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ROLLING FIRST! Lady Jag Zombirt becomes fi rst to sign bowling scholarship. P6

Look out, world

A group of 4-H team members will 

travel to compete on the world stage at 

the FIRST Tech World Championship in 

Houston, Texas on Tuesday.

It’s a journey that has taken a group of 

four teenagers months and in fact years 

of hard work to reach the pinnacle of 

achievement in the robotics world.

“These four local kids have worked 

their backsides off to earn the right to at-

tend,” said Tommie Rodgers, the mother 

of Nathan Rodgers, 19, and his brother 

Jonathan, 18, born 18 months apart.

The two brothers, along with team 

members Zach Sahnger, Jacob Lowther 

and Kylynne Mockridge performed well 

enough in the First Tech Challenge 

South Super Regional in Athens Ga., 

held March 8-11, to earn a trip to the 

world championship.

Only three teams out of 72 that ad-

vanced to the South Super Regionals 

advanced on to the World Championship.

“These kids are a community-based 

team,” the elder Rodgers said. “They are 

not supported by the school system or a 

particular business. They are practicing 

real-world engineering skills without 

the benefi t of an engineer as a mentor 

or coach. They are good, well-rounded 

students who have been willing to sacri-

fi ce a lot of free time to build one of the 

best competitive robots and one of the 

top three First Tech Challenge teams in 

Mississippi.”

The “Challenge Accepted” team has 

traveled to venues large and small to 

compete against other “techies” during 

robotics team exercises across the na-

tion.

According to Tommie Rodgers, Mis-

sissippi is the only state in which all of 

the teams that competed at the Super 

Regional would go on to advance on to 

the next level of competition.

Arrest 
made in 
fondling 

case 

The DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department has announced that 

investigators arrested an elemen-

tary school teacher’s assistant on 

charges of fondling a student. 

A news release on Friday 

announced the arrest of Francis 

Karl Respess, age 60. Respess 

was a teacher’s assistant at Walls 

Elementary School.

He was arrested and booked 

into the DeSoto County Adult 

Detention Center on the charge of 

Fondling by a Person in a Position 

of Trust. 

Respess was being held on 

$500,000 bond, as stated in the 

news release, which added the 

investigation into the case was 

ongoing and the Sheriff’s De-

partment could not provide more 

information.  

Friday afternoon, the DeSoto 

County School District released a 

statement regarding the case.

“The DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department informed school offi -

cials this (Friday) afternoon that 

a teacher assistant at Walls Ele-

mentary School has been arrested 

for inappropriate contact and 

communication with minors,” the 

statement read. “The assistant 

teacher is no longer an employee 

of DeSoto County Schools. School 

and district offi cials are work-

ing with local law enforcement 

during this ongoing investigation.  

Walls Elementary School parents 

were notifi ed of the arrest via 

email by school offi cials.”

4-H team to travel to World Robotics Challenge

Bob Bakken|DTT

The now-vacant former home of the WIN Job Center on Highway 51 in South-

aven will become the new precinct location for the Southaven Police Depart-

ment, similar to the station near Snowden Grove Park. The main headquarters 

will remain on Northwest Drive in Southaven.  

Southaven to add new police station

SEE ROBOTICS, P2

‘I’ve been doing robotics for nine 
years. I like thinking of a design 

and see it come to life.’

Jonathan Rodgers, 4-H Robotics Team member
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Tommie Rodgers looks on as her sons, Nathan, 19, and Jonathan, 18, work on a robotics project in advance to the 4-H Robotics Team’s jour-

ney to the FIRST Tech World Championship to Houston, Texas on Tuesday.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
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Southaven city offi cials are about to add a 
new police station to serve the western part 
of Mississippi’s third-largest city. 

It was recently announced that the  
vacated WIN Job Center building at 7320 
Highway 51 North will become Police West 
Precinct.

Southaven Mayor Darren Musselwhite 
stated in his recent Mayor’s Report blog 
post the move comes about with a need for 
more police visibility and an opportunity 
with the WIN Job Center’s departure to a 
new location.  

“Another signifi cant factor considered for 
this decision is the increased criminal ac-
tivity in the original part of our city along 
Highway 51 and nearby residential neigh-
borhoods,” Musselwhite stated. “This is a 
common trend as cities age, but will not be 
accepted in Southaven. The most effective 

crime deterrent is Police presence.”
Employment offi cials have terminated the 

lease with the city for their former building 
and are now located at 5847 Getwell Road, 
Building B, Suite 3, in Southaven.  

“‘Original Southaven’ is where it all 
began for us and will continue to play a 
vital role in the overall health and success 
of our city,” Musselwhite said.  “The Police 
Department’s need for more building space 
and the WIN Job Center’s decision to ter-
minate their lease agreement for the City’s 
building located at 7320 Highway 51 North 
were two factors involved with a recent de-
cision to add our new Police West Precinct.”

The Police Department’s headquarters 
will remain on Northwest Drive near City 
Hall and the East Precinct will continue its 
operations as it has on May Boulevard near 
Snowden Grove Park.  

Plans are for the new precinct to be 

SEE POLICE STATION, P2
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