
Six years ago, 85-year-old George 
Martin’s granddaughter Jeanette passed 
away leaving a toddler behind to rear 
and raise by a host of loving relatives 
in the quiet Hill Street community of 
Hernando.

Quincy Randle, who grew up on Hill 
Street, in Hernando’s historic West End 
neighborhood, decided to put on a fund-
raiser to benefi t the young girl’s surviv-
ing family.

“It all started in 2014,” said Randle, 
a gravedigger by vocation, longtime 
employee of Brantley-Phillips Funeral 
Home and owner of a landscaping and 
lawn service. “We put it together to help 
out Jeanette’s family. It all came from us 
having a good heart and not forgetting 

where we came from.”
Flash forward to 2018 and that once 

young daughter of Jeanette, a DeSoto 
County Sheriff’s Department employee, 
is now 7.

A picnic is now held each year to bene-
fi t the children in the greater area.

“This is year number fi ve,” Randle 
said of the Hill Street Community Gath-

ering, held at the bottom of the steep hill 
near the end of Hill Street.

Jeanette’s daughter Tamya smiled 
broadly as her grandmother Gladys 
Payne placed a brightly-colored bow in 
her hair. Randle then lifted her high into 
the air and onto his shoulders. 

“Look how she’s grown,” Randle said. 
Sadly, the fact that Tamya was orphaned 
at an early age is not unusual.

“Especially now in the African-Amer-
ican community, you have a lot of single 
parents. Times are especially tough. You 
don’t have a lot of grandmamas now like 
you used to. They used to step in when 
you didn’t have mamas and daddies.”

As Randle walks along Hill Street, 
children run to him almost as if he were 
the ice cream man.
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ALL-STARS! County volleyball players dominate North roster at honor event. P6

Neighborly loveMan 
killed in 

O.B. 
 crash

A south Mississippi man 

died in a two-vehicle crash 

along U.S. Hwy. 78 in Olive 

Branch on Thursday morn-

ing, according to DeSoto 

County Interim Coroner 

Josh Pounders.

According to Pounders, 

Harold Dean White, Jr., 40, 

of Brookhaven was travel-

ing westbound on U.S. 78, 

approximately one-quarter 

mile west of Craft Road 

when his vehicle collid-

ed with the rear of an 

18-wheeler.

Olive Branch Police 

received the call regarding 

the accident around 9:45 

a.m. Thursday.

Pounders said that White 

was killed instantly in the 

crash in which White ve-

hicle’s ran underneath the 

18-wheel tractor trailer rig.

Olive Branch Police are 

investigating the cause of 

the accident.

Annual picnic making a diff erence in community

Circle G to open for Elvis Week event

SEE ANNUAL PICNIC, P2

‘It’s a blessing to be able to set 
aside one day out of the year 

and show gratitude to the com-
munity where I came from.’

Quincy Randle, Hill Street resident
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Tyrone Jones, Gladys Payne, Quincy Randle and Tamya, 7, are among Hill Street residents preparing for today’s Hill Street Community Gath-
ering and Picnic, a fund raiser to purchase school supplies for area children.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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The people behind the renovation 

of Circle G Ranch will give the public 

their fi rst chance to see what has been 

happening at the site of music legend 

Elvis Presley’s ranch and honeymoon 

cottage at the corner of Highway 301 

and Goodman Road in Horn Lake. 

That opportunity will come during 

the upcoming Elvis Week feativities in 

Memphis next month.

The group of investors led by Missis-

sippi native Davage “Buddy” Runnells 

Jr., founder and owner of Real Estate 

International Inc. (REI), has been work-

ing on their renovation project since 

acquiring the property in 2014.

On Sunday afternoon, Aug. 12, the 

ownership group is holding “A Day at 

the Ranch” at the site between 1-6 p.m.

Representatives of the owners made 

the announcement exclusively to the 

DeSoto Times-Tribune Thursday after-

noon.

Admission will be complimentary, 

although a $5 fee for parking onsite will 

be charged and the limited parking will 

be fi rst come, fi rst served.

Festivities will include live music, 

food vendors, a meet and greet with 

the Memphis Mafi a, returning to the 

ranch after 50 years, with stories and 

merchandise. There will be children’s 

activities, a preview of the Unknown 

Child Holocaust Memphis, photo oppor-

tunities and more.

SEE CIRCLE G, P2
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A photo from last year of the scene at the Circle G Ranch in Horn Lake. A “Day at the Ranch” 
event as part of Elvis Week will be the public’s fi rst look at the progress on the renovation 
project at the ranch once owned by Elvis and Priscilla Presley. 
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ROBERT LEE LONG  is the Commu-

nity Editor. He may be contacted at 

rlong@desototimestribune.com or at 

662-429-6397, ext. 252.


