to catch a 
cool bit of water.

The Derry fountain was 
forged by the Concord 
Foundry and cost $112.60 
around the turn of the 20th 
century.

Historical photos dating 
back to around 1904 show 
the fountain standing in 
front of what was then the 
Derry Depot train station, 
now Sabatino’s restaurant.

It stood there for decades 
until Thanksgiving night 
in 1954 when a local apple 
orchard truck knocked the 
fountain down.

“The town didn’t see a 
need to reinstall it, so it 
was tossed in the dump,” 
Brassard.

The fountain eventually 
ended up being taken from 
the local trash heap and 
became a focal point in the 
yard of Richard and Pauline 
MacGregor on Bypass 28.

The fountain had a place 
of prominence, Brassard 
said, with flowers filling 
its bowl every spring and 
family photos being taken 
around its large spaces.

“For 60 years it was cared 
for by this family,” Brassard 
said.

Add in the fact that there 
is a connection to the Mac-
Gregor family and it’s a 
history tale that means a lot, 
he added.

Richard MacGregor died 
in 2014 and was an eighth 
generation descendant 
of that first settler who 
preached his first new world 
sermon in East Derry in 
April 1719. After his death, 
his widow Pauline said it 
was time to turn the foun-
tain over to the town after 
deciding to sell her home.

Rotarians went to the 
MacGregor home, pulled 
the fountain from its ground 

base, secured it on the back 
of a truck and brought it to 
Simpson’s Painting on Rock-
ingham Road where it was 
sandblasted and primed.

Rotarian Charlie Cromp-
ton said Pauline’s generos-
ity saved the old fountain 
and its future.

“With new homeowners, 
it might have found its way 
back to the transfer sta-
tion, or a melting pot, lost 
again,” he said.

Crompton said there are 
only about 15 of these pat-
ented H.W. Clapp/Concord 
Foundry fountains remain-
ing in New England. Other 
New Hampshire towns 
with similar fountains 
include Pittsfield, Hopkin-
ton, and Bennington. The 
company sold hundreds of 
the fountains all over New 
England.

He added that a spot 
in MacGregor Park has 
already been designated to 
be the fountain’s final rest-
ing place once restoration 
is complete.

Brassard said credit 
needs to be with the 
MacGregors.

“The MacGregors are 
Derry’s royal family,” Bras-
sard said. “Some are still 
living here 300 years later. 
This community has ben-
efited from the generosity 
of this family.”

Derry has many symbols 

dedicated to the family, 
including the name of Derry 
Public Library, stained glass 
panels inside the library 
showing the MacGregor 
coat of arms, and the name-
sake park next door. The 
Rev. MacGregor and other 

early settlers are buried in 
Forest Hill Cemetery in East 
Derry.

The fountain eventually 
was placed in its current 
location near Derry Public 
Library in MacGregor Park. 
A dedication ceremony was 

held in April as part of the 
kickoff Founders Weekend 
of Nutfield anniversary 
events. MacGregor family 
members and descendants 
were present for the foun-
tain unveiling.

MacGregor fountain flows with history
By Julie Huss

COURTESY PHOTO/Derry History Museum collection
A vintage photo shows the fountain on the streets of 
Broadway in Derry. The refurbished fountain now stands in 
MacGregor Park in Derry.

COURTESY PHOTO
Derry Village Rotary Club members stand with the historic 
fountain after it was officially planted in the ground at 
MacGregor Park earlier this year.

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
... that the first official display 

of musical instruments in church 
in New Hampshire happened in 
Londonderry? According to the 
history book “Two Hundredth 
Anniversary Celebration of Lon-
donderry,” a local minister had 
formerly been a chaplain in the 
British army and had played the 
violin. He brought his stringed 
instrument to America and one 
night, a church elder heard 
the minister playing his music, 
“peeping through the window 
and discovered the man of God in 
the very act of drawing the bow.”
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Happy 300th Anniversary Nutfield

St. Mary’s Bank was established as the first credit union in the 
nation in Manchester, New Hampshire in 1908 and a new way of 

banking founded on the idea of “people helping people.” 

Member-owned and not-for-profit, join over 100,000 families, 
individuals, and businesses who bank with St. Mary’s Bank.

1.888.786.2791   |   www.stmarysbank.com

FIRST IN THE NATION. SECOND TO NONE.

