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IT’S TURKEY DAY! Happy Thanksgiving

Planning for the future

Hernando’s new Director of Planning 

Keith Briley isn’t averse to a good scrap 

now and then — at 6-foot-2, he was the 

star center at Hardin County High 

School in Savannah, Tenn., his home-

town. 

But the mild-mannered Briley prefers 

a smooth handoff instead to star players 

on the city’s team as far as planning for 

growth and development in the DeSoto 

County seat.

“There is a lot of growth potential 

here,” said Briley, who served previously 

as the Director of Planning for the City 

of Horn Lake, and before that an urban 

planner with Bridge and Watson, Inc. 

and the long-range planner for the City 

of Germantown, Tenn.

“I’ve noted that from the outside,” 

said Briley, 50, who also served stints 

as a land planner with Askew Graves 

Harcourt & Associates in Memphis in 

addition to work as a draftsman with 

the Fisher and Arnold engineering fi rm 

in Memphis. “I’m excited about some of 

the developments that have been in the 

works for years like Hernando West,” 

said Briley, of the sprawling develop-

ment, west and northwest of the city’s 

historic Square. “The Mayor and I were 

just talking about the potential for 

growth with the completion of I-269 and 

McIngvale Road.”

Briley, a native of Tupelo, spent much 

of his early life in Savannah before at-

tending Memphis State University, now 

the University of Memphis, where he 

earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Engineering Technology and Architec-

S’haven 
alderman 
arrested

A Southaven alderman was tak-

en into custody early Wednesday 

and was released on bond after 

being processed at the DeSoto 

County Adult Detention Center 

on a charge of procuring prosti-

tution.

Ronald Wayne Hale, who rep-

resents Ward 2 in Southaven, Mis-

sissippi’s third-largest city, was 

arrested by the DeSoto County 

Sheriff’s Department and booked 

into the DeSoto County Adult De-

tention Center with a $5,000 bond.

Hale, 57, was elected to the 

Southaven Board of Alderman in 

2016 as a representative in Ward 2.

“We made the arrest,” said 

DeSoto County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment Chief Deputy Macon Moore 

on Wednesday. “It’s an ongoing 

investigation.”

Moore added that authorities 

are not disclosing where the ar-

rest occurred or where the alleged 

activity took place.

Moore did say that Hale was the 

only person arrested in the case.

Southaven Mayor Darren 

Musselwhite issued a statement 

Wednesday afternoon concerning 

Hale’s arrest.

“While this is obviously very 

concerning to me, it is a personal 

legal matter for Alderman Hale 

with an ongoing investigation 

by the DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department,” Musselwhite stated. 

“It is not appropriate for me to 

make any further comment until 

the investigation and judicial 

process has been completed.”

DeSoto County seat’s new Director of Planning optimistic
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Hernando 

Veterans 

Parade 

organizer 

Carolyn 

Young was 

recognized 

before the 

Hernando 

city board 

on Tuesday.

Second road controversial issue in St. Ives

SEE PLANNING, P2

‘DeSoto County’s school sys-
tem is really good, plus there is 

good quality of life in Hernando. 
There are ways to enhance that 

quality of life. We need to be 
more pedestrian-friendly and 

bicycle-friendly.’

Keith Briley, Hernando Director of Planning
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Keith Briley, the newly-named Director of Planning for the City of Hernando, looks over plans for future development in the DeSoto County 

seat.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839
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Hernando 

Veterans 

Parade 

organizer 

Carolyn 

recognized 

Hernando 

on Tuesday.

Hernando residents wishing to have a second 
road to accommodate what is expected will be an 
increase in traffi c with approval of the fi nal plat 
of the next phase of St. Ives subdivision suffered 
a setback Tuesday — but developers insist road 
stubs exist to neighboring Jefferson to the north 
which hints at a possible future road.

In a board meeting that saw plenty of drama 
and lasted for more than two hours Tuesday, 
aldermen voted to give fi nal plat approval to St. 

Ives Section B, which was submitted by Life-
styles Homes and developer Brian Hill.

It’s an issue that divided a fractious board and 
involved former Hernando Planning Director 
Jared Darby, a resident of the neighborhood, 
who is among residents wishing to nail down a 
commitment to a second road to alleviate con-
gested traffi c in the upscale neighborhood.

It’s also an issue that necessitated the tempo-
rary hiring of Olive Branch Planning Director 
B.J. Page. Due to a potential confl ict of interest 
before Darby’s departure as planning director, 

SEE SECOND ROAD, P2
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