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HAIL STATE! Six area players featured on Bulldogs’ CWS roster. P6

Deadly connection

The suspect who was shot and killed by 

federal marshals in the Frayser area of  

Memphis Wednesday night was connect-

ed to a DeSoto County shooting and car 

theft case earlier this month.  

District Attorney John Champion 

told reporters Thursday afternoon that 

20-year-old Brandon Webber was being 

sought in connection with the shooting 

of  a man and theft of  the victim’s red 

Infi niti vehicle June 3 on Hill Street in 

Hernando.  

The man was shot fi ve times, but sur-

vived the wounds. He remains hospital-

ized but is expected to recover. 

Champion added Thursday that a 

second suspect is being sought in con-

nection with the Hernando car theft and 

shooting. It was the second suspect offi -

cials believe drove Webber to Hernando 

to meet the victim, who was trying to sell 

his car on Facebook Marketplace. 

Champion added the second suspect is 

believed to still be in Memphis.  

The Gulf  Coast Regional Fugitive Task 

Force was asked to come in and make 

the arrest when it was discovered that 

Webber was located in the Frayser com-

munity. 

When found leaving a residence, Web-

ber resisted and rammed a law enforce-

ment vehicle. He reportedly also pulled 

out a gun. 

That is when marshals responded by 

fi ring at Webber, a fatal shooting that set 

off  an evening of  neighborhood unrest. 

About three dozen law enforcement 

offi cers and deputies were hurt trying 

to calm an angry neighborhood that was 

upset about Webber’s death.  

Champion detailed the case against 

Webber with Hernando Police Chief  

Scott Worsham, Capt. Kyle Hodge and 

Sgt. Dexter Gates. 

Supervisors 
meet on
Monday

DeSoto County Supervisors are 

back in session on Monday with 

another lengthy day of  delibera-

tions on the schedule. Monday’s 

meeting will be gaveled in at 9 

a.m. in the County Administra-

tion Building in Hernando.  

Under old business, Director 

of  Environmental Services Ray 

Laughter will provide a Nail 

Road update on the county litter 

ordinance. County Administrator 

Vanessa Lynchard will present 

information on an appointment 

for Jury Commissioner and also 

present on unmarked cars with 

the Sheriff ’s Department.  

New business items on the 

agenda have a proposed Foti/

Pigeon Roost Road name change 

and a request to waive fees for the 

Blackwell Animal Rescue Center, 

also known as BARC. 

Laughter will bring up a code 

enforcement item regarding a 

litter ordinance violation at 10865 

Loch Lomond near Woodland 

Lake and Lake of  the Hills.  

The Offi ce of  Procurement has 

two items on the agenda, includ-

ing one for the purchase of  two 

John Deere lawn mowers for the 

Road Department. 

Antonio Abram is on the agenda 

to present his tax protest case 

and Doris H. Koonce will pres-

ent a homestead reimbursement 

request.  

The board will hear from de-

partment heads reporting on the 

past month, including the EMS 

department, Justice Court, and 

Road Department.  

Suspect shot in Frayser wanted in Hernando crime

Bob Bakken|DTT

Candidates and interested voters listen to comments during Thursday eve-

ning’s forum that introduced Republican candidates for county offi  ces in a 

joint event held by the DeSoto County Republican Club and county Republi-

can Women’s organizations. 

Party faithful meet GOP hopefuls at forum

SEE DEADLY  CONNECTION, P2

‘This was a violent felon who 
obviously did not want to go to 

jail.’

District Attorney John Champion
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District Attorney John Champion explains the charges Brandon Webber was facing in DeSoto County when federal marshals tried to arrest 

him Wednesday night. The 20-year-old died trying to avoid arrest, setting off  an evening of unrest in the Frayser neighborhood. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

It was the county candidates’ turn to face 
Republican supporters Thursday night, as 
the DeSoto County Republican Club and the 
DeSoto County Republican Women jointly 
held a forum to introduce their party hopefuls 
at the local level.  

A large group of  GOP backers fi lled the 
BankPlus Training Center in Southaven to 
hear from those running for county offi ces 
in the August primary or November general 
election.  Each candidate who spoke took the 
opportunity to tell about themselves, why they 
are running, and in the case of  incumbents, 
some of  what they have accomplished while 
in offi ce. 

The evening was not formatted to be a 
debate but rather an introductory message 
for those who wanted to be informed on the 
people running and why they were in the race.  

One of  the races of  interest is that of  Coun-
ty Sheriff, where current Sheriff  Bill Rasco 
is facing a challenge from Hernando Police 
Chief  Scott Worsham. With no Democrat 
running for the offi ce, the primary vote will 
ultimately decide who will be the next top law 
enforcement offi cer in DeSoto County.  

Rasco spoke about his accomplishments and 
on areas he wants to place more focus. 

“More resource offi cers in our schools is a 
thing we’ve got to have and I’m going to make 
sure we do that in every way possible,” said 
Rasco. “Another thing we’ve been working on 
is our drug situation. We’ve going to make 
sure this county is safe, as drug-free as possi-
ble and do everything we can to make our kids 
safe.”

Worsham said becoming sheriff  has been a 
goal for him, while also saying he enjoys his 
work as head of  the Hernando Police Depart-
ment. 

SEE PARTY  FAITHFUL, P2
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