
Thursday, November 6th 2025

Our Veterans
A Tribute to Veterans from the Merrimack Valley
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What does it mean to be a Veteran?
There are many kinds of Veterans, and we have much in common
despite our different roles, different duties, different deployments,
different backgrounds, and different circumstances. The Veterans
Creed has been adopted by over eleven different Veterans
Organizations across the nation. This creed speaks to me and many
Veterans despite our differences and brings us together in a way
that we can honor and respect our unique selves as well as our
service then; and our service now. I am proud to be a Veteran.

Jeffrey C. Hollett
US Army / MAARNG

Sergeant First Class / E7
Jan 1985 to August 2012

Camp Jackson, SC – Ft Gordon, GA – CpWalker South Korea – Fort Detrick, MD, - Fort
Buckner, Okinawa Japan, - Operation Bright Star Alexandria Egypt - Operation Iraqi
Freedom (2003, 2007, 2010), MAARNG – Hurricane Irene and Hurricane Sharon.

THE VETERAN’S CREED
I am an American Veteran
I proudly served my country
I live the values I learned in the military
I continue to serve my community, my
country, and my fellow Veterans
I maintain my physical and mental discipline
I continue to lead and improve
I make a difference
I honor and remember my fallen comrades
I am an American Veteran!

Heros Among Us
Celebrate the Veteran Spirit

199 Lowell Street, Lawrence, MA 01840 • (978) 686-9988 • www.appliancecorner.com

Veter
ans Day Thank You
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*Coupon can not be applied for prior purchases. Coupon cannot be combined with any other offer. Exclusions may apply. See store for details.

Shop us online at www.statelinepetsupply.com

STATE LINE PET SUPPLY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Special
Tuesday, November 11th

• Currently enlisted* • Veterans* • Retired*
Mention this offer and Save

*Must present a valid military ID
*offer good Nov. 11th, 2025 only
*We reserve the right to limit quantities

Can NOT be combined with any other offers.
Offer is valid in store only

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE25%OFF*

Tax
FREE

Plaistow, NH

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES & EXTRA SAVINGS EVERY DAY

Route 125 • Plaistow, NH
(603) 382-6873

STORE HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 9-9, Sun. 9-6
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MEMORYWALL
at Linwood Cemetery
41 John Ward Ave., Haverhill, MA
Burial & Cremation Planning

Main: 978-374-4191 | Sales: 978-965-2383
linwoodcemeteryonline.com

Cremation Package Limited Time Offer
Includes Cremation - Urn -

12x12x12 Niche & Inscription

$3,075.00
For OneFor One

$3,700.00
For TwoPrices Subject To Change without Notice.

Gerard Boucher
Marine Corps 26th Division
Lance Corporal, 1966-1968
Viet Nam

I remember the flight from Hawaii to
Viet Nam and it was completely silent
(no one saying word the entire flight).

I ended up inViet Nam. I was a machin-
ist by trade, so naturally they made me
a machine gunner in the Marines. I told
them that was not what I said.

A Colonel in Okinawa where we
stopped before we went to Viet Nam
was giving us a little lecture, 250 ma-
chine gunners, and he said, “All I can
tell you is that only two of you are com-
ing back fromViet Nam alive.” I said to

my comrade, “That’s a nice thing to say.
He’s a nice guy, huh?!?” I was lucky to
be back alive, I guess.Machine gunners
were the first target of the Viet Cong.
They are the most powerful weapon
out of the squad.That is why we always
walked in the center of the squad.

We set up ambushes. The machine
gunners, they are the ones who had to
spring the ambush, we’d have to get as
many as we can before they spread out
and put all their firepower on us. We
had to shoot tracers to find out if we

were hitting our targets. That is why
machine gunners their life expectancy
is very slim.

After four months (of being there) we
were in a night ambush and a mortar
round camedown in our position killing
the man right next to me and blinding

me with the same mortar round. I
wasn’t knocked unconscious, I reached
up and felt my head, all blood and guts
and I was in such a rage I went to grab
a machine gun to fight back at whoev-
er it was that shot us with the mortar
round. That’s when my comrades took
me down behind a
wall to sedate me so
that I wouldn’t go rad-
ical. They thought it
was heroic and gave
me a bronze star. That
is when I was blinded
inViet Nam, Oct 1967.