Nutfield300Anniversay19.indd   1 8/9/19   2:56 PM
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community event to 
help honor Nutfield’s big 
birthday.

The town also produced 
a commemorative medal 
and held a time capsule cer-
emony in the front of Town 

Hall, with descendants of 
Windham’s notable Arm-
strong family participating.

Other events helping 
honor the 300th anniver-
sary included tours of the 
Armstrong town museum, a 
ringing of the chimes at the 
Searles School and Chapel, a 
charity road race, car show, 
music, church services, 
events and dinners.

WINDHAM
�� Continued from Page S14

Dr. Michael Speidel dressed as the Duke of Windham and 
Joanne Dickie as his wife the Duchess of Windham attended 
the opening ceremony in Windham.
The town of Windham kicked off its 300th anniversary 

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Volunteer Wendy Williams, left, of Windham demonstrates how the early settlers would to turn flax into fibers to be spun and 
made into linen during the 36th annual Strawberry Festival and Windham’s Nutfield 300th celebration in June.
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• One-On-One • All Subjects, All Ages • SAT/ACT Prep 
• Study/Organizational Skills • Homework Help

* Expires 11/30/2019. Call for details.

603-882-5829
clubztutoring.com/nashua

Free Registration! ($95 Value)

EVERY STUDENT NEEDS 
AN ACADEMIC COACH

Start the School Year Off Right with In-Home Tutoring

*
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LONDONDERRY — For 
generations, people have 
been invited to come home 
to Londonderry.

That includes those who 
moved away, or even the 
stalwart resident born and 
raised in the area who still 
call the rustic, historic com-
munity home.

This year is no exception 
as Londonderry hosts its 
120th annual Old Home Day 
celebration, running Aug. 
14-18.

This year’s theme, thanks 
to fourth-graders in Kelly 
Murphy’s class at South 
Elementary School, is 
“300 Years of Family and 
Friends,” a nod to this year’s 
300th celebration of the 
original Nutfield settlement.

Londonderry was an 
original part of that early 
land that also included what 
is now Derry, Windham 
and the Derryfield part of 
Manchester.

Old Home Day is tra-
ditionally held the third 
Saturday of August, but 
Londonderry kicks off its 
multi-day schedule a few 
days earlier with the annual 

Senior Night, concert, Kidz 
Night, fireworks, music, and 
other activities with the big 
culmination on Saturday, 
Aug. 17 with the Town Com-
mon full of booths, food, 
games and community 
spirit, along with a parade 
down Mammoth Road.

As Londonderry hon-
ors its rich traditions this 
month for five days, there 
will be things that make this 
town special, with an extra 
bit of Nutfield history tossed 
in, too.

At the historic Morrison 
House museum on Pillsbury 
Road, there will be many 
activities, demonstrations, 

tours and other events 
to honor the history of 
Nutfield.

And when Londonderry 
held its Old Home Day in 
1919 — the 200th anniver-
sary of the original Nutfield 
settlement — the town 
hosted a grand parade with 
eight divisions, each one 
led by a member of the local 
American Legion post.

Now that the 300th anni-
versary is here, the 2019 Old 
Home Day will once again 
host a grand parade, with 
New Hampshire Gov. Chris 
Sununu making an appear-
ance along with guests 
representing the other Nut-
field towns marching down 
Mammoth Road. Descen-
dants of those original first 
Nutfield families may also 
make a parade appearance.

Once the parade ends, 
people can enjoy the day on 
the Town Common where 
specialty historical booths 
and displays will be offer-
ing Nutfield information, 
demonstrations, and souve-
nirs including commemo-
rative coins each Nutfield 
town designed and created.

Derry’s coin features 
images of the First Parish 

Londonderry honors history,  
community with Old Home Day

‘300 Years of Family and Friends’  
is 2019 celebration theme

By Julie Huss

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
...one of Londonderry’s older 

graveyards off Hovey Road is 
the final resting place of several 
illustrious ancestors of the 
area? Known in history books as 
the Old Hill Graveyard, the burial 
grounds include the graves of 
John Bell, Major John Pinkerton, 
and David and Margaret (Clark) 
Woodburn, Horace Greeley’s 
maternal grandparents.

