LAKE REPORT

Northwest
No reports provided for
Northwest Oklahoma

Northeast

Grand: Oct.25. Eleva-
tion is normal and rising,
water temperature 70°F
and murky. Largemouth
bass fair on crankbaits and
plastic baits around brush
structure, flats, and points.
Crappie fair on jigs and
minnows around brush
structure and docks. Blue
catfish fair on chicken liver,
cut bait, and shad around
channels, docks, main lake,
and river channel. Report
submitted by Riley Will-
man, game warden sta-
tioned in Delaware County.

Kaw: Oct. 27. Elevation
is 2 ft. above normal and
rising, water temperature
65°F and murky. Blue,
channel, and flathead cat-
fish good on crawfish, cut
bait, goldfish, live bait, live
shad, shad, sunfish, and
worms below the dam,
flats, main lake, river chan-
nel, and river mouth. White
bass and crappie slow on
jigs and minnows around
brush structure and stand-
ing timber. Freshwater
drum excellent on craw-
fish, jigs, minnows, and
worms below the dam.
Report submitted by Spen-
cer Grace, game warden
stationed in Kay County.

Keystone: Oct. 27.
Elevation is 2 ft. above
normal and rising, water
temperature 67°F and
murky. Largemouth bass
fair on plastic baits, small
lures, and spinnerbaits
around brush structure
and shorelines. Blue and
channel catfish fair on
live bait around channels,
main lake, river channel,
and river mouth. Crappie
fair on jigs and minnows
around docks. Report sub-
mitted by Tracer Wagner,
game warden stationed in
Creek County.

Central
No reports provided for
Central Oklahoma

Southeast

Blue River: Oct. 28.
Elevation is Normal and
stable, water temperature
66°F and clear. Large-
mouth, smallmouth, and
spotted bass good on
crankbaits, flukes, jerk
baits, jigs, lipless baits,
plastic baits, spinner-
baits, and topwater lures
around brush structure,
channels, rocks, shallows,
shorelines, and weed beds.
Flathead catfish good on
chicken liver, punch bait,
and worms around brush
structure, channels, creek
channels, and rocks. Re-
port submitted by Ethan
Lovelace, biologist at the
Blue River Public Fishing
and Hunting Area.

Konawa: Oct. 26. Eleva-
tion is normal and stable,
water temperature 68°F
and clear. Largemouth
bass good on crankbaits,
jerk baits, lipless baits, and
plastic baits around main
lake, points, river channel,
and weed beds. Striped
bass hybrids and white
bass good on Alabama
rigs, crankbaits, and live
shad around coves, inlet,
main lake, and river chan-
nel. Channel catfish fair
on chicken liver, cut bait,
and shrimp around inlet,
riprap, rocks, and weed
beds. Report submitted by
Garret Harley, game war-
den stationed in Seminole
County.

McGee Creek: October
24. Elevation is 2 ft. below
normal and falling, water
temperature 69°F and
stained. Largemouth and
spotted bass excellent on
bill baits, crankbaits, in-line
spinnerbaits, and small
lures around docks, points,
rocks, and standing timber.
Channel and flathead cat-
fish excellent on cut bait,
live bait, shad, shrimp, and
worms around channels,
dam, and main lake. Re-
port submitted by Shay
Loudermilk, game warden
stationed in Atoka County.

Sardis: Oct. 24. Eleva-
tion is normal and stable,
water temperature 75°F
and stained.
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State Farm.

As we move into the
months of November and
December, deer movement
increases as bucks are
chasing does with just one
thing on their minds.

‘While drivers must al-
ways be alert to animals
on the roadways, they
must be especially vigi-
lant during what is called
“the rut.”

The rut occurs during
times of fewer daylight
hours and cooler weather,
which signals white-tailed
deer to enter breeding
season.

Claiming that the deer
hit her, my wife came
home several years ago
with a nasty dent in the
side of her sedan. The
deer ran off into the
woods and wasn’t pres-
ent to tell his side of the
story.

According to the latest
State Farm Insurance
animal-vehicle collision
study, the chances of
hitting a deer, or another
large animal, double in
the fall.

November is the month
with the most claims
followed by October, and
then, December.

