
SIX-TIME 
SUPER BOWL 
CHAMPION 

PATRIOTS SHOW 
NO SIGNS 

OF STOPPING
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A special publication of The 
Eagle-Tribune, The Salem 

News, The Daily News 
of Newburyport and the 
Gloucester Daily Times

Tom Brady 
raises the 
Lombardi 
Trophy at the 
Super Bowl 
parade.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 2/8/19. Term deposit
rates and APYs are fixed for the duration of the term. Minimum
balance to open an account and obtain the Annual Percentage
Yield shown is $500; maximum is $2 Million. A penalty will be 
imposed for early withdrawal. Rates are subject to change.
Deposits insured in full.  Account holder must be
present to open.  Limited to our market area.

We’re still
NOT

DONE!

Open at any of our offices in Amesbury, Beverly, Boxford, Gloucester, Hamilton, 
Ipswich, Middleton, Newburyport, Rockport, Rowley, Salisbury or Topsfield.

Member FDIC 
Member DIF 978-462-3106  •  institutionforsavings.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
institutionforsavings.com

CONGRATS PATS!2.50%
APY*

15-Month CD
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   •   institutionforsavings.com
Member FDIC
Member DIF

30-YEAR FIXED RATE
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE

APPLY ONLINE 24/7 institutionforsavingsloans.com
or call us at 978-358-8890 for information 

on these and other rates and terms.

Amesbury • Beverly • Boxford • Gloucester • Hamilton • Ipswich • Middleton • Newburyport • Rockport • Rowley • Salisbury • Topsfield
*APR denotes Annual Percentage Rate as of 2/8/19 and is based on a $165,000 purchase loan with minimum credit score of 720 and maximum LTV of 80%. Rate is subject to change without notice. Unit cost per $1,000 borrowed is $4.92. Minimum loan amount is
$100,000, maximum loan amount is $2 million. Single-family, owner-occupied residences only. Offer subject to credit approval. Property insurance required. Flood insurance required if the property is located in a FEMA Special Hazard Flood Zone. Monthly payment
examples do not include escrow amounts for real estate taxes and/or insurance, if applicable. This may increase payment amount. Other terms and conditions may apply. 
**Points and/or additional fees may be assessed for borrowers with credit scores lower than 720 and/or cash out refinance loans.

4.250%
Interest
Rate 4.289%

APR*

Loans up to $2 Million, No Points!**

(And we’re STILL not done.)

SIX has a nice
RING to it.

Congratulations New England!

NEW ENGLAND

CHAMPIONS

We’re putting up some great numbers too!
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Xavier C. Simcock, M.D.
Barry T Bickley, M.D.

Pamela L. Jones, M.D.
B. Eugene Brady, M.D.

Gregory K. Johnson, M.D.

Associates in Orthopedics
288 Groveland Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 • T-978.373.3851 • F-978.521.6542

231 Sutton Street, North Andover, MA 01845 • T-978.725.0900 • F-978.725.0924

Visit us online for more information: www.associatesinorthopedics.com

Our specialties include:
• trauma to upper and lower extremities
• arthroscopic surgery to shoulders, elbows, wrists, knees, and ankles
• hand and upper extremity surgery
• microscopic surgery & carpal tunnel
• total hip, knee & shoulder replacement
• non-surgical treatment of tendonitis, bursitis, arthritis, and other 

orthopedic problems

We are affiliated with:
• Andover Surgical Day Care, Andover, MA
• Anna Jacques Hospital, Newburyport, MA
• Holy Family Hospital, Haverhill, MA
• Holy Family Hospital, Methuen, MA
• Lawrence General Hospital, Lawrence, MA
• Orchard Surgical Center, Salem, NH

has been caring for patients in Massachusetts and Southern New Hampshire for over 30 years. We offer diagnostic, medical and surgical 
management of a variety of musculoskeletal conditions including fractures, arthritis and joint replacement.

At Associates in Orthopedics you will see your physician on every visit. This ensures you are consistently seeing the Physician with expertise  
in your condition and gives you the comfort that comes with dealing with just your Physician. Our physicians have been named repeatedly  

as “Top Doctors” and recognized for exemplary care by area hospitals. 

Associates in Orthopedics

General Orthopedic Care We provide you an individualized treatment plan to 
minimize surgery and maximize your quality of life. If surgery is necessary, our 
Board Certified physicians, along with our medical staff, educate you on your 
options, procedures and the recovery process. 

Sports Medicine 

We have extensive sports medicine experience treating patients of all ages and 
physical conditions. Our medical and arthroscopic techniques and treatments 
for rotator cuff and ACL knee injuries are the most modern.

Expert Hand and Upper Extremity Care 
We treat trauma, repetitive motion injuries, nerve injuries, and arthritis. We 
explore less-invasive surgical options such as endoscopic surgery significantly 
reducing recovery time and get you into physical therapy, sooner. 

Joint Replacement 

Our surgeons perform state-of-the-art MAKO robotic knee replacement 
procedures as well as direct anterior total hip replacements.

SERVICES

Please visit our website for a list of procedures we perform
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A poll conducted a few 
days before Super Bowl LIII 
found evidence of some-
thing most people already 
suspected: A majority of 
folks in the United States 
are sick of the New Eng-
land Patriots.

We get it.
Call it jealousy, call it 

hate, or maybe it’s “Patriots 
fatigue.” The University of 
Alabama’s football program 
gets it too. The Crimson 
Tide competes for champi-
onships almost every year. 
They appear to be arrogant. 
And, maybe, people want 
something new.

This past January, 
America wanted Patrick 
Mahomes.

The Patriots, especially 
quarterback Tom Brady 
and coach Bill Belichick (he 
got hammered the worst), 
may be more despised than 
President Donald Trump is 
in Cambridge.

I hate to break the news 
to the football-watching 
public, but the Patriots and 
their six Super Bowl titles 
are not going anywhere. 
In fact, they might be even 
better in 2019.

First off, can we assume 
Brady will be very good 

again next year? Of course 
we can.

Belichick and the Patri-
ots will probably lose two 
or three starters from this 
year’s squad including Rob 
Gronkowski (retirement), 
Trey Flowers (free agency) 
and Trent Brown (free 
agency).

Flowers is interesting 
because the Patriots could 
decide to assign him the 
defensive end franchise tag 
(roughly $17 million) for a 
year, and the defense would 
still greatly improve. The 
Patriots will make additions, 
such as the return of injured 
middle linebacker Ja’Whan 
Bentley, who could prove to 
have been a steal as a fifth-
round pick.

The Patriots will be well 
positioned when they walk 
into this April’s NFL Draft.

Belichick has four picks in 
the first three rounds (one 
in the first, two in the sec-
ond, one in the third). Over-
all they’ll get a dozen picks.

That’s a lot of decent-to-
good talent coming to join a 
relatively young roster.

Bodies aside, Belichick 
and Brady are not relenting. 
Neither shows any sign of 
easing up.

Their quest for a record-
breaking number of 
championships (their sixth 

Super Bowl crown tied the 
Pittsburgh Steelers for most 
ever) and individual accom-
plishments is real. What 
they’ve already done prob-
ably will never be equaled.

But seven has a nice ring 
to it, and it would be a nice 
gift to Patriots owner Bob 
Kraft. It would make the 
team the winningest fran-
chise in the Super Bowl era.

The 2018 Patriots not 
only got their mojo at the 
right time, the members 
of a young, mostly-signed 
team got another year of 
Super Bowl experience. Next 
season they’ll play the NFC 
East, AFC North, Kansas 
City and Houston to go with 
their stampede through the 
AFC East.

Other than the Chiefs, 
could another team out 
there be a threat to pos-
sibly host the Patriots 
in yet another AFC 
Championship?

The bottom line: Even 
after another crazy Super 
Bowl, counting out the Patri-
ots a huge mistake.

As far as America’s opin-
ion, well, that won’t change 
any time soon either, espe-
cially when the next team is 
possibly as good, if not bet-
ter, than this one.

You can email Bill Burt at 
bburt@eagletribune.com.

To be continued ...
Patriots are already setting up  

next season’s run
By Bill Burt

BBURT@EAGLETRIBUNE.COM

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
With Tom Brady (12) at quarterback and coach Bill Belichick on the sidelines, the Patriots and 
their fans are well positioned to have more Super Bowl celebrations.
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Shop us online at www.statelinepetsupply.com

Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices…

&EXTRA
SAVINGS

EVERY DAY!
We carry a full line of  supplies for 

dogs, cats, small animals, domestic and 
wild birds, fish and reptiles

137 Plaistow Road,
Route 125, PLAISTOW, NH 

603-382-6873
STORE HOURS: Monday–Saturday 9–9, Sunday 9–6

CONGRATULATIONS
PATS - 6 TIME 
CHAMPS!
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New Mitsubishi Outlander Sport ES AWD 30
MPG

Lease Today Only

$139/Mo†
$16,997#M521

74
MPG

#M5229

Lease Today

$262/Mo†

Only

$37,900

2018 Mitsubishi
Outlander PHEV GT

World’s #1 Selling Plug-In Hybrid

Starting at
$11,497

2018 Mitsubishi
Mirage G4

#MU5989

Looking for an ALL WHEEL DRIVE SUV? 
24 New Mitsubishi Outlander Sport AWD In Stock!!!

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
SALES EVENT

Going on 
NOW!!!

Bluetooth, Smartphone  
Display, Backup Camera,  
Apple Car and Android Auto 
Compatibility

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 10:54:52 PM
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Your future is 
in your hands. 

Think of 
Kevin B. Comeau 

for your
Future Funeral 

Needs.

Over the years, many families have taken 
advantage of the benefits offered by funeral pre-
arrangement and pre-payment.

We believe in the advantages of pre-planning so 
much, we even honor pre-arrangements made at 
other funeral homes.

You can transfer your arrangements to our funeral 
home without losing any benefits. In fact, we will 
most likely be able to offer you more.

Primary Business Address
486 Main Street
Haverhill, MA 01830

Phone: 978-521-4845
Fax: 978-374-8711
Email: kevincomeau1@aol.com
Website: www.comeaufuneral.com

Kevin B. Comeau
Funeral Home

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 10:54:54 PM



With all 
due respect 
to Julian 
Edelman, 
the eventual 
award win-
ner — and 
Kyle Van 
Noy, Dont’a 

Hightower, Stephon Gilmore 
and Sony Michel, four guys 
also deserving of the honor 
— there really was one only 
one MVP on the field under 
the roof of Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium in Atlanta.

He didn’t touch the ball, 
deck the opposing quarter-
back or float a pass over a 
cornerback. He didn’t rum-
ble like a 6-foot-7 tight end.

This MVP still did the best 
work of his career the night 
of Super Bowl LIII — and 
really for the entire year that 
preceded it. Bill Belichick.

Anyone who knows a lick 

about football knows it.
They have to award the 

Super Bowl MVP to a player, 
and they chose a worthy one. 
Edelman came up big, like he 
always does, with 10 recep-
tions and 141 yards.

Take a broader view of 
the game, however, and 
the high powered, well bal-
anced, multidimensional 
Los Angeles Rams looked 
like the Buffalo Bills.

In the weeks before, 
the high-powered, well-
balanced, multidimensional 
L.A. Chargers and Kansas 
City Chiefs (at least for one 
half) looked the N.Y. Jets.

All of which is attributable 
to Belichick.

The Patriots won Super 
Bowl LIII late on Feb. 3, 2019, 
13-3, adding another chapter 
to the coach’s already long 
legend. The fact that Belich-
ick performed his best work, 
particularly on defense, 
against the “greatest young 
offensive mind” in football, 

Rams coach Sean McVay, 
made this victory even 
sweeter.

The win delivered Belich-
ick his sixth Lombardi Tro-
phy as a coach — an all-time 
record — in 18 seasons. 
That’s six titles in the mod-
ern era, tying the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, who did it over 
four decades and with three 
different head coaches.

Do you remember where 
Belichick was, profession-
ally and personally, on his 
flight home from Minneapo-
lis the first Monday morning 
in February of last year?

He was dead meat. He’d 
refused to play Malcolm 
Butler in the season’s big-
gest game, and whether it 
mattered or not to the out-
come, Belichick was blamed 
for the worst defensive 
performance in Super Bowl 
history in the 41-33 loss to 
Philadelphia.

For the next six months, 
the Patriots’ coach and 

general manager was a tar-
get. His quarterback, Tom 
Brady, dissed him on social 
media, as did a bevy of other 
current and former Patriots.

Then two players who 
have defined the second 
half of the Patriots Dynasty, 
Brady and Rob Gronkowski, 
were no-shows during the 
offseason.

A dinner meeting between 
Belichick and team owner 
Bob Kraft, which was 
caught on a blurry video 
on somebody’s iPhone, was 
embarrassing.

Then came the 2018 sea-
son, with Brady turning 
41 in August. The Patriots 
had no real wide receiver of 
note and no new players on 
defense worth talking about.

Yet, over the next five 
months, the Patriots 
methodically, albeit not 
always in a pretty fashion, 
ascended to the top.

And that’s where the 
coach comes in.

As of late-December, the 

Patriots were as remarkable 
as any other Patriots Super 
Bowl champion.

Mind, there was a Miami 
Miracle and a bad loss in 
Pittsburgh, following suit 
from the early part of the 
season. The Patriots looked 
vulnerable.

No. No. And no.
They are never vulnerable 

with Belichick and Brady.
While people may say 

Belichick has never won a 
Super Bowl without Brady, 
he sort of did on Feb. 3, with 
an average Brady.

Brady came through 
on one huge series, going 
4-for-4 for 67 yards, and get-
ting the ball to the 2-yard 
line on a perfect pass to Rob 
Gronkowski on the game-
clinching drive. But this win 
was Belichick’s baby.

Rams coach McVay – at 
33 he’s half Belichick’s 
age – was out-coached and 
out-maneuvered. The Rams 
offense, which he directs, 
went head to head with 

Belichick’s defense and left 
with three measly points 
and only 260 yards, its low-
est total in two years.

How about measured 
against the past? Did 
Belichick do a better job 
than when he led the Giants 
defense against a much 
better Bills unit in the 1991 
Super Bowl? Can we put any 
Patriots season and Super 
Bowl performance ahead 
of 2001 and an incredible 
playoff run against Oakland, 
Pittsburgh and the St. Louis 
Rams?

Who knows?
I do know what’s hap-

pened around this team the 
last six weeks, and espe-
cially on Super Bowl Sun-
day, puts the Most Valuable 
Person ahead of them all.

Belichick is the greatest in 
an era when just two cham-
pionships would be enough 
to put most people in the 
discussion.

Super Bowl LIII was more 
proof.

Super Bowl victory showed Belichick at his best
Bill Burt
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WANTED
Football Players for new Semi-Pro Football Team

in the New England Football League

Call Coach Keough at 978-857-5579 or email vinnykeough@gmail.com for more information

Head Coach/Owner Vince Keough
• 35 years experience coaching college and high school

• 18 years of age
• 2019 Season (July through September)
• Two evening practices/week
• Weekend games
• Looking for a team sponsor

“Merrimack Valley Hornets”

Are you a football player looking to experience playing again?

HORNETS
MV

HORNETS
MV

“There’s only two things you can do when someone says you’re not good 
enough. You can prove them right or you can prove them wrong.”

                                                                          Julian Edelman

CONGRATULATIONS 
PATS!!

Bishop Fenwick High School
Peabody, MA 978-587-8300

www.fenwick.org

Co-ed        College Prep        Grades 9-12

Where opportunity and achievement meet.

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 10:59:00 PM
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Member FDIC
Member SIF

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 2/1/19 and subject to change. Rate and APY may change after the account is opened. Must be funded with deposits not currently held at Beverly Bank. Fees may reduce earnings on account. Other terms and 
conditions and withdrawal limitations apply. Product offering may be withdrawn at any time. Bank donation to designated nonprofit made annually, based on a percentage of December 31st annual average balance. Account must be open on December 31st.  
** Nonprofit must be registered with Beverly Bank.  # For 2019, the donation percentage is 0.25%. Donation percentage is accurate as of 2-1-19 through 12-31-19 and may change thereafter.

beverlybank.com

A savings account that makes a di�erence in the community.
Your Community Rewards

254 Cabot Street, Beverly •  48 Enon Street, Beverly  •  63 Dodge Street, Beverly •  73 Lafayette Street, Salem •  29 Elm Street, Danvers

COMMUNITY
REWARDS

Your

With a Your Community Rewards savings account:

 • You’ll earn a competitive interest rate
 • We’ll help the nonprofit of your choice.**

How do we help?
Each year Beverly Bank will make a donation equal to a 
percentage# of your annual average balance to the bank-
registered community nonprofit organization of your choice. 
The more you save, the more we give back to the community
- at no cost to you. 

Account benefits include:
      • Competitive interest - currently 1.50% APY
      • $100 to open account and obtain advertised APY
      • No monthly fee if daily balance is $100 or more
      • Online and mobile banking

We pride ourselves on community involvement and volunteer 
efforts. The Your Community Rewards savings account provides 
Beverly Bank the opportunity to give back even more.

Stop by one of our branches and open a Your Community 
Rewards savings account today.

YOUR COMMUNITY REWARDS
JUST GOT MORE REWARDING

YOU
SAVE.

WE
GIVE.

In 2018 Beverly Bank made donations to 17 
nonprofit organizations on behalf of our 
Your Community Rewards account holders.

On February 1, 2019, we raised the APY to 
1.50%. The more you save, the more we will 
donate to the registered nonprofit of your 
choice.  

Pictured receiving donation 
checks are, Above: Lifebridge, 
Top Right, Beverly Bootstraps 
and Right: Family Promise

1.50%*
APY

CONGRATULATIONS PATS! YOU DID YOUR JOB!

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 10:54:54 PM



A decade ago the compari-
sons were to Bill Walsh and 
Peyton Manning.

Then, a few years ago, the 
names thrown around were 
Vince Lombardi and Joe 
Montana.

Now, as of Feb. 4 of this 
year, there are no other 
names, at least not in 
the realm of pro football. 
There are no other faces 
carved on the NFL’s Mount 
Rushmore.

What the coach and 
quarterback duo Bill 
Belichick and Tom Brady 
– who surprisingly aren’t 
really good friends – have 
accomplished over 19 years 
together is unparalleled. 
The latest chapter in their 
achievement was written at 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium in 
Atlanta, where the Patriots 
defeated the Los Angeles 
Rams, 13-3, in Super Bowl 
LIII.

So many surprising 
things happened that night: 
Defense won a champi-
onship. Brady and Rob 
Gronkowski paired up like 
the old days. And another 
team was outmaneuvered 
by Belichick. 

