
Last Thursday was a pretty big day in 
the life of  one young Andrew Galloway, 
who lives with his family on the very 
eastern edge of  DeSoto County near 
Byhalia.  

Andrew was turning 10 years old, but 
he was none too happy about it. In past 
years, Andrew’s family would make a big 
deal about his birthday, taking him out 
to eat and doing a good bit of  celebrating 
the passage of  another year in his young 
life.  This year was supposed to be extra 
important because Andrew was turning 
“double digits,” at age 10.  

The word “bummed” was tossed about 
freely by others about Andrew’s disposi-
tion, because the coronavirus pandemic 
was keeping people from coming inside 
restaurants to dine and enjoy moments 
like birthdays together. The Galloway 
family could not take Andrew out to eat 
like they had done in the past for his 

birthday.  
That’s when family members, such 

as cousin Elizabeth Ortiz, stepped into 
action.  

“My aunt wanted to put a parade 
together,” Ortiz said. “I reached out to 
the DeSoto County Sheriff ’s Department 
and they messaged me back.  This was a 
complete surprise and he had no clue.”

The reason the Sheriff ’s Department 
got involved, said Andrew’s mother 
Jennifer Galloway, was that Andrew has 
a deep love for law enforcement and first 
responders.  

Tish Clark, the new Public Information 
Officer for the Sheriff ’s Department, 
heard from Ortiz about Andrew’s birth-
day funk and wanted to do something 
about that.  

“The family asked if  we could send just 
a patrol car or a fire truck, but we had 
fire trucks, deputy cars, motor unit, K-9, 
and Search and Rescue and we had the 
Volunteers in Policing,” Clark said.  

From a convenience store/gas station 
a couple of  miles away, a lengthy pro-
cession began that included vehicles, 
Fairhaven Fire Department trucks, mo-
torcycles, and much more. They headed 
toward the Galloway home where the un-
suspecting Andrew and his family were 
outside to meet and greet everyone.  

As with any law enforcement or fire 
vehicle, the procession was not without a 
lot of  noise. Sirens were blowing, horns 
were honking, and lights were flashing, 
as the birthday parade made its way 
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Boil 
Water 
Alert

 issued

Two Boil Water Alerts have 

been issued in the past week by 

the Mississippi State Depart-

ment of  Health (MSDH) for 

areas in DeSoto County. 

The latest came Wednesday 

morning when an alert was 

issued for the Bridgetown, 

Bakersfield, and Emery Hills 

subdivisions of  Olive Branch. 

The affected customers number 

about 600 in those areas, said a 

MSDH notice.  

The alert came because the 

City of  Olive Branch informed 

MSDH of  a pressure loss due to 

one or more line breaks. 

Earlier, the Health Depart-

ment released a similar alert 

for residents of  the Buena Vista 

Lakes area of  DeSoto County, 

located in the Love community 

south of  Hernando. 

Water system officials there 

notified the MSDH of  a sys-

tem-wide pressure loss due to 

an electrical malfunction at the 

well. 

According to the MSDH, 

when there is a pressure loss, 

contaminants can siphon back 

into the water.  

Public health officials con-

sider any system that loses 

pressure contaminated until 

tests prove otherwise.

With the Boil Water Alerts, 

residents in the area are strong-

ly recommended that

Musselwhite backs return to normal
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Ten-year-old Andrew Galloway, who lives in DeSoto County near Byhalia, displays a flag given him by the Sheriff’s Department as a present 

during a surprise birthday parade for him on Thursday, April 30.  

Southaven Mayor Darren Musselwhite this week 
came out with a statement from his “Mayor’s Re-
port” blog on the city’s website titled, “It’s Time.” 

Musselwhite, leader of  Mississippi’s third-largest 
city, commended Gov. Tate Reeves for relaxing some 
of  the limitations in amending the Safer At Home 
Executive Order, effective Thursday, May 7.  

However, in his statement, Musselwhite urged 
Reeves to make more efforts to open communities 
back up.  

“I will continue to plead with him to have a broad-
er re-opening and communicated long-term plan or 
either allow us to implement our own plan,” Mus-
selwhite said. “We have a detailed plan for recovery 

in Southaven that I am very confident will bring us 
back gradually, very cautiously, and effectively.”

The new moves allow in-restaurant dining at 50 
percent capacity, no more than six people at tables 
and social distancing between all persons where 
practical. Bar areas are still closed unless serving 
food, no live music, masks mandatory for servers, 
and other measures.  

The new moves also allow for some outdoor sports 
activities with limits on the numbers of  those tak-
ing part. Southaven Parks and Recreation will begin 
recreational baseball and softball practices May 18 
at Snowden Grove and Greenbrook parks with a 
full season of  games starting June 1-July 31.  Other 
moves involve when volleyball can start, soccer 
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Youngster gets special parade for birthday 

SEE SPECIAL PARADE, P3
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‘It’s special for all of them com-
ing out here and doing it for me, 

to come for my birthday.’

Andrew Galloway

SHOWCASE  TIME! Lewisburg players go to elite soccer event.  P7
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Southaven Mayor Darren Musselwhite this week came out in 
support of a further lessening of restrictions from Gov. Tate 
Reeves’ Safer At Home executive order. At Tuesday’s Board of 
Aldermen meeting, he also heard from barbershops and hair 
salons that feel Reeves’ restrictions to keep them closed is 
unfair.
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