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MAKING HISTORY! Trojans’ Casto signs to pitch for Memphis Tigers. P7

High notes

When most high school marching band 

organizations are rejoicing that they no 

longer have to work on choreography, 

steps and movements in addition to 

learning a musical piece for halftime 

football performances, fi eld competitions 

and such, one DeSoto County band has 

been rewarded for working a bit longer 

on the practice fi eld.  

The “Pride of DeSoto Central” March-

ing Band of DeSoto Central High School, 

under the direction of Dennis Cox, last 

weekend came home from competing in 

the Bands of America Grand Nationals, 

held at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapo-

lis, Ind. 

The 70,000-seat stadium many Sundays 

in the fall is home to the NFL’s Indianap-

olis Colts, but for this past weekend was 

home to the event that annually attracts 

many of the top school marching orga-

nizations in the country, said assistant 

director Tyler Hart.

“Bands of America is a national 

competition in which bands from all 

around the country come to Indianapolis 

to participate,” Hart said. “ The Grand 

Nationals is the big one at the end of the 

year, held usually the second weekend in 

November. That competition hosts bands 

from all across the country.”

Extending the year past the fi nal state 

marching competitions has been com-

monplace at DeSoto Central, which this 

year reached a level at the Grand Nation-

als that no Magnolia State band had ever 

achieved before. 

“We were fortunate enough to get into 

the semifi nal round,” Hart said. “We’ve 

Teacher 
faces DUI 

charge

A DeSoto County teacher is 

in trouble with the law after 

her arrest last week in a traffi c 

stop.  

DeSoto Cen-

tral Middle 

School sixth-

grade history 

and science 

instruc-

tor Ashley 

George of 

Olive Branch 

was charged 

with possession of a controlled 

substance, driving under the 

infl uence and careless driving 

after her arrest at about 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 9 by the South-

aven Police Department.  

The 28-year-old George was 

given a $10,000 bond in the 

case.  

Her webpage on the DeSoto 

Central Middle School web site 

lists George as a 2007 graduate 

of Olive Branch High School 

who received a bachelor’s de-

gree in Elementary Education 

from the University of Missis-

sippi in 2011 with minors in 

history and English.  

George has also been in-

volved in the DeSoto Central 

Middle School girls’ soccer 

team as a coach, it read.  

However, DeSoto County 

Schools offi cials Wednesday 

issued the following statement 

about George’s employment sta-

tus as a result of the arrest.

“The employee is on admin-

istrative leave while the matter 

is being investigated by the 

school district,” the statement 

read.  

DeSoto Central band reaches new national level

Robert Long|DTT

Peggy Linton, longtime 

Community Develop-

ment Director for the 

Community Foundation 

of Northwest, cradles a 

sitting hen in her arms 

at the Pleasant Hill Ele-

mentary School Outdoor 

Garden. Linton is retiring 

from her post.

Peggy Linton leaving enduring legacy

SEE HIGH NOTES, P12

‘We had the best show of our 
lives there to end the season, so 
it was really signifi cant that we 
made history and all of our hard 
work for the entire season had 
paid off  and came to fruition.’

Tyler Hart, DCHS Assistant Band Director
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Cristy Pursley Photography

Members of the DeSoto Central High School “Pride of DeSoto Central” Marching Band perform at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Ind. 

during the Bands of America Grand Nationals competition. The band became the fi rst Mississippi high school organization to reach the 

semifi nals of the prestigious event. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Cristy Pursley Photography

She’s travelled the globe, cradled a sitting 
hen in her arms at a nationally recognized 
school garden and laid plenty of golden nest 
eggs in the coffers of community nonprof-
its during her 11 years as the Community 
Development Director for the Community 
Foundation of Northwest Mississippi.

Tom Pittman, President and CEO of 
the Community Foundation of Northwest 

Mississippi, lauded Peggy Linton for her 
years of commitment and dedication to the 
community.

During a retirement ceremony at the 
Hernando Public Library, Pittman joked 
that Linton couldn’t offi cially retire just 
yet — the Community Foundation’s biggest 
fundraiser of the year is slated for this 
coming January.

Pittman read a proclamation in Linton’s 
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