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CHASE IS ON! Football teams continue pursuit of playoff  spots. P6

Garden party

It was a garden party of epic propor-

tions at Pleasant Hill Elementary School 

on Tuesday as third-grade teacher Todd 

Willis celebrated the national launch of 

EVERFI’s “Healthier Me” program in 

the school’s outdoor garden.

EVERFI’s “Healthier Me” is an innova-

tive digital course that provides students 

with the tools and resources to make 

healthy decisions involving health and 

fi tness.

Amid giant sunfl owers waving in the 

wind and the clucking of hens in nearby 

chicken coops, Willis and his students 

greeted EVERFI representatives from 

the suburban Washington, D.C. area 

along with board members from the 

Community Foundation of Northwest 

Mississippi, based in Hernando.

Community Foundation offi cials pre-

sented Willis with two rotary tillers for 

use in his outdoor garden.

It was the unveiling of the Community 

Digital Scholars Program at Pleasant 

Hill Elementary School that brought 

community leaders and students togeth-

er.

Community Foundation of Northwest 

Mississippi President and CEO Tom 

Pittman reminded those present for 

Tuesday’s launch that EVERFI began 

its digital platform program in DeSoto 

County in 2011 with 5,000 students and 

now that effort has reached more than 

1.7 million students nationwide.

Pittman said more than seven years 

ago, EVERFI developed a program that 

assisted high school students in being 

Arena 
use plan 

tabled

A plan to have a competitive 

organization run the volleyball 

program envisioned for the 

Southaven Arena by the city 

ran into several questions and 

was tabled to a special meeting 

set for Monday, Oct. 23 at 9:30 

a.m.  

The holdup comes after 

residents and supporters of 

the fl ea markets that are held 

at the Arena expressed con-

cerns about the future of those 

events. 

A state legislator also ap-

peared at Tuesday’s meeting 

questioning the need for fees to 

run the tournaments and simi-

lar events in the building.  

Mayor Darren Musselwhite 

reported to the Board of Alder-

men a contract had been drawn 

up and was ready to be signed 

for DeSoto Legacy to pay the 

city $5,500 a month to use four 

of the seven courts planned to 

be set down on the arena fl oor.

“In exchange for those 

courts, they will operate the 

city’s recreational leagues,” 

Musselwhite said. “They will 

also bring tournaments to the 

Arena. They keep the entry 

fees as part of the agreement, 

they have to pay the offi cials 

and the other revenue will be 

similar to our Snowden opera-

tion where the concessions and 

gate proceeds will go the City 

of Southaven.”  

DeSoto Legacy is a volleyball 

National launch of EVERFI’s ‘Healthier Me’ program in spotlight

Mike Lee|DTT

Clyde and Austin 

Wiggins not only 

fi nished in the 

top tier in the No-

ah’s Gift rankings 

but they ran the 

race in honor of 

their friend, the 

late Noah Costa.

Race from the heart

SEE GARDEN PARTY, P2

SEE ARENA USE, P2

‘They are learning to be a better 
steward for the environment. 
They learn about responsibil-
ity. They have an opportunity 
to turn their English and math 

lessons into applications for 
staying healthy. They even learn 

about history.’

Pleasant Hill Elementary School Principal 
Jamie Loper
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Pleasant Hill Elementary third-grade teacher Todd Willis and students Benton Ruff , Bridynn Dodson, Cayden Gilliam, Ty Holman and Lena 

Pinckley help celebrate the national launch of the EVERFI “Healthier Me” digital program.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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their friend, the 

This past Saturday morning’s “Noah’s Gift 
5K” race in Hernando was a physical challenge 
for all of the participants who entered, but 
none more so than for cousins Clyde and Aus-
tin Wiggins who gave it their all.

Both young men had been friends with Noah 
Costa, the 16-year-old former Hernando Middle 
School student who passed away in 2010.

Clyde Wiggins was a good friend to Noah, 
and he, along with Austin, looked upon the 
race as a way of personally honoring their 
friend. 

“We were best friends for many years,” said 
25-year-old Clyde, “and for me personally, it’s 
how I can honor our friendship.”

Clyde has run the 5K every year and has al-
ways come in either in fi rst place or in the top 
three fi nishers.  Saturday, he bested all other 
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