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Mississippi voters overwhelm-

ingly approved a new state flag, 

legalizing medical marijuana and 

revising the state Constitution.

In Tuesday’s election, at least 

70% of voters approved each 

measure.

Each issue has had a long road 

to finally being approved by the 

Mississippi electorate, and now, a 

new flag is set to fly, medical mari-

juana is set to be legalized and 

the state constitution is set to be 

revised.

Mississippi became the 35th 

state to legalize medical marijuana 

on Tuesday when voters decisively 

approved Initiative 65. 

Getting medical marijuana on 

a statewide ballot required about 

100,000 petition signatures from 

Mississippians across the state. 

Its approval places the issue in the 

state Constitution and outside the 

regulatory reach of the Legislature. 

A medical marijuana program must 

now be implemented by August 

2021.

Many state leaders and lawmak-

ers criticized Initiative 65 as being 

too broad and argued that it essen-

tially legalized recreational mari-

juana. In response, lawmakers 

approved an alternative proposal 

in March. Dubbed ‘65A,’ the alter-

native measure set no deadline 

for implementing a program and 

would have set much stricter rules 

for eligibility. 

Supporters of the citizen-spon-

sored initiative said the legislative 

alternative was designed to confuse 

voters and result in the defeat of 

both. Many voters on Tuesday 

confirmed the former and expressed 

difficulty understanding the initia-

Josiah Coleman wins 

a seat on the Missis-

sippi Supreme Court.

Charles Barton wins 

a seat on the DeSoto 

County school board.

Trent Kelly wins a 

seat in the U.S. House 

of Representatives.

Cindy Hyde-Smith 

wins a U.S. Senate seat.

Several longtime voters in DeSoto 

County had never seen an election 

like the one that took place across the 

county on Tuesday.

Voters waited hours, bundled 

up and even brought lawn chairs to 

cast their votes this Election Day. At 

precincts all over the county, lines to 

vote wrapped around buildings and 

parking lots of people waiting to exer-

cise their civic duties. 

Jeffery Baker has been voting at 

the Olive Branch South precinct for 18 

years. He said that in those 18 years, 

it has never taken him more than 15 

minutes to vote. Today, he waited an 

hour and 16 minutes. 

“This is a big election,” he said. 

“It’s a choice between two ways of life.” 

Baker, who works as a nurse in 

the county, said that he felt safe while 

voting and that he thought there were 

The race for president is still a 

toss up.

At time of publication, neither 

Joe Biden nor Donald Trump have 

won the presidency and there is 

no clear majority in the House of 

Representatives or Senate.

Now, the nation waits for a few 

states to release a trickle of results 

to see who will win tight races — 

some may be tight enough to trig-

ger recounts.

Election officials asked for 

patience as final results are being 

counted and certified amid a 

pandemic, massive turnout and 

changing voting policies in some 

states.

Late Tuesday night, Trump 

claimed — without evidence — to 

win the election before millions of 

votes were counted. Biden said that 

he believed he would win before a 

clear frontrunner emerged.

“We want all voting to stop,” 

Trump said as votes were still 

being counted Tuesday night.

Biden also spoke late Tuesday 

night.

“We feel good about where we 

are,” Biden said. “I’m here to tell 

you tonight we believe we’re on 

track to win this election.”

Wednesday morning, there 
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Though the economy has not fully recovered 
from the effects of the pandemic, DeSoto 

County’s workforce is showing new strength.

A swift economic recovery

See page 3

Join Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry and The DeSoto Times-Tribune in working to make 
Christmas a little bit more special for families in need. Come by The DeSoto Times-Tri-

bune or Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry to drop off Toys For Tots.

Help us make Christmas special for children in need

See page 2
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Presidency still undecided

Winners emerge in local and state races

NEW FLAG, 
MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA 
COMING TO 
MISSISSIPPI

Voters wait 
hours to cast 

ballots for 
pivotal election

Hours-long lines a first for 

county, longtime voters say

Initiatives 

overwhelmingly 

approved
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