The war is always bad, my good mem-
ories is living with the Vietnamese
people. It was something different,
I enjoyed them. They liked me and I
liked them.

I came home, went through rehab and
then went to college and I have been
doing volunteer and work for the blind,
disabled, elderly veterans ever since.

I’m proud to be a Marine. Everybody
is. Me and my comrades we do a lot for
each other and stand by each other.
And they are some of the best people
you can ever know.

AViet NamVeteran; In His OwnWords:
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Your future is
in your hands.

Think of
Kevin B. Comeau

for your
Future Funeral

Needs.

Over the years, many families have taken
advantage of the benefits offered by funeral pre-
arrangement andpre-payment.

We believe in the advantages of pre-planning so
much,we even honor pre-arrangementsmade at
other funeral homes.

Youcantransferyourarrangementstoourfuneral
homewithout losinganybenefits. Infact,wewill
most likelybe able to offer youmore.

Primary Business Address
486 Main Street
Haverhill, MA 01830

Phone: 978-521-4845
Fax: 978-374-8711
Email: kevincomeau1@aol.com
Website: www.comeaufuneral.com

Kevin B. Comeau
Funeral Home
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James Themelis
101st Airborne,Viet Nam
1969-1970

I got drafted in’68. They gave you a month
to go home to say goodbye to your friends
and relatives and then off to war.

We landed at Cam Ranh Bay.We heard ru-
mors that the reason we were in the 101st
was because we were replacing the young
people that died at Hamburger Hill and
the minute you heard that…it was like
“Are you (kidding) me?!?” It was that kind
of feeling.

I was scared. I was scared the whole time I
was there, but after the first time that hits
you, it just goes into the back of your mind
and you have to rise above it and become a
man; if that’s what you want to call it.

(We) were there to fight, you know as they
say,kill or be killed.When Iwent over there
I was about the peace. I wore a peace sign
around my neck. I didn’t want to do any-
thing like that, but you had to.You had to.
Because it was life or death. I have to give
the Drill Instructor in Ft Jackson credit;
they were trying to tell us something (be-
fore we left). They taught us about mines,
boobie traps, how to protect yourself from
the elements and trying to avoid being
scared.That is in everyone’s mind.Without
the Drill Instructor, I believe this, there is
no way I’d have made it through Nam.

The unknown was always there. It was
about the farmers during the day and
“Charlie” at night. The same people you

were looking at (during
the day) were trying to
kill you at night. That
was the common knowl-
edge at the time.

There is one thing that
I did. I never wanted to
know anybody’s name.
I mean like their last
names, because I knew

that somewhere down the line if someone
was to get killed, if you knew his last name
it would be more personal. It was personal
knowing a person’s name, everyone had a
nick, I was The Greek. It was crazy, but I
knew somewhere in the back of my mind
it would be a protective devise. It allowed

me when I came home to not carry that
part with me. I carried all the other parts
but not that.

(My memories of VietNam) have been
stored away, deep, if I really tried to push
it out, I really believe it would destroy my
life. Because I know there is (stuff) back
there, buried so deep and I’ve never talked
about it.

I said if I ever made it back I was going to
do anything and everything I possibly can.
I made it back.

First thing I did
when I got off
the plane was
kiss the ground.
People thought I
was some kind of
a crazy bastard.
Then when you
got out there you
started hearing
every place you
go, “baby kill-
er” “fighting the
wrong war” and all this and that. I wanted
to say, why don’t you go to the Nam and
then come back and see if you still want to
call us names or point at us. It sucked. It
really did and it wasn’t right, but to them
they felt this was the way it had to be.

I tell people it was a just cause. It is what
I was told to do.

Viet NamVeteran: In His OwnWords

CALL 978-876-3457We Are Family Owned & Operated

We’ll schedule the
delivery and pick up.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS
FILL IT UP AND GIVE US A CALL.

We’ll handle the rest!

CLEAN-OUTS | STORM DAMAGE | INDUSTRIAL SERVICE | CONSTRUCTION | RENOVATION | CLUTTER REMOVAL

Thank you to all who served!!
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Building our future. Maintaining our legacy.

