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FAST FINISH! Mustangs win first-ever cross country meet crown

Making the grade

Mississippi school districts have been 

waiting anxiously for Sept. 19 and the 

announcement that is expected to become 

official by the state Board of  Education 

today.

This is the day that, pending state 

approval, the letter grades for each school 

and school district in the state are made of-

ficial to reflect their students’ achievement 

in last year’s state accountability tests.  

The DeSoto County School District (DCS) 

has learned that the state’s largest public 

school system will again retain the “A” 

grade the district has earned for now the 

past four years. 

“This is a total team effort,” said DCS 

Supt. Cory Uselton. “I am so proud of  our 

students, teachers, administrators, and 

staff. We are very fortunate to have tre-

mendous support from our parents and the 

entire DeSoto County community.” 

DCS is one of  only nine districts in Mis-

sissippi that has been an “A” district the 

past four years, dating back to the 2015-16 

school year.  

“It’s technically been seven years in a 

row,” pointed out DCS Director of  Ac-

countability and Research Ryan Kuykend-

all. “The reason we mention the four-year 

mark is because that is when the test 

changed and the state went to the test we 

have now, which is MAAP (Mississippi 

Academic Assessment Program).” 

Of  145 school districts that were tested, 

31 achieved an “A” rating, which is 13 more 

from the previous year.  

A news release from the state Depart-

ment of  Education, two days ahead of  the 

expected Sept. 19 release date, stated that 

73.5 percent of  schools and about 70 per-

Supes
hear 
from

C Spire

DeSoto County Supervisors 

this week heard from a repre-

sentative of C Spire, the service 

provider that is in the midst of 

installing fiber to provide what 

it terms “ultra fast gigabit 

internet” service in areas of 

the county.  

While the Board of Super-

visors has no jurisdictional 

oversight of what C Spire is 

doing in the municipalities the 

installation is taking place, 

individual supervisors have 

recently received calls from 

residents about C Spire’s work. 

That was behind the presen-

tation by Chase Bryan, with C 

Spire’s home office in Ridge-

land, the morning of Sept. 16.  

Property values increase in 

areas where the fiber ultra fast 

internet is available, according 

to Bryan. “Even if someone 

doesn’t subscribe to our ser-

vice, just by having the fiber 

optics infrastructure passing 

their home, that increases 

their property value,” he said.  

The internet available is 

called “symmetrical,” mean-

ing the upload and download 

speeds of up to 1 gigabit are 

at that level both coming and 

going.  

Residents who are won-

dering about the progress of 

Test scores again set district among the state’s elite
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From left, Northwest Mis-

sissippi Community College 

President Dr. Michael Heindl, 

local Realtor and parent of 

school students Corie Haynes, 

moderator Tom Pittman of 

the Community Foundation 

of Northwest Mississippi, and 

DeSoto County Schools Supt. 

Cory Uselton, discuss school 

issues on Sept. 17.

School future part of Hernando forum 
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I am so proud of our students, 
teachers, administrators, and 
staff. We are very fortunate to 

have tremendous support from 
our parents and the entire 

DeSoto County community.’

Supt. Cory Uselton, 
DeSoto County Schools
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Ryan Kuykendall, who is the DeSoto County Schools Director of Accountability and Research, has reviewed the Mississippi Department 

of Education accountability grades report expected to be approved Sept. 19 by the state Board of Education. Kuykendall will present his 

findings at the district Board of Education meeting to be held that same day.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Several areas were touched on 
regarding public education and its 
future for DeSoto County during an 
open discussion held in Hernando 
Sept. 17.

Called “Ideas on Tap: The Future 
of Public Education,” the 90-minute 
long forum focused on the connec-
tion between public education and 

economic development in the area, 
primarily how the high quality of 
education continues to attract people 
and economy to DeSoto County.  

The program, the second part of 
a two-part series, was presented by 
the Mississippi Humanities Council, 
the Phil Hardin Foundation, and the 
Community Foundation of North-
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