That’s six Super Bowl 
championships -- the same 
as the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers, which had a 4-0 lead 
before this all started in 
New England.

To put that into per-
spective, after joining the 
NFL in 1971, the Patriots 
needed 27 seasons to win 
six playoff games, and 
that included five wins 
over two Super Bowl runs. 
Those 55 years and older 
know what it’s like when 
the cupboard is bare in 
Foxborough.

The fact that Belichick 
and Brady accomplished 
their many feats when the 
NFL became “Dynasty-
proofed” before the turn 

of the century -- with 
lousy draft choices, harder 
schedules, salary caps and 
social media -- is even more 
amazing.

Franchises win and 

disappear. It’s simply 
expected. At least among 31 
other NFL franchises.

Belichick had a private 
meeting with only six mem-
bers of the media shortly 
after taking over football 
operations for the Patriots 
in January 2001. I’ll never 
forget one thing he said 
that day: “I will never mort-
gage the future to win a 
championship.”

Why didn’t he sign some 
of your personal favorites -- 
people like Adam Vinatieri, 
Richard Seymour, Ty Law, 
Asante Samuel, Wes Welker, 
Aqib Talib, Deion Branch 
and Danny Amendola -- 
to new, expensive deals? 
Because they weren’t worth 
it, at least in Belichick’s 
eyes.

The coach pays for future 
performance, not past per-
formance. His biggest move 
in his first job as a head 
coach in Cleveland was 
releasing a quarterback, 

Bernie Kosar, who was 
a rare athlete who said 
he wanted to play for the 
Browns. 

It was “heartless.” It was 
also the right move. Kosar 
had a big contract at the 
time. He was a journeyman 
quarterback the rest of his 
career. 

Brady has more than held 
up his end of this pairing. 
A rare breed himself, he 
drank the Belichick Kool-
Aid, even when it might’ve 
been a little sour tasting 
the last 12 months. Belich-
ick’s magic elixir induces 
employees to choose win-
ning over salary.

Look at Belichick’s 
trusted assistants, includ-
ing director of player 
personnel Nick Caserio, 
offensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels and ex-defen-
sive assistant Brian Flores, 
who left a day after Super 
Bowl LIII to take over the 
Miami Dolphins. All started 

as “coffee delivery” boys 
and airport drivers for the 
team.

Running backs coach Ivan 
Fears has been here since 
1991. Why is he still here?

“Because I love it here,” 
said Fears. “I don’t want 
to be any other place. This 
franchise is about winning. 
Isn’t that what everybody 
wants?”

Apparently not.
Patriots owner Robert 

Kraft deserves his share of 
the credit too. He has given 
Belichick the resources 
and power to make all the 
calls without bureaucracy 
and channels of power. 
Kraft handed the keys to 
Belichick. The rest was 
history. 

For nearly two decades, 
Belichick and Brady have 
figured it out. The only 
thing that matters is 
winning.

And they’ve done it better 
than anyone.

Belichick, Brady and the NFL’s Mount Rushmore
By Bill Burt

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
Bill Belichick walks onto the 
field before the start of Super 
Bowl LIII.
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147 South Main Street, Middleton, MA 
978-774-2555

www.familymedicinemiddleton.com 

We provide dedicated and focused care to patients of all ages.

For appointments please call 
978-774-2555 

(evening hours available)
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The New England Patriots 
not only beat the Los Ange-
les Rams, 13-3, in the lowest 
scoring Super Bowl ever. 
They crushed them. They 
never trailed. They owned 
the line of scrimmage. They 
made all of the big plays on 
offense and defense. Here 
we break down 10 reasons 
why the Patriots were the 
better team:

1. Couldn’t cover Edelman
The Rams defense, includ-

ing its defensive Wade 
Phillips, did an outstanding 
job keep the Patriots from 
blowing the game open. 
But the Patriots controlled 
the game, especially when 
it counted in the first half, 
and Julian Edelman was the 
Patriots’ top weapon. The 
Rams took away the short 
passes to James White and 
long passes to Chris Hogan, 
but they had no answer 
for Edelman, who had 10 
receptions for 141 yards en 
route to the MVP Award. 
They tried doubling him 
a few times, but it didn’t 
work. He finished with eight 
first-down catches and had 
a catch for 13 yards on the 

game-winning drive.

2. Field position
In last year’s Super Bowl, 

the Patriots and Eagles 
combined for one punt. 
In Atlanta, there were 14 
punts between the Pats 
and Rams. Why was that 
important? Three of the 
Patriots’ five punts were 
downed inside the Rams’ 
10-yard line. With the Rams 
pinned down and having 
trouble moving the ball, it 
kept the Patriots offense 
near mid-field for most of 
the game. The Rams’ aver-
age field position was the 
17 yard line after those 
punts. “People don’t like to 
talk field position. It’s bor-
ing,” said Patriots special 
teamer Matthew Slater, who 
downed two of those punts 
inside the 10. “To us, it’s as 
important as anything. In 
tough, defensive games, you 
can win with field position.”

3. Run, Sony, run
What a playoff run for 

Patriots rookie running 
back Sony Michel. In 
three games he rushed 71 
times for 336 yards and six 
touchdowns. In the Super 
Bowl, it was 18 rushes for 
96 yards and a touchdown. 

Bill Belichick’s top themes 
as coach are consistency 
and production. Michel 
checked both boxes. He was 
a tough, inside runner who 

was among the top running 
backs in yards after being 
hit. When he rushed for 60 
or more yards, the Patriots 
were undefeated (9-0).

4. Gronk’s big play

Rob Gronkowski admitted 
during Super Bowl week 
that injuries caught up to 

him this season. But, like 
Michel, he played his best 
football in January. While 
his production wasn’t like 
“old Gronk,” he was huge 
at the end of the last two 
games, including receptions 
on the final scoring drives 
in Kansas City (AFC title) 
and Atlanta (Super Bowl). 
He was the No. 2 target for 
Brady against the Rams (6 
receptions, 87 yards), one of 
which was the biggest play 
of the game, a 29-yard go-
route to the 2-yard line.

5. The other McCourty
Jason McCourty made 

the biggest play of the game 
on defense, breaking up a 
sure-touchdown pass from 
Jared Goff to Brandin Cooks 
in the back of the end zone. 
It would have put the Rams 
ahead 7-3 late in the third 
quarter, but Jason made 
up 20 yards in no time and 
barely broke it up. When we 
talk about this Super Bowl, 
this might be the play that 
the Rams remember most.

One night in Atlanta

By Bill Burt

 
reasons why 
the Patriots  
won No. 6

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photos
Rob Gronkowski came up with two big catches — including this one near the goal line — to set up the only touchdown of Super 
Bowl LIII.

Rams head coach Sean McVay, right, and New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick, left, 
greet each other on the field before the start of Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in 
Atlanta. 

Continued, Page S12
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6. Blocking Donald
The Patriots have a his-

tory of shutting down great 
defensive linemen. Exhibit A 
is Houston Texans sensation 
J.J. Watt, who not only has 
never beaten the Patriots 
(0-7), he has only a half-sack 
against them. Aaron Donald, 
the reigning NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year, found him-
self double-teamed for most 
of the game. And he rarely 
got near Brady. He said going 
in that he needed to play well 
for the Rams to win. It never 
happened. In the Rams’ four 
losses this year, Donald 
didn’t have a sack.

7. Defense won 
championship

Bill Belichick went back 
to his roots — defense. 
Belichick cut his teeth win-
ning ugly football games. 
The Patriots defense had 
the Rams uncomfortable 
for the entire game. Where 
have we seen this before? 
Maybe a few hundred 
times. How about the Super 
Bowl XXXVI win over the 

Greatest Team on Turf, the 
St. Louis Rams, who got two 
late TDs in a 20-17 loss to the 
Patriots? In this year’s AFC 
Championship, the Patriots 
shutout the Chiefs in the 
first half, the only time that 
had happened this season. 
Against the Rams, the Patri-
ots allowed 260 total yards 
to a team that had averaged 
421.1 for the season.

8. Patience on offense
When your defense is on 

its game and you know it, 
you can play close to the vest 
like the Patriots did against 
the Rams. The Patriots piled 
up a lot of yards (407) and 
never got frazzled or desper-
ate despite it not being easy. 
The fact the Patriots were 
able to have so much bal-
ance (32 rushes, 33 passes) 
played into their “control.” 
The Patriots finally had their 
moment when they needed 
to score, early in the fourth 
quarter, and they did.

9. Experience over 
inexperience

While the teams were like 
night and day when it came 

Patriots rookie running back Sony Michel (26), here dashing past the Rams’ John Johnson III (43), rushed for 94 yards on 18 
carries and scored the only touchdown in Super Bowl LIII.

�� Continued from Page S11
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to Super Bowl experience, the chasm 
was more evident on the sidelines. 
Belichick, 66, simply overwhelmed 
Rams coach Sean McVay, 33. McVay, 
who also runs the offense, had no feel 
for what the Patriots were doing on 
defense. His quarterback was getting 
hit all game and all he could be seen 
doing was consoling Goff. Experience 
really isn’t a big deal on the field. 
The team that plays the best wins. 
But it mattered with the coaches. In 
fact, McVay noted it afterward, to his 
credit.

10. Adjustments on winning drive
The difference between the Patriots 

and the Rams, or really most teams, 
is how the Patriots scored their only 
touchdown. Offensive coordinator 
Josh McDaniels was upset that “noth-
ing” was working so they drew up 
plays as the fourth quarter began, with 
Brady by his side. After a first down 
pass to Gronkowski, the Patriots ran 
three straight plays from the same 
formation (Rex Burkhead wide left; 
Gronk inside of him; and Edelman 
motioning from right to the left side, 
inside of Gronk). Brady threw to each 
player — Edelman, Burkhead and 
Gronk — the last of whom got the ball 
to the 2 yard line. It was the flexibility 
of this team that allowed the only easy 
drive of the game.

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photos
Patriots defensive end Deatrich Wise (91) moves in on Los Angeles Rams quarterback Jared Goff.
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Jan. 10, 2010. It was argu-
ably the low point of the 
Patriots’ two-decade run of 
dominance.

After an up-and-down 
regular season, New Eng-
land hosted the Baltimore 
Ravens in the AFC Wild 
Card round and got demol-
ished. The Ravens led 24-0 
by the end of the first quar-
ter, and at no point in the 
33-14 loss was there any rea-
son to believe the Patriots 
had a shot at coming back.

But something happened 
that day, something few 
noticed at the time and 
few remember even to this 
day. Julian Edelman, then 
a 23-year-old rookie play-
ing his first full season as a 
wide receiver, had perhaps 
the best game of his career 
to that point. The seventh-
round pick, who had been 
playing quarterback at Kent 
State barely a year earlier, 
had six catches for 44 yards 
and New England’s only two 
touchdowns on the day.

It was a performance that 
stuck with Bill Belichick, 
and one he came back to 
as Edelman was presented 
with the Super Bowl MVP 
award.

“He probably was our 
best player on the field,” 

Belichick said. “Now, we 
didn’t play well that day, and 
we got hammered, but he 
played that game the way he 
played the Ohio State game 
when he was at Kent State. 
Catching a slip screen on 
fourth-and-10 and breaking 
five tackles to get the first 
down.”

As it turned out, that 
performance was a sign of 
things to come.

Over the past decade, 
Edelman has been 

responsible for many of the 
defining plays of the late-era 
Patriots dynasty, and he’s 
been a crucial piece in help-
ing New England capture 
three Super Bowl titles in 
the last five years. 

In 2014, Edelman helped 
lead New England’s improb-
able comeback over the 
Ravens by hitting Danny 
Amendola for a 51-yard 
touchdown pass, and in 
the Super Bowl he shook 
off a massive hit from Kam 

Chancellor to convert a 
must-have, third-and-13 
play before beating Tharold 
Simon for the game-winning 
touchdown shortly after.

Two years later, Edelman 
made arguably the greatest 
catch in NFL history, snatch-
ing a tipped ball inches from 
the ground between several 
defenders’ legs late in Super 
Bowl LI to set up the game-
tying touchdown and the 
eventual overtime victory.

He missed all of last year 
with a torn ACL, and then 
a four-game suspension for 
performance enhancing 
drug use sidelined him for 
the first month of this sea-
son. At age 32, there was 
good reason to wonder if 
Edelman would ever be the 
same player again.

But Edelman put 
those worries to rest 
quickly, matching the per-
game production of his best 
seasons while re-establish-
ing himself as Tom Brady’s 
most trusted receiver.

Then, when the postsea-
son began, Edelman took 

his game to new heights 
once more.

In the Patriots’ three play-
off games, Edelman made 
26 catches for 388 yards. 
That included several key 
third-down conversions late 
in the AFC Championship 
win over the Kansas City 
Chiefs, and then in Super 
Bowl LIII, he personally 
outgained the Rams 93-57 
in the first half. He kept the 
offense moving even when 
everyone else struggled, and 
he earned Super Bowl MVP 
honors after finishing with 
10 catches for 141 yards in 
the 13-3 win.

“I’m just so proud of him,” 
Tom Brady said of his close 
friend after the game. “He’s 
been an incredible player for 
this team in the playoffs and 
he just cemented himself, 
again, in the history of the 
NFL for what his accom-
plishments are.”

“It’s an incredible story,” 

Belichick said Monday. 
“Coming back from the 
injury last year, you just see 
Julian in there every day 
competing against himself, 
trying to get better, trying 
to continue to rehab and 
regain the excellence at his 
position that he has come 
to do.”

Once a converted quar-
terback with no clear future 
in the league, Edelman may 
now earn Hall of Fame con-
sideration when all is said 
and done. With 115 catches 
for 1,412 yards in 18 postsea-
son games, he has a post-
season resume surpassed 
only by Jerry Rice. He’s one 
of the few players in league 
history who can say they 
were an essential piece of 
one of the league’s greatest 
dynasties.

And it all started on a 
cold, depressing afternoon 
in Foxborough nearly a 
decade ago.

Super Bowl LIII MVP

Even early on, Belichick could see  
greatness in Julian Edelman

By Mac Cerullo

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photos
Julian Edelman (11) dashes downfield during the third quarter of Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes-
Benz Stadium in Atlanta. 

Tom Brady often looked to Julian Edelman for key yardage in 
Super Bowl LIII.
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Julian Edelman was 
named Super Bowl MVP, 
and he was deserving of 
the honor. But anyone who 
watched Super Bowl LIII 
could see the true Most 
Valuable Player for the 
Patriots was the defense.

Disrespected and dis-
missed early in the season, 
the Patriots put forth a 
championship effort, hold-
ing the high-powered Los 
Angeles Rams to three 
points. The win reflected a 
complete team effort, with 
everyone from the front 
seven to secondary doing 
their jobs to stymie the 
Rams and keep third-year 
quarterback Jared Goff on 
his toes.

But while no one player 
stood out, a strong case 
could be made for lineback-
ers Dont’a Hightower and 
Kyle Van Noy as Super Bowl 
MVPs.

All game long, Hightower 
and Van Noy terrorized Goff 
while causing havoc in the 
Rams backfield. The two 
spent much of the game at 
or near the line of scrim-
mage. On a combined 45 
pass-rush snaps, the two 
totaled six tackles, three 
sacks, six quarterback hits 
and nine pressures.

Many of those plays came 
in key spots. Van Noy’s sack 
came after running down 
Goff on third-and-2 near 
midfield late in the second 
quarter, and Hightower’s 
first came on the very next 
offensive snap for the Rams 
on the subsequent drive. 

Those plays combined to 
help ensure Los Ange-
les didn’t score prior to 
halftime.

Hightower in particular 
was a menace to start the 
second half. Coming out of 
the break, he nearly inter-
cepted Goff’s first pass of 

the half, and on the next 
possession he hurried Goff 
into a bad throw while 
nearly picking up a safety 
on a third-and-6 play deep in 
LA territory to force a punt. 
The next series out, the 
Rams were putting together 

BROTHERS OF DESTRUCTION
How Hightower and Van Noy dominated defensive effort

By Mac Cerullo

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photos
Patriots linebacker Kyle Van Noy (53) reacts after sacking 
Los Angles Rams quarterback Jared Goff during the second 
quarter of Super Bowl LIII.

Dont’a Hightower celebrates after sacking Los Angeles Rams quarterback Jared Goff during 
the fourth quarter of Super Bowl LIII.

Continued, Page S17
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their best drive of the game, 
but then on third and 7, 
Hightower smoked Rams 
guard Austin Blythe and got 
to Goff untouched for his 
second sack.

That turned a great red 
zone opportunity into a 
53-yard field goal attempt 
for Greg Zuerlein.

Finally, with the Patriots 
defending a 10-3 lead and 
the Rams driving for a tie, 
Van Noy rocked Goff as 
he threw, forcing a second 
down incompletion. Then, 
on the decisive interception 
to Stephon Gilmore, Hight-
ower was among a pack of 
Patriots barreling into the 
backfield, prompting Goff to 
chuck up a prayer.

“He’s a dog and I try to be 
a dog. We’re elite football 
players. We believe it,” Van 
Noy said after the game. 
“We have teammates that 
are elite, and we all on point. 
We communicated well, and 
we executed the game plan 
at an amazing level.”

Hightower’s and Van 
Noy’s Super Bowl heroics 

were nothing new. Accord-
ing to Pro Football Focus, 
the pair rushed the passer 
120 times and logged 27 
pressures in New England’s 
three post-season games.

During the regular sea-
son, no linebacker duo was 
more prolific in rushing 
the quarterback, with Van 
Noy leading all off-ball line-
backers with 275 pass-rush 
snaps while Hightower was 

third in the league with 197.
After spending an entire 

season listening to doubts 
about whether the Patriots 
had the talent or ability on 
defense to win a champion-
ship, neither Hightower 
nor Van Noy were shy 
about letting all of their 
doubters know they were 
wrong. But while neither 
went so far as saying one 
of them should have been 

MVP, Van Noy gave his fel-
low linebacker a shoutout, 
pointing to him from across 
the room at the podium 
and praising him for his 
performance.

“I love that man. He’s like 
my brother. We’ve been 
doing it for the last three 
and a half years together, 
and I’d go out there with 
him anytime,” Van Noy said. 
“We’ll run games at any 
point, we’re always ready.”

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photos
Patriots linebackers Kyle Van Noy (53) and Dont’a Hightower 
(54) celebrate after a play in the third quarter.

Kyle Van Noy (53) sacks Rams 
quarterback Jared Goff.

Dont’a Hightower (54), left, tries to plow through a line of Los 
Angeles Rams including Mark Barron (26) and John Johnson III 
(43) right.