Please see OLD HOME, Page S18

TIM JEAN/File photo
Gov. Chris Sununu, left, shakes hands as he walks in the parade down Mammoth Road during 
Londonderry’s Old Home Day celebration last year. Sununu will make a return visit to help 
celebrate this year.
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aviationmuseumofnh.org

Happy 300th Anniversary Nutfield!!
Soon to be a stop 

on the Londonderry 
Rail Trail

27 Navigator Rd, Londonderry, NH
(603) 669-4820

At the Manchester-Boston Regional Airport
Hrs: Fri & Sat 10am-4pm; Sunday 1-4pm
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Church, early industries, 
inspiration by Robert Frost 
and a tribute to first Ameri-
can in space Alan B. Shepard, 
an East Derry native. Lon-
donderry’s coin will show 
images of historic homes, 
the Presbyterian Church 
and notable buildings. In 
Windham, that community’s 
coin pays tribute to notable 
residents, and the Armstrong 
building now housing the 
town’s museum. All coins will 
share a similar Nutfield 300 
anniversary side.

To also mark the 300th 
Nutfield anniversary, a time 
capsule that was filled during 
the 250th anniversary will 
be opened during Old Home 
Day. Resident Reed Clark will 
be assisting with the honors 
of opening the capsule, that 
has been safely housed in 
the New Hampshire Room of 
Derry Public Library. Clark 
had participated in filling the 
250th anniversary capsule.

OLD HOME
�� Continued from Page S17

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
...the original Nutfield 

settlers putting up their 
homesteads planted the 
first crop of potatoes in 
the new world? According 
to Richard Holmes’ “The 
Road To Derry,” not having 
enough food that first win-
ter also had settlers “fol-
lowing the suggestion of 
an old Indian called Ezekiel 
and caught shad, salmon, 
and eels at the Amoskeag 
Falls on the Merrimack 
River.”

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Londonderry High School Lancers Marching Band perform in the parade down Mammoth Road during last year’s Old Home Day.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 
TO SEE IF PERMISSIBLE FIREWORKS ARE ALLOWED IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

See the 
Manager for 
Additional
FREE
Fireworks

$20 Bonus
VALUE IN

FREE
Fireworks

$40 Bonus
VALUE IN

FREE
Fireworks

$90 Bonus
VALUE IN

FREE
Fireworks

$240 Bonus
VALUE IN

FREE
Fireworks

$440 Bonus
VALUE IN

FREE
Fireworks

$680 Bonus
VALUE IN

FREE
Fireworks

LONDONDERRY, NH
10 NASHUA ROAD
LONDONDERRY, NH 03053

PHONE: (603) 432-5428

OPEN YEAR ROUND
HOURS (EASTERN)
OPEN DAILY: 10AM - 7PM

Now Thru Dec 15thNow Thru Dec 15th

Tinkham Realty is a full service real estate brokerage firm with over 40 years of experience in 
single-family, multi-family and land acquisitions for tract developments, as well as office, retail, 

commercial and industrial properties in New Hampshire. Our knowledge of real estate throughout 
New Hampshire can be the first step in making your vision a reality.

Congratulations to the towns of Londonderry, 
Derry and Windham on the 300th Anniversary 

of the Founding of Nutfield!

www.tinkhamrealty.com | (603) 432-7769 

3 McAllister Drive | Londonderry, NH 03053

-Established 1967

Everything You’re Looking for in Real Estate,  
All in One Place.
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DERRY — Plans are in 
place for the town’s biggest 
party.

Derryfest 2019 is set for 
Saturday, Sept. 21, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at MacGregor 
Park on East Broadway.

This will be the 30th year 
for the celebration and to 
honor this year’s 300th anni-
versary of the original Nut-
field settlement, Derryfest 
will offer some historical 
touches during the day-long 
celebration, along with the 
regular vendors, community 
organizations, food booths, 
entertainment and much 
more.

As the year moves for-
ward to celebrate all things 
Nutfield, Derryfest will 
put its own historical spin 
on the day with specialty 
activities.

During the lineup of 
entertainment featured on 
the MacGregor Park stage 
throughout the day, Irish 
band Ulster Landing will 
make an appearance and 
following the performance, a 
new Nutfield 300th time cap-
sule will be assembled and 
filled.