61 YEARS

420 RIVER STREET | HAVERHILL, MA 01832
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Our Veterans...

John Mead
Navy, Seaman

Korean War; Note: Honor Flight to DC in
2017 (Newburyport)

Robert Alan Perry
Navy, 3rd Class bosun mate,
Korean War (Haverhill)

– Also, Retired Haverhill Firefighter

Russell Chaput
Army
RA

1952-54
Korea

John Good
Marines, Sgt.,

Korean War; PresentedThe Purple Heart
(wounded) (Boston)

Gerard Boucher
US Marines - 26th Division

Lance Corporal
1966-68
Viet’Nam

JamesThemelis
101st Airborne

1969-70
Viet’Nam

Keith Gopsill
US Navy 1993-2000

Signalman, Second Class
USS Connolly DD-979

USS Constitution

Martin Welch
Army
SP4

1969-71
Fort Bragg

Joseph Rogers
Air Force,

c1945 Japan/Korea, Airman 1st Class
(Cambridge, MA; adult life in Andover)

Michael McGonagle
Navy, Navy Reserves
Hospital Corpsman
1977-80, 1980-88

Edward Chernesky
Army
Staff Sgt
1963-70
Fort Dix

Richard Broadnax
Marine Corps

Corporal • 1956-1958
Stationed in the Mediterranean

Joseph Savio
Army

Private 1st Class
Korea • 1953-1957

Theodore
Gaeiro Jr.
Army, Sgt
1966-69
Viet’Nam

Donald Morris
Marines, Sgt. 1980-84
1984-90 Reserves
Camp LeJeune

Lawrence Rutherford
Navy

Petty Officer - Electronics Tech
1958-62

William Nicholas
Navy

Commander Physician
1962-73

James Boland
Navy

World WarII
Guam

Daniel
Muldowney

Navy
2nd Class CE

1950-56
Korea

Norman Dustin
Army
Sgt.
Korea

Joseph Donnelly
Army
Korea

MemorialCompanyATWOOD

Offices & Display
Route 125, Ward Hill, Haverhill

1/2 Mile North of AT & T

978-372-4951
• MONUMENTS •MARKERS

• LETTERING
• BRONZE
• CLEANING

Quality...
Dependability...

Competitive Prices
Established 1847

Atwood Family Since 1901

atwoodmemorial@comcast.net

Thank you toall who served!
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Thank you
to those who continue to serve our communties

Veterans on the Andover Police Department:

Veterans who work at the Salem, NH Police Department.

Chief Patrick Keefe Army
SGT Michael Connor Marines
SGT Steven Gerroir Air Force

LT Jeffrey Arleque Army
Off Kyle Kiberd Army

SGT Richard Crimmins Army
Off Elliot Siegel Army
Off Jake Allard Army

• Captain Jason Smith (Marine)
• Officer Paul Benoit (Army)
• Officer Kevin Swanson (Army)
• Officer Joseph DeFeudis (Marine)
• Sergeant Joshua Dempsey (Navy)

• Officer Sean Wilson (Army)
• Detective Paige Baril (Army)
• Sergeant Jeffrey Czarnec (Marine)
• Sergeant Nicholas Manent (Marine)
• Detective Arthur Harvey (Navy)

• Officer Michael Hennessy (Marine)
• Officer Robert Jamer (Marine)
• Officer Matt Fitzgerald (Army)
• Officer Nolan Demers (Army)
• Officer Eugene “EJ” Donovan (Army)

Sheehan, Schiavoni, Jutras and
Magliocchetti, LLP continues
a long and distinguished legal
tradition of being the choice of
clients for over 100 years. Our
clients range from individuals,
small businesses, banks, and
corporations, which are local,
regional and national in scope.