�� Continued from Page S15
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New England 
Patriots defensive 
back Jason 
McCourty (30) 
leaps to knock 
away a possible 
touchdown pass 
to Los Angeles 
Rams wide 
receiver Brandin 
Cooks during the 
third quarter of 
Super Bowl LIII. 
It was one of the 
signature plays of 
the game.

PAUL BILODEAU/ 
Staff photo

Jason McCourty looks 
exactly like his identical 
twin and New England 
Patriots lifer, Devin.

But, in some respects, the 
two didn’t seem related — 
at least when it comes to 
winning football games.

In nine previous seasons 
(eight with Titans, one with 
Browns), Jason not only 
never won a division title, 
he never played a playoff 
game.

And, for the past eight 
months he acted like it.

Jason acted like a kid in a 
candy store, or at least a kid 
planning a trip to a candy 
store. His exuberance was 
everywhere.

“I can’t help it,” he said. 

“From the first day I got 
here, I knew it was differ-
ent. I knew we had a chance 
to do something special. 
Remember, my brother is 
my best friend, and I talk to 
him every day.”

The “other” McCourty, 
whom the Patriots picked 
up from Cleveland for a 
draft pick almost a year ago, 
was a breath of fresh air in 
a season that, at times, was 
dull, disjointed, imprecise.

AFC East titles don’t 
mean much around here, at 
least not right now. Neither 
do berths in the AFC Cham-
pionship or actual confer-
ence championships.

Jason McCourty was hav-
ing none of it.

He went skipping off the 
field after receiving his AFC 

East Divisional champion-
ship T-shirt and hat, as if he 
was going to tell his mom 
something special.

“You know a lot of guys in 
this locker room experience 
different things,” he said. 
“You know, for (Devin), he 
has won his division every 
year ... not that he takes 
it for granted, but he goes 
into every season with that 
expectation.

“Other years we strive for 
that, but I cannot go as far 
to say it was expected,” he 
added. “I think every step 
you take moving forward, 
and any type of success you 
have, you just want to cher-
ish it for a second before 
you move on. Especially for 
me, 10 years, you know how 
hard that journey is. Being 

The other McCourty
Twin brought excitement, exuberance,  

big plays to championship season
By Bill Burt
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www.pikemarine.com

THE
REPOWER
EXPERTS

New England’s Newest Dealer

PIKE MARINE

THE
REPOWER
EXPERTS
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so close sometimes, letting 
it slip through your fingers, 
so I will enjoy the rest of 
today then get ready for 

playing the New York Jets.”
His appreciation is 

refreshing, isn’t it?
Devin enjoyed the ride 

with his twin.
“I’m ecstatic, man,” said 

Devin after the divisional 
win. “We’ve been telling 

him for three weeks now 
that we’re going to get him 
a hat and T-shirt.”

Even better, just over a 

month later, Jason got to 
hold the Lombardi Trophy 
on the Mercedes-Benz Sta-
dium field.

In the locker room after 
the Super Bowl, owner Rob-
ert Kraft made it a point 
to congratulate him and 
remind him that he had a 
bigger role in winning the 
Super Bowl than he prob-
ably realized.

“You showing that excite-
ment gave perspective to 
the guys and everyone 
else,” said Kraft. “Seeing 
your spontaneity and hap-
piness helped the whole 
locker room. So, people 
appreciate it.”

But Jason offered more 
than happiness. He offered 
big plays, none bigger than 
his breakup of an apparent 
touchdown pass to Brandin 
Cooks in the back of the 
end zone in Super Bowl 
LIII.

Jason was about 20 
yards from the play when 
he realized Cooks was 
alone. He was in the right 
side of the end zone, with 
nobody in his area, when 
he sprinted toward Cooks, 

who was just in front of 
the uprights. Jason hit 
Cooks’ arm just as the ball 
arrived, sending it sailing 
away and Cooks to the turf.

“It was the play of the 
game,” said Devin, who 
was the closest Patriot to 
the play. “I am so proud of 
him. He had a great year 
and even better playoffs.”

In fact, the Patriots 
started their upward trend 
in a win over the Bills on 
Dec. 23. Jason had a great 
interception that day, snar-
ing the ball high above his 
head and barely scraping 
both feet inbounds.

A bigger play was the 
fumble he forced on the 
Patriots’ 6-yard line, rip-
ping the ball from Bills 
tight end Jason Croom’s 
grasp, killing the last bit 
of momentum for the Bills, 
who trailed only 21-6 at the 
time.

“This has been a dream 
come true for me,” said 
Jason. “It’s a season I’ll 
never forget ... Honestly, I 
sensed this was a special 
place when I came to (off-
season workouts) in April.”

McCourty and Cooks crash to the ground after McCourty knocked the ball out of Cooks’ hands.
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191 South Main St, Suite 102,  
Middleton, MA 

978-774-2800
Other Locations: Boston & Marlborough

www.massfeet.com

Let Us Treat Your  

FOOT & ANKLE PAIN
Dr. Matthew P. Butler

Foot & Ankle Specialist

Clinical Expertise 
Includes:

• Podiatric Medicine

• Surgery

• Sports Medicine

• Orthotics

• Pediatric

•  Diabetic Wound           
Management

Serving 
Good Food 

is Our 
Business!

CALL AHEAD FOR FASTER SERVICE

978-745-7779

145 NORTH STREET (RTE. 114) SALEM, MA 01970

WE 
DELIVER

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

MONDAY-SATURDAY: 11:00AM-10:30PM • SUNDAY: NOON-10:00PM

www.kingsroastbeef.com

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1

Congratulations

to the Pats!
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Offers expire February 28th, 2019. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

$500
ENJOY ROOM BY ROOM COMFORT

UP  
TO  OFF

• HEATING
• COOLING
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRIC

on a Mitsubishi  
Ductless System

 OFF$1,000
UP TO

on a new  
Heating and Cooling System

On Any Service Call  
Over $375

$75 
Don’t let a small problem become a big one!

 OFF
SILA.COM  781.438.4114

Take Advantage  
of our February Special Offers!

2019.02_MA_EagleTrib_Multi_10.167x 10.25.indd   1 2/8/2019   10:47:53 AM
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SUPER BOWL LIII STATISTICS
SUPER BOWL RECORDS  
SET IN SUPER BOWL LIII

`` Most Super Bowl Games 
Played (9) Tom Brady

`` Most Super Bowl Games 
Played on Winning Team (6) 
Tom Brady

`` Oldest Starting QB on a Win-
ning Team (41) Tom Brady

`` Most Super Bowl Games 
by a Head Coach (9) Bill 
Belichick

`` Most Super Bowl Games on a 
Winning Team by a Head Coach 
(6) Bill Belichick

`` Oldest Head Coach, Winning 
Team (66) Bill Belichick

`` Most Passes, Career Super 
Bowl Appearances (392) Tom 
Brady

`` Most Completions, Career 
Super Bowl Appearances 
(256) Tom Brady

`` Most Passing Yards, Career 
Appearances (2,838) Tom 
Brady

`` Longest Punt (65 yards) 
Johnny Hekker

`` Most Super Bowl Games 
Played by a Team (11) New 
England

`` Fewest Points in a Super Bowl, 
by Both Teams (16) New 
England (13) vs. L.A. 
Rams (3)

`` Fewest Points in a Super Bowl, 
scored by the winning team 
(13) New England

`` Fewest Points by Both Teams, 
through Three Quarters (6) 
New England (3) vs. L.A. 
Rams (3)

`` Fewest Touchdowns per Game 
by Both Teams (1) New Eng-
land (1) vs. L.A. Rams (0)

`` Fewest PATs per Game, by Both 
Teams (1) New England (1) 
vs. L.A. Rams (0)

`` Fewest Kickoff Returns per 
Game, by Both Teams (2) 
New England (1) vs. L.A. 
Rams (1) 

`` Most Consecutive Drives End-
ing With A Punt, per Game, by 
Either Team (8) L.A. Rams

SUPER BOWL RECORDS  
TIED IN SUPER BOWL LIII

`` Most Super Bowl Field Goals 
in a Career (7) Stephen 
Gostkowski

`` Most Receptions in a First Half 
(7) Julian Edelman

`` Most Punt Returns, Career (8) 
Julian Edelman

`` Most Games Won by a Team (6) 
New England

`` Fewest Points Scored in a 
Game, by a Team (3) L.A. 
Rams

`` Fewest Touchdowns in a Game, 
by a Team (0) L.A. Rams

`` Most First Downs By Penalty, 
in a Game, Team (4) New 
England

`` Fewest Touchdowns, Passing, 
Game, Both Teams (0) New 
England vs. L.A. Rams

`` Fewest Fumbles Lost, Game, 
Both Teams (0) New Eng-
land vs. L.A. Rams

Source: Elias Sports Bureau

SUPER BOWL RECORDS
Feb. 3, 2019

Mercedes Benz Stadium, Atlanta, Georgia
Box Score

................................... 1	 2	 3	 4	 F
New England .............0 	 3	  0 	 10	  13
L.A. Rams..................  0 	 0 	 3 	 0	  3

Attendance: 70,081
Scoring

Second Quarter: NE - FG Gostkowski 42 yard, 
10:29. Drive: 7 plays, 39 yards, 3:29. Key plays: 
Brady 25-yard pass to Edelman on 3rd-and-1; 
Brady 4-yard pass to Gronkowski on 3rd-and-9; 
New England 3, L.A. Rams 0.

Third Quarter: LAR - FG Zuerlein 53 yard, 2:11. 
Drive: 10 plays, 42 yards, 4:22. Key plays: Goff 
15-yard pass to Cooks; Goff 18-yard pass to 
Woods on 3rd-and-6. New England 3, L.A. Rams 
3.

Fourth Quarter: NE - TD Michel, 2-yard run 
(Gostkowski PAT), 7:00. Drive: 5 plays, 69 yards, 
2:49. Key plays: Brady 18-yard pass to 
Gronkowski; Brady 13-yard pass to Edelman; 
Brady 29-yard pass to Gronkowski. New England 
10, L.A. Rams 3.

Fourth Quarter: NE - FG Gostkowski 41 yard, 
1:12. Drive: 9 plays, 72 yards, 3:05. Key Plays: 
Michel 26-yard run; Burkhead 26-yard run. New 
England 13, L.A. Rams 3.

Team Stats
............................................... NE............. LAR
First Downs.............................22.............. 14
Rushing....................................6.................2
Passing....................................12.............. 11
Penalty.....................................4.................1
Third Down Eff......................3-12...........3-13
Fourth Down Eff.....................0-1.............0-0
Total Net Yards.......................407............ 260
Total Plays...............................68.............. 60
Avg Gain................................. 6.0..............4.3
Net Yards Rushing..................154............. 62
Rushes.....................................32.............. 18
Avg Per Rush.......................... 4.8..............3.4
Net Yards Passing...................253............ 198
Sacked-Yards Lost..................1-9............4-31
Gross-Yards Passing..............262............ 229
Completed-Att.....................21-35.........19-38
Had Intercepted......................1.................1
Yards-Pass Play...................... 7.0..............4.7
Kickoffs-Endzone-Tb............ 4-3-3..........2-1-1
Punts-Avg............................ 5-43.0........ 9-46.3
Punts Blocked..........................0.................0

Fgs-Pats Blocked....................0-0.............0-0
Total Return Yardage..............40.............. 39
Punt Returns..........................2-2............2-12
Kickoff Returns.....................1-38...........1-27
Interceptions.........................1-0.............1-0
Penalties-Yards.....................3-20...........9-65
Fumbles-Lost.........................1-0.............1-0
Time Of Possession.............33:10.........26:50

Individual stats
RUSHING_New England, Michel 18-94, Burk-

head 7-43, Edelman 1-8, Patterson 2-7, White 
2-4, Brady 2-(minus 2). L.A. Rams, Gurley 10-35, 
Anderson 7-22, Woods 1-5.

PASSING_New England, Brady 21-35-1-262. 
L.A. Rams, Goff 19-38-1-229.

RECEIVING_New England, Edelman 10-141, 
Gronkowski 6-87, Burkhead 2-15, Patterson 
2-14, White 1-5. L.A. Rams, Cooks 8-120, Woods 
5-70, Reynolds 3-28, Anderson 2-12, Gurley 
1-(minus 1).

PUNT RETURNS_New England, Edelman 2-2. 
L.A. Rams, Natson 2-12.

KICKOFF RETURNS_New England, Patterson 
1-38. L.A. Rams, Natson 1-27.

TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS_New England, 
Jones 6-2-1, Gilmore 5-0-0, McCourty 4-1-0, 
Wise 3-2-0, Van Noy 3-0-1, Flowers 2-1-0, Hight-
ower 2-0-2, Guy 2-0-0, Shelton 2-0-0, Chung 
1-2-0, Jackson 1-1-0, McCourty 1-1-0, Roberts 
1-0-0, McClellan 1-0-0, Brown 0-2-0. L.A. Rams, 
Littleton 6-4-0, Peters 5-2-0, Brockers 5-2-0, 
Johnson 5-2-0, Joyner 4-2-0, Talib 4-0-0, Fowler 
4-0-0, Barron 3-5-0, Ebukam 3-0-0, Donald 1-4-
0, Robey-Coleman 1-1-0, Suh 1-1-0, Franklin-
Myers 1-0-1.

INTERCEPTIONS_New England, Gilmore 1-0. 
L.A. Rams, Littleton 1-0.

MISSED FIELD GOALS_New England, Gost-
kowski 46. L.A. Rams, Zuerlein 48.

Officials
Referee John Parry, Ump Fred Bryan, HL Ed 

Camp, LJ Jeff Bergman, FJ Steve Zimmer, SJ 
Eugene Hall, BJ Terrence Miles, Replay Jim 
Lapetina.

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
LaAdrian Waddle (68) and kicker Stephen Gostkowski 
celebrate at the end of Super Bowl LIII.
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Endorsed by; Veterinarians, Police and Animal shelters
Michael Citro -Training Director/Kennel Manager

“Since 1990”

 German Shepherd Puppies available
 Training  Day Care  Grooming

Boarding - Heated/Air Conditioned Kennel
 Indoor/Outdoor   Staffed 24 Hours

 Vet. on Call  Daily Walks
 Best Breed Pet Foods

 In Kennel Training Programs
 Canine Good Citizen Group Class

All Breeds Welcome
“Since 1990”

Baystate K-9 
Training Kennel

Celebrating 29 years !

9 FORMS WAY, RTE 114, MIDDLETON, MA 01949 • 978-777-1777 
www.baystatek9usa.com

Karaoke 
Friday and 
Saturday

Celebrate your 
Special Event 

with us!

Order Online at www.fantasyislandsalem.com
516 Loring Avenue, Salem, MA 01970

Tel: (978) 745-1700

Asian Cuisine  |  Dine In  |  Take Out
Delivery | Catering and Bar  |  Keno

$3 OFF
Any food purchase of $25 or more

Tax, tip or delivery charge not included. Must mention coupon to redeem offer.
One coupon per order. Expires 4/30/19

$5 OFF
Any food purchase of $35 or more

Tax, tip or delivery charge not included. Must mention coupon to redeem offer.
One coupon per order. Expires 4/30/19
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GAME 1
Houston at New England
Sunday, Sept. 9, 2018
Patriots 27, Texans 20

The skinny: After a turbulent 
off-season in which Tom Brady 
and Rob Gronkowski both 
skipped the team’s voluntary 
workouts, the Patriots looked 
just like their old selves in a 
decisive season-opening win. 
Brady threw for 277 yards and 
three touchdowns, while the 
Texans’ offense struggled as 
quarterback Deshaun Watson 
appeared rusty coming off an 
ACL injury that cut his first sea-
son as a starter short.

Key play: The tone was 
set early after Brady hit 
Gronkowski for a vintage 
21-yard touchdown on the first 
drive of the game.

Quote: “I’m just glad to be 
here, glad to be part of this 
team, glad to be part of this 
organization,” Gronkowski said 
after the game.

GAME 2
New England at 
Jacksonville
Sunday, Sept. 16, 2018
Jaguars 31, Patriots 20

The skinny: In a rematch of 
last year’s AFC Championship 
Game, the Jacksonville Jaguars 
outlasted the Patriots in a pun-
ishing heat approaching 100 
degrees at field level. Jaguars 
quarterback Blake Bortles had 
the best game of his career, 
throwing four touchdown 
passes — including three in the 
first half — while victimizing 
the Patriots with several key 
first-down rushes to extend 
drives.

Key play: Bortles’ last touch-
down was a 61-yarder to Dede 
Westbrook in the fourth quar-
ter, which put the Jaguars 
ahead 31-13 and effectively 
sealed the win.

Quote: “We feel like if we’re at 
the top of our game, we can’t be 
beat,” said All-Pro Jaguars cor-
nerback Jalen Ramsey, whose 
team would go on to lose eight 
of its next nine games.

GAME 3
New England at Detroit
Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018

Lions 26, Patriots 10
The skinny: Facing former 

defensive coordinator Matt 
Patricia, the Patriots suffered 
one of their worst defeats in 
years, managing only 209 yards 
of total offense while going 2 for 
9 on third down conversions. 
Tom Brady went 14 for 26 with a 
touchdown and an interception 
while getting sacked twice, and 
no Patriots skill position player 
managed better than 51 yards.

Key play: After cutting the defi-
cit to three points on a 10-yard 
touchdown pass to James 
White in the third quarter, the 
Patriots surrendered a 33-yard 
touchdown pass from Matthew 
Stafford to Marvin Jones Jr. to 
fall behind by two scores again. 

The Lions would tack on two 
field goals in the fourth quarter 
to pull away.

Quote: “I’m sure it meant a 
lot, his first win as head coach,” 
said Stafford when asked about 
Patricia. “Probably no sweeter 
than to do it against your old 
team.”

GAME 4
Miami at New England
Sunday, Sept. 30, 2018
Patriots 38, Dolphins 7

The skinny: Coming in at 1-2 
while the Miami Dolphins were 
3-0, there was concern that 
another loss could spell real 
trouble for the Patriots in the 
short and long term. Those 

doubts were quickly erased, 
however, after the Patriots 
dominated the Dolphins for one 
of the most lopsided wins of the 
season. Rookie running back 
Sony Michel rushed for 112 
yards and a touchdown, Brady 
threw for 274 yards and three 
touchdowns, and James White 
had 112 yards from scrimmage 
and two total touchdowns. 
Meanwhile, the defense held 
the Dolphins to just 172 yards of 
total offense.

Key play: Phillip Dorsett 
caught a 9-yard touchdown 
pass from Tom Brady with 0:18 
seconds left before halftime, 
putting the Patriots ahead 24-0 
at the break. The Patriots would 
eventually make it 38-0 before 

the Dolphins finally scored a 
late touchdown with 2:42 to go.