The Quality Deer Man-
agement Association said
an estimated 1.9 million
deer-vehicle collisions
occur annually across the
United States, causing
about 200 human fatali-
ties.

The average damage
to a vehicle can be nearly

$6,000.

I was surprised to see a
chart that had Oklahoma
as only a moderate risk
state (29th), considering
the number of deer car-
casses I have seen to and
from town lately. It lists
our state riskasa1in 119
chance of a collision with
an animal.

The top five states for
animal/auto accidents, in
order, are West Virginia,
Montana, Wisconsin,
Michigan and Pennsylva-
nia for the year 2024.

In West Virginia, a per-
son has a 1 in 40 chance of
having an animal run into
their vehicle in the next
12 months.

If you want to greatly
lessen your chances, you
should move to Nevada,
which hasa1in 770
chance of an automobile/
animal collision, even
lower than Hawaii’s rate.

The top five animal col-
lisions reported by State
Farm last year (in order)
were: deer, unidentified
animals, rodents, dogs
and raccoons.

In Oklahoma, I bet
many of those “unidenti-
fied animals” were feral
hogs.

State Farm Insurance
shares these tips to avoid
hitting a deer or other
animal.

— Slow down. Watch
for deer especially around
dawn and between the
hours of 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

— Be aware. Look out
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for deer-crossing signs
and wooded areas where
deer or other animals are
likely to travel. If you
travel the same route

to and from work every
day, you might find deer
consistently grazing in
the same fields. Make a
mental note of when and
where you regularly see
these animals.

— Brake, don’t swerve.
Serving to avoid an ani-
mal can put you at risk for
hitting another vehicle.
Your odds of surviving an
accident are better when
hitting an animal rather
than hitting another car.

— Assume they have
friends. The “where’s
there’s one, there’s usu-
ally more” adage often
holds true. Deer travel in
groups.

— Don’t rely on deer
whistles. Animal behavior
remains unpredictable.
Honk the car horn.

— Buckle up. A seat
belt is your best defense.
A past Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety study
found that 60% of the
people killed in animal-ve-
hicle collisions weren’t
wearing seat belts.
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November is the month with the most insurance claims for animal-vehicle collisions followed by October and December, according to

rivers need extra
caution during deer rut

The ODWC reminded us
that when a deer is killed
on the roadway, the driver
or anyone else can salvage
the animal for its meat,
provided they have the
proper permissions. But,
be mindful that deer are
a regulated game animal,
and anyone harvesting a
deer outside of the normal
hunting regulations must
first obtain approval from
law enforcement.

Someone who removes
any portion of the meat or
the head or antlers with-
out permission could be
charged with illegal pos-
session of wildlife parts.

Call a local game war-
den or other law enforce-
ment officer to ask about
salvaging the animal.
Also, many game wardens
maintain lists of needy
families who could use the
meat.

Previously, Dawn Mc-
Caslin of Geico Insurance
gave a few other deer sta-
tistics:

— Dawn and dusk are
the times you are most
likely to encounter deer
along the roadside.

— Deer breeding sea-
son runs from October
through early January,
and during this time they
are highly active.

— Though deer may
wander into suburban
neighborhoods, they are
most frequently found on
the outskirts of town and
in heavily wooded areas.

— As pack animals,

deer almost never travel
alone. If you see one deer,
you can bet that there are
others nearby.

Here are some preven-
tive techniques identified
in the same article last
year by McCaslin last
year:

— The two most im-
portant ways to avoid
deer-vehicle collision are:
slow down and SLOW
DOWN.

— If you are driving
through an area known
for high deer populations,
slow down and observe
the speed limit. The more
conservative you are with
your speed; the more time
you will have to brake if
an animal darts into your
path.

— Watch for the shine
of eyes along the roadside
and immediately begin to
slow.

— Use your high beams
whenever the road is free
of oncoming traffic. This
will increase your visibili-
ty and give you more time
to react.

— Deer can become
mesmerized by steady,
bright lights so if you see
one frozen on the road,
slow down and flash your
lights.

Some experts recom-
mend one long blast of the
horn to scare them out of
the road as well.

Be aware and buckle up.

Reach Kilgore at jkil-
goreoutdoors@yahoo.
com.



