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RUNNING AGAIN! Northwest football ranked fi fth in pre-season ratings. P6

Monster mash

Getting a fright months before Hallow-

een was an exercise in theater and pre-

sentation for students at Lake Cormorant 

Elementary School just before school let 

out for the summer.

But the exercise was more about teach-

ing tolerance for others who might look 

differently than themselves, according 

to Jennifer Bruce, second grade teacher 

at Lake Cormorant Elementary School.

In a day and age when people who 

hold different views or have physical 

appearances or ethnic identities that 

differ from our own are demonized and  

ostracized, the play “We Are Monsters” 

by Beat Press offers an opportunity to 

have some fun and contemplate serious 

moral questions.

“It’s about how to get along with others 

who are different but matter to us as hu-

man beings regardless of what someone 

might look like,” Bruce said. “The prem-

ise is to promote healing and harmony. 

It’s also good for kids to be exposed to 

extracurricular activities like theater.”

Bruce said students began practicing 

for the play in January and learned how 

to act and sing in an ensemble group.

“We taught them how to project their 

voice and get along with one another,” 

Bruce said.

Bruce added that Hernando High 

School’s theater department lent the 

Lake Cormorant students some of their 

props in order to stage their big produc-

tion, just before school ended for the 

summer.

According to Bruce, students loved 

getting dressed up as little goblins and 

monsters. The play aims to teach a more 

fundamental lesson.

Wicker 
wins GOP 
primary

It was a battle of north versus 

south as U.S. Sen. Roger Wick-

er, R-Tupelo, defeated business 

owner Richard Warren Boyan-

ton of Diamondhead, a costal 

community in south Missis-

sippi.

Wicker, who received an en-

dorsement by President Donald 

Trump, handily won Tuesday’s 

Republican primary race over 

Boyanton.

In the Nov. 6 general election, 

Wicker will face the winner 

of a June 26 Democratic party 

runoff between David Baria 

and Howard Sherman.

Of the 41 precincts reporting 

in DeSoto County, ballots cast 

in the Republican primary 

amounted to 71.78 percent of 

the electorate. Votes cast in the 

Democratic primary amounted 

to 28.22 percent.

Voter turnout was light in 

DeSoto County, according to 

DeSoto Circuit Clerk Dale Kel-

ly Thompson.

According to Thompson, only 

7.77 percent of DeSoto County’s 

101,462 registered voters, or 

7,887 voters turned out at the 

polls.

In DeSoto County, Wicker 

received 73.73 percent of the 

vote, compared to Boyanton’s 

25.51 percent.

In DeSoto’s Democratic pri-

mary, Baria garnered 841 votes 

compared to 112 for Jensen 

Bohren, 156 for Jerone Gar-

land, 129 for Victor G. Maurice, 

Jr., 282 for Omeria Scott and 

Role playing teaches life lessons
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Ethan Hardy 

Benson stars 

as “Jesus” in 

DeSoto Family 

Theatre’s up-

coming produc-

tion of “GOD-

SPELL’ which 

premieres this 

Friday night at 

Landers 

Center Stage.

GODSPELL opens to great anticipation

SEE MONSTER MASH, P2

SEE WICKER WINS, P2

‘It’s about how to get along with 
others who are diff erent but 

matter to us as human beings 
regardless of what someone 

might look like.’

Jennifer Bruce, Lake Cormorant Elementary 
School teacher
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Lake Cormorant Elementary School students recently staged its production of “We Are Monsters,” during one of its fi nal stage plays of the 

year.
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The Gospel according to Jesus Christ which 
involves the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
has never been put into words and pageantry 
quite like the DeSoto Family Theatre production 
of “GODSPELL” which premieres this Friday 
night on the Landers Center Stage. 

The phrase “gospel” is derived from the An-
glo-Saxon word which means “good story.”

And what a great, timeless story it is, say 

the producers and directors of  the production. 
Northwest Misissippi Theatre Alliance founder 
and Executive Director Mat Lipscomb personal-
ly revised the script to include the actual words 
spoken by Jesus Christ as recorded from the 
Four Gospels.

“I’ve always felt that DFT should do GOD-
SPELL, since the organization’s beginning,” 
said the show’s co-director Jason Spitzer. “Our 
mission after all is to do theater that honors 

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

SEE GODSPELL, P2