Quote: “We hadn’t played well 
in the last weeks,” Brady said. 
“This game’s great. But you’ve 
got to turn the page.”

GAME 5
Indianapolis at New 
England
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018
Patriots 38, Colts 24

The skinny: Having missed 
the first four games of the 
season due to a PED suspen-
sion, Julian Edelman returned 
for his first game since Super 
Bowl LI against Atlanta. The 
veteran receiver made seven 
catches for 57 yards, and Tom 

Brady also threw his 500th 
career touchdown pass, hit-
ting newly acquired receiver 
Josh Gordon for a 34-yard TD 
pass in the fourth quarter.

Key play: Brady’s historic 
touchdown pass to Gordon 
came after the Colts scored two 
second half touchdowns to turn 
a 24-3 halftime deficit into a far 
more competitive 24-17 game. 
Gordon’s score pushed the lead 
back to two touchdowns and 
Sony Michel’s 34-yard touch-
down run in the fourth quarter 
put the game away.

Quote: “During the rehab you 
are just sitting there and wait-
ing to get back on the field,” 
Edelman said. “It felt great to 
be out there with the guys.”

GAME 6
Kansas City at  
New England
Sunday, Oct. 14, 2018
Patriots 43, Chiefs 40

The skinny: One of the most 
highly anticipated games of 
the season lived up to the hype. 
The Patriots took a 24-9 half-
time lead over the Chiefs, but 
second-year sensation Patrick 
Mahomes led the Chiefs back 
with a monster second half. The 
Chiefs took the lead midway 
through the fourth quarter 
and tied it again with 3:03 to 
play, but the Patriots were 
able to win on a last-second 
28-yard field goal by Stephen 
Gostkowski.

Key play: Just prior to Gost-
kowski’s winning kick, Tom 
Brady found Rob Gronkowski 
for a 39-yard completion, setting 
up the relatively easy kick for 
the win.

Quote: “It’s tough to slow 
these guys down, they’ve 
been scoring a lot of points all 
year,” Brady said. “They’re 
going to be pretty tough to 
stop. Glad we had our last shot 
and glad we took advantage 
of it.”

GAME 7
New England at Chicago
Sunday, Oct. 21, 2018
Patriots 38, Bears 31

The skinny: Cordarrelle Patter-
son had a 95-yard kickoff return 
touchdown and Kyle Van Noy 
became the first Patriots’ player 
in 22 years to return a blocked 
punt for a touchdown, but it 
was nearly all for naught as the 

By Mac Cerullo

The road to the championship
 How the Patriots won their third Super Bowl in five years

Continued, Page S24

Associated Press
Patriots defensive tackle Lawrence Guy, right, and defensive 
end Trey Flowers (98) pressure Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh 
Allen (17) in the end zone Dec. 23.

Phillip Dorsett 
(13) catches 
a touchdown 
pass during the 
first half of the 
Divisional AFC 
playoff game 
against the 
Chargers.
PAUL BILODEAU/ 
Staff photo

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo
Cordarrelle Patterson blows past T.J. McDonald of the 
Dolphins.

Patriots 
safety Patrick 
Chung (23) 
and defensive 
lineman Trey 
Flowers (98) 
celebrate 
their sack of 
Indianapolis 
Colts 
quarterback 
Andrew Luck 
(12).

David Le photo
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Chicago Bears nearly converted 
a Hail Mary pass to tie the game 
and force overtime. Tom Brady 
went 25 for 36 with 277 yards 
and three touchdowns, and 
Josh Gordon had four catches 
for 100 yards.

Key play: On the final play of 
the game, Bears quarterback 
Mitchell Trubisky threw up a 
54-yard prayer toward the end 
zone, and receiver Kyle White 
was able to haul it down. How-
ever, White was just short of 
the end zone, and the Patriots 
were able to keep him out as 
time expired.

Quote: “You hold your breath 
when I saw him jump up and 
catch it,” Brady said. “They 
were pushing and we were 
pushing. It was probably a half 
yard or a yard, pretty close. 
Good for us to hold them out.”

GAME 8
New England at Buffalo
Monday, Oct. 29, 2018
Patriots 25, Bills 6

The skinny: The first Monday 
Night Football game in Buffalo 
in nearly a decade wasn’t pretty 
at times, but Patriots safety 
Devin McCourty was able to 
run back an 84-yard intercep-
tion for a touchdown to cap off a 
dominant effort by the defense. 
Julian Edelman and James 
White combined for 19 catches, 
and with Sony Michel recover-
ing from a knee injury, Cordar-
relle Patterson stepped in as the 
lead running back, rushing for 
38 yards on 10 carries.

Key play: During Devin 
McCourty’s 84-yard intercep-
tion return, the veteran safety 
reached 22.5 miles per hour, 
which was the fastest any ball 
carrier had run up to that point 
this season, according to the 
NFL’s Next Gen Stats.

Quote: “I felt like once our 
offense got one in the end zone, 
it was big for us to go out there 
and try to get a stop,” McCourty 
said. “And it ended up being a 
turnover for a touchdown.”

GAME 9
Green Bay at  
New England
Sunday, Nov. 4, 2018
Patriots 31, Packers 17

The skinny: A highly antici-
pated matchup of future Hall 
of Fame quarterbacks went 
decisively in Tom Brady’s 
favor, as the Patriots pulled 
away in the fourth quarter for 
the team’s sixth straight win. 
Brady had 294 yards passing 
and a touchdown, including a 
55-yard touchdown pass to Josh 
Gordon in the fourth quarter to 
put the game away, while Aaron 
Rodgers had 259 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Key play: With the game tied at 

17-17 entering the fourth quar-
ter, Brady found Phillip Dorsett 
for a 17-yard gain on 3rd and 
7, helping extend a drive that 
would eventually end with the 
go-ahead 1-yard touchdown by 
James White.

Quote: “We made some plays 
in the fourth quarter when we 
needed to,” Brady said. “Any-
time you beat a good football 
team it feels good. So, 7-2 is a 
long ways from 1-2 where we 
were.”

GAME 10
New England at 
Tennessee
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018
Titans 34, Patriots 10

The skinny: Another highly 
anticipated matchup with a for-
mer Patriots legend turned into 
another dud of a performance 
for New England, as the Patri-
ots were dismantled on the road 
by Mike Vrabel’s Tennessee 
Titans. The Patriots went 3 for 
15 on third down conversions, 
allowed 150 yards rushing and 
were trailing by two touch-
downs by the end of the first 
quarter.

Key play: After surrendering 
two long touchdown drives to 
start the game, the Patriots 
took the ball and proceeded to 
go three and out. Tom Brady 
was sacked for an 11-yard loss 
on third down, and on the ensu-
ing drive the Titans picked up 
a field goal to extend the lead 
to 17-3.

Quote: “Those players, just 
like me, and Dean (Pees), and 
everybody else that spent time 
there, we learned a lot from the 
people there, from Mr. (Robert) 
Kraft down to Bill (Belichick) 
and his staff,” said Vrabel, a 
former Patriots linebacker and 
one of many ex-Patriots in the 
Titans organization. “We’re 
together here with the Titans. 
We’re really proud to be a part 
of this organization.”

GAME 11
New England  
at New York Jets
Sunday, Nov. 25, 2018
Patriots 27, Jets 13

The skinny: Back to full 
strength following his knee 
injury against Chicago, Sony 
Michel rushed for a career-high 
133 yards and a touchdown to 
lead the Patriots to a bounce-
back road win over the New 
York Jets coming out of the bye 
week. Rob Gronkowski caught 
his first touchdown pass since 
Week 1, a 34-yard grab down 
the middle, and the Patriots 
defense held the Jets to just 
three points after halftime.

Key play: Tied at 13-13 in the 
third quarter, Tom Brady hit 
Julian Edelman for a 21-yard 
touchdown pass to give the 

Patriots the lead for good.
Quote: “When he’s out there, 

it’s great for our offense,” Brady 
said of Gronkowski getting back 
in the end zone. “I don’t want to 
minimize anything he does.”

GAME 12
Minnesota at New 
England
Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018
Patriots 24, Vikings 10

The skinny: With the game 
tied at 10-10 late in the third 
quarter, the Patriots got a 
quick four-play scoring drive 
to take the lead, capping off the 
75-yard drive with a 24-yard 
touchdown pass to Josh Gordon 
to take the lead. The Patriots 
also nearly shut out All-Pro 
Vikings receiver Adam Thielen, 
who was held to five catches 
for 28 yards and a touchdown, 
and with the win Bill Belichick 
earned his 250th career victory, 
including the postseason.

Key play: After the Vikings tied 
the game on a Dan Bailey field 
goal, Tom Brady hit Gordon for 
a 24-yard completion, found Rob 
Gronkowski for 15 yards, hit 
James White for 12 yards and 
finally got Gordon for 24 again 
for the touchdown.

Quote: “Obviously we’ve got to 
get better. I’ve got to get better,” 
Thielen said. “I didn’t make the 
plays I needed to.”

GAME 13
New England at Miami
Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018
Dolphins 34, Patriots 33

The skinny: A strange, back and 
forth game came to an unforget-
table conclusion, as the Patri-
ots fell victim to the “Miami 
Miracle” on the final play of 
the game. Leading by five with 
0:16 left, the Patriots allowed a 
69-yard touchdown to Kenyan 
Drake, who made the catch 
about 12 yards down field and 
then weaved his way through 
New England’s prevent defense. 
The last two he beat were J.C. 
Jackson and Rob Gronkowski, 
who was on the field to pre-
vent a throw to the end zone 
but couldn’t keep up with the 
speedy running back.

Key play: While the Miami 
Miracle is the play everyone 
was talking about at the end, 
it was only possible thanks 
to a number of mistakes on 
the Patriots’ part beforehand. 
Stephen Gostkowski missed a 
field goal and an extra point, 
Tom Brady mismanaged the 
clock before halftime, costing 
his team a scoring chance. The 
Patriots couldn’t punch in the 
game-clinching touchdown from 
the Miami goal line on its final 
possession, settling for the field 
goal and leaving the door open 
for the Dolphins at the end.

New England Patriots tight ends, including Rob Gronkowski, dance and celebrate during the team’s victory parade.

Countless fans climbed bus stops, street signs and buildings to 
get a vantage point.

New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick waves to fans. New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft holds 
one of the team’s six Lombardi trophies while 
yelling “Let’s Go” to fans.

Patriots quarterback Tom Brady hoists one of the team’s six Lombardi trophies in the air.

�� Continued from Page S23
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A Winning       Celebration
Scenes from the Boston Duck Boat parade honoring the six-time Super Bowl champions • Photos by Amanda Sabga

A young fan lights up as she sees New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady approach on a 
duck boat.
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Chicago Bears nearly converted 
a Hail Mary pass to tie the game 
and force overtime. Tom Brady 
went 25 for 36 with 277 yards 
and three touchdowns, and 
Josh Gordon had four catches 
for 100 yards.

Key play: On the final play of 
the game, Bears quarterback 
Mitchell Trubisky threw up a 
54-yard prayer toward the end 
zone, and receiver Kyle White 
was able to haul it down. How-
ever, White was just short of 
the end zone, and the Patriots 
were able to keep him out as 
time expired.

Quote: “You hold your breath 
when I saw him jump up and 
catch it,” Brady said. “They 
were pushing and we were 
pushing. It was probably a half 
yard or a yard, pretty close. 
Good for us to hold them out.”

GAME 8
New England at Buffalo
Monday, Oct. 29, 2018
Patriots 25, Bills 6

The skinny: The first Monday 
Night Football game in Buffalo 
in nearly a decade wasn’t pretty 
at times, but Patriots safety 
Devin McCourty was able to 
run back an 84-yard intercep-
tion for a touchdown to cap off a 
dominant effort by the defense. 
Julian Edelman and James 
White combined for 19 catches, 
and with Sony Michel recover-
ing from a knee injury, Cordar-
relle Patterson stepped in as the 
lead running back, rushing for 
38 yards on 10 carries.

Key play: During Devin 
McCourty’s 84-yard intercep-
tion return, the veteran safety 
reached 22.5 miles per hour, 
which was the fastest any ball 
carrier had run up to that point 
this season, according to the 
NFL’s Next Gen Stats.

Quote: “I felt like once our 
offense got one in the end zone, 
it was big for us to go out there 
and try to get a stop,” McCourty 
said. “And it ended up being a 
turnover for a touchdown.”

GAME 9
Green Bay at  
New England
Sunday, Nov. 4, 2018
Patriots 31, Packers 17

The skinny: A highly antici-
pated matchup of future Hall 
of Fame quarterbacks went 
decisively in Tom Brady’s 
favor, as the Patriots pulled 
away in the fourth quarter for 
the team’s sixth straight win. 
Brady had 294 yards passing 
and a touchdown, including a 
55-yard touchdown pass to Josh 
Gordon in the fourth quarter to 
put the game away, while Aaron 
Rodgers had 259 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Key play: With the game tied at 

17-17 entering the fourth quar-
ter, Brady found Phillip Dorsett 
for a 17-yard gain on 3rd and 
7, helping extend a drive that 
would eventually end with the 
go-ahead 1-yard touchdown by 
James White.

Quote: “We made some plays 
in the fourth quarter when we 
needed to,” Brady said. “Any-
time you beat a good football 
team it feels good. So, 7-2 is a 
long ways from 1-2 where we 
were.”

GAME 10
New England at 
Tennessee
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018
Titans 34, Patriots 10

The skinny: Another highly 
anticipated matchup with a for-
mer Patriots legend turned into 
another dud of a performance 
for New England, as the Patri-
ots were dismantled on the road 
by Mike Vrabel’s Tennessee 
Titans. The Patriots went 3 for 
15 on third down conversions, 
allowed 150 yards rushing and 
were trailing by two touch-
downs by the end of the first 
quarter.

Key play: After surrendering 
two long touchdown drives to 
start the game, the Patriots 
took the ball and proceeded to 
go three and out. Tom Brady 
was sacked for an 11-yard loss 
on third down, and on the ensu-
ing drive the Titans picked up 
a field goal to extend the lead 
to 17-3.

Quote: “Those players, just 
like me, and Dean (Pees), and 
everybody else that spent time 
there, we learned a lot from the 
people there, from Mr. (Robert) 
Kraft down to Bill (Belichick) 
and his staff,” said Vrabel, a 
former Patriots linebacker and 
one of many ex-Patriots in the 
Titans organization. “We’re 
together here with the Titans. 
We’re really proud to be a part 
of this organization.”

GAME 11
New England  
at New York Jets
Sunday, Nov. 25, 2018
Patriots 27, Jets 13

The skinny: Back to full 
strength following his knee 
injury against Chicago, Sony 
Michel rushed for a career-high 
133 yards and a touchdown to 
lead the Patriots to a bounce-
back road win over the New 
York Jets coming out of the bye 
week. Rob Gronkowski caught 
his first touchdown pass since 
Week 1, a 34-yard grab down 
the middle, and the Patriots 
defense held the Jets to just 
three points after halftime.

Key play: Tied at 13-13 in the 
third quarter, Tom Brady hit 
Julian Edelman for a 21-yard 
touchdown pass to give the 

Patriots the lead for good.
Quote: “When he’s out there, 

it’s great for our offense,” Brady 
said of Gronkowski getting back 
in the end zone. “I don’t want to 
minimize anything he does.”

GAME 12
Minnesota at New 
England
Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018
Patriots 24, Vikings 10

The skinny: With the game 
tied at 10-10 late in the third 
quarter, the Patriots got a 
quick four-play scoring drive 
to take the lead, capping off the 
75-yard drive with a 24-yard 
touchdown pass to Josh Gordon 
to take the lead. The Patriots 
also nearly shut out All-Pro 
Vikings receiver Adam Thielen, 
who was held to five catches 
for 28 yards and a touchdown, 
and with the win Bill Belichick 
earned his 250th career victory, 
including the postseason.

Key play: After the Vikings tied 
the game on a Dan Bailey field 
goal, Tom Brady hit Gordon for 
a 24-yard completion, found Rob 
Gronkowski for 15 yards, hit 
James White for 12 yards and 
finally got Gordon for 24 again 
for the touchdown.

Quote: “Obviously we’ve got to 
get better. I’ve got to get better,” 
Thielen said. “I didn’t make the 
plays I needed to.”

GAME 13
New England at Miami
Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018
Dolphins 34, Patriots 33

The skinny: A strange, back and 
forth game came to an unforget-
table conclusion, as the Patri-
ots fell victim to the “Miami 
Miracle” on the final play of 
the game. Leading by five with 
0:16 left, the Patriots allowed a 
69-yard touchdown to Kenyan 
Drake, who made the catch 
about 12 yards down field and 
then weaved his way through 
New England’s prevent defense. 
The last two he beat were J.C. 
Jackson and Rob Gronkowski, 
who was on the field to pre-
vent a throw to the end zone 
but couldn’t keep up with the 
speedy running back.

Key play: While the Miami 
Miracle is the play everyone 
was talking about at the end, 
it was only possible thanks 
to a number of mistakes on 
the Patriots’ part beforehand. 
Stephen Gostkowski missed a 
field goal and an extra point, 
Tom Brady mismanaged the 
clock before halftime, costing 
his team a scoring chance. The 
Patriots couldn’t punch in the 
game-clinching touchdown from 
the Miami goal line on its final 
possession, settling for the field 
goal and leaving the door open 
for the Dolphins at the end.

New England Patriots tight ends, including Rob Gronkowski, dance and celebrate during the team’s victory parade.

Countless fans climbed bus stops, street signs and buildings to 
get a vantage point.

New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick waves to fans. New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft holds 
one of the team’s six Lombardi trophies while 
yelling “Let’s Go” to fans.

Patriots quarterback Tom Brady hoists one of the team’s six Lombardi trophies in the air.

�� Continued from Page S23
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A Winning       Celebration
Scenes from the Boston Duck Boat parade honoring the six-time Super Bowl champions • Photos by Amanda Sabga

A young fan lights up as she sees New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady approach on a 
duck boat.
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Quote: “Football is a crazy 
game,” Brady said.

GAME 14
New England at 
Pittsburgh
Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018
Steelers 17, Patriots 10

The skinny: The Patriots sur-
rendered 142 yards rushing to 
Steelers rookie running back 
Jaylen Samuels, and offensively 
the team couldn’t sustain any 
drives as New England lost its 
second straight in the month 
of December. The Patriots had 
two opportunities to either tie 
or take the lead in the fourth 
quarter, but the first opportu-
nity ended with a Tom Brady 
interception in the end zone, 
while the second ended with a 
turn-over on downs following 
a fourth down incompletion to 
Julian Edelman.

