
When the DeSoto County School Dis-
trict (DCS) Class of 2022 walks across 
the Landers Center arena stage and re-
ceives their high school diploma, they 
will be the fi rst class of graduates who 
have worked under new requirements 
mandated by the state Department of 
Education and are being implement-

ed in the school district this coming 
school year.  

To help in the transition for those 
incoming ninth graders in the fall, 
school offi cials have held fi ve meetings 
with parents to explain the changes 
and what students will need to accom-
plish to get their diploma.  

DCS High School Literacy Specialist 
for Academic Education Dr. April Ho-
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BUMP, SET, SPIKE! DeSoto Legacy grows volleyball at Southaven Arena. P6

Shelter at issue

The City of Hernando has allocated 

$275,000 for a new animal shelter with 

tentative plans for it to be located in 

Renasant Park, but city offi cials ran 

into a roadblock Tuesday when it was 

announced that the namesake bank 

which donated the park property, Rena-

sant Bank, is hesitant about an animal 

shelter being located on the back side of 

the park.

City of Hernando Attorney Kenneth 

Stockton informed city aldermen 

Tuesday that Renasant Bank attorney 

Kevin Smith had contacted him this past 

Friday to voice reservations about the 

possibility that the city’s new “no kill” 

shelter would be located in close proxim-

ity to the existing dog park.

“They called and said they wanted 

to know more about it,” Stockton said 

during Tuesday’s meeting.

Mayor Tom Ferguson said city offi cials 

plan to discuss the issue with Renasant 

Bank offi cials.

“It’s a legal issue that we have to work 

out,” said Ferguson, who provided a 

reporter with a copy of the lengthy con-

tract with Renasant bank offi cials which 

was inked in August of 2011 during his 

predecessor Chip Johnson’s administra-

tion.

The agreement calls for Renasant 

Bank to donate 39 acres of land with 

“naming rights herein granted to be 

exclusive and perpetual. Renasant Bank 

agrees to donate the property described 

above as a public park.”

At issue is whether an animal shelter 

would fi t into that description.

Ferguson said he and city offi cials 

have searched the offi cial city clerk’s 

minutes for any commitment to Hernan-

Aldridge 
wins OB

vote
It appears the newest member of 

the Olive Branch Board of Aldermen 

has been selected by a four vote 

margin. 

Jan Aldridge, the widow of Ward 5 

Alderman Mark Aldridge, is the un-

offi cial winner of Tuesday’s special 

election for the vacant seat. 

Mark Aldridge passed away from a 

heart attack in May.  

If certifi ed as winner by city Elec-

tion Commissioners, Aldridge would 

join Joy Henderson on the governing 

panel as spouses who replaced late 

husbands who passed away in offi ce 

through a special election.  

Joy Henderson won a vote in 2016 

to fi ll the late Harold Henderson’s 

Ward 3 spot on the board. Last year, 

she was elected to her fi rst full term 

on the board during the June 2017 

general election.  

Early results of Tuesday’s vote 

gave Aldridge a 103-96 lead over 

hair salon owner and cosmetologist 

Dianne Black. However, nine provi-

sional ballots were still to be counted 

by city Election Commissioners.

When the commission met 

Wednesday morning, the provisional 

ballots changed the unoffi cial result 

to 104-100 for Aldridge. 

However, in posting the results, 

City Clerk Tina Griffi th pointed out 

the Election Commission still has 10 

days to certify the results and make 

the outcome offi cial.  

If that result holds, Aldridge will 

fi ll the remainder of husband Mark’s 

second term, which began with his 

re-election last year.  

In its post-election meeting 

Wednesday morning, the Olive 

Branch Election Commission veri-

fi ed the provisional ballots.  

Hernando animal facility questioned at park

Bob Bakken|DTT

Seated from left are Lorie Davis, 

DCS Assistant Director of Special 

Education and High School Math 

Specialist Chereda Daugherty, and 

standing from left are Associate 

Superintendent for Academic Ser-

vices Thomas Spencer and Execu-

tive Director of Secondary Educa-

tion Dr. Lucy Hasselman. They are 

charged with implementing in their 

areas the new state graduation 

requirements for incoming school 

freshmen this coming year. 

New graduation requirements explained 

SEE ANIMAL  FACILITY, P2

‘You have more board support 
than you’ve ever had. The glass 

is half full instead
of half empty.’

Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson
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Hernando Animal Shelter Director Susan Huff  stands at the rear gates of the Hernando Dog Park which overlooks a prospective site for the 

city’s new animal shelter.
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Superintendent for Academic Ser-

tive Director of Secondary Educa-

charged with implementing in their 

requirements for incoming school 
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