A Full Service Law Firm Specializing In Estate Planning, Elder Law and Medicaid, and Probate Litigation

Sheehan, Schiavoni, Jutras
&Magliocchetti, LLP

70 Bailey Boulevard, Haverhill, MA 01830 • (978) 373-9161• kkeegan@ssjmattorneys.com

Richard J. Sheehan, Jr.
Timothy J. Schiavoni
Robert (Bob) A. Jutras
Paul A. Magliocchetti

Sonja Starins
Thomas C. Tretter

William (Bill) D. Chase
Julie C. Magliocchetti

Kristin Yasenka, Of Counsel
Joshua S. England, Of Counsel
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Officer Kaitlyn Tully #123
U.S. Army 2011 - 2017

Thank You
to themembers of the Haverhill Police Department who served.erved.to the

HAVERHILL POLICER DEPARTMENT VETERAN LIST 2025
Lieutenant Nicholas Brown #29 U.S. Army 1998 - 2007

Sergeant Thomas Howell #66 U.S. Army 1992 - 1990
Sergeant Kevin Lynch #90 U.S. Navy (Retired) 2000 – 2021
Sergeant Michael Shinners #95 U.S. Coast Guard 2004 – 2020
Sergeant Bethany MacKinnon #102 U.S. Marines 2009 - 2013
Sergeant Kyle McCann #108 U.S. Army 2008 – 2020
Sergeant Zachary Phair #107 U.S. Army 2008 - 2014
Acting Sergeant Michael Tortorise #132 U.S. Navy 2004 - 2019

Officer Adam Durkee #33 U.S. Army 1997 - 1998

Officer Christopher Pagliuca #41 U.S. Coast Guard 1999 - 2003
Officer Bryan Bailey #70 U.S. Marines 1999 - 2003
Officer Dana Burrill #74 U.S. Navy 2003 - 2007
Officer Nicole Donnelly #85 U.S. Navy 1998 - 2006
Officer Jared Brady #112 U.S. Army 2006 - 2014
Officer Sean Harrison #113 U.S. Navy 2001 - 2012
Officer Christopher Landers #114 U.S. Marines 2008 - 2012
Officer Timothy Menzi #115 U.S. Army 2008 - 2014
Officer Christopher Dondero #116 U.S. Army 2007 - 2015
Officer Kevin O’Brien #122 U.S. Army 2012 - 2015
Officer Kaitlyn Tully #123 U.S. Army 2011 - 2017

Officer Zachary Bouchard #140 U.S. Navy 2018 - Present

Officer Conor Clark #141 U.S. Army 2013 - 2016

Officer Mark Andrukaitis #143 U.S. Army 2008 - 2019

Officer Michael Mills #144 U.S. Marines 2013 - 2017

Officer Geraldine Jimenez-Rivera #146 U.S. Army 2014 - 2018

Officer Daniel McDonagh #147 U.S. Coast Guard 2014 - 2019

Officer Michael Silvestro # 159 U.S. Navy 2008 - 2016

Officer Nicholas Depina #168 U.S. Marines 2007 - 2018

Officer Tomanik Falcon #186 U.S. Marines 2017 - 2023

Officer Andres Nova Castro #189 U.S. Army 2021 - Present

Afghan CampaignMedal with STAR
Army Commendation Medal
Army Achievement Medal
National Defense Service Medal

GlobalWar on TerrorismMedal
Army Service Ribbon
Armed Forces Reserve Medal
NATOMedal



11    N
O

R
T

H
 O

F
 B

O
ST

O
N

 M
E

D
IA

 G
R

O
U

P
  • O

ur


 V
eterans








  •  T

h
u

rsd
ay, N

ovem
b

er 6, 20
25       

INDEPENDENT
TIRE & AUTO, INC.

Experienced, reliable, and honest since 1999
MON-THURS, 8-5 , FRI 8-4

20 OLD CLARK ROAD • NORTH ANDOVER
978-689-3900

WWW.INDEPENDENTTIREMA.COM
“Land of the free,

courtesy of the brave”

Open
Veteran’s Day

8-5

“Always Remember.
Never Forget.”

2024

Veterans Day is the day to thank and honor ALL those who served
honorably in the military in wartime and peacetime. Thank you Veterans
for your service, and your contributions to our national security are greatly

appreciated.
Programming will be at 8AM and replay at 5PM.

8 am: Haverhill in World War I Part #1 with Jack
Lynch.

8:30 am: Haverhill in World War I Part #2 with Jack
Lynch.

9 a.m.: Edward Haseltine’s World War I diary Part #1 &
Part #2

10 am: The Leathernecks in South Pacific with
Kenneth Kilillea

10:30 am: Haverhill’s Patrick Linnehan with Leo Joubert.

11 am: The Hatchet with Leo Joubert.