Key play: After Brady found 
Rob Gronkowski for a first 
down to set up first and goal 
from the five, Marcus Cannon 
was called for offsides, moving 
the Patriots back to the 15. Two 
plays later, Brady was inter-
cepted by Steelers cornerback 
Joe Haden while trying to throw 
the ball out of bounds.

Quote: “We haven’t played 
very well on the road,” Brady 
said. “Obviously what we’re 
doing isn’t good enough.”

GAME 15
Buffalo at New England
Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018
Patriots 24, Bills 12

The skinny: Coming off two 
straight losses, the Patriots 
finally righted the ship and 
clinched the team’s 10th con-
secutive AFC East title with a 
decisive win over the Buffalo 
Bills. Sony Michel rushed for 
116 yards and a touchdown, 
helping lift the offense despite a 
subpar day for Tom Brady and 
the passing offense.

Key play: Leading 14-6 but fac-
ing fourth and 4 on the Bills 32, 
Brady found Julian Edelman on 
a quick slant to pick up the first 
down. When Edelman was tack-
led, he rolled over his defender 
and never actually touched the 
ground. As a result, he kept 
running and was able to pick 
up the backbreaking 32-yard 
touchdown.

Quote: “We didn’t have our 
best day in the passing game, 
but it felt good to win,” Brady 
said.

GAME 16
New York Jets  
at New England
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018
Patriots 38, Jets 3

The skinny: Needing a win to 

lock up a first-round bye in 
the playoffs, the Patriots left 
no room for doubt as the team 
put together its most complete 
win of the season. Tom Brady 
threw for 250 yards and four 
touchdowns, and seven differ-
ent receivers made catches, 
including four different players 
for touchdowns.

Key play: Early in the third 
quarter, Adam Butler got to 
Jets quarterback Sam Darnold 
on third and 10 and forced a 
fumble on the strip sack. Kyle 
Van Noy scooped up the ball 
and took it 46 yards for the 
touchdown to make it 28-3.

Quote: “Essentially, we won 
next week because we won 
today,” said coach Bill Belichick. 
“We’ll see who our next oppo-
nent is, but we know they’ll be 
good or they wouldn’t be play-
ing this time of year.”

AFC Divisional playoff

GAME 17:
Los Angeles Chargers  
at New England
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019
Patriots 41, Chargers 28

The skinny: What was expected 
to be a highly competitive 
AFC Divisional Playoff game 
quickly turned into a rout, as 
the Patriots rolled over the 
Chargers 41-28 in a game that 
was far more lopsided than the 
final score would suggest. Sony 
Michel rushed for 129 yards 
and three touchdowns, and the 
Patriots scored 28 unanswered 
points to close the first half and 
go into halftime leading 35-7.

Key play: Leading 28-7, 
the Patriots offense finally 
appeared to hit a wall when the 
Chargers forced a three and 
out. But then, Chargers’ punt 
returner Desmond King muffed 
the punt, which was barely 
recovered in bounds by Patriots 
special teamer Albert McClel-
lan. Four plays later, Michel was 
in the end zone for his third 
touchdown.

Quote: “You’ve got to play 
your best football at this time 
of year,” said running back 
James White. “I just try and 
put my best foot forward, have 
no regrets, study my opponent 
as best as possible and just try 
to put my best performance 
out there every time I step out 
there.”

AFC Championship

GAME 18
New England at  
Kansas City
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019
Patriots 37, Chiefs 31 (OT)

The skinny: A highly antici-
pated rematch of the AFC’s 

top two teams turned into an 
all-time playoff classic. The 
Patriots dominated the first 
half, going into the break ahead 
14-0, but in the second half 
MVP-favorite Patrick Mahomes 
led a furious comeback, eventu-
ally taking the lead with 2:03 
to play. The drama didn’t end 
there, as the Patriots retook the 
lead with 0:39 to play on a Rex 
Burkhead touchdown and then 
the Chiefs forced overtime with 
a late Harrison Butker 39-yard 
field goal. After New England 
won the overtime coin toss, 
the Patriots drove 75 yards on 
13 plays, winning on a 2-yard 
touchdown run by Burkhead 
to advance to the franchise’s 
fourth Super Bowl in five years.

Key play: Facing third and 
10 with 0:54 to play, the Patri-
ots looked finished after Rob 
Gronkowski let a Brady pass 
bounce off his hands and into 

the waiting arms of Charvarius 
Ward for the game-sealing 
interception. But fortunately for 
the Patriots, Chiefs defensive 
lineman Dee Ford was lined up 
in the neutral zone, resulting in 
a 5-yard penalty and a second 
chance for the Patriots.

Quote: “They had no quit. 
Neither did we. We played 
our best football at the end,” 
said an exhausted Brady after 
the game. “I don’t know man, 
I’m tired. That was a hell of a 
game.”

Super Bowl LIII

GAME 1:
Los Angeles Rams vs 
New England
Sunday, Feb, 13, 2019
Atlanta, Gerogia
Patriots 13, Rams 3

The skinny: The Patriots 
defense dominated this game 
from the start, with a quick 
3-and-out after Tom Brady 
interception. The tone was set. 
The Rams had trouble gaining 
yards the entire game while the 
Patriots controlled the clock on 
offense, primarily behind these 
two: Sony Michel, 18 rushes, 94 
yards, 1 TD and Julian Edel-
man, 10 rec., 141 yards. The 
Rams ended up with only 260 
yards, their lowest offensive 
output in the two years Sean 
McVay has been the head 
coach.

Key play: There was only one 
touchdown scored in third game 
— Sony Michel’s 2-yard run — 
but it was the play before it that 
it up. After consecutive plays 
from the same formation, hit-
ting Julian Edelman (13 yards) 
and Rex Burkhead (7 yards), 
Brady went to option No. 3 in 

the same formation, hitting 
a streaking Rob Gronkowski 
down the left side with three 
defenders around him. Brady 
dropped it in perfectly to 
Gronkowski, who went down to 
get it at the Rams 2-yard line. 
The game was tied at the time 
and the Patriots assumed con-
trol from there.

Quote: ““I’ll start out by saying 
I’m proud of our football team, 
coaching staff, this entire orga-
nization. These guys worked so 
hard all year going all the way 
back to the offseason program 
in April and just grinding it out 
day after day. Players would 
come in, they worked extremely 
hard. We had our ups and 
downs over the course of the 
year. In the biggest moments 
when we had to play our best 
football and compete the hard-
est, they did it.” — Patriots 
head coach Bill Belichick.

�� Continued from Page S24

Associated Press
Patriots running back James White (28) scores a touchdown ahead of Buffalo Bills strong 
safety Micah Hyde (23) in December.

Rex 
Burkhead 
(34) 
celebrates 
his 
touchdown 
during 
the first 
half of the 
Divisional 
AFC playoff 
game 
against the 
Chargers.
PAUL BILODEAU/

Staff photo

David Le photo
Josh Gordon (10) elevates and 
catches a ball over Green Bay 
Packers cornerback Bashaud 
Breeland (26)  in November.

Associated Press
Patriots offensive lineman Joe Thuney celebrates a 
touchdown during Monday Night Football against the Buffalo 
Bills in October.
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WANTED:
GOLD/DIAMONDS • SILVER/PLATINUM •  SILVER & GOLD COINS

Celebrating 
39 Years 
In Business!

Open 7  
Days A Week!

Hablamos  
Español!

Rte. 28, on Methuen/Salem Line/Above Enterprise Rental Car
At 527 South Broadway, Salem, NH or call

(603) 898-2580 • WWW.CASHFORGOLDINC.COM

Visit The Original & Only Authentic

$2500 

EXTRA
Per Transaction
With this Spectrum coupon.  

Cannot be combined.  
Expires 2/5/18 

$2500 

EXTRA
Per Transaction
With this Spectrum coupon.  

Cannot be combined.  
Expires 2/5/18 

$2500 

EXTRA
Per Transaction
With this Spectrum coupon.  

Cannot be combined.  
Expires 2/5/18 

NOT SURE WHAT 
YOU HAVE?

STOP IN AND  
FIND OUT!

Turn that old, unwanted  
jewelry into Cash TODAY!

Ask us about temporary loans
Look for us on the NH/ MA Line

Wishing you a Very Happy 
& Healthy New Year!

With this Eagle Tribune coupon
cannot be combined

Expires 3/5/19

With this Eagle Tribune coupon
cannot be combined

Expires 3/5/19

With this Eagle Tribune coupon
cannot be combined

Expires 3/5/19

Not Done. Go Pats!

Celebrating

40 Years
In Business!

Open 7
Days A Week!

Hablamos
Español!

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:21:14 PM



We all know the stars 
and the future Hall of Fam-
ers — Tom Brady, Rob 
Gronkowski, Julian Edel-
man, the guys like that. 
But winning Super Bowl 
LIII and bringing a sixth 
Lombardi Trophy home to 
Foxborough took a complete 
team effort, including key 
contributions from less her-
alded players. Here’s a look 
a 10 unsung heroes of the 
2018 New England Patriots 
season.

Kyle Van Noy, LB
It’s hard to believe that 

just two years ago, the Patri-
ots all but stole Kyle Van 
Noy from the Detroit Lions. 
New England acquired the 
talented linebacker as part 
of a pick swap prior to the 

2016 trade deadline, and 
while the former second-
rounder had underwhelmed 
to that point, he has become 
one of the most crucial parts 
of the Patriots defense ever 
since.

Van Noy’s value has been 
on display all season, but at 
no point was it clearer than 
during the Super Bowl. He 
had a sack, three quarter-
back hits and five pressures 
on Rams QB Jared Goff, and 
he was solid in coverage too, 
allowing just one comple-
tion in zone coverage. He is 
also one of the more colorful 
personalities in the locker 
room, and after Sunday’s 
win, he was not shy about 
letting everyone know 
how happy he was to have 
proven all of the doubters 
wrong.

UNSUNG ... BUT SPECIAL 
Ten who helped Patriots capture sixth championship

By Mac Cerullo

Continued, Page S30

Center David 
Andrews (60) and 
guard Joe Thuney 
(62) protected Tom 
Brady and opened 
large holes for 
Patriots running 
backs all season. 

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
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Oregano Pizzeria and Ristorante has 
celebrated its 10-year anniversary on May 19, 
2018. A heart felt thank you to all our patrons, 
supporters, friends and acquaintances. 
Thank you for making us such a success and 
we hope for another 10 years of the same. 
 
From the Elias family to yours.

Let’s Go To Oregano!
Downtown Newburyport, 16 Pleasant St. 

www.oreganopizzeria.com 
978-462-5013

Congrats Pats on Number 6!

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:31:19 PM
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CALL TODAY • 978-475-9484
Lovejoy Rd., Andover, MA • www.IndianRidgeCountryClub.us

Indian Ridge is the premiere destination 
for golfers in the Merrimack Valley. Golfers 
of every skill level are impressed with the 

challenge and playability of our beautifully 
groomed 18 hole Geoffrey Cornish design. 

Host your wedding at the Indian Ridge 
Country Club for memories that will last 

for a lifetime. We are known for our elegant 
dining, impeccable service, affordable prices 
and gorgeous views. Our beautiful ballroom 

can accommodate up to 300 guests.

Experience the family friendly lifestyle at Indian 
Ridge, where we provide a memorable setting 
for pool and tennis. Family members can take 

advantage of the sun in our spacious swimming 
pool. If you’re a tennis player, of any level, any age, 
or if you have kids that want to take up the game 
then Indian Ridge Country Club Tennis is just for 
you. Our facilities consist of three professional clay 

courts and two hard surface courts.

Welcome to Indian Ridge Country Club. Our facilities accommodate all types of special occasions, 
such as: Weddings, Anniversary Parties, Bat/Bar Mitzvahs, Bereavement Gatherings, 

Corporate Golf Outings, Business Meetings, Holiday Parties and much more.

COME CELEBRATE YOUR SPECIAL EVENT WITH US

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:31:22 PM



Jason McCourty, CB
Devin and Jason 

McCourty are identical 
twins, but until this year 
their professional careers 
couldn’t have been going 
any differently. Devin had 
never missed the playoffs 
and almost always at least 
reached the AFC Champion-
ship game, while until this 
season Jason had never 
made the playoffs at all. 
Last year he was part of 
a Cleveland Browns team 
that went 0-16, but this past 
offseason he was traded 
to the Patriots in a similar 
pick swap as the one that 
brought Kyle Van Noy to 
New England.

Not initially expected 
to be a key contributor, 
McCourty had a great sea-
son, consistently grading as 
one of the top cornerbacks 
in football, according to 
Pro Football Focus. He also 
made one of the key plays 
of the Super Bowl, recover-
ing from halfway across 
the field to break up a sure 

touchdown pass to a wide 
open Brandin Cooks.

Trey Flowers, DE
Trey Flowers isn’t under-

rated or an “unsung hero” 
to anybody who knows 
football or can recognize a 
great defensive player. The 
man is an absolute stud and 
is going to get a huge new 
contract this offseason. But 
to the larger football pub-
lic, he doesn’t get as much 
respect as he deserves given 
that his sack totals aren’t 
as gaudy as those of some 
of his pass rushing counter-
parts across the league.

But for the Patriots, Flow-
ers is a perfect edge rusher. 
He’s physical, talented and 
able to get to opposing 
quarterbacks with ease. 
He’s also selfless and will-
ing to make the less flashy 
plays to help the team win. 
Case in point, earlier this 
season he told reporters 
about a nightmare he had 
— not about failing to sack 
the quarterback but about 
failing to set the edge on a 
running play.

�� Continued from Page S28

Associated Press
Wide receiver Phillip Dorsett celebrates after scoring a touchdown during the first half of the AFC Championship game against 
the Kansas City Chiefs.
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978-683-2429
Mon - Tue 8:00 - 5:30

Wed  8:00 - Noon

Thurs - Sat 8:00 - 5:30

www.thwaitesmarket.com

Thwaites MarketThwaites Market

CONGRATULATIONS 
PATS!Plaza 125 • Rte. 125, Plaistow, NH    603-819-5116

Well Read SUPER 
SALE!

50% OFF 
all sports books 

50% OFF 
all children’s books

Selected Hard Cover Books 5 for $10
HUGE selection of books for $1 

Excludes NEW books

GRAND OPENING!!!
Visit Our Newly Renovated Training Facility!!
SPIN • STRENGTH CONDITIONING • PERSONAL TRAINING

FYFE
TRAINING STUDIO
47 High Street • Suite 102 • North Andover
978-618-8398• www.fyfetraining.com

Limited Time Personal 
Training Special
Call or visit for details
Offer Expires 3/15/19

Hometown Service   Superstore Prices
www.douglasappliance.com

FamilyBusinessof the Year

Congratulations
Pats!

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:31:23 PM



Patrick Chung, S
Patrick Chung embodies 

the phrase “Do Your Job.” 
He has a specific job on the 
Patriots defense and does 
it just about better than 
anyone else in football. As a 
run-stopping safety, Chung 
does a lot of his work near 
the line of scrimmage, 
where he’ll fill gaps, chase 
down runners and keep 
opposing ball carriers from 
getting free. But he’s also 
solid in coverage and has 
made great strides since he 
was originally drafted by 
the Patriots in 2009.

Chung suffered a broken 
arm in the Super Bowl and 
also underwent a shoulder 
procedure to clean up an 
ailment that had been both-
ering him for weeks. While 
he will likely miss the 
team’s offseason program, 
he is expected to be ready 
to go in time for training 
camp.

Joe Thuney, LG
The iron man of the 

offensive line, Joe Thuney 
played every single offen-
sive snap for the Patriots 
this season, and dating 
back to his rookie year 
has played more than 99 
percent of all of the team’s 
snaps. He also became the 
first player in NFL history 
to start three consecutive 
Super Bowls in his first 
three years in the league. 
Against the Rams, he put 
forth a Herculean effort 
to help neutralize defen-
sive tackle Aaron Donald, 
widely considered the best 
defensive player in foot-
ball. Thuney, with occa-
sional double-team help, 
held Donald to just two 
pressures, no sacks and 
two run stuffs.

David Andrews, C
An undrafted free 

agent, David Andrews has 
become one of the great 
success stories on an 
offensive line full of them. 
The University of Georgia 
product has now started 
in three consecutive Super 
Bowls, and this past 
season he was arguably 
the team’s most reliable 
blocker, surrendering 
only one sack and four 

pressures while commit-
ting just two holding pen-
alties all season.

Trent Brown, LT
Perhaps the most shrewd 

offseason acquisition of 
2018, the Patriots acquired 
the gargantuan Trent 
Brown from San Francisco 
for a third-round pick, and 
the 6-foot-8, 380-pound 
behemoth proceeded to 
enjoy his best season as a 
pro. Filling in for longtime 
left tackle Nate Solder, 
Brown was a terror in the 
run blocking game, and he 
showed surprising quick-
ness to keep up with the 
athletic pass rushers he 
was tasked with blocking 
in order to keep Tom Brady 
on his feet. Brown will most 
likely earn a big contract 
for his efforts this coming 
offseason.

Phillip Dorsett, WR
Few Patriots players 

faced the kind of adversity 
that Phillip Dorsett faced 
this season. During train-
ing camp, Dorsett was 

consistently one of New 
England’s top wide receiv-
ers, fending off challenges 
from a revolving door of 
castoffs like Jordan Mat-
thews, Kenny Britt and 
Eric Decker. Once the sea-
son began, he caught just 
about everything thrown 
his way, but following the 
midseason acquisition of 
Josh Gordon, his playing 
time all but dried up.

Dorsett hung in there, 
and after Gordon was sus-
pended, he retook his spot 
in the lineup and continued 
to serve as a reliable pass 
catcher out wide for Brady. 
Surprisingly enough, 
Brady only threw two 
touchdown passes through-
out the entire postseason, 
and both of those went to 
Dorsett.

Ryan Allen, P
Few coaches emphasize 

special teams and field posi-
tion the way Bill Belichick 
does, and Ryan Allen has 
become a valuable weapon 
for New England in both 
of those areas. His skills 

were on full display in the 
Super Bowl, when Allen 
dropped three punts inside 
the Rams’ 10-yard-line, all 
but dooming those drives 
as the ferocious New Eng-
land defense forced quick 
three-and-outs, giving the 
Patriots great field position 
coming back the other way.

