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Nine-year-old Amber
Hagerman is riding her
bike with her brother near
her home in Arlington,
Texas. She decides to ride
over to the parking lot of a
nearby abandoned grocery
store where other kids had
set up a ramp. Her brother
returns home.

Minutes later, a
kidnapper throws
Amber into his pickup
and drives away.

Thirty years ago, a young girl disappeared not far
from her home in Arlington, Texas. Her tragic story
would result in a nationwide network of missing child

alert systems that would be named for her.
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An Arlington local radio
listener, Diane Simone,

writes a letter to

199%

KDMX-FM suggesting
the Emergency Alert
System be used to get
the word out on child
abductions, the same
way severe weather

A man walking his dog finds Amber’s nude body, face
down in a drainage ditch 4 miles from her home. Her
throat had been cut. At first, her parents refuse to accept
the police reports, telling reporters camped outside their
home that she’s still alive. But that’s not the case.

A neighbor hears no results.

Amber’s screams, calls

police and provides

officers with a

description of the

suspect and the vehicle.
Amber’s
killer is
never
found.

This starts the
ball rolling for
the creation of
what would
come to be
called America’s
Missing: Broad-
cast Emergency
Response - the
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Since its inception, the Amber system has seen failed attempts, hoaxes and at least one
internet hacking incident. Children have been saved, however, thanks to Amber Alerts.
SUCCESSFUL
AMBER ALERTS ISSUED NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED RECOVERIES
12004 IS (2004 243 AS A DIRECT RESULT
s 1 e £ 1] OF AMBER ALERT
2006 53
(2008 194 2008 256/ 2008 40|
(2009
2010 17. 2010 Pil 28
2011 158 28
12012 G (202 204/ 12012 52 |
2013 194 2013 24 2013 41|
(2014 72]
12015 [2015 S 2015 58|
12016 O [2016 2016 54|
12017 53|
12018 G 2018 203 EUEE 34
(209 180 29
2020 70
2021 58|
2022 181 2022 ¥}
12023 S [2023 S O 12023 67|

Sources: U.S. Department of Justice, National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, National Criminal Justice
Reference Service, MissingKids.com, Texas Department of Public Safety, State of Nevada, Slate, the New York Times



