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CHAMPIONS! Quistors win fi rst-ever state boys’ crown for county. P6

Having hope

Being outdoors and enjoying nature 

can provide a safe, secure place for 

children to play and families to picnic, 

especially in an area which is at risk 

from crime and a relatively high rate of 

poverty.

“Trails of Hope” is a project which 

has been undertaken by the nonprofi t 

Hope Center in Horn Lake to improve 

the quality of life for the children and 

residents who live in the area around 

Shadow Oaks Elementary School.

Stacy Dodd with the Hope Center said 

the vision for the project to have the 

“Trails of Hope” was the brainchild of 

Sarah Bishop.

“It was her idea to have a place for chil-

dren and families to come,” said Dodd. 

“The goal is to clean these trails up. 

There have been old tires and mattresses 

dumped out here. We want the kids and 

resents to experience nature in the mid-

dle of Horn Lake.”

Sprucing up the wooded area around 

the school has received the blessing of 

Shadow Oaks Elementary School Princi-

pal Michaela Smith.

“I would love for it to become an alter-

nate area for recess as opposed to just 

going to the playground,” Smith said. 

“We plan to have some outdoor class-

rooms since it’s nestled among all these 

trees in the great outdoors,” said Smith 

as she gestured towards the outstretched 

branches of ancient oaks and elms.

Smith, who grew up in Batesville, 

said she played outdoors as a child and 

wishes that students in her school could 

share a similar experience. “I grew up 

near Sardis Lake and I used to love to 

fi sh and walk through the woods.”

Man dies 
in 

accident 
on I-55

A 64-year-old Horn Lake man 

died after being struck by a ve-

hicle on Interstate 55 in South-

aven on Saturday afternoon.

DeSoto County Interim 

Coroner Josh Pounders has 

identifi ed the man as Roy Lynn 

Parker, 64, of Horn Lake, who 

was struck by a vehicle as he 

attempted to change a fl at tire.

The driver of the other vehi-

cle did stop following the acci-

dent and was interviewed by 

police at the scene. No charges 

are expected to be fi led in con-

nection with the incident.

Southaven Police Capt. Mark 

Little said the investigation 

into the accident  was ongoing.

According to authorities, 

the accident took place around 

3:30 p.m. Saturday afternoon. 

Parker’s vehicle was stopped 

along the interstate and he was 

outside of his car when he was 

hit by the oncoming vehicle.

Parker was taken by am-

bulance to Baptist Memorial 

Hospital-DeSoto in Southaven, 

but later died of his injuries.

Parker was a retired employ-

ee of Memphis Light, Water 

and Gas in Memphis.

According to Pounders, death 

was pronounced around 4:06 

p.m.

No charges had been fi led in 

the investigation as on Monday 

morning.

New trails at Shadow Oaks Elementary celebrate nature
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Mississippi 

lawmakers have 

approved a abor-

tion bill limiting 

abortions to the 

fi rst 15 weeks of 

pregnancy. The 

bill may be tested 

in the nation’s 

judiciary in the 

coming months.

DeSoto lawmakers support strict abortion law

SEE HOPE, P2

‘The most important thing is 
that we try to teach the children 
that they need to practice good 

conservation measures so these 
woods will be here for genera-

tions to come.’

Melissa Conn, volunteer educator 
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Stacy Dodd with the Trails of Hope adjacent to Shadow Oaks Elementary School leads a tour of the newly-refurbished trails which have 

been cleared of debris and rubbish.
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Mississippi 

lawmakers have 

approved a abor-

tion bill limiting 

coming months.

Mississippi legislators have passed the na-
tion’s strictest abortion law with support from 
DeSoto County legislators, but legal challenges 
may be forthcoming in response, if it indeed 
becomes law.  

House Bill 1510, called the Gestational Age 
Act, was approved by both houses of the Legis-
lature on Thursday, which was International 
Women’s Day, restricting abortions to the fi rst 

15 weeks of pregnancy.
Gov. Phil Bryant has said he would sign the 

measure into law when it reaches his desk. 
The bill has does not make exceptions for 

rape or incest victims. It does exempt women 
in danger due to the pregnancy or whose fetus-
es would not survive the pregnancy.  

Rep. Becky Currie, R-Brookhaven, was the 
principal author of the bill. Additional authors 
of the measure in the House included Rep. Dan 
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