Albert  
McClellan, ST

Normally the class of the 
league, New England’s spe-
cial teams units were strug-
gling by midseason. Kickoff 
and punt return coverage 
was an issue, so the Patri-
ots decided to shake things 
up and bring in longtime 
Baltimore Ravens line-
backer Albert McClellan. 
The veteran special teamer 
made an immediate impact, 
blocking two punts against 
the Dolphins. In the AFC 
Divisional Round against 
the Los Angeles Chargers, 
he recovered a muffed punt 
just before it went out of 
bounds, setting up another 
touchdown that made it 
35-7 in the second quarter.
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Check out our schedule for next year’s 

Pats road trips...coming in May 

Rite Way Travel Agency
211 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844

(978) 682-3245  •  www.ritewaytravelagency.com

FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFO, PLEASE CALL:

Essex Orthopaedics &
Sports Medicine 

YOUR TEAM NEEDS YOU ... 
YOU NEED OUR TEAM!

Contact Our Winning Team today
at 603-898-2244 or visit

www.essexortho.com

16 Pelham Road, Suite 1, Salem, NH

DON’T LET PAIN
SLOW YOU DOWN

Our team of highly-skilled orthopaedic surgeons trained 
by some of the nation’s top medical institutions can help 
you tackle your issues and get back in the game of life!

• Sports Medicine

• Orthopaedic and Hand Surgery

• Anterior Total Hip Arthroplasty 

• Surgical and Non-Surgical Joint Treatment Options 

• On-Site Physical, Occupational and Hand Therapy 

• On-Site High Quality Imaging and MRI

We Treat Everyone Like a Professional Athlete!

Thanks Pats
 for a

Great Season!

Essex Orthopaedics &
Sports Medicine 

SHOP WITH US!
CONSIGN WITH US!

199 PLEASANT STREET • NORTH ANDOVER • 978-465-7800

Congratulations 
2019 World 
Champions!!
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THE BILL BURT FILES
SEPT. 30, 2018 @ FOXBOROUGH38 7

FOXBOROUGH — It was 
a classic, AFC East, late-
September mismatch of the 
21st century.

You know, one of those 
games in which the New 
England Patriots outcoach, 
outplay, out-physical, out-
adjust, out-pass, out-run, 
out-catch and, really, out-
everything a divisional 
foe — this time the Miami 
Dolphins here at Gillette 
Stadium en route to a 38-7 
win.

When have we seen this 
before? Too many times to 
mention.

But I believe something 

else was boiling over here. 
Something few people, 
especially the ignorant Dol-
phins, would understand.

Pride.
Patriots pride.
We’ve been through a few 

of these experiences before, 
when doubt, especially at 
the national level, creeps in.

In the one-minute sound 
bites it’s a great story: The 
Patriots are done, kaput and 
finished. The players hate 
Bill Belichick. And Tom 
Brady is too old.

Patriots Doubt (yes, with 
a capital “D”) is probably 
more like Patriots Hope. 
Everybody hopes this “arro-
gant” organization will go 
away.

Dolphins coach Adam 
Gase said he was surprised 
the Patriots out-physicaled 
his Dolphins. Really?

Has he read the press clip-
pings the last 20 years? Has 
he listened to the national 
pundits as soon as this 
morning? Hasn’t his team 
been whupped here in Fox-
borough, 35-17, last year and 
trailed 31-3 in 2016 before 
a few, fake, fourth-quarter 
touchdowns?

Maybe you can’t totally 
blame the Dolphins and 
their players. This “win-
ning” thing they’ve been 
going through the last 
month has never happened 
to most of these guys.

“I feel like it’s nothing 
they did,” said Dolphins 
backup Jakeem Grant. He 
spoke pretty strongly for a 
guy who had two catches 
and 17 total yards.

“I feel like we went out 
there, and the penalties and 
all those things killed us,” 
he added. “We just shot our-
selves in the foot.”

Analysis like this is why 
the Patriots are the Patriots, 
and the rest of the division 
eats their dirt/black pellets.

The Patriots have not lost 
three straight games since, 
get this, Oct. 27, 2002, when 

they lost four straight en 
route to a 9-7 record.

The vocal backup from 
Miami, Grant, 26, had just 
turned 10 years old.

Do you think that’s an act 
for Belichick, standing at the 
podium, after a loss? How 
about two losses, like last 
week in Detroit?

This week, as expected, 
had extra meaning.

Should anybody, other 
than the Dolphins, be 
surprised?

There was way too much 
at stake Sunday. A loss to 

the Dolphins would have 
been more than a loss. It 
would have created a moun-
tain only a top-tier Patriots 
team could climb, and this 
team isn’t here just yet.

“Bill [Belichick] talked 
about practicing harder, 
flying around, guys not feel-
ing sorry for themselves, 
and I thought we did that,” 
said Patriots safety Devin 
McCourty.

“We talk about playing 
Patriot football,” he added. 
“We talk about comple-
menting each other, and we 
weren’t doing it.”

Everything isn’t fixed 
on one Sunday afternoon 
against a neophyte AFC 
East foe. But it’s a start.

It’s been a while, maybe 
even eight months since 
the Patriots looked like the 
Patriots.

There’s a lot to like. Julian 
Edelman is back. Sony 
Michel looked like a first-
round pick. Josh Gordon 
might be closer than we 
think.

And this Patriots defense 
looked like a defense.

And the good old India-
napolis Colts will be here in 
four days.

All of sudden, life isn’t too 
bad here at 1 Patriot Place.

Patriots pride too much for Dolphins
By Bill Burt

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo
Patriots head coach Bill Belichick collects himself during  the 
Sept. 30 game against the Dolphins.
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CONGRATS 
PATS!

YOU DID YOUR JOB WELL!

We’ve Been Doing the Same 
for Years too! 

Give us a call and experience 
our winning results!

McLennan & Company

Century 21 McLennan & Co 
188 Broadway  

Methuen, MA 01844
Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated 

Virginia M. Broadhurst, 
REALTOR®

Licensed in MA/NH

978-502-8883

Karen Schubert
REALTOR®

Licensed in MA & NH

978-697-1085

A&M APPLIANCE

1000 Osgood St. Ste. #3 • North Andover, MA • 978-682-3875
www.amappliance.com • Established 1957

• SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

World Champions 
Again!!

FINAL-1 Tue, Feb 12, 2019 12:18:48 AM



THE BILL BURT FILES
OCT.14, 2018 @ FOXBOROUGH 43 40

FOXBOROUGH — The 
NFL’s New World Order, 
at least in the AFC, has 
officially been put on hold 
another year.

We can be confident of 
that after Sunday’s action, 
including New England’s 
43-40 thriller over the 
Chiefs.

The Jacksonville Jaguars 
are who we thought they 
were — a team with a very 
good defense but without a 
good quarterback.

The Houston Texans and 
their quarterback, Dehaun 
Watson, aren’t all that after 
all.

The Miami Dolphins 
and Cincinnati Bengal are, 
indeed, well, the Miami 
Dolphins and Cincinnati 
Bengals.

And last night’s newbie, 
the Kansas City Chiefs, are 
very, very close, but not 
quite there yet.

It took only six weeks to 
play itself out, with 41-year-
old Tom Brady ascending to 
his role as king again, and 
the Patriots and Steelers 
winning big AFC tilts, as if 
they’ll probably be duking it 
out again in mid-January.

The Patriots are 4-2 and 

now look like one of those 
13-3/14-2 teams we’ve 
become accustomed to. 
While 12-4 is more realistic, 
when the Patriots’ offense 
is running on all cylinders, 
the Patriots are Super Bowl 

contenders.
That’s the good news, the 

Patriots are still the team to 
beat and it’s probably going 
to be here at Gillette for the 
AFC crown.

But there was another 

story Sunday night, one a 
lot of people have alluded to 
the last few weeks. Brady 
met his match last night.

He met a guy, a millen-
nial, who took a similar path 
— watched for a year, took 
notes and took over the job 
in Year Two.

Well, that guy, Patrick 
Mahomes, went mano a 
mano with the game’s best 
ever. He lost, barely.

When your team scores 40 
points and you were respon-
sible for all of them, it isn’t 
your fault.

Mahomes learned some-
thing late last night. That 
guy Brady he watched while 
growing up in Texas still is 
as good as advertised.

Their back and forth 
in the fourth quarter ... 
Chiefs took the lead 33-30 ... 
Pats took the lead 37-33 ... 

Patriots take the lead 40-33 
with 3:15 remaining after a 
50-yard field.

It was over. Really?
One play is all it took, a 

75-yard Mahomes pass to 
Tyreek Hill, to quiet 68,000 
people and tie the score at 
40-40 with 3:03 left.

It brought us to that age-
old problem, time, as in too 
much of it for Brady.

There was one third down, 
a third-and-1, but the rest 
was Brady — 16 yards to 
James White, 39 yards to 
Rob Gronkowski.

It was crazy. It was a clas-
sic. It was vintage Brady.

It was vintage Patriots, 
who right now are back 
where they belong.

Brady, Patriots back where they belong
By Bill Burt

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photos
James White runs through an opening against the Chiefs.

Chiefs running back Spencer 
Ware is wrapped up by 
Patriots defender.
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181 Merrimac Street | Newburyport, MA | Phone: 978-465-9817

In Newburyport 
since 1935
Park Lunch 

is famous for 
its delicious 
fried clams, 
family style 
atmosphere 

and sports bar. 
Serving pizza, burgers, and more.

Take-out available.

Great Job PATS, 6X Champs!

· Wheel Alignment and A/C
· Collision Specialists
· Complete Mechanical Service

   www.capeannautobody.com
19 Grove St., Essex (Just off Rte. 133)

CAPE ANN AUTO BODY and SERVICE CENTER

978-768-7333

CONGRATS PATS!
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THE BILL BURT FILES
DEC.30, 2018 @ FOXBOROUGH 38 3

FOXBOROUGH — 
Another one bites the dust.

Monday morning it will 
sadly be a nice guy, this 
time New York Jets head 
coach Todd Bowles. Earlier 
this week, it was Miami 
Dolphins quarterback Ryan 
Tannehill. His head coach, 
Adam Gase, might join him 
in the free agent market by 
lunchtime.

For almost two decades, 
the AFC East, aka the AFC 
Least, has been a place 
where head coaches and 
“franchise quarterbacks” 
die on the vine.

Fifteen head coaches com-
bined from Buffalo, Miami 
and the N.Y. Jets have been 
fired since this all started in 
2001. And 28 starting quar-
terbacks, combined, have 
led those respective teams 
before this season.

No head coach-QB duo has 
been able to break the Patri-
ots Curse since Bill Belich-
ick and Tom Brady became 
Batman and Robin and have 
held onto the division with 
vise grips.

And, quite honestly, no 
team, head coach or quar-
terback have been close.

Certainly the Jets haven’t 

been and weren’t Sunday. 
They were smoked 38-3.

Rex Ryan came the clos-
est. He made life interesting, 
but in the end it was more 
smoke than fire. Belichick 
and Brady had him removed 
from the premises in the 
Meadowlands and Buffalo.

“It’s a tough place to be 
with Bill (Belichick) and 
Tom (Brady) there,” said 
Jets backup quarterback 
Josh McCown.

Offensive lineman Brian 
Winters completed his sixth 
NFL season, all with the 
Jets. He also completed his 
10th loss in 12 outings vs. 
Belichick and Brady.

He doesn’t know if or 
when his head coach is 
going to get fired. But noth-
ing surprises him in this 
business and division.

“The Patriots are good, 
man, really good. Person-
ally, I love playing them. I 

really do. Personally, it’s 
rivalry game for me,” said 
Winters, the right guard. 
“But I guess it’s not a rivalry 
if you don’t win too often.”

This was supposed to 
be the year for all of the 
AFC East teams to show 
progress.

The Bills were a playoff 
team last year, celebrating 
the occasion as if they had 
finally won a Super Bowl. 
And they, like the Jets, 
drafted a franchise quarter-
back, although the Jets’ Sam 
Darnold and Buffalo’s Josh 
Allen, like so many before 
them, may end up far from 
franchise players.

The Dolphins, who got 
off to a 3-0 start, finally 
appeared to have stability in 
the front office and coaching 
staff. Turns out it was com-
plete instability.

And then we have the Jets 
and Bowles. They don’t have 
one player who could draw 
fans at an autograph show, 
nobody who can change a 
game.

Darnold is a big tease. He 
makes two or three Aaron 
Rodgers-like completions 
and the rest is … whatever. 
He appears to have been 
stricken with AFC East Dis-
ease only four months into 
his career.

Sunday was ugly: 16 of 28, 
167 yards, 0 TDs

“It was tough being on 
the other side,” said elite 
Patriots cornerback Ste-
phon Gilmore, who spent 
four years with the Bills 
before signing a $40 million 
guaranteed contract (over 
three years) in the spring 
of 2017.

“Everyone starts the 
season thinking they have 
a chance and everything,” 
said Gilmore. “Then the 
Patriots are like 10-2 or 
whatever. It’s nice being on 
the other side. Honestly, 
though, the expectations 
here are higher than they 
are other places.”

The Pats basically pum-
meled the Jets JVs — two 
starting defensive backs 
inactive, and two of their 
three best wide receiv-
ers, Jermaine Kearse and 
Quincy Enunwa, were hurt.

It was a perfect remedy 
for Brady and the offense, 
which sorely needed a good 
game with a bye week ahead 
of them.

The run-first, pass-second 
offense was put on hold as 
Brady threw the ball often 
to seven different receiv-
ers. For a while on Sunday, 
we forgot they don’t have a 
legitimate speed threat that 

every other team seems to 
have.

Precision was back. They 
were called for only four 
penalties. They didn’t turn 
the ball over.

And the defense was 
sneaky tough again, allow-
ing only 267 yards with 
those three measly points. 
And Kyle Van Noy scored on 
a 46-yard fumble return.

“Tom Brady finished? 
Right?” said McCown. “He 
figures it out. He always 
has. I know he’s been with 
Bill (Belichick) for a long 
time, but he’s had a lot of 
changing personnel over the 
years. But he always finds 
a way.”

Dominating the AFC East 
has its privileges. Despite 
taking some lumps this fall, 
the Patriots finished 5-1 
in the division, securing a 
ninth-straight, first-round 
bye as the No. 2 seed.

Winters said while Belich-
ick and Brady are great, it’s 
not just those two.

“They don’t make mis-
takes. It’s that simple,” he 
said.

It sounds simple. Why 
can’t any team in the AFC 
East emulate that?

Winters started smiling 
while walking away: “I wish 
I knew.”

More AFC East collateral damage as Pats find their way
By Bill Burt

HADLEY GREEN/Staff photo
Patriots receiver Chris Hogan (15) dodges New York Jets 
Rashard Robinson (30).
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Thrive Autism Fitness

Small Group & In-home Training for Kids
www.coynefitness.com

brian@coynefitness.com     [978] 852-0977

Training With a Purpose
Thrive is an on-going program that is geared for kids ages 7-18 that are on the Autism 
Spectrum.  We focus on improving fitness, motor function and behavior. This special 

class will also focus on the more important goals of each ASD child which is 
promoting self-esteem, increase general levels of happiness and create 

a safe, friendly social environment for children to THRIVE in.

Excellent service in a comfortable ambiance.
“Think of Su-Chang’s as your ‘home’ away from home.”

www.suchangspeabody.com
373 Lowell Street • Peabody

T: 978.531.3366  • Take out always available  •  F: 978.531.3060
SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 11:30AM-10PM  •  FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:30AM-11PM

Congratulations Pats!

FINE CHINESE CUISINE
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THE BILL BURT FILES
JAN. 13, 2019 @ FOXBOROUGH 41 28

FOXBOROUGH — Tom 
Brady and Sony Michel did 
their jobs yesterday at Gil-
lette Stadium. Exceedingly 
well, I might add.

In fact, there are others 
that belong on that short list 
as in: Whoever blocked Joey 
Bosa and Melvin Ingram get 
“A-pluses,” and the Patriots 
defensive backfield, too, 
other than one hiccup in the 
first quarter.

The New England Patri-
ots embarrassed what we 
thought was a very good 
and tough L.A. Chargers 
team, 41-28, to advance to 
their eighth straight AFC 
championship.

I hate to say it, but that 
is sort of like the Bruins’ 
old practice of putting up 
banners for division titles. 
Whatever.

That accomplishment, at 
least this week, is meaning-
less. The Patriots are on to 
Kansas City.

“Come on, you have to 
let me celebrate this for 
one night, right?” said Rob 
Gronkowski, after a block-
filled performance.

OK ... time to move on.
This is a chore unlike any-

thing the Patriots have faced 
and conquered this fall and 
early winter.

Arrowhead Stadium is a 
place of horrors for many 
teams, but especially the 
Patriots. The last time the 
Patriots were nationally 
written off was after that 
Monday night debacle in 
2014, a 41-14 drubbing, to 
drop to 2-2.

That’s where “We’re on 
to Cincinnati” was born and 
where a Patriots beat writer 
asked Bill Belichick if Brady 
would be replaced by Jimmy 
Garoppolo.

The writer didn’t get an 
answer, only the Belichick 

glare.
The 2018 Chiefs are as 

close to a great team as 
they’ve had in Kansas City. 
They have the best record in 
the conference, at 12-4, and 
they are electric on offense.

And we know the road 
performances of this par-
ticular team of Patriots.

That’s where Belichick 
comes in.

Throw out what Brady, 
Michel and even Belichick 
did at Gillette Stadium early 
Sunday afternoon, which 
was basically a carbon copy 
of what they’d done two 
weeks earlier against the 
Jets.

The Chiefs have a legiti-
mate star quarterback in 
Patrick Mahomes, a wide 
receiver in Tyreek Hill who 
gave the Patriots fits unlike 
any wide receiver in the 
Belichick Era with 14 recep-
tions, 275 yards and four 
TDs over two games in 2017 

and 2018, and head coach 
Andy Reid, who is in his 
20th season as head coach.

As good as the Patriots 
played against the Chargers, 
it won’t be good enough to 
beat the Chiefs.

“They’re the best team,” 

Belichick said after the 
game about the top-seeded 
Chiefs. “We’ll see how it 
goes; well-coached; they 
have a lot of explosive 
players.”

The Patriots were 3-5 on 
the road this season, with 

three of those being never-
in-it type games.

“That doesn’t matter,” 
said playoff neophyte Jason 
McCourty, who’ll be playing 
in his first AFC title game, 
versus eight straight for his 
twin brother, Devin.

“It’s a different game,” 
said Jason. “Look what 
happened today. It doesn’t 
matter what happened in 
the past.”

While the schedule says 
the Patriots have six days to 
get ready for the Chiefs and 
Arrowhead, I’m guessing 
Belichick has had somebody 
focused on these guys a few 
weeks longer, searching for 
tendencies.

Brady & Co. playing mis-
take-free football probably 
won’t be enough.

Belichick will have to 
scheme at an elite level 
to pull this off. But guess 
what? He has, several times, 
like the Super Bowl wins 
over the Bills (1991) and 
Rams (2002) or the AFC 
title wins over the Steelers 
(2002) and Colts (2004).