Nutfield 300th organizer 
Paul Lindemann will also 
offer comments to the crowd 
about the history of the area 
and the significance of hon-
oring the traditions of the 
past that were the original 
Nutfield settlement.

There will also be special 
Nutfield 300th and Friends 
of the Meetinghouse 
historical booths at Der-
ryfest, offering informa-
tion, display and souvenirs 
including commemorative 
coins representing Nutfield 
towns including Derry, Lon-
donderry and Windham.

Demonstrations may also 
include a look at how flax 
was made in the past.

And the Derryfest fun 
and community spirit 
doesn’t end once the park 
closes up at 5 p.m. The 
popular “Derry After Dark” 
event returns to downtown 
Derry on Manning Street 
near the Municipal Center, 
a street beer festival that 
features local breweries 
and eateries offering their 
products and beers. Derry 
After Dark is held from 6 to 
9 p.m.

Historical booths will also 
be set up at Derry After 
Dark to keep history on tap 
throughout the evening.

Visit Derryfest at derry-
fest.org or visit Derryfest on 
Facebook.

Derry’s big party honors Nutfield 300
By Julie Huss

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
...the town of Londonderry 

was known in Colonial days for 
producing the finest of linen? 
According to historical records, 
the local linen was possibly 
worn often by both George 
Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson.

MIKE SPRINGER/File photo
Morgan Torre of Londonderry performs with the Red Star Twirlers during last year’s Derryfest celebration in MacGregor Park.

Derryfest is set for Sept. 14 in 
MacGregor Park in Derry.
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Denise M. Simpson, M.Ed., CCH
Coach-Hypnotist-Speaker-Author

1B Commons Dr. 
Unit 7 

Londonderry, NH 03053

Visit www.denisemsimpson.com 
to get your Courageous Action Accelerator Tip Sheet 

Sign up for your Courageous Confidence Strategy Call 
603-505-6876

Save $50.00  
Mention code 

Nutfield300

Stop the stress, overwhelm, and struggle!
Do you want more peace of mind ... more energy and focus?
Do you want to earn more with confidence and less effort?

Do you want more fulfillment living your purpose?

Awesome coaching results so 
you can live an Awesome Life! 

“I highly recommend Denise; she will 
help you fulfill the life you want and get 
you back on track.”  - J.K., CT 
 
“Life just became so much easier. It was 
effortless for me to be able to really 
focus and be able to serve the people 
(clients) that need me.”     - C.M., MA

Visit Us At Our
NEW LOCATION

10D Manchester Rd.
Derry, NH 03038

Countertops • Sinks & Faucets
Cabinets • Flooring • Tile Flooring & Backsplashes

All-in-One Services
Since 1991, we’ve helped Southern New Hampshire homeowners remodel their kitchens, 
baths, fireplaces, and other home spaces. From designing a luxurious master suite or just 
updating a simple guest bath, our team can help you make the transformation you’re look-
ing for. We can spruce up your kitchen with new countertops or backsplash, or work with 
you to create the kitchen of your dreams. Give us a call to schedule an in-home visit or stop 
by our showroom for a visit to discuss your next project.

Monday-Friday 9-5
(closed Saturdays in August)
Evenings by Appointment

Tel: 603-216-6300
Email: info@solidadvantage.com
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Londonderry Presbyterian Church 

The Oldest Continuing Presbyterian Congregation in the Northeast 
Founded in 1719 by Presbyterian Pastor, Rev. James MacGregor

Londonderry Presbyterian Church had its beginning in 1719 with Presbyterian Minister Rev. James 
MacGregor in East Derry. In order to alleviate the long travel necessary to attend services on Sunday 
mornings, the church established a West Wing in which later became Londonderry and a South Wing at a 
later time in Wyndham. After the Town of Londonderry was named, the West Wing officially became the 
Londonderry Presbyterian Church in 1735. At that time the congregation was led by James MacGregor’s 
son David, who had made the trip from Ireland as a baby in the arms of his parents.

Londonderry Presbyterian Church has a rich history, with its original congregation of early settlers who 
carved a living out of a rough and rock-laden land, farmers who grew the first potatoes, and eventually, fine 
linen makers for which this area became famous. Today’s church is honored to carry this heritage forward 
and pray that the Lord will bless its people as He has blessed them for the last three hundred years.

