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LEGENDARY! Ron Polk talks baseball to Mustangs weekend event. P6

Generally speaking

The recent shutdown of the federal gov-

ernment took place due to Senate inac-

tion on funding bills the House of Repre-

sentatives passed on to them months ago, 

according to Mississippi First District 

Rep. Trent Kelly (R-Saltillo). 

Federal operations were put nearly at a 

complete standstill, except for essential 

services, last weekend when senators 

failed to pass a spending bill to fund the 

government. 

The Senate Monday did pass a bill that 

temporarily funds the federal govern-

ment through Feb. 8 on a vote of 81-18. 

The House followed suit with approval 

by a margin of 266-150. President Don-

ald Trump signed the measure Monday 

evening.

In Olive Branch for the weekly Rotary 

Club meeting, where Kelly and former 

state Sen. Merle Flowers spoke about 

their visits to Israel last summer and fall 

with the American Israel Public Affairs 

Committee (AIPAC), Kelly expressed 

frustration that senators could not come 

to an agreement on appropriations mea-

sures that House members had voted on 

last September.  

“The House of Representatives sent 

all 12 appropriations bills in September 

to the Senate and they have taken no 

action,” Kelly said. “The House did our 

job in September like we were required 

to do and the Senate has not taken them 

up. They have the full funding measures 

from the House that have been in the 

Senate since September.”

Kelly, recently promoted to Brigadier 

General status in the Mississippi Army 

National Guard, added the shutdown 

directly affected him as a member of the 

Police 
investigate
Olive Branch

Robbery

Police in Olive Branch 

Wednesday continued to seek 

a suspect in an armed robbery 

at the Murphy USA gas station 

and convenience store.

A black male entered the 

store at the corner of Goodman 

and Davidson roads about 7:30 

a.m. Tuesday morning. Police 

reported the man entered with 

a silver handgun and de-

manded money from the cash 

register. 

The suspect also walked 

around and snatched the cash 

register from the counter, then 

left the store and was last seen 

leaving the parking lot in a sil-

ver vehicle and driving north 

on Davidson Road.  

The robber was described as 

being about six-feet in height 

and from surveillance vid-

eo appeared to be wearing a 

toboggan cap and black jacket 

and black pants. The man also 

covered his face with a red ban-

dana during the robbery.  

Anyone with information re-

garding the Tuesday morning 

robbery is asked to contact the 

Olive Branch Police Depart-

ment at 662-895-4111 or through 

the department’s social media 

channels. 

Kelly blames Senate for shutdown, touts Israeli relations
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Susan Huff , Hernando 
Animal Shelter Director, 
Rhett, a shelter resident, 
Shelly Capps, Judy Baker 
and Macy Hendrick are 
among a host of volun-
teers looking forward to 
the eventual construction 
of a new animal shelter.

Big plans ahead for Hernando Animal Shelter
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‘The House of Representatives 
sent all 12 appropriations bills 

in September to the Senate and 
they have taken no action. The 
House did our job in September 

like we were required to do.’

U.S. Rep. Trent Kelly
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U.S. Rep. Trent Kelly (left) and former state Sen. Merle Flowers talk about their recent visits to Israel as part of the American Israel Public 
Aff airs Committee last year during the Tuesday meeting of the Rotary Club of Olive Branch.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

There are big plans in store for the 
Hernando Animal Shelter, which hopes 
to eventually relocate from the small, 
brick training facility behind Hernan-
do Fire Station No. 2 on U.S. Hwy. 51 
to an area at Renasant Park near the 
newly unveiled Hernando Dog Park.

Susan Huff, Executive Director of 
the Hernando Animal Shelter, said 

Wings of Rescue, which also benefi ts 
the DeSoto County Animal Shelter off 
Gwynn Road, has played a major part 
in keeping to a minimum the number of 
lost and abandoned pets.

“We’ve gotten 250 dogs in the past 
year,” said Huff, adding, “as soon as 
we get them, we try to fi nd a home for 
them.”

Huff began her rescue efforts working 
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