His defensive game plan 
for when the Giants stunned 
the favored Bills, 20-19, is on 
display at the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame.

A Chiefs fan website 
asked people over the last 
week which team they pre-
ferred to play in the AFC 
title game, the Patriots or 
Chargers. They wanted the 
Patriots.

Here were a few of their 
responses:

“Brady can officially 
pass the torch to (Pat) 
Mahomes.”

“The Patriots are old.”
“The Patriots Dynasty can 

officially end at Arrowhead 
(Stadium).”

They might be right. Or, 
they might be wrong.

While the guys on the 
field will make the plays, the 
Patriots may need more, like 
Belichick intervention.

Kansas City will be Belichick’s baby
By Bill Burt

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photos
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady (12) feeling little pressure in the pocket during the first half of the Divisional AFC playoff 
game against the Chargers at Gillette Stadium in Foxboro.  

Defensive end Trey Flowers (98) has his eyes on Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Philip 
Rivers (17) during the first half.
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THE BILL BURT FILES
JAN. 20, 2019 @ KANSAS CITY37 31

KANSAS CITY — Was it 
the best AFC Championship 
game ever?

Forty-eight points over the 
last 20 minutes. Tom Brady 
here. Patrick Mahomes 
there. Rinse and repeat.

But there is no doubt 
about the team that won – or 
outlasted – the Kansas City 
Chiefs, 37-31, in overtime 
last night.

The New England Patri-
ots are going to their ninth 
Super Bowl in 18 years.

Here we go again. Two 
more weeks of buildup, as if 
we needed that.

While 50 percent doesn’t 
cut it in a lot of things, that 
number – nine Super Bowls 

in 18 years – is unfathom-
able in professional sports 
in the 21st century.

What did New Englanders 
do to deserve last night’s 
result in overtime?

Remember, three months 
ago there was a Duck Boat 
parade for the Red Sox after 
their fourth World Series 
championship in 14 years.

This Patriots run, though, 
was different.

A few weeks ago, your 
Patriots were old, slow and 
doubted. And to be honest 
with you, it was deserved.

The pundits were having 
fun at the Patriots’ expense. 
Brady was “in decline,” Rob 
Gronkowski had a piano on 
his back, and Bill Belichick 
wasted a year of both.

The Patriots looked noth-
ing like the team we’ve 
come to expect, which is 
near-perfection.

But doubting Batman 
and Robin – Bill Belichick 
and Tom Brady – is a losing 
proposition.

Beating the top-seeded 
Chiefs in the AFC Cham-
pionship, at Arrowhead 
Stadium, might be one of 
the Top 10 accomplishments 
on Belichick’s and Brady’s 
unmatched resumes.

It took a dozen years 
and four tries to win a 
conference title outside 

Patriots head to third straight Super Bowl
By Bill Burt Sony Michel 

(26) reaches 
the end 
zone in the 
first half 
of the AFC 
Championship 
game against 
the Kansas 
City Chiefs.
Associated Press 
photos
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Joseph Anthony Cardarelli, Jr., D.M.D., P.C.
Board Certified Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics

~ Established 1983 ~
            ...Dedicated to the pursuit of excellence

 Certified, American Board of Orthodontics
 Best in Boston Medicine ~ Top Doctors and Dentists
 Certified Invisalign Specialist ~ Preferred Provider

 Faculty, Clinical Professor of Orthodontics,
   Tufts University School of Dental Medicine,
   Department of Orthodontics

Our award winning practice has been committed to excellence for more than 35 years
and continues to deliver a full range of advanced orthodontics for children, adults and adolescents.

“We encourage you to review our credentials. We will earn your trust.”

Fully Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates
coverritecorp.com

978-372-3260
Siding & Window Corp

Never Roof Again! Call for details. 
Get a full 50 year warranty on your new roof

ROOFING
Pr

oudly Celebrating40
years

Pr
oudly Celebrating40

years

Congrats Pats on # 6!!
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Foxborough – once in India-
napolis, twice in Denver – all 
losses to Peyton Manning, of 
all people.

The Patriots have been 
bullies since their first 
“dynastic” run of three 
Super Bowl championships 
in four years. They’ve been 
to four Super Bowls since 
that first run, but all of 
those trips went through 
Gillette Stadium.

Was the weather (10 
degrees with windchill) a 
help Sunday? You’re darn 
tootin’ it was, at least for a 
half.

But so was the fact that 
this Patriots team was built 
more for cold than domes 
(FYI: the Super Bowl in 
Atlanta in two weeks is 
under a dome).

This is where Belichick’s 
genius comes in.

The Patriots are tough 
mentally and physically. 
They have committed to 
running the football, even 
when it doesn’t look pretty. 
And, to be honest, we didn’t 
get any bad body language 
from Brady that he wasn’t 
on board with the new, 
“dull” Patriots offense.

Last night it was 48 rushes 

for 176 yards and four rush-
ing touchdowns, for a repeat 
of the blowout win over the 
Chargers the week before.

Whether “Batman” 
informed “Robin” about the 
change, focusing on run-
ning the football changed 
everything.

A former Patriot, three-
time Super Bowl champ 
Ted Johnson, compared 
the Patriots’ run the last 
few weeks to what LeBron 
James and Cleveland Cavs 
did his last two years there. 
They got through the regu-
lar season more concerned 

about their game than their 
seeding.

It was a risk, we figured. 
The Pats can’t win the big 
one on the road, with their 
past performance as proof.

Was Belichick happy with 
the “Miami Miracle” and 
the fact that loss cost the 

Patriots an eventual No. 1 
seed? No.

But a No. 1 seed wasn’t 
the goal. The goal was to 
reclaim what has been this 
organization’s best trait, 
precision.

They did that. We saw it 
Sunday night in chilly Kan-
sas City.

What about the Super 
Bowl? What about winning 
a sixth Super Bowl against a 

high-quality team in the Los 
Angeles Rams?

Maybe enjoying what 
happened on Sunday night 
for a night or two (or three) 
might be in order.

The Patriots are back 
in the Super Bowl. With 
Belichick and Brady leading 
the way, to steal a line from 
a former Boston Celtic about 
a decade ago … anything is 
possible.

Patriots strong safety Patrick Chung (23) pressures Kansas 
City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes.

Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) spins in the air as he is tackled by New England Patriots 
defensive back Jonathan Jones (31).
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978-531-0101

Visit us at: www.tastyfoodspeabody.com 
Open Every Day 11am - 10pm

GAME DAY SPECIALS!
Now Accepting Orders for Holidays & Game Days!

1 LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZA
1 LARGE CHICKEN WINGS

$19.99 + tax

2 LARGE SPECIALTY PIZZAS
1 LARGE CHICKEN WINGS

$41.99 + tax

3 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS
30 WINGS

$55.99 + tax

50 WINGS
$31.99 + tax

2 LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZAS
1 LARGE CHICKEN WINGS

$33.99 + tax

2 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS 
20 WINGS

$27.99 + taxAdditional toppings $1.75 • Extra Cheese $2.00 • Specialty topping $2.50 

HALF PAN
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32.00
32.00

FULL PAN
60.00
60.00
60.00

2.50

2.50

Family Meals - $40.00

Catering

Family Meals Feed 4 to 6
CHOOSE AN ENTREE:
• Chicken Parmesan

with Ziti or Spaghetti
• Chicken Ziti Broccoli

• Chicken Kebab Over Rice
• Spaghetti & Meatballs
• Mac & Cheese
• Pasta Primavera

CHOOSE 
A SALAD:
• Garden
• Greek
• Caesar

Includes Bread Sticks or Pita Bread

Catering Appetizers

CHICKEN WINGS
BUFFALO WINGS
BUFFALO FINGERS
ADD INDIVIDUAL SPINACH PIE
ADD INDIVIDUAL
CHEESE PIE (Tyropita)

Catering Salads
GREEK SALAD
GARDEN SALAD
CAESAR SALAD
ANTIPASTO

CHEF SALAD

30.00
25.00
30.00
45.00

45.00

50.00
45.00
45.00
65.00

65.00

Garden salad topped with genoa salami, 
mortadela, cooked salami, provolone cheese

Garden salad topped with ham turkey roast 
beef & American cheese

SPINACH PIE
STUFFED GRAPE LEAVE
PASTITSIO
LASAGNA
CHICKEN ZITI AND BROCC
BAKED ZITI
STUFFED SHELLS
CHEESE RAVIOLI
CHEESE TORTELLINI
MANICOTTI

CHICKEN PARM
CHICKEN KEBAB OVER RICE
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SUPER BOWL XX
Jan. 26, 1986, at New Orleans

BEARS 46, PATRIOTS 10
The Zero: Watching Tony 

Eason melt in an 0-for-6, 
three-sack performance will 
forever be etched into Pats 
history.

The Game-Breaker: Defen-
sive tackle William “Refrig-
erator” Perry plunges in 
from the 1 to score as many 
TDs as the Patriots on this 
day.

Place in History: New Eng-
land’s amazing “wild card” 
run, during which they 
“Squished the Fish” in 
Miami, ends one win from 
immortality.

SUPER BOWL XXXI
Jan. 27, 1997, at New Orleans

PACKERS 35, PATRIOTS 21
The Zero: Bill Parcells, 

immortalized here for saving 
the franchise and keeping it 
in New England, is fitted for 
goat horns when, realizing 
he was not to coach the Pats 
again, he does not fly home 
with the team.

The Game-Breaker: Desmond 
Howard’s 99-yard kick 
return for a touchdown 
seals the Pats’ fate.

Place in History: The Par-
cells era ends but leaves 
New England football fans 
insatiably hungry for a 
championship.

SUPER BOWL XXXVI
Feb. 3, 2002, at New Orleans

PATRIOTS 20, RAMS 17
The Hero: Tom Brady is the 

game MVP after driving 
the Pats down the field in 
the final 90 seconds for the 
game-winning field goal.

The Game-Breaker: Adam 
Vinatieri boots the game-
winning kick from 48 yards 
as time expires.

Place in History: Bill Belich-
ick delivers the first Lom-
bardi Trophy in franchise 
history.

SUPER BOWL XXXVIII
Feb. 1, 2004, at Houston

PATRIOTS 32, PANTHERS 29
The Hero: Tom Brady wins 

his second Super Bowl MVP 
trophy, and the accompany-
ing Cadillac, in three years.

The Game-Breaker: Auto-
matic Adam strikes again, 
this time knocking home 
the game-winning 41-yarder 
with four seconds to play.

Place in History: The founda-
tion for a potential dynasty 

is now in place.

SUPER BOWL XXXIX
Feb. 6, `t2005, at Jacksonville

PATRIOTS 24, EAGLES 21
The Hero: Receiver Deion 

Branch (11 catches, 133 yards) 

ends Brady’s hold on the 
MVP trophy.

The Game-Breaker: Rodney 
Harrison ices it in the final 
minutes with his second 
interception of the game.

Place in History: Finishing 

with the trophy at 17-2, the 
best team in New England 
Patriots history rests its case.

SUPER BOWL XLII
Feb. 3, 2008, at Glendale, Arizona

GIANTS 17, PATRIOTS 14
The Zero: The offensive 

line swallows the blame col-
lectively by giving up five 
sacks to a four-man rush.

The Game-Breaker: It was 
over when David Tyree 
wedged a fourth-down con-
version catch against the 
top of his helmet.

Place in History: New Eng-
land’s bid for a perfect sea-
son ends at 18-1.

SUPER BOWL XLVI
Feb. 5, 2012, at Indianapolis

GIANTS 21, PATRIOTS 17
The Zero: Is it Wes Welker 

or Tom Brady? Either way, if 
they connect on that fourth-
quarter pass, this one is over.

The Game-Breaker: Ahmad 
Bradshaw puts the Giants 
ahead for good with the 
only score of the fourth 
quarter on a late 6-yard TD 
run.

Place in History: Suddenly 
the once-invincible Brady 
is 3-2 on the game’s big-
gest stage, with both losses 
coming to an ordinary Eli 
Manning.

SUPER BOWL XLIX
Feb. 1, 2015, at Glendale, Arizona

PATRIOTS 28, SEAHAWKS 24
The Hero: Tom Brady won 

the MVP Award, his third. 
But the real hero was a 
rookie, backup defensive 
back Malcolm Butler, who 
intercepted the ball at 
the goal line to clinch the 
deal.

The Game-Breaker: The 
Patriots trailed 24-14, but 
scored two fourth-quarter 

PATRIOTS SUPER BOWL HISTORY

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
Patriots cornerback Stephon Gilmore (24) snags an interception during the fourth quarter of 
Super Bowl LIII.

Associated Press
Patriots strong safety Malcolm Butler (21) intercepts a pass 
intended for Seattle Seahawks wide receiver Ricardo Lockette 
during the second half of Super Bowl XLIX.   
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touchdowns, including the 
game-winner by Julian Edel-
man before the two-minute 
warning.

Place in History: The Patri-
ots become one of only six 
franchises with four Super 
Bowls. Brady and coach Bill 
Belichick are the second 
QB-coach combo with four 
rings.

SUPER BOWL LI
Feb. 5, 2017, at Houston

PATRIOTS 34, FALCONS 28 (OT)
The Hero: Tom Brady or 

James White — take your 
pick. Brady got hot at the 
right time, completing 12 
of 16 passes in the fourth 
quarter and overtime for 
150 yards. White, like Brady, 
had been quiet before the 
comeback — the Pats trailed 
28-3 late in the third quarter. 
White scored three touch-
downs and added a two-point 
conversion, giving him 20 
points, the most ever in a 
Super Bowl. Brady completed 
43 of 62 passes for 466 yards. 
White finished 29 rushing 
yards, 14 receptions and 110 
yards receiving.

The Game-Breaker: Julian 

Edelman’s incredible 
23-yard reception, on the 
eventual game-tying touch-
down drive, was battered 
and appeared to be an inter-
ception before he remark-
ably snatched the ball, in 
between two legs, just 2 
inches from the turf.

Place in History: Brady and 
Belichick were the only player 
and coach to combine for five 
Super Bowls together.

SUPER BOWL LII
Feb., 4, 2018 at  

Minneapolis, Minn.
EAGLES 41, PATRIOTS 33

The Zero: While this game 
will always be known as 
the “How-come-Malcolm-
Butler-didn’t-play?” game, 
it could also be known as 
the worst defensive per-
formance in Super Bowl 
history. The Eagles only 
punted once. And they 
moved the ball way too eas-
ily with a backup quarter-
back-turned-MVP in Nick 
Foles. The Patriots actually 
took the lead, 33-32, in the 
fourth quarter. 

The Game Breaker: The 
Eagles were equally inept 

on defense for 99 percent of 
the game. But there was one 
play with only 2:16 remain-
ing in the game that all but 
ended the Patriots’ and 
Brady’s comeback hopes 
when defensive lineman 
Brandon Graham strip-
sacked Brady and it was 
recovered by defensive end 
Derek Barnett. 

Place in history: It was 
another tough Super Bowl 
loss. Maybe it wasn’t as 
brutal as the dual losses to 
the Giants, but it was close. 
Brady appeared to be lead-
ing the Patriots to another 
championship, in the final 
minute, only to have it 
stripped away. Literally.

SUPER BOWL LIII
Feb. 3, 2019 at Atlanta
PATRIOTS 13, RAMS 3

The Hero: In the end, Patri-
ots slot receiver Julian 
Edelman was deemed the 
MVP (10 rec., 141 yards), 
but cases could be made for 
Sony Michel (18 rushes, 94 
yards, 1 TD), Dont’a High-
tower (2 sacks), Stephon 
Gilmore (1 int.), Kyle Van 
Noy (1 sack). In fact, the 

entire Patriots defense was 
special. The Patriots had 
so many big performances 
when the lights were at 
their brightest, including 
head coach Bill Belichick.

The Game-Breaker: Tom 
Brady’s 29-yard pass to a 
streaking Rob Gronkowski 
down the left side with 
three defenders around him 
changed the game. Brady 
dropped the ball in per-
fectly to Gronkowski, who 
went down to get it at the 
Rams 2-yard line. The game 
was tied at the time and the 
Patriots assumed control 
from there. Jason McCour-
ty’s breakup of a Brandin 
Cooks apparent reception, 
in the back of the end zone, 
kept the Rams from getting 
the lead in the third quarter. 
Another huge play. 

Place in history: The Patriots 
earned their sixth Super 
Bowl title, tying the Pitts-
burgh Steelers for the most 
all-time in the Super Bowl 
era. As for Tom Brady and 
Bill Belichick, both sepa-
rated themselves in terms of 
championships. 

Panthers quarterback Jack Delhomme is sacked by Patriots 
Mike Vrabel (50) and Willie McGinest (55) in Super Bowl 
XXXVIII.
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Lynne S. Farrington 
SRES, REALTOR®

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Direct Cell: 603-490-9323 
lynnef.remax@gmail.com
www.homesofnewengland.com

Buying. Selling. 
(Or just friendly advice.)

Each office individually owned and operated  • 978.620.4600 • 238A Pleasant St., Methuen, MA

SERVING BUYERS AND SELLERS 
IN MASS AND NEW HAMPSHIRE

Get Real Results
When it comes to selling your home, you want a realtor who 
will work hard to bring more potential buyers to your door 
through innovative marketing and attentive service.

I have more than three decades of valuable experience in the 
local real estate market, and I know what works. Call today to 
discuss your property needs, and let me put my expertise to 
work for you.

CONGRATS PATS!

TIRES
All major brands
including off-road

fordboys4x4@comcast.net

978-281-3675
Over 40 Years Combined Automotive Experience

12 Pond Road, Gloucester
~ Last building on the left ~ www.jandbrepairs.com

Fisher Plow 
Parts & Service Dealer

Medium Duty Truck Service

Bob Oliver
Manager

Foreign & Domestic
• Computer Diagnostics

& Repair

• Brakes • Exhaust

• Radiators

Major/Minor Repairs
• Transmissions

• Diesel Performance Upgrades
• Motor Replacement

• Fleet Maintenance

Congrats Pats

McAloon’s Liquors Quic  Pic
C O N V E N I E N C E  S T O R E

&

531 CHICKERING ROAD • RTE. 125 • NORTH ANDOVER

COME IN AND VISIT US TO SEE THE CHANGES 
AND NEW RENOVATIONS... THAT ARE IN PROGRESS.

WE ARE MAKING ROOM FOR MORE PRODUCTS 
COMING IN DAILY – PRODUCE, BREADS, PIZZA, 

HEALTHY SNACKS, PIES, MEAT, FRUIT. MORE 
ITALIAN SAUCES & CHEESES AND MORE TO COME!

HERE WE GO PATS!!!
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41: Quarterback Tom 
Brady’s age, the oldest quar-
terback to win the Super 
Bowl.

