
 
On Memorial Day at 9 a.m., 

only a few people were on hand 
at Blocker Cemetery in Olive 
Branch to witness and hon-
or more than 200 fallen hero 
veterans buried at the cemetery 
and at Payne Cemetery, another 
resting place in Olive Branch.  

Monday brought the ninth 
annual Memorial Day Trib-
ute, sponsored by the Olive 
Branch Knights of  Columbus. 
The program normally brings 
hundreds of  people to come and 
honor those who served and 
died for our country.  

However, with concerns 
and restrictions related to 
COVID-19 still in place, organiz-
ers decided to hold the tribute 

this year without an audience. 
The program was closed to the 
public to watch in person.    

Viewers could watch a live 
video broadcast of  the program 
on the city’s local access cable 
channel OBTV. It was also aired 
on Comcast Channel 19 and 
on the City of  Olive Branch’s 
Facebook page.   

A rebroadcast of  the airing 
was shown later Monday on 
Comcast Channel 19 in Olive 
Branch and Bridgetown, along 
with OBTV Channel One on 
Roku. 

The tribute’s special guest 
speaker was U.S. Marine Corps 
Lt. Col. William Horn, who 
recounted his service years 
in Middle East wars and of  
the battles he participated in. 
Horn is now a retired military 
veteran.   

Attending the service was 
master of  ceremonies David 
Szymanski of  the Marine 
Corps League of  Northwest 
Mississippi, the Knights of  
Columbus Color Guard, Doug-
las and Marie Dawson of  the 
Memphis Phoenix Pipe Band, 
along with Don Showland, and 
Deacon Hank Babbin, who 
came from Louisiana to provide 
the invocation. 

An honor guard presented 
the flags, names of  the fallen 
heroes who’d given their lives 
for freedom were read, and a 
rifle salute followed, as is a tra-
dition for the annual tribute.   

Blocker Cemetery is steeped 
in DeSoto County tradition 
and was named for one of  the 
county’s first settlers, Milton 
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Fire investigators in Marshall County 

continued Wednesday looking for clues 

to determine who may have set fire and 

vandalized the First Pentecostal Church 

of Holly Springs, a fire some believe may 

be arson-related due to graffiti left on the 

ground at the church’s entrance.  

The church was destroyed last week 

and the event went viral nationally 

because the church, led by Pastor Jerry 

Waldrop, had been in the middle of a 

legal fight with the City of Holly Springs 

about coronavirus restrictions the city 

placed with COVID-19’s onset.

Waldrop and First Pentecostal Church 

had been defying the city’s emergency 

order and was holding services in the 

middle of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Reports were that Holly Springs officers 

entered the church’s Easter Sunday 

services and ordered it shut down. Police 

were also called on another occasion 

when the congregation met in defiance of 

the city’s order, which stated that “under 

no circumstances shall nonessential 

businesses, agencies, or organizations 

have any gatherings of people in any 

facility within city limits.” 

Churches were initially considered 

nonessential under the city’s order, 

which an attorney for the church said it 

was in conflict with Gov. Tate Reeves, 

who put churches on the list of essential 
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Holly Springs church fire cause remains unknown

 Bob Bakken|DTT

The remains of the First Pentecostal Church in Holly Springs  on Sunday after a fire burned the worship center to the ground. A message left in 
front of the church suggests arson may be involved. 

Mike Lee|DTT 

Wearing a mask, U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. William Horn (Ret.) spoke 
of his Middle East war experiences as part of Monday’s Memorial Day 
Tribute at Blocker Cemetery in Olive Branch.  The ninth annual program 
honors more than 200 veterans resting at the Olive Branch cemetery and 
the Payne Cemetery, also in Olive Branch. Concerns about coronavirus 
caused the program to be closed to the public.   

Olive Branch tribute held for those who served 

SEE CHURCH  FIRE, P6

SEE OLIVE BRANCH TRIBUTE,  P6

SEE  MASK GIVEAWAY, P2

‘Right  now, all I really say is that 
it is still under investigation 

with several different entities.’

Leland Reed
Marshall County Fire Investigtor
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Mississippi citizens who 
need masks to help battle coro-
navirus will be able to get them 
free of charge at several DeSoto 
County locations.  

County supervisors, work-
ing with the Mississippi State 
Department of Health, Missis-
sippi Emergency Management 
Agency, and DeSoto County 
cities, are making free masks 
available on Saturday between 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

According to DeSoto County 
Community Resource Director 
Christie Barclay, the county 
has received for distribution 
75,800 masks for distribution 
during the four-hour period.  

“These masks are for per-
sonal use and intended to be 
worn while in public to help 
limit the spread of COVID-19,” 
Barclay said in a news release. 
“Residents may each receive up 
to two masks per person, but 
supplies are limited so come 
early.”  

Since the mask giveaway 
is a state program, Barclay 
said only Mississippi resi-
dents will be able to receive 
them. Residents who come to 
get masks will have to be in 
a drive-through line, show a 
legal Mississippi photo ID, and 
be in vehicles with Mississippi 
license tags. There will be a 
limit of two masks per person 
given away.  

A complete listing of drive-
through sites will be on the 
DeSoto County official website 
at www.desotocountyms.gov 
and on the county’s Facebook 
page.  

Barclay said each volunteer 
fire department will have a 
supply of masks at their sta-
tion, although the Lewisburg 
Volunteer Fire Department 
will operate at Lewisburg 

COVID-19 updates on
page 9
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