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FINAL EXAM! Lady Trojans seek state title repeat tonight. P6

Life on the fly

The River — the Mighty Mississippi, 

that is — has a way of bringing people 

together, not only by the strong river 

current that fl ows and churns its way to 

the Gulf.

And by the bonds of brotherhood and 

the current of blood.

Replenished by the plentiful spring 

rains and buoyed with adventure just 

around the bend, a Mid-South father and 

son are making the most of the time they 

have together. 

Just like Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer.

“Yeah, it’s hard,” says Strickland 

Rodgers of Dundee, near Moon Lake, 

about his son Porter, who spends part of 

his summer in Tunica County with his 

father. “I try to cram into the time I have 

with him as much as I can think of to 

bond with him, teach him, and give him 

activities and experiences that he other-

wise wouldn’t have,” Rodgers said.

“I was born and raised right here in 

the Delta and by age 12, I was earning 

money and paying income taxes,” he 

added. “My dad taught me early in life 

how to fend for myself and make my own 

way, and it’s these kinds of skills I want 

to pass on to my boy,” Rodgers smiled.

And Strickland Rodgers is a jack-of-all-

trades, by his own admission. “Maybe 

I’m not an expert at any one thing, but 

I can do a lot of things if I have to,” he 

shrugged. That list is extensive.

Rodgers has owned businesses; is a 

welder by trade, a farmer – which skills 

he acquired on the family farm – can 

drive a tractor, a combine, harvest crops 

of all types, even fl y an airplane. But his 

passion is fl y fi shing.  “Yeah, I learned 

to fl y fi sh with a buddy of mine on local 

lakes here in Tunica County – Tunica 

Lake and Moon Lake – and got hooked 

New faces 
on ballot 
in races

Now that the deadline has 

passed for qualifying in 

upcoming municipal races 

across DeSoto County, there 

are some new faces of which 

voters will become acquaint-

ed.

The candidate qualifying 

deadline for all fi ve municipal 

mayoral and candidate races 

was Friday at 5 p.m. The pri-

mary election is May 2.

A run-off, if needed, for city 

posts is May 16. The general 

election is June 6.

Voter registration deadline 

in city races is April 1, or 30 

days prior to the primary.

Qualifying deadline for spe-

cial Circuit Court judgeship 

is May 5. That special election 

is Nov. 7. Runoff for the judge 

race (two posts) is Nov. 28. 

Voter registration deadline is 

Oct. 7 in judicial races.

In Southaven, incumbent 

Mayor Darren Musselwhite 

will face fellow Republican 

challenger Tommy A. Henley 

and former DeSoto County 

Sheriff candidate James 

Weifenbach in the Republican 

primary for mayor.

Southaven aldermanic 

candidates who fi led by the 

deadline include Ward 1 in-

cumbent Kristian Kelly, who 

is running as a Republican, 

will face fellow Republican 

challenger Ray Ashmore; 

Ward 2 incumbent Ronnie 

Hale, himself elected last 

year in a special election 

Time on the River helps in making memories

Henry Bailey/DTT

Newly-ap-

pointed DeSoto 

County Judge 

Craig Treadway 

is sworn in to 

his post by 

Chancellor Percy 

Lynchard as wife 

Rebecca Tread-

way looks on.

Treadway takes oath as judge
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‘My dad taught me early in life 
how to fend for myself and 

make my own way, and it’s these 
kinds of skills I want to pass on 

to my boy.’

Strickland Rodgers, fl y fi sherman
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Mike Lee|DTT

Strickland Rodgers casts a line into the Mississippi River in a hidden cove, south of Tunica as Australian Shepherd “Boogie” watches. Spring 

rains have help river levels to rise.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Newly-ap-

County Judge 

Lynchard as wife 

Rebecca Tread-

As he tackles DeSoto Youth Court duties, 
newly sworn County Judge Craig Treadway 
assuredly will be hit with criticism from many 
youthful defendants, families, and even victims 
themselves.

Their verdicts on the judge may be harsh, 
but it all goes with the job, the essential task of 
“balancing the innocence of youth against the 

demands and rules of a civilized society,” said 
Chancery Judge Percy Lynchard Jr.

The veteran jurist addressed well-wishers, 
family members and the legal community at 
Treadway’s swearing-in ceremony this week at 
the DeSoto County Courthouse. The invocation 
was offered by Hernando Alderman Andrew 
Miller, also a minister and DeSoto Sheriff’s 
Deputy assigned to courthouse duties.

Treadway comes to the bench after having 
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