
Judith Coghlan Lewis didn’t 
set out to fall in love with leg-
endary Rock ‘n’ Roll star Jerry 
Lee Lewis when she came into 
his home to help nurse him back 
to health.

There was nothing romantic 
about it - at first. Jerry Lee was 
all but broke and suffering from 
shingles and pneumonia.

But the more the two spent 
around each other talking at all 
hours of the night, it became 
apparent after six months that 
something special was happen-
ing.

They were falling in love.
Jerry Lee and Judith wed 

on March 9, 2012 and celebrat-
ed their ninth anniversary this 
week with a renewal of their 
wedding vows in front of family 
and friends at their ranch in Nes-
bit.

Although both she and “the 
Killer” had been married before, 
Judith said renewing their vows 
felt like the first time for both of 
them.

“It’s been nine years, but it 
still feels like our honeymoon,” 
Judith said. 

Jerry Lee said he still feels like 
he got the better end of the deal.

“She’s a good woman,” Jerry 
Lee said. “Me? I don’t know.”

Ironically, the two actually 
first met about 30 years ago in 
Las Vegas. Judith was engaged 
to Rusty Brown at the time, Jerry 
Lee’s cousin, and he brought her 
to meet his famous relation to 
seek his approval.

“What is really strange is, 
Jerry said to Rusty Brown, the 
guy I was going to marry, he said 
‘Rusty, I can tell she’s a really 
good girl. If you don’t marry her, 
I will,’” Judith recalled in a Nov. 
2017 interview on WTSB. “That’s 

exactly how we met.”
Judith said she saw Jerry Lee 

many times over the years, but 
there was never anything roman-
tic.  She always thought Jerry Lee 
was a really good person and a 
good friend.

Judith was hired by Jerry 
Lee’s daughter, Phoebe, to be 
his caregiver to help take some 
of the pressure off of her in 2010 
and stayed in a nearby guest 
house, coming over to the ranch 
to help clean the house and take 
care of him. 

The two found themselves 
talking about how they grew up 
and discovered they had many 
things in common. All of a sud-
den, things started feeling dif-
ferent between them.

It became a surprise love sto-
ry.

“It was no plan of mine to 
ever fall in love or marry Jerry 
Lee Lewis,” Judith said in that 
2017 interview. “I never ever 
planned anything like that or 
was after anything.”

They still love staying at 
home with each other and their 
two dogs - Little Judith and Lit-
tle Jerry - and visiting the ranch 
when they can and surprising 
the fans who stop by for tours. 
While slowed a bit by age, they 
still drop by Sonic for a milk-
shake or a burger or ice cream 
cone at Happy Daze Dairy Bar 
in Nesbit where they go mostly 

unnoticed.
“It’s just a joy to do those 

things,” Judith said.
The wedding vow renewal 

By Mark Randall

mrandall@dttclick.com

Volume 125, Issue 10

imes- ribune
DeSotoThe

T
DeSotoTimes.com March 11, 2021$1.25

See Anniversary on page 5

A ‘Killer’ wedding anniversary

The motto at Broadway Baptist Church 
in Southaven is “serve local.”

The church has always made it its 
mission to reflect the love of Christ 
by improving the lives of others both 
spiritually and physically.

This week, a group of volu- 
nteers from the church brought that serving 
spirit to Horn Lake to help re-roof a house 
of an elderly resident and to lend a hand 
sprucing up the yard.

“We try and do these projects maybe 
once or twice a year where we will actually 
provide a new roof for a homeowner,” said 
Jason Grissom, pastor of youth connections 
at Broadway Baptist Church. “Not only 
that, we are  also going to be providing two 

fences on both  sides to give it some curb 
appeal, some landscaping, and some 
demolition in the back along with clean up 
of an old shed.”

A dozen volunteers showed up at the 
home at 5575 Choctaw Drive and began 
scraping the old shingles off and taking 
down the old fence.

Grissom said the project would take 
about two days and that he expected about 
40 volunteers to lend a hand.

“We have all ages out here,” Grissom 
said. “We have middle school children to 
people who are our grandparent’s ages,” 
Grissom said. “It’s just a great way for us 
to serve.”

The homeowner was recomm- 
ended to Broadway Baptist by Sacred Heart 
Southern Missions. Broadway did a similar 
roofing job and a yard clean-up at a home 
in Southaven in 2019.

Material for the project was donated 
by ABC Supply Co., Inc. with labor help 
provided by DeSoto Roofing, a contractor 
in Hernando.

“They are helping us a lot,” Grissom 
said. “JC Caldwell is donating his time 
along with a couple of his men’s time who 
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mission replaces roof

Supporters of the Hernando Animal 
Shelter raised several thousand dollars 
this weekend toward the construction of a 
new building.

The Gin in Nesbit hosted a chili cookoff 
and cornhole tournament along with a 
silent auction and food items that raised 
about $3,000.

The event was sponsored by Side Alley 
Gifts and Union Auto Parts who donated 
various items. Food was provided by 10th 
Inning Grill.

Kim Derryberry, owner of Side Alley 
Gifts, said they had 11 teams in the chili 
cookoff and 31 teams for the cornhole tour-
nament.

“The animal shelter has always been 
a passion of mine,” Derryberry said. “We 
are  starting to slowly see it happen. We’re 
ready. And this money will help.”

The Hernando Animal Shelter is cur-
rently located behind Fire Station No. 2 at 
957 Hwy. 51 North.

Shelter director Susan Huff said the 
facility only has nine dog kennels and six 

cat kennels and is crowded in a 25 by 40 
foot garage.

“We just kind of have one big room,” 
Huff said. “And those nine kennels stay 
full all of the time.”

Hernando has a $275,000 bond to build 
a new animal shelter and has already 
spent about $35,000 on dirt work on a site 
located by the city’s sewer ponds at 3335 
Hwy. 51.

Huff said they aren’t 100 percent cer-
tain if that is where the new shelter will 
be located, and has been told by officials 
that they still have several thousand dol-
lars more that will be needed for the road, 
sewer, and lighting.

“We will probably have about $200,000 
after that left to spend on the project,” 
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Fundraiser donates thousands 
to Hernando animal shelter


