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has indeed been harmed by defendants’ conduct and secks to hold the defendants accountable for
defamation and for the infliction of emotional distress, as well as for the defendants” flagrant
violation of basic journalistic standards.

I. The Parties
l. Mr. Jajuga, currently serving as the Mayor of Methuen, is a resident of Methuen. He has

a long and distinguished record of serving his country, his state and his community.

2. Mr. Jajuga served for three years as a United States Marine between 1966 and 1969,
when he was honorably discharged. He then served for twenty-one (21) years in the
Massachusetts State Police, including as an undercover officer combatting narcotics trafficking,
as Director of the Essex County Drug Task Foroe and as Supervisor of Narcotics Operations for

the Essex County District Attorney, before retiring with honor.

3. He was elected State Senator, serving, inter alia, as Senate Chairman of the Joint
Committee on Public Safety for eleven years and as Senate Vice Chairman of the Joint
Committee on Government Regulation, leaving the Senate to accept the request of the Governor
of Massachusetts that he serve as Secretary of Public Safety for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. He then served as President of the Greater Haverhill Chamber of Commerce and
as Councilor at Large for the City of Methuen, before taking on the civic responsibilities of

serving as Mayor of Methuen.

4. Defendant Thomas James Duggan, Jr. (“Duggan”) resides at 75 Main Street, North

Andover, Massachusetts. He is the president and publisher, founder, owner and operator of the



Paper which, according to him, is distributed in more than 800 locations in 51 communitics in

Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and which is circulated online at www,valleypatriot.com.
He also publishes a column in the Paper with the title “Paying Attention! With Tom Duggan,” in
which he purports to publish “facts” about various issues and individuals. Upon information and

belief, the Valley Patriot and Mr. Duggan’s column is read by thousands of people.

5. Defendant Valley Patriot, Incorporated publishes the Paper and shares responsibility for
its operation with Duggan, its President and owner. It was incorporated, according to its
incorporation papers, for the purpose, inter alia, of “disseminat[ing] ... information bearing on
issues and importance to the citizens of the Merrimack Valley.” It lists with its incorporation
papers an address of 75 Main Street, North Andover, Massachusetts and is the vehicle, on

information and belief, through which Duggan publishes the Paper.

11. Jurisdiction and Venue

6. The jurisdiction of this Court over the defendants is lawful and proper where they reside,
work and do business in Massachuseits and the claims brought here arise from a defamatory
publication in Massachusetts, doing harm to Mr. J ajuga here in Massachusetts where he works
and lives. Venue in this county is lawful and proper where the parties work and do business and,

in the case of the individual parties, reside, here.

I11. Facts Common to All Counts

7. The defendants’ March, 2018 issue of the Paper published Duggan’s column “Paying

Attention with Tom Duggan,” entitled “Jajuga’s Resume on Public Safety is a Fraud.” That



article asserted a long series of utterly false and fraudulent statements of purported “fact,” each
of which was intended to defame Mr. Jajuga, and each of which did defame him. Each of these
statements of “fact” was of and concerning Mr. Jajuga, and each was made by the defendants,
and by Duggan in particular, with actual malice (1) knowing that they were false; (2) published
in the face of information known by the defendants that they were false; and/or (3) in complete,
utter and reckless disregard of whether these statements - - outrageous on their face and
calculated by defendants to harm Mr. Jajuga both professionally and personally - - were false.
The defendants made no effort to verify the accuracy of their statements precisely because they

cither knew the statements were false or had no interest whatsoever in, or concern about, their

falsity.

8. A copy of Duggan’s column as published in the March, 201 8 edition of the Paper - - both
in the hard copy distributed throughout numerous communitics in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire, including Mr. Jajuga’s home city of Methuen and online - - is attached hereto as
Exhibit A. Its publication has already held Mr. Jajuga up to ridicule, as the defendants intended,;

indeed, Mr. Jajuga has already heard from numerous individuals who read the defamatory

publication.

9. The false and defamatory statements of purported fact about Mr. Jajuga, published by the
defendants with knowledge of their falsity or in reckless disregard of their falsity, which were
intended to harm Mr. Jajuga and which have done so, include, inter alia, the following:

a. the headline “Jajuga’s Resume on Public Safety is a Fraud.”

b. the statement that Mr. Jajuga has a “fake police resume.”



h.

the statement that Mr. Jajuga “was forced off the State Police because of
heroin addiction and several other serious issues. That is a fact.”

the statement that “Jajuga took multiple trips to rehab while quietly getting to
keep his job. Friends on the department covered for him, and local politicians
covered for him too - - at least until they could cover for him no more.”

the statement that it was Jim Jajuga [who was] in charge of public safety and
security at Logan Airport on 9/11. YEAH ... thats right ... it was Jim Jajuga
at the helm of Logan when Muslim terrorists breached security at the alrport
and flew two planes into the Twin Towers.”

the statement that “Jajuga was forced to resign as Commissioner” (sic) [of
Public Safety].

the statement that Mr. Jajuga “tried to get even with the State Police for
forcing him out, by trying to take away their private construction details, all
the while secretly trying to setup (sic) a flagman business where he and his
friends could heavily profit from the legislation he was pushing.”