11:30 am: The Battle of the Bulge with Bill Plante and
Gene Smith.

12 pm: The Marine Raiders with Pat Emiro.

12:30 pm: Quiet Courage with Cate Jones.

1 pm: Vietnam with Paul Twomey and Al Pettingil.

1:30 pm: Michael Gambino Vietnam Hero with Linda
Baxter and Tom Vartabedian.

2 Th Vi t W ll ith J Cl

Watch all of these
programs on

Comcast chanel
1072 in Haverhill

or LIVE Stream here

haverhillcommunitytv.org/video/channel-22-live-stream

Veterans
telling their

own stories
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Haverhill High School MCJROTC
has been named a Naval Honor School for the 6th year in a row!

This prestigious recognition is awarded to only the top-performing units across the nation-highlighting the cadets’
dedication, leadership, discipline, and community service.

A huge congratulations to the outstanding cadets, instructors, and supporters who make this program such a
success year after year!
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®Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. *Save 10% up to $750. Special offer good on the purchase of a bathtub, wall and faucet kit. One offer per customer. May not be combined with any other offer.
Offer must be presented at the time of estimate. Previous orders and estimates excluded. Offer valid only at the above location. †Lifetime Warranty on Bath Fitter®-manufactured acrylic products. See Warranty terms
at Bathfitter.com/warranty. Offer expires 11-30-2025. ‡Most Bath Fitter installations are completed in one day. Some exceptions apply. See location for full details. MA Lic. 9654

A BETTER bath remodel
Time to change your bath from a“before” to an

“after”? Our unique tub over tub process means a

beautiful tub with a watertight fit.We install it in just

a day, and it’s guaranteed for life. Join over 2 million

happy customers who know: It Just Fits.

BEFORE
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HAPPY
VETERANS DAY

978-208-4347 theirishcottagepub.com
17 Branch Street Methuen, MA

WE SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

TO ALL VETERANS AND ACTIVE MILITARY MEN AND WOMEN

Methuen's First Authentic Irish
Restaurant and Pub with Great

Food, Music and Craic!

THANKYOU
to the members of the Methuen Police

Department who served.

Lt. James Gunter ------ Army

Lt. Joe Aiello ------------- Navy

Sgt. Eric Deleon -------- Army

Arthur Hardy ------------- Air Force

Aaron Little ---------------- Marine Corps

Stefan Laboy ------------- Marine Corps

Tracey Noonan -------- Army National Guard

Robert Gordon --------- Army

Jason Young ------------ Army National Guard

Dannery Serrano ----- Army National Guard

Michael Diaz ------------ Army National Guard

Trevor Sampson -------- Army

Richard Sawyer -------- Marine Corps/Army

Winnie Medrano ------ Marine Corps

Woodrick Clervi -------- Army National Guard

Thomas Curtis ---------- Marine Corps
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81 SMain St, Bradford, MA 01835
(978) 374-8400

BARRY J. KITTREDGE
I N S U R A N C E A G E N C Y AUTO

HOME
BUSINESS

Don’t call around or inquire on-line
WE REPRESENT FOURTEEN OF THE TOP
INSURANCE CARRIERS IN THE STATE
AND WE ARE RIGHT HERE IN TOWN

One call andwewill do the shopping for you!

Thank you to all who served!
From all of us at Kittredge Insurance

REMEMBER the Fallen. . . HONOR those who Serve
TEACH our children the value of Freedom.

On Saturday, December 13th, the Hilldale Cemetery in Haverhill will be remembering and honoring
our veterans by laying remembrance wreaths on the graves of our country’s fallen heroes.

YOU can be a part of this wonderful annual tradition by sponsoring remembrance wreaths,
volunteering on Wreaths Day,or inviting your family and friends to attend with you.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
Saturday, December13th Noon

Hilldale Cemetery, Hilldale Avenue Haverhill
Free to attend

$17 to sponsor a wreath

For more imformation please visit
hilldalewreaths.com

Please Join Us!
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Member FDIC | Member DIF | Equal Housing Lender | NMLS# 1630813

Starting with heart means honoring those
who give so much to protect others.

At Pentucket Bank, we are grateful for our veterans,
because their service preserves
the freedoms and opportunities

we enjoy every day.


