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Fresh start

The new year ahead calls for making 

a fresh start and a group of Southaven 

student-athletes are helping some disad-

vantaged families in the Mid-South do 

just that.

In between scrimmages, shooting 

drills and games, the Southaven Middle 

School girls basketball team has found 

time to give back to the less fortunate 

this holiday season. 

Members of the team, along with coach 

Kristen Coleman and other supportive 

parents and teachers, joined One Heart 

Ministries and passed out 117 care pack-

ages to the homeless on a cold Dec. 18 in 

20-degree weather.  

This was the second year for Coleman’s 

team to take part and the 117 packages 

of coats, blankets and clothes doubled 

the number of items collected last year, 

Coleman said. She credits the support of 

the entire school, not simply her team, in 

getting the donations together. 

“The amount of clothes that started 

coming in was just amazing,” Coleman 

said. “Every one was donating coats 

and blankets and clothes. That was the 

big thing that we had this year that we 

didn’t have so much last year was the 

amount of clothes that were donated.”  

The care packages also included toilet-

ries, gloves and other items and recip-

ients were fed a hot meal by the South-

aven contingent and other volunteers as 

part of the activity. 

One Heart Ministries was started 

in 2007 to do outreach to the homeless 

in Memphis. Last year, Coleman was 

connected with the program and decided 

to have her team get involved as a com-

munity service project beyond the daily 

Bank robber 
nabbed by 
authorities

A DeSoto County man was taken 

into custody just outside Regions 

Bank at Swinnea and Goodman 

roads in Southaven on Friday, the 

culmination of  a string of  bank 

robberies which plagued Southaven 

on Friday during one of  the busiest 

shopping days of  the season. 

Two robberies were reported 

and authorities believe the man, 

described as an Asian man about 20, 

was planning to strike a third time.

A man robbed the BankPlus at 

Getwell and Goodman roads in 

Southaven around noon on Friday 

and fl ed on foot, according to South-

aven Police Chief  Steve Pirtle.

There were no injuries in the 

robberies, Pirtle said. 

SunTrust Bank, located at the 

intersection of  Goodman Road and 

Tchulahoma Road, was the second 

bank robbed on Friday. Police re-

leased an image of  a young, dark-

haired, clean-cut man, most likely 

Asian, who appeared to be in his 

early 20s as a possible suspect. He 

was wearing a blue shirt and khaki 

pants.

The suspect was taken into cus-

tody outside the Regions Bank at 

Swinnea and Goodman roads about 

2:50 p.m. More than a dozen police 

cars swarmed the scene.

The robber never brandished a 

weapon, according to authorities.

“He indicated that he had a weap-

on and never displayed one,” Pirtle 

said.

According to Pirtle, the alleged 

robber escaped with an undisclosed 

amount of  money.

“He was last seen on foot leaving 

the bank,” said Pirtle of  the robber.

That BankPlus location is situated 

in the Kroger shopping plaza.

Pirtle credited the apprehension 

of  the suspect to a quick-thinking 

DeSoto County Sheriff ’s deputy.

Southaven Middle players assist the homeless

Photo submitted

Sydne Autry of 

Olive Branch 

had a special 

day proclaimed 

in her honor 

from Olive 

Branch Mayor 

Scott Phillips 

who recognized 

her anti-bully-

ing e� orts.

Olive Branch woman on anti-bullying crusade

‘This group of girls that I have 
this year has a heart of gold. 
They are great kids and they 

want to give.’

Kristen Coleman, Southaven Middle School 
basketball coach
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Members of the Southaven Middle School girls basketball team help serve and provide care packages to homeless people in downtown 

Memphis on Dec. 18. It is the second year the team has done the service project in cooperation with One Heart Ministries.
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Olive Branch 

in her honor 

Branch Mayor 

ing e� orts.

Wearing her crown, sash and scepter and 

fl ashing a warm, invigorating smile to all she 

meets, a pageant winner is making the rounds 

in her crusade to curb bullying.

After being crowned Miss Mississippi Colle-

giate America in August, Sydne’ Autry of Olive 

Branch began her journey to end bullying, 

speaking to hundreds of children and schools 

across the Mid-South.

Autry recently visited Chickasaw Elementary 

School in Olive Branch, Holly Springs Inter-

mediate and Primary School in Holly Springs, 

along with Holy Family Elementary, also in 

Holly Springs,

The Boys and Girls Club of Greater Memphis 

and Montgomery County Elementary in Kilmi-

chael, also received a visit from Autry.
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