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ON TO STATE! Olive Branch, Northpoint head to state basketball play. P6

Happy trails

Hernando residents and visitors to the 

city should soon be able to take a walk or 

bike ride on a completed 1.73-mile trail 

that will encompass the Renasant Park 

area of the DeSoto County seat. 

City offi cials received word Monday 

that funding expected to cover the cost of 

a completed trail at the park and recre-

ational area will come with $100,000 in 

additional grant money from the Blue 

Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi Foun-

dation “Healthy Heroes” Grant.

Mayor Tom Ferguson and Communi-

ty Development Director Gia Matheny 

said it was the largest health grant the 

city has ever received with money from 

the grant at present earmarked for the 

multi-use trail improvements.  

“That’s our plans, as of now, to go all 

the way around with it,” Mayor Tom Fer-

guson said. “People are really looking 

for safe places to walk.” 

“I spoke with Mayor Ferguson prior to 

writing the grant to fi nd out where our 

needs were,” Matheny said. “That was 

something he was very passionate about 

in trying to expand Renasant Park. We 

put our efforts into that and we were 

hoping that we would be awarded the 

money.”  

The city is continuing to make 

improvements in the area that now 

includes a dog park and skate park. 

Ferguson and Matheny hopes future im-

provements can also include more direct 

access from a nearby subdivision. 

The trail funding comes as part of 

a program that also allows for police 

offi cers to meet with schoolchildren to 

promote health and wellness, hence the 

“Healthy Heroes” moniker for the Foun-

dation’s program.

“We received a Healthy Heroes grant 

in 2016,” Matheny said. “We had uni-

House to 
get Senate 
BRIDGE Act

House members are slated to 

consider a controversial Senate 

bill put forth by Lt. Gov. Tate 

Reeves which would consoli-

date power and authority over 

transportation funds under the 

governor’s control, rather than 

a three-person Mississippi 

Department of Transportation 

Commission.

What’s controversial about 

Senate Bill 3046 is that it calls 

for more than $1 billion in in-

frastructure spending over fi ve 

years by diverting funds from 

the state’s rainy day or reserve 

fund. 

Overall, the bill includes $150 

million in earmarked bonds, 

$125 million diverted from 

MDOT, more than $600 mil-

lion diverted from the general 

fund, and a new privilege tax 

on hybrid and electric vehicles, 

vehicles which are designed to 

conserve energy and cut down 

on emissions.

The governor, be it current 

Governor Phil Bryant or possi-

bly Reeves if he runs to suc-

ceed Bryant, would have sole 

authority over the $1 billion, 

effectively replacing the over-

sight of the three-person elect-

ed commission and replacing it 

with the governor’s wishes.

State Rep. Jeff Hale, R-Nes-

bit, said he and other House 

members will consider the 

bill carefully but Hale said he 

personally likes the idea that 

control over transportation 

funds would be consolidated 

Hernando to move forward on new walking trail addition

Bob Bakken|DTT

Money from tourism tax bills, such 

as are being considered in the Mis-

sissippi Senate after House pas-

sage last week, have helped fund 

park and recreational improve-

ments for Southaven. Among the 

additions have been work on the 

baseball diamonds at Snowden 

Grove Park, where the annual Dizzy 

Dean World Series is held. 

House lawmaker says tourism dollars pay dividends
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‘That’s our plans, as of now, to 
go all the way around with it. 
People are really looking for 

safe places to walk.’

Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson
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Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson and city offi  cials stroll along a planned new 1.7 mile walking trail which will encompass the 40-acre Renas-

ant Park off  U.S. Hwy. 51, eventually linking to the Hernando Civic Center recreational sportsplex to the west.
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park and recreational improve-
Passage by the Mississippi House of 

Representatives of tourism tax incen-
tives for both Horn Lake and Southaven 
will continue to pay dividends for years 
to come, according to the author of the 
bill, State Rep. Jeff Hale, R-Nesbit and 
the bill’s co-author, State Rep. William 
Kinkade, R-Byhalia.

The measure is now headed to the 
Senate which it appears to have solid 
support.

“I have nephews who play up there 
at Snowden (Grove Park),” Hale said 
Monday in an interview from the House 
fl oor. “I do see the fundamentals of why 
this is needed. There is always upkeep. 
If we are going to maintain Snowden for 
the Special Olympics and for the Dizzy 
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