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It’s playtime again

The playground that kicked off a new 
generation of community improvement 
and partnership in Hernando, Conger 
Park Playground, is again in need of a 
loving touch. 

“The wooden playgrounds were built 
to last 15-20 years,” said Justin Fowler 
of Leathers & Associates, one of the 
nation’s premiere playground designers. 
“This one is 18 years old. While it’s a 
testament to the city that it still looks as 
good as it does, it’s definitely showing 
wear and tear and will become unsafe at 
some point.”

“We’re excited about the possibility 
that this offers to Hernando residents 
and to the surrounding community,” 
Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson said. 

“It’s a much-needed upgrade. The first 
generation of volunteers now have 
grandchildren who are playing at the 
same park. We will need all the help 
and support the community can offer 
to make this a place where our children 
and grandchildren can play for years to 
come.”

Leathers & Associates built the 
playground at Conger Park in 2001. The 
effort was paid for through donations 

from families, charitable drives in the 
schools, and a generous matching grant 
from Maddox Foundation. Best of all, 
the design was based on input from a 
group of children throughout the city 
and surrounding community. The idea 
was formed around Hernando’s historic 
connection to the Spanish conquistador, 
Hernando DeSoto, and included elements 
designed to look like the Spanish galleon 
ships. 

“One great thing about it was that ev-
eryone felt like they had a part in build-
ing the park, and because of that, they 
felt a duty to protect it and help main-
tain it. There was a great sense of pride 
among everyone who participated,” said 
Hernando Alderman Mike McLendon, 
who worked on the original build with 

Accused 
shooter 

faces court 
appearance

The man accused in the shooting 

deaths of two Walmart managers 

and the wounding of a Southaven 

Police officer at the city’s Super-

center off I-55 and Goodman Road 

in late July is a step closer to being 

returned to Mississippi to face his 

accusers.

A Southaven city spokeswoman 

confirmed Sept. 9 that Gov. Phil 

Bryant had signed what is called a 

Governor’s Warrant, which started 

the process of returning Martez Ter-

rill Abram, age 39 of Southaven, back 

to face charges. Abram has been 

hospitalized at Regional One Health 

in Memphis as a result of wounds he 

suffered in the incident.  

Abram was charged with two 

counts of murder for the deaths 

of Walmart managers. He is also 

charged in the wounding of a South-

aven Police officer responding to the 

shooting inside the Walmart location 

about 6:30 a.m. July 30.

The Walmart victims were iden-

tified as Anthony Brown, age 40 of 

Olive Branch, and Brandon Gales, 

age 38 of Hernando.

Abram is fighting extradition as 

he recovers from the wounds he 

suffered in the incident. The police 

spokeswoman said Bryant issued the 

request that Abram be returned to 

DeSoto County and it was sent to Ten-

nessee Gov. Bill Lee for his signature.

Another extradition appearance 

for Abram is scheduled in Shelby 

County Court on Sept. 13. With the 

Governor’s Warrant having been 

issued, and should Lee sign the war-

rant from his side, Abram could be 

sent back to DeSoto County, regard-

less of his efforts to keep that from 

happening.

Community partners together to save landmark park

SEE IT’S PLAYTIME AGAIN, P2

‘It’s truly a beautiful thing to 
see them come together by the 

end of the build. I get choked up 
every time I think of it.’

Justin Fowler, Leathers and  Associates
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Conger Park’s playground in Hernando has garnered the attention of a community-wide effort to upgrade the 18-year-old center of the park. 
The Maddox Foundation is matching dollars up to $250,000 through late October to help in the rebuilding effort. 
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Southaven and DeSoto County are 
about to welcome more than 300 new 
jobs over the next three years, thanks 
to a major economic development an-
nouncement on Sept. 4.

Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant was 
joined by Southaven, county and state 
leaders, along with Fresenius Medical 
Care North America CEO Rice Powell, 
to announce that Spectra Laboratories 
would construct a new laboratory.

The 200,000 square-foot facility will 
be constructed at 1280 Stateline Road 
East, east of Swinnea Road.

Powell, a Mississippi native, leads a 
leading provider of kidney care prod-
ucts and services for those with chronic 
medical conditions.

“We are the world’s leading provider 
of dialysis products and services,” Pow-
ell explained. “Every day, our employ-
ees around the world treat patients with 

SEE SPECTRA TO BUILD, P2

gbtonline.com

BY BOB  BAKKEN
MANAGING  EDITOR

Bob Bakken|DTT

Fresenius Medical Care North 
America CEO Rice Powell 
speaks during the ground-
breaking ceremony on Sept. 
4 in Southaven. Spectra 
Laboratories, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the provider 
of health care products and 
services is locating a 200,000 
square-foot laboratory facility 
in the Stateline Business Park 
on Stateline Road East.

Spectra Laboratories to build in Southaven
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