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The first COVID-19 vaccines in DeSoto County were 
given to front-line health care workers on Wednesday 
afternoon at Baptist DeSoto Hospital.

Methodist Olive Branch Hospital expects to receive 
vaccines in the coming weeks. The first push to distribute 
the vaccine in the county will kick off a months-long 
initiative to immunize the community as the pandemic, 
by many metrics, is worse than ever.

At Baptist DeSoto, the vaccines arrived Tuesday and 
were given to front-line employees Wednesday after-
noon. The hospital received 975 doses of the vaccine on 
Tuesday morning, which will be distributed to front-line 
employees at the hospital who want it.

All employees at Baptist DeSoto completed an educa-
tional module before making a decision about taking the 
vaccine. Individuals will decide for themselves whether 
or not to take the vaccine.

The process for getting COVID-19 vaccine shipments to 
Mississippi long-term care facilities has begun, according 
to State Health Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs. 

It is unclear when those shipments will arrive, but 
Dobbs said on Monday that Mississippi Department of 
Health (MSDH) partners at the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) had confirmed that the state will receive enough 
doses to begin the process of vaccinating LTCF residents. 
State Epidemiologist Dr. Paul Byers added that it would 
cover everyone in LTCFs across the state.

Dobbs said that LTCFs would likely see improvement 
in the number of cases in five to eight weeks because of 
the vaccine distribution.

“Once we get those doses for distribution among the 
long-term-care facilities, there should be adequate vaccine 
to go around for every single resident, staff member and 
health care worker,” Byers said during a press conference 

The first COVID-19 vaccine in Mississippi was given 
to state health leaders on Monday afternoon, signaling a 
new phase in fighting the pandemic.

State Health Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs and State 
Epidemiologist Dr. Paul Byers were the first two people 
to receive the vaccine.

The first shipment of doses in the state, which are 
expected to be distributed this week, will be given to 
25,000 health care workers.

Though Dobbs signaled hope about the distribution 
of the new vaccine, he said it would just be another tool 
to stop the spread of the virus. Without distancing and 
wearing masks, the vaccine can not end the current health 
care crisis, he said.

The first doses of the newly approved vaccine were 
shipped from a Pfizer factory in Michigan to FedEx in 
Memphis on Sunday. The first outbound shipment of the 
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Compared to the last five years, the county has seen about a 20% increase in reported 

deaths. In each of those earlier years, DeSoto County reported about 1,200 deaths from 

January to October. This year, 1,447 deaths have been reported in that period.

County sees sharp rise in deaths reported so far in 2020

See the full story at DeSotoTimes.com
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First doses in county given, 
bringing hope amid crisis

Nursing homes plan to 
vaccinate in coming weeks

Dobbs gets first shot; race is on 
to vaccinate the vulnerable

COVID-19 vaccines arrive in DeSoto County
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See County on page 12 See LTCFs on page 12 See Dobbs on page 12

DeSoto’s Best is here.
Nominations go live Monday, December 21  |  See DeSotoTimes.com

Shop local.
Finishing your holiday shopping?

See the DeSoto County holiday shopping guide on pages 6-7.