Today the Londonderry Presbyterian Church is a loving, family-oriented congregation with members 
ranging in age from 10 yrs - 90 yrs.

We support a multitude of activities for our members and community that include:

• Children - Sunday School, Preschool, Boy & Girl Scouts

• Seniors - Luncheon gatherings at a local restaurant

• Women - Lamplighters’ Group that raises funds and provides charitable support for women in recovery          
   and homeless veterans

• Walking Together Groups - Support meetings for those who grieve the loss of someone close 

• Adult Bible Study and Prayer Ministry

• Music - The Truth Be Told Group provides both vocal and instrumental music for weekly services as   
   well as active involvement with local events

Londonderry Presbyterian Church 
126 Pillsbury Road • Londonderry, NH 03053 

Pastor Karla Dias 
jrkdias@aol.com • 781-866-9976 

Please contact for an appointment.

Join us in October as we welcome a group of visitors from our 
“hometown” of Aghadowey Rural Kinship in Londonderry, Northern 

Ireland. Visit our website for details.
www.lpcnh.net
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Three of the eldest Nut-
field churches are still 
standing tall throughout 
centuries of history and are 
the focal points of celebra-
tion and tradition as com-
munities honor the 300th 
Nutfield anniversary this 
year.

First Parish Church in 
East Derry is playing a key 
role in the 300th anniver-
sary, as it was the original 
established meetinghouse 
in the area, hosting the 
official Founders Weekend 
300th kickoff schedule this 
past April and continuing 
to invite its members and 
the community in to see its 
renovation progress and 
history.

The current church was 
built in 1769 to replace 
an earlier structure built 
by the area’s first Euro-
pean settlers. The tower 
was added in 1824. It is 
listed on the National Regis-
try of Historic Places. Mat-
thew Thornton, a signer of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, once rang its bells 
and served on its building 
committee.

The massive restoration 
work got underway in 2011 
when a First Parish team 
completed an analysis of 
what projects were deemed 
the most urgent and struc-
tured a multi-year work 
plan.

In 2015, the church tower 
was separated and disman-
tled for repair work under 
the guidance of Arron Stur-
gis, owner of Preservation 
Timber Framing. The 2,200-
pound bell was also lifted 
out and stored safely.

The tower was showing its 
age. Wood was crumbling 
and was being held together 
basically by paint.

In 2016, the 250-ton church 
was meticulously raised so 
crews could work under-
neath to secure the founda-
tion. The building was then 
slowly lowered back into 
place.

After that, a new connec-
tor project got started that 
will eventually hold a new 
elevator to help access vari-
ous levels of the building. 
As 2017 drew to a close, the 
new 60-foot tall corner posts 
were hoisted up and lowered 
carefully into the frame of 
the tower.

In June of this year, the 
church steeple/tower was 
reconnected in a show of 
history in the making, with 
many people gathered on 
the meetinghouse lawn to 
watch crews meticulously 
raise the upper portion of 
the structure to rejoin the 
remainder the tower.

Once back together, the 
weather vane on top was 
gleaming in the sun.

The First Parish renova-
tion project also includes 
interior work on the 

sanctuary and other rooms. 
Services have been held 
in the Currier Hall at First 
Parish while major work is 
being done.

Other churches in Nut-
field towns can also say 
they have been towering 
over their communities for 
generations.

The Windham Presbyte-
rian church was founded in 
1742 with its first pastor, the 
Rev. William Johnston. The 
first structure was located 
atop Copp’s Hill, now known 
as Cemetery Hill. In 1798, 
a new meetinghouse was 
built that is now the Town 
Hall and the original build-
ing was taken to Salem to 
become a private family 
home.The current church 
building was built in 1835 
and several years later, a 
bell was installed.

Londonderry’s Presby-
terian Church honors its 
roots and history dating 
back to 1735 when David 
MacGregor, son of the Rev. 
James MacGregor, original 
Nutfield founding father, 
became its minister and 
led services at various 
locations around the area. 
Church officials say the 
church is believed to be the 
oldest continuing Presbyte-
rian church north of Boston 
and the current sanctuary 
at the corner of Pillsbury 
and Mammoth roads, is the 
most recent and was built 
and dedicated in 1838.