the statement “[Mr. Jajuga] was a crooked cop and a crooked senator.”

the statements that Mr. Jajuga “was forced to resign from his State Senate job
mid-term, quietly of course, as he was under both state and federal
investigation for a multitude of criminal accusations, none the least of which
was his involvement with ‘Crest Associates’ and the bizarre and untimely
death of Rich St. Louis, whom Law Enforcement sources said at the time was

set to testify against Jajuga just a few days later.”



j. the statements that Mr. Jajuga “was recently caught red handed being paid to
lobby for a marijuana distributor while Haverhill Mayor Jim IFiorentini was
using him to act on behalf of his city to negotiate with that same marijuana
distributor.”

k. the statement that “the Secretary of State fined Jajuga $2500 for concealing
his lobbying activity from the public.”

I the statement that Mr. Jajuga is “a con artist who used to wear a badge and
was forced to resign, used to be a commissioner and was forced to resign,

used to be a Senator and was forced to resign.”

10. All of these defamatory statements by the defendants and by Duggan in particular, many
of which contain multiple falsehoods within each statement, are not merely false, and not merely
outrageously so. They are fabrications, fabricated by the defendants either with actual
knowledge of their falsity, or with complete disregard of whether or not they were true. The
defendants ignored evidence readily available to them, if not in their actual possession, that these
statements were untrue, or simply chose to make these statements up, believing that they had no
obligation to comply with the most basis journalistic standards of ethics, to the extent that they
were even aware of those standards. Many of these defamatory statements, indeed, constitute
defamation per se, as they impugn Mr. Jajuga’s professional competence and/or accuse him of

criminal acts. As noted, many of these statements consist of multiple false and defamatory

statements of fact.



COUNT ONE
(Defamation)

1. Mr. Jajuga incorporates by reference in their entirety paragraphs 1-10 herein. All of the

above-listed statements were false, malicious and fabricated, and were published with a
!

knowing, intentional, subjective awareness of, and/or reckless disregard of; their falsity. Al

were of and concerning Mr. Jajuga, and all defamed him, as was their purpose.

12. As a result of defendants’ actions, Mr. Jajuga has suffered damage to his professional and

personal reputation, and suffered emotional distress.

COUNT TWO
(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress)
13. Mr. Jajuga incorporates by reference in their entirety paragraphs 1-12 herein.
14. By their actions, including the outrageous fabrication and publication of utterly false and

defamatory statements of purported “fact”, as described above, the defendants intended to inflict
severe emotional distress upon Mr. Jajuga or, at a minimum, knew and should have known that

severe emotional distress would be the likely result of their conduct.

15. Defendants’ conduct as described above was extreme and outrageous, beyond the bounds

of decency, and intolerable in a civilized community.

16. Defendants’ conduct directly and proximately caused Mr. J ajuga to suffer emotional

distress of a nature which no reasonable person should be required to endure, and for which Mr.

Jajuga is entitled to recover.



Pravyers for Relief

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff, Mr. Jajuga, respectfully requests that the Court grant him

the following relief:

L. Enter judgment after trial in his favor and against the defendants on cach

and every count of this complaint;

i. Award him damages against the defendants in an amount determined by

the Jury, plus statutory interest;

. Award his attorney’s fees and costs reasonably incurred and expended by

him in the necessary prosecution of this Complaint; and

iv. Grant such other further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

JURY DEMAND

The Plaintiff demands a trial by jury on all counts so triable.

Dated: March 2! 2018
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Jajuga’s Resume on Pubhc Safety is a Fraud

SAFETY OF CH[LDREN NO
PRIORITY FOR- JATUGA

Last week, Metbucn School Committee--

man Jana DiNatale suggcstcd at a meeting
that the ¢ity setup a pubhc safety com-
mittee to discuss keeping kids safe in'the
Methuen schools, especially given the re~

cent spate of school shootings nation-wide.

‘She also suggested renewing a line 1tcm
in the budget for software that teachers

canuseasa’ pamc bunon” if somethmg 15

gomg on in their classroom swhich requires

unul they could covcr for hlm 70, 1aore: 1d b avﬂy proﬁt from Ihe leglslauon hc

that was rcquued for them to move-to
§ Haverhill..Scatamacchia said Mayor James -
"3, Fiorentini supplied the letter and retyped .
“it-on to Haverhill City Council letterhead,
. on-behalf of Jajuga, whlch is fraud 2 auy Way,.t .
. you lookatit. ~ =% ;
. The Secrctary of State s Office W L
C U The reqitired, Iobbymg disclosure shows
‘.J’aju ] mpresenfed Healtlxy Pharms be-
tween Oct. 20 and Nov 21, 2613 The sam,
form also shows campaign contrzb i
Jajuga de 16 local, ¢lected oﬁ” cials-di
:ing the same penod Messachiusetts Gener
al Law. Chaprer3 -Section 43-requires

- Feeling more -conifident about your
Methuen Mayor s ability to-run your:
schools or police depamncnt yet?
Wan there’s more. .