2: The number of times 
Tom Brady didn’t win MVP 
in the six Patriots Super 
Bowl wins

1926: The year the Bos-
ton Bulldogs were created 
— and dismantled — a 
foray into pro football for 
Massachusetts long before 
the Boston/New England 
Patriots came along. Later, 

in 1932, came the Boston 
Redskins (originally the 
Braves), but the team moved 
to Washington, D.C. after 
five years.

4: The number of Patri-
ots’ moves between 1960 
and 1971. They played in 
Nickerson Field, Fenway 
Park, Harvard Stadium and 
Boston College’s Alumni 
Stadium.

1985/86: The season that 
saw the Patriots make his-
tory by winning three road 
playoff games to advance to 

the team’s first Super Bowl, 
against the Chicago Bears.

18th: The round of the 
Major League Baseball draft 
in 1995 in which the Mon-
treal Expos took Brady, then 
an all-state catcher for Juni-
pero Serra High, an all-boys 
Catholic high school.

21: The record for consecu-
tive wins, including playoffs, 
set by the Patriots during 
their back-to-back Super 
Bowl seasons in 2003-04.

25: Years Bob Kraft has 

owned the team, having 
bought the Patriots in Janu-
ary 1994.

10: Bob Kraft’s record, 
as an owner, for the most 

conference championships.

9: The number of seasons in 
which Brady has started in 
three playoff games.

6: Kraft’s record, as an 
owner, for Super Bowl wins.

1971: The year the Pats’ 
“new” home, Schaefer 

 
A look inside New England’s football dynasty

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photos
New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady is swarmed by photographers on the field after 
the Patriots beat the Los Angeles Rams 13-3 in Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in 
Atlanta. 
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Jen Hamilton
REALTOR®

508.954.7941

138 River Road • Suite 107 • Andover, MA 01810

Bus: 978.475.2111 • Fax: 978.327.5182
jennifer.bower9@comcast.net • jenhamilton.com

Independently Owned and Operated

Way To RepResenT

CONGRATS 
ON ANOTHER BIG WIN

448 Andover Street | Lawrence, MA | 978-688-2225 
81 Bridge Street | Beverly, MA | 978-922-0064

www.napolitanogranite.com

Congratulations!!
Six Time Champions!

Napolitano
Marble & Granite

Family Owned 
For Over Three Decades
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Stadium, barely passed a 
mandatory flush test, which 
involved flushing every 
toilet simultaneously. Flood-
ing occurred and had to be 
repaired before the opener, 
per health inspectors.

11: The number of games in 
the 1990 season in which the 
Patriots never held a lead. 
They finished the year 1-15.

2: The number of times the 
Patriots have missed the 
playoffs during the Belich-
ick-Brady era, both times 

being the seventh seed, in 
2002 and 2008.

15: The number of games 
started by quarterback Matt 
Cassel in the 2008 season. 
The Patriots made history 
in 2005 when they drafted 
Cassel in the seventh round. 
He was the first quarterback 
to start an NFL game having 
never started in college (at 
the University of Southern 
California).

114.4 million: The 
number of viewers who saw 

the Pats win over Seattle 
in Super Bowl XLIX, which 
at the time was the most-
watched telecast in televi-
sion history.

120.7 million: The 
number of viewers who 
watched the Super Bowl 
XLIX half-time show, which 
featured Katy Perry and 
introduced to the world the 
now-infamous Left Shark.

$5.5 million: The Patri-
ots’ outlay for 150 Super 

Continued, Page S42

New England Patriots owner Bob Kraft walks onto the field before the start of Super Bowl LIII 
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta. In the 25 years Kraft has owned the team, it has gone to 
the Super Bowl 10 times, winning six.

Patriots running back James White scores the game-winning touchdown in Super Bowl LI 
against the Falcons. The rings for winning Super Bowl LI cost $37,000 each.
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113 South Main Street • Bradford, MA 01835

978-372-6117
www.haverhillappliance.com

Greg
Foucault

APPLIANCES
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

Congratulations Pats!

SPECIALIZING IN D/W & MICROWAVE
SALES & INSTALLATION

DIY PARTS
WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR APPLIANCES 

AUTHORIZED FACTORY SERVICE

Six-Time 
Champs!

12% OFF
Our Reasonable Fees • (New Clients Only - Not valid in April)

Tax Returns for Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations, 
Tax Advising & Consultation for Small Business

978-977-0411
386 Lowell Street, Peabody | www.smallbizpros.com/h_harris 

BUSINESS SERVICES
Herb Harris, E.A., OwnerCONGRATS PATS!!!
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Bowl rings after the win 
over Seattle.

$37,000: The most money 
spent on a Super Bowl ring 
(after win over Atlanta).

$72 million: The money 
secured by the Massachu-
setts Legislature to build 
Gillette Stadium when Kraft 
was threatening to move the 
team to Hartford in 1998.

$8 million: Gillette’s 
annual expense for naming 
rights of the former CMGI 
Field, built 300 yards from 
the old stadium in Foxbor-
ough. The name was revis-
ited after one season when 
CMGI’s stock plummeted. 
Gillette signed a 15-year 
deal for exclusive naming 
rights, then signed another 
15-year deal in 2013.

21 yards: The distance 
of Brady’s first career 
touchdown pass, thrown 
to Terry Glenn on Oct. 14, 
2001, against the San Diego 
Chargers.

7: Numbers retired by the 
Patriots: Gino Cappelletti 
(20), Mike Haynes (40), 

Steve Nelson (57), John Han-
nah (73), Bruce Armstrong 
(78), Jim Lee Hunt (79) and 
Bob Dee (89)

24: The number requested 
by veteran safety Adrian 
Wilson when he joined the 
Patriots in 2013, since it 

had been his number for 
his entire 12-year career. 
However, it was already 
assigned to cornerback 
Kyle Arrington. Wilson 
made a deal with Arrington, 
the father of a new baby, 
offering a year’s supply of 
diapers in exchange for the 

number. Arrington agreed 
and a truckload of diapers 
arrived. �

5,453: Sam Cunningham’s 
rushing yards over 10 years 
with the Patriots. Cunning-
ham, who retired in 1982, 
still leads the franchise in 

all-time rushing yards.

59: The Patriots’ score in 
the most lopsided win in 
franchise history, on Oct. 18, 
2009, when they shut out the 
Tennessee Titans.

102: Tight end Rob 
Gronkowski’s yards from six 
receptions during his first 
career 100-yard game. It was 
the final game of the regular 
season in his rookie year. He 
also had a touchdown.

1993: The year that former 
owner James Orthwein and 
his marketing team report-
edly asked NFL Properties 
to develop a new team logo 
and uniform color scheme, 
which included the “Flying 
Elvis” on the helmets.

13: Seasons played by the 
Patriots before the team 
made the playoffs in 1976. 
That year, the Patriots beat 
the New Orleans Saints, 
27-6, at Foxborough to qual-
ify for their first NFL playoff 
appearance since the 1963 
AFL Championship game.

1971: The year the team 
relocated to the town 

of Foxborough and was 
briefly renamed the “Bay 
State Patriots.” The name 
was rejected when people 
pointed out its abbreviation: 
B.S. Patriots.

27 minutes: The length 
of time, still a Super Bowl 
record, that the Patriots and 
Panthers played in Super 
Bowl XXXVIII before either 
team scored. In the same 
game, the teams combined 
to score 37 points in the 
fourth quarter — the most 
ever in a single quarter of a 
Super Bowl.

44 yards: The passing 
yards attained by D. Har-
vey White, the first-ever 
Patriots quarterback, who 
signed in December 1959 
and played just three games. 
He finished his season with 
three completions on seven 
attempts.

$3.8 billion: The value 
of the New England Patri-
ots, as estimated by Forbes 
Magazine, putting them at 
second in the NFL behind 
Dallas Cowboys ($5 billion).

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski (87) breaks away from Los Angeles Chargers cornerback 
Michael Davis (43) during the first half of the Divisional AFC playoff game in January. 
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2018

Insure With Us And Save!

• Early Sign Up Discount-Save! • Financing Available

• Free Registry Service • Flexible Payment Plans

• Accident Forgiveness •  Insurance Cancelled?

We Can Help!
BRIAN S. DEMPSEY INSURANCE AGENCY

60 Bailey Boulevard • Haverhill, MA 01830
(978)521-2000 • www.dempseyinsurance.com

Bundle Your 
Auto And Home 
Insurance And 

Save Up To 

35%

Auto   •   Home   •   Life
We are now offering Commercial Insurance with Progressive!

Congratulations PATS!

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:47:26 PM
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QUAL I T Y

PAMELA STEPHEN

VOTED “THE BEST” 8 YEARS IN A ROW!

SCORE A TOUCHDOWN 
WITH THESE OFFERS!

 - SAVE UP TO - 

ON ANY FULL ROOF OR SIDING
IF NEW ENGLAND WINS THE BIG GAME 2/3/19

Must present this coupon. Some restrictions apply.  
Valid until 3/15/19. Call for details.

Applicable to complete roofing or siding job booked by 
March 15th 2019. Must present/mention this coupon prior 

to booking. Valid until 3/15/19.

$1,000 $500off off
BIG GAME SPECIAL

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:47:28 PM
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BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

31 MAPLE STREET | DANVERS MA 01923
978-750-0100

Greek, American & Jewish Cuisine

Present this coupon to Receive $500 OFF
Your Next Order of $2500 or More

Expires April 30, 2019

•  We have been servicing customers for more than 
20 years.

•  We maintain your current heating, cooling, and 
hot water and plumbing  systems and when its time, 
help you choose the best replacement options.

•  Emergency service coverage.

91 Belmont St. North Andover, MA 01845 
www.caIlahanc.com  978-689-9233

License# : PC 3532, MP-15212

Your Comfort is our Business!

SERVICES:

• INSTALLATIONS
• AIR CONDITIONING
• BOILERS
• FURNACES
• HEAT PUMPS

• HOT WATER HEATERS
• ON-DEMAND SYSTEMS
• GAS PIPING
• PLUMBING

Why Choose Us?

Pre-Season Air Conditioning Specials!

Value is important to every consumer, you want to 
get a great deal, excellent service and a quality 
product from a trusted professional. Schedule an 

installation before March 29, 2018 to take advantage 
of our Pre-Season Specials. Call for a FREE estimate!

2017Peabody
2018

THANK YOU 
FOR VOTING US 
THE BEST 

LIQUOR STORE 
IN PEABODY!

A&L LIQUORS 
Specializing in Fine Wine & Spirits

Celebrating 33 Years in Business
54-56 Foster Street R • Peabody, MA 
(978) 532-3460 • Fax: (978) 548-6503

WAY TO GO PATS!

Arthur and Stacy Hiou - Proprietors  • Jason Hiou - Manager 

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:47:29 PM
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* For as long as you own your home.
See location for details.

500

FINAL-1 Mon, Feb 11, 2019 11:47:31 PM
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CONGRATULATIONS 
PATS ON #6

BELLMORE 
TRANSPORTATION

978-474-4244
bellmorestransportation.com

FITZGERALD
REAL ESTATE  

Todd 603-234-1458 
Kim 603-234-1457 

Tfitzre@Comcast.net

RIVER VALLEY RE  
West Newbury, MA 

978-465-8851 
Rivervalleyrealestate.com

LIVINGSTON
FAMILY TREE SERVICE 

Fully Ins. 24/7 Emergency Service
978-689-8373

livingstonfamilytree.com

NEWBURYPORT
LIGHTING COMPANY 

38R Merrimac St. (next to Black Cow)
978-499-9777

NewburyportLighting.com

ROCKINGHAM
TOYOTA/HONDA

Salem, NH
Toyota 888-523-0042
Honda  888-255-1724
rockinghammotors.com

BILL’S AUTO CLINIC                              
2 Commercial St. 

Salem, MA
billsautoclinic.com

978-745-2087

GOULD INSURANCE
Amesbury, MA
978-388-2354

GouldInsurance.com

MARIE’S RESTAURANT
85 Beach Rd. Salisbury, MA

978-462-0911
Find us on Facebook

SHEEHAN’S
TOWING & SERVICE

Methuen, MA 
978-687-9378

sheehanstowing.com

GIUSEPPE’S 
Fresh Pasta & Fine Food

257 Low St., Newburyport, MA
978-465-2225

giuseppesfinefood.com

MAIN STREET MOBIL
14 N. Main St. Andover, MA

978-475-2566
mainstreetmobil.com

PAUL E. MARTIN’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Questions? Call Us! 
603-893-6954

Go Pats!

SAM’S MOBIL
12 Mass Ave. 

No. Andover, MA
978-689-2719

samsmobilmart.com

BRADFORD 
TOWING

Haverhill, MA
978-372-6151

HEIGHTS AT
CAPE ANN

950 Heights at Cape Ann
Gloucester, MA
978-281-1184

forestproperties.net

MERRIMACK
VALLEY TIRE

45 Hilldale Ave. Haverhill, MA
978-373-3561

merrimackvalleytire.com

PIRO’S
ITALIAN BAKERY
300 Merrimack St.

Methuen, MA
978-686-1872
pirobakery.com

THE OXFORD 
689 Main St.
Haverhill, MA 

978-373-1131
theoxfordrehabhealth.com

FIRESIDE
RESTAURANT
171 Pelham St. 
Methuen, MA

978-683-2945
firesidemethuen.com

JOHN’S OIL
978-777-4205
Johnsoil.com

MICHAEL FIORI 
CONSTRUCTION

Affordable Roofing, 
Siding and Windows

978-265-6843

RICHARD’S APPLIANCE
155 Bridge St. Salisbury, MA

978-462-2003
richardappliance.com

VERMETTE’S 
MARKET

6 Pond St. 
Amesbury, MA
978-388-0320

ARDITO, TOSCANO 
AND MCCOLLUM  

40 Bayfield Dr., Ste 4
North Andover, MA 

978-688-2880 
atm-cpa.com

ADPM, INC.
77 Main St., Amesbury, MA

978-388-9890
Fax: 978-388-9892

AdvantageProperty77.com

BERTINI’S
RESTAURANT
284 Canal St.
Salem, MA 

978-744-1436
bertinisrestaurant.com

225 Broadway Suite 101, Methuen MA 01844 
978-685-7280   www.perocchiinsurance.com

Auto                                Home                                Life                               Notary

Family Owned Since 1989
Top Quality Insurance From a Family Owned 

Company You Can Trust
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By Ted Johnson

‘Teddy Three Rings’ thankful  
for Patriots, Belichick and Brady

Editor’s Note: Ted Johnson 
played middle linebacker 
for the Patriots for 10 sea-

sons, from 1995 through 2004. 
The Colorado University gradu-
ate was a second-round draft 

pick by Bill Par-
cells. He not only 
helped the Patriots 
win three Super 
Bowls, he was 
named to the Patri-
ots all ’90s team. 
He now lives in the 
Boston area. He 
wrote this column 

for this publication celebrating 
the 2018 Patriots season and 
Super Bowl championship.

All you need to know about 
my professional football career 
is my “nickname” in the Hous-
ton area: “Teddy Three Rings.”

Honestly, I like it. It’s got a 
nice “ring” to it. (Sorry about 
the bad pun!)

It’s not as snazzy as, say, 
Tommy Six Rings, but I’ll take 
it.

What can I say about your 
(and my) New England Patriots, 
fresh off another Super Bowl 
championship over a tough Los 
Angeles Rams team?

I’m a co-host of a sports talk 
radio show in Houston, where I 
spent a lot of time growing up, 
and I get asked about the Patri-
ots and comparing the team 
to other great franchises. My 
answer: There isn’t anything 
to compare it. Their success is 
unprecedented. 

I believe, considering the 
financial constraints and the 
small windows most teams 
have, that this will never be 
duplicated. Not in my lifetime. 
Not in my kids’ lifetimes. 
And not in my grandkids’ 
— who aren’t even born yet 
— lifetimes.

We have to start referenc-
ing Tom Brady not with great 
players but with legendary ath-
letes, like Michael Jordan and 
Muhammad Ali. 

Look at the NFL now? There 
are some great quarterbacks. 
Who is in his category? Aaron 
Rodgers might be the closest, 
and he’s not even close. 

And then there is Bill 
Belichick.

What he’s done over the 
last 18 seasons will never be 
touched again. I was there at 
the beginning, when he got 
there, in 2000. We were floun-
dering after Bill Parcells, who 
drafted me in 1995, had righted 
the ship here in New England.

Bill (Belichick) took it to 
another level -- and then 
another level after that.

His attention to detail is 
incredible. He also has an 
uncanny ability to predict what 
the other team is going to do. 
I’ve never seen or heard any-
thing like it.

Now, we are in uncharted 
waters as a coach, remember-
ing he is the guy in charge of 
the roster, too.

So what happens when you 
have the best quarterback of all 
time and the best coach of all 
time? You have the Patriots.

I laugh when I hear about 
which one has more to do with 
the success. They both do. 

Bill Belichick needs Tom 

Brady as much as Tom Brady 
needs Bill Belichick. And by 
that I mean unparalleled and 
unmatched success.

Bill may want to satisfy the 
itch of winning a Super Bowl 
with another quarterback, but 
I’m not sure if he’ll ever get that 
chance. Nor should he.

Tom doesn’t appear to be 
finished any time soon. And 
Tom knows there is not another 
team out there that can give 
him what the Patriots can 
give him, which is more Super 
Bowls. His best chance is to stay 
hitched to Bill’s wagon.

I probably could have played 
another year or two. But I 
remembered thinking, “This 
is probably the right time to 
end it, with a Super Bowl ring,” 
which was three rings in four 
years.

After the 2002 season, I’d 
considered leaving the Patriots. 
There were some issues I had 
with the organization, but in 
the end, I loved my teammates 
and I saw we would have more 
chances to win.

Did I predict back-to-back 
Super Bowls in 2003 and 2004? 
No.

I was lucky. I didn’t have as 
big of a role as I did earlier 
in my career and lost a little 
money because of it, but I made 
the right decision for me.

Super Bowl Week in Atlanta 
brought back some great mem-
ories for me, especially from 
back in the Boston area.

Football is king back there. 
When I come by to visit, I can’t 
believe the number of guys 
making money on the side 
doing advertisements and TV 
shows.

When I came back to the Bos-
ton area, I’ve had people offer-
ing to buy me a beer or pay for 
my dinner a lot. Fans still treat 
me like I’m on the team.

I guess, in a lot of ways, I still 
am.

Go Patriots.

Ted Johnson during his playing days with the Patriots.
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Coming to the beautiful…

 LynnAuditorium.com      781-599-SHOW        1-800-745-3000    
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