Nutfield churches standing tall
By Julie Huss

Nutfield 300  
fun facts

Did you know...
...that when the railroad 

came to Windham, it gave the 
community a big boost for 
both travel opportunities and 
those coming in to live or work? 
The first railroad to come to 
Windham was the Manchester 
and Lawrence Railroad, arriv-
ing in 1848. Images of Windham 
Junction and nearby businesses 
became popular focal points of 
postcards of the day.

DERRY NEWS/File photo
The Windham Presbyterian Church is seen from inside the 
Town Pound on North Lowell Road.

TIM JEAN/File photo
The Londonderry Presbyterian Church stands at the corner of Pillsbury and Mammoth roads.

Workers from 
Preservation 
Timber 
Framing 
guide a crane 
operator 
as the crane 
lifts the 
steeple back in 
place at First 
Parish Church 
in East Derry 
in June. The 
steeple was 
part of a major 
renovation 
project of the 
church.
TIM JEAN/File photo
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YMCA of Greater 
Londonderry

603.437.9622
www. graniteymca.org

Financial Assistance Available

At the YMCA, our community is getting closer and living 
better in order to learn, grow, and thrive. Everyone from 
youth to seniors are engaging in physical activity, learning 
new skills, and building self-confidence with classes like:  
My Lil Rookie and Me  |  ABC Art Outside  |  Nerf Blasters 
CoderZ  |  Adult Craft Days  |  Archery
Fall I class registration begins August 26

FALL
INTO A
BBBEETTTTTTEEERRR 
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Established 2006 

Independent Licensed  
Agent of Londonderry 
603.553.9040 
kaarcher@comcast.com

KAREN ARCHER INSURANCE 
Life + Health + Medicare

Established 1986 

Landmark Crossing
25 Nashua Rd. - A5
Londonderry, NH 03053
603-437-1700
www.maddoxchiropracticnh.com

MADDOX 
CHIROPRACTIC

Established 2015

298 Rockingham Rd.
Londonderry, NH 03053
603-818-8068
www.longbluecat.com

LONG BLUE CAT
Fresh. Local. Beer

Established 2006 

Independent Licensed  
Agent of Londonderry 
603.553.9040 
kaarcher@comcast.com

KAREN ARCHER INSURANCE 
Life + Health + Medicare

Serving the Nutfield
Communities since 1880

Your Community News Source!
46 W. Broadway
Derry, NH 03038

603-437-7000 • www.DerryNews.com

ROSEMARY  
FORD 
Editor 

rford@derrynews.com 
(603) 888-1234 

STEVE 
PARÉ

Advertising 
Manager

spare@derrynews.com
(603) 421-3813

JULIE 
HUSS

Lead Reporter
jhuss@derrynews.com

(603) 421-3847

CINDY 
HANSBERRY

Advertising 
Consultant

chansberry@derrynews.com
(603) 421-3824

CATHY 
DICAMPO

Office Manager
cdicampo@derrynews.com

(603) 421-3890

Illustration by the late Nancy Wimmer, long-time Derry News employee
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©2019 BHH Affliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchise of BHH Affliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hthaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. 
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Come Home. You Belong.

Come join an intergenerational, spiritual and missional based 
community.  Mission projects are local, regional and global for 
people of all ages and stages of life to participate in.  We build 
bridges of hope with ourselves and others experiencing the 
impact of health and housing insecurity, addiction and mental 
health crisis, incarceration and spiritual needs.  We have teams 
for disaster relief.  
   
Music, mission and scripture about God’s love are at the heart of 
who we are.  Laity and staff, children, youth and adults participate 
in Sunday leadership.  We speak and are sensitive to - among 
others - Recovery, Dementia, Cancer, Allergies, Autism, ADHD, 
Mental health and LGBTQIA.  Grape juice and gluten free bread 
are served at communion on the first Sunday of each month.  
 
Spirituality without dogma.  Friendship without judgment. 
Come home.  You belong.

www.londonderryumc.org  258 Mammoth Road, Londonderry 
A Christian church following God in Hope, Reconciliation and Salvation.

7:30am Traditional 
9:00am Contemporary 
10:00am Sunday school for all ages 
11:00am Traditional

Worship Times:

We were planted in 1854 and have been 
harvesting the results ever since.  Today, we 
creatively continue the tradition of planting and 
nurturing present and future legacies. Thank you 
to the Greater Londonderry Community and all 
who enrich these